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1  HE  brothers  Gregory  and  Alexius  Orlof  had 
long  been  retired  from  court.  All  at  once  they 
again  made  their  appearance,  and  were  almoft 
utter  ftrangers  to  each  other.  Both  of  them  were 
married*,  and  were  iuil  come  from  their  travels 

in 

f  Gregory  Orlof  had  married  the  young  countefs  Zinovief, 

his  niece,  maid  of  honour  to  the  ejnpreis.     He  had  no  chil- 

vol,  in  $  di-en 
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in  France,  Italy,  and  England.  Gregory,  un- 
able to  bear  the  fight  of  an  all-powerful  rival, 
abfented  himfelf  again  without  delay. 

Bobrinfky  too  about  this  time  returned  to  Pe- 
teriburg.  This  darling  fon,  whom  the  emprefs 
had  by  Gregory  Orlof  *,  feemed  deftined  to  arrive 
at  the  firit  dignities  of  the  Empire.  But  the 
bad  habits  he  contracted  on  his  travels  rendered 
ufelefs  the  rende'rnefs  of  his  mother,  and  the  care 
fhe  had  befrowed  on  his  education. 

Bobriniky  having  finifhed  his  ftudies  at  Leip- 
ficfc  and  at  Laufanne,  Catharine  wifhed  to  give 
him  in  charge  to  fome  perfon  whofe  fagacity, 
learning,  and  prudence,  rendered  him  worthy  of 
lb  much  confidence.  In  order  to  find  fuch  a 
man,  fhe  applied  to  count  Betzko'i,  marfhal  of 
the  court,  director  of  the  imperial  corps  of  cadets, 
and  a  flatterer  of  uncommon  affiduity.  Betzko'i  -}~, 
who  thought  of  little  elfe  than  the  advancement 
of  his  family,  and  who  imagined  that  the  natural 
fon  of  Catharine  would  neceffarily  make  the  for- 
tune of  whoever  fhould  ferve  him  in  the  capacity 
of  governor,  allured  the  emprefs  that  lieutenant- 

dreri  by  his  marriage.  Alexius  had  only  a  daughter,  who 
was  afterwards  married  to  the  fon  of  general  Panin. 

*  Catharine  had  alio  by  Gregory  Orlof  a  daughter,  who 
cither  died  young,  or  is  living  in  obfeurity. 

f  He  was  a  natural  fon  of  prince  TrubetzkoV.  It  being 
thfi  cuftom  in  Ruilia  for  baibrds  to  take  the  name  of  the 
father,  leaving  out  the  iirft  fyllable,  this  was  called  Betzkoi'. 

colonel 
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colonel  Ribas,  his  fon-in-law,  was  the  fitteft  perfon 
for  filling  that  office.  The  emprefs  believed  him. 
Bobrinfky,  at  that  time  gentle,  modeft,  docile, 
quitted  Ruffia  under  the  tutelage  of  Ribas,  and 
returned  to  it  with  that  peverfity  of  manners  and 
infolence,  which  he  could  not  fail  to  acquire 
from  the  leflbns  and  the  examples  of  his  licen- 
tious tutor  *i 

Though 

*  Ribas,  who  became  vice-admiral  of  the  galley-fleet, 
(rationed  at  Nicolaef,  on  the  Euxine,  was  born  at  Naples, 
of  a  fpanifh  family.  His  father,  who  was  called  Boujon, 
was  a  farrier  at  Barcelona.  When  the  fpanifh  army  marched 
into  Italy  for  the  eftablifhment  of  Don  Carlos,  Boujon  per- 
formed fome  petty  fervices  to  general  De  Los  Rios,  which 
procured  him  his  attachment.  Being  come  to  Naples,  he 
lent  for  Ribas ;  and  Los  Rios,  who  was  appointed  miniiter 
at  war,  employed  him  in  his  office.  Young  Ribas  was  made 
fab-lieutenant  in  the  regiment  of  Sania.  Some  little  affair 
about  the  fabrication  of  falfe  paflports  and  forged  patents 
obliged  him  to  quit  Naples.  He  made  for  Leghorn,  where 
the  fquadron  under  the  command  of  Alexey  Orlof  was  then 
at  anchor.  The  admiral,  who  had  reafon  to  know  him  to 
be  a  very  ignorant;  and  not  very  fcrripulous  man,  gave  him 
a  brevet  of" lieutenant  of  one  of  the  (hips,  and  employed 
him  to  commence  the  Aratagem  that  was  practifcd  on  the 
unhappy  daughter  of  Elizabeth.  He  afterwards  fent  him 
off  to  Petersburg  with  tidings  that  the  victim  was  fallen  into 
his  hands.  Ribas,  being  arrived  at  Peterfburg,  was  regarded 
with  favourable  eyes  by  the  daughter  of  M.  BetzkoV,  and 
they  were  married.  He  was  at  the  fame  time  appointed 
lieutenant-colonel,  and  ailirtant  to  his  father-in-law.  After 
having  attended  Bobrinlky  through  France  and  Italy,  he 
was  promoied  to  the  ranks  of  brigadier,  and  colonel  of  th» 

*  3  carabineer*- 
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Though  extremely  afflicted  at  the  deviations  of 
Bobrinfky,  the  emprefs  long  bore  with  them  like 
an  indulgent  parent.  But  feeing  that  the  prefence 
of  this  thoughtlefs  youth  would  expofe  her  too 
often  to  confufion,  fhe  determined  to  fend  him 
into  a  fort  of  exile  at  Reval  *. 

On  her  journey  to  Mohilef,  the  emprefs  had 
obferved  that  the  people  of  White  Ruffia,  who 
for  the  moft  part  profeffed  the  romifh  religion, 
were  ftrongly  attached,  not  only  to  that  faith, 
but  to  the  jefuits.  Confidering  afterwards  that 
there  was  no  great  danger  in  permitting  thefe 
monks  to  live  in  a  corner  of  her  vaft  dominions, 
whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  it  would  be  ad- 
vantageous to  her  to  flatter  the  opinion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  new  provinces,  fhe  appointed 
Shezronchevitch,  a  native  of  Poland,  to  be  ca- 

carabineers.  At  the  fiege  of  Otchakof,  prince  Potcmkia 
made  him  chef-d'efcadre.  Shortly  after  he  commanded  the 
galley-fleet  on  the  Danube,  and  was  raifed  to  be  vice-admiral. 
Jt  may  eaiily  be  conceived  what  fort  of  a  feaman  he  was.— 
We  have  been  rather  circumftantial  in  this  note,  in  order  to 
fliew  by  what  means  advancement  might  be  fome  times  ob- 
tained at  die  court  of  Catharine. 

*  Bobriniky  was  ftill  at  Reval  at  the  time  of  the  emprefs's 
deceafe.  Shortly  after  his  acceffion,  Paul  I.  lent  for  him  to 
Petersburg,  called  him  publicly  his  brother,  and  reftored  to 
him  his  eftate,  prefenting  him  with  the  palace  of  Gregory 
Orlof,  fituate  on  the  Moi'ka;  at  which  palace  was  confined 
the  brave  general  Kofciuiko  and  feveral  other  poliih  prifoners. 
'Bobriniky  has  fittce  married  a  livonian  lady. 

tholiq 
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tliolic   archbilhop  *    of  Mohilef,    to  whom  {he 
gave  as  coadjutor  a  jefuit  named  Beniflaufsky. 

At  the  fame  time  me  granted  leave  for  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  feminary  of  jefuits,  the  direc- 
tion of  which  was  committed  to  father  Gabriel 
Denkievitch,  appointed  vicar-general  of  his  order. 

Beniflaufsky  was  fhortly  after  difpatched  to 
Rome,  in  quality  of  minifter  from  the  court  of 
Ruffia.  On  requeuing  of  the  pope  the  eitablifh- 
ment  of  the  jefuits,  he  delivered  to  him,  on  the 
part  of  the  emprefs,  a  letter,  which,  from  re- 
fpect  to  the  greek  chriftians,  fhe  difavowed  in  the 
gazette  of  Peterfburg  *j~,  but  which  was  not,  there- 
fore, the  lefs  written  by  her  own  hand.  The 
following  are  a  few  fragments  of  it : 

"  I  know  that  your  holinefs  is  greatly  embar- 
"  railed  ;  but  fear  ill  agrees  with  your  character. 
"  Your  dignity  cannot  coincide  with  politics, 
6<  whenever  politics  are  injurious  to  religion.  The 
"  motives  by  which  I  have  been  led  to  grant  my 
*'  protection  to  the  jefuits  are  founded  on  reafon 
(l  and  equity,  as  well  as  on  the  hope  that  they 
"  will  prove  ufeful  to  my  people.  That  company 
li  of  peaceable  and  harmlefs  men  mail  live  in  my 
"  empire,  becaufe,  of  all  the  catholic  focieties* 
(i  it  is  the  beft  qualified  to  inflruct  my  fubjects, 
tl  and  to  infpire  them  with  the  fentiments  of  huma- 

*  Formerly  an  excellent  officer  of  hufTars  in  the  pruffian 
fervice  :  moreover,  a  very  worthy  archbilhop. 

f  See  the  Peteriburg  gazette  of  the  20th  of  April. 

b  3  "  nity 
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,(  nity  and  the  true  principles  of  the  religion  of 
"  Chrift. 

i(  I  am  refolved  to  fupp.ort  thefe  priefts  againfl 
"  any  potentate  whatever;  and  in  fp  doing  I  only 
<{  fulfil  my  duty,  lince  I  am  their  fovereign,  and 
4i  regard  them  as  faithful,  ufeful,  and  innocent 
"  fubjecls.  I  am  the  more  defirous  to  fee  four  of 
(<  them  invefted  with  the  power  of  administering 
"  confirmation  at  Mofco  and  at  Peterfburg,  as 
"  the  two  catholic  churches  pf  thofe  cities  are 
f(  committed  to  their  care.  Who  can  tell  whether 
y  Providence  may  not  have  decreed  thefe  pious 
"  men  to  be  the  inftruments  of  that  union,  fo  long 
cf  devoutly  defired,  between  the  greek  and  romam 
"  churches  ?  Your  holinefs  may  banifh  every 
*c  fear,  as  I  will  fupport  with  all  my  power  the 
ei  rights  which  you  have  received  froni  Jeliis 
"  Chrift." 

The  ambafTadors  of  France  and  Spain,  amazed 
on  feeing  at  Rome  a  minifter  accredited  by  the 
court  of  Ruffia,  took  various  meafures  for  dif- 
covering  what  might  be  the  object  of  thefe  nego- 
tiations/ Pope  Pius  VI.  himfelf  informed  them 
of  it,  and  aiked  them  what  anfwer  he  fhould 
make.  Each  of  them  confulted  his  court,  who 
would  have  nothing  to  do  in  the  bufmefs ;  and 
the  roman  pontiff  ifTued  a  bull  declaring  nul  all 
that  had  been  done  to  the  contrary  in  that  by 
which  Clement  IV.  had  fupprefled  the  jefuits. 
But  at  the  fame  time  he  fent  to  Peterfburg  the 

polifh 
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polifh  nuncio  Archetti  *,  who  confecrated  the 
archbifhop  and  the  coadjutor  of  Mohilef,  and 
coniented,  in  the  pope's  name,  to  all  that  Catha- 
rine requelted.  In  reward  for  the  docility  of 
Archetti,  that  princefs  alked  and  obtained  for 
him  the  cardinal's  hat  ~j~. 

Perhaps  Catharine  might  make  the  obtaining  of 
this  bull  a  matter  of  fo  much  coniequence,  only 
becaufe  fhe  imagined  that  all  the  jefuits  of  Europe 
and  America  would  bring  into  White  Ruffia  their 
trcafures  and  their  induftry.  But,  whatever  were 
her  expectations,  the  fpoils  of  Paraguay  never 
came  to  Mohilef.  The  difciples  of  Loyola  were 
too  artful  to  go  and  furrender  themfelves  and  their 
riches  into  the  hands  of  a  monarch  fo  fuddenly 
become  their  patron,  and  who  was  not  in  fubjec- 
tion  to  the  fee  of  Rome  J. 

*  A  nuncio  could  not  be  fent  dire£l  from  Rome  to  Ruffia, 
as  the  nation  was  not  catholic ■  therefore  Archetti  was  ordered 
to  Petersburg  from  War  fa  w. 

f  Markof  was  difpatched  to  Rome  to  urge  the  promotion 
of  Archetti  to  the  cardinalate. 

I  Father  O'Sulliyan,  a  native  of  Ireland,  being  aiked, 
prior"  to  the  promulgation  of  the  annulling  bull,  how  they 
could  live  as  a  body  after  the  order  had  been  folemnly  abpliihed 
by  the  fovereigu  pontiff?  the  worthy  jefuit  hefitated  to  reply, 
and  made  feveral  evasions  ;  but  at  length,  upon  its  bring 
urged  that  they  muft  certainly  be  prepared  with  an  anfwer  tQ 
a  queftion  which  it  was  natural  for  them  to.  expeft,  the  g  ■,  ,d 
father  faid  it  lay  in  the  maxim,  Lex  non  eji  lex  nifi primulgata. 
"  Now,"  continued  he,  "  the  papal  bull  has  never  been  pub- 
*'  liihed  in  the  emprefs  of  Rurlla's  dominions," 

*  4  The 
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The  emprefs  at  length  completed  the  divifton 
of  her  provinces,  and  all  of  them  enjoyed  the 
benefit  of  the  regulations  which  fhe  had  begun  to 
introduce  in  1776,  in  the  governments  of  Tver  and 
Smolensk.  Every  year  of  her  reign  was  marked 
by  frefh  conquefts  and  falutary  inftitutions. 

It  has  been  before  obferved,  that  Catharine  dif- 
tinguilhed  herfelf  as  an  author.     The  nobleft  and 
truly  affecting  performances  of  her   pen  in  this 
quality   were  undertaken    from   affection  to   her 
grandchildren.     Hence  arofe  the  "  Mifcellaneous 
"  Pieces,"  or,  "The  library  of  the  Grand-dukes." 
Pleafantry  and  instruction,    natural   hiftory  and 
defcription  of  manners,  livelinefs  and  gravity,  the 
gay  and  the  fevere,  are  interchangeably  blended 
together ;    and  who  is  there  but  muft  admire  the 
great  woman,  who,  amidft  the  affairs  of  fuch  an 
empire,  refting  entirely  on  her  own  perfonal  energy, 
was  -fo  conftantly  attentive  to  the  education  of  her 
fucceffors?     It  has  fomewhere  been  thrown, out 
with  an  air  of  importance,  that  the  "  Sketch  of 
"  Ruffian  Hiftory"  was  taken  from  Stritter's  ma- 
nufcripts  :  as  if  that  were  a  matter  of  eonfequence  ! 
as  if  it   were  ferioully  expected  that  the  emprefs 
fhould  fit  down  to  the  tedious  investigation  of  the 
tranfactions  and  authorities  of  the  dark  periods  of 
fclavonian  hiftory  !  as  if  any  literary  man,  intend- 
ing to  deliver  leffons  of  hiftory  to  his  children, 
would  not  adhere  to  the  method  obferved  by  fome 
authentic  writer !      But,    that   a  ruler  over  ten 

kingdoms 
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kingdoms  mould  apply  herfelf,  with  fo  much  zeal 
and  affiduity,  in  forming  the  minds  of  her  impe- 
rial progeny,  that  fhe  underftood  what  was  proper 
for  them  to  learn,  and  took  the  pains  to  fee  that 
they  were  taught  it  well :  this  is  worthy  "of  parti- 
cular notice  by  the  pen  of  the  hiftorian;  and  the 
delightful  "  Tales  of  the  tzarevitch  Chlor,"  and 
that  of  the  "  Little  Samoyede,"  will  at  once  cap- 
tivate the  heart  of  every  child,  and  pleafe  every 
thinking   man.     An    emprefs   wrote   them,    and 
drew  none  of  the  materials  from  any  learned  man's 
papers.     She  likewife  compofed  feveral  hiftorical 
and  moral  elfays,  which  have  been  fince  collected 
under  the  title  of  "  Bibliotheque  des  grands-ducs 
"  Alexandre  et  Confrantin." 

Catharine  was  eminently  refpeelable  in  the  cir- 
cle of  her  family.    With  a  fevere,  but  always  fond 
concern,  the  only  proper  method  of  treating  chil- 
dren, in  contradiction  to  her  maternal  tendernefs, 
when  it  was  necrfTary  to  maintain  the  authority  of 
the  preceptor,  fhe  profecuted  the  culture  of  the 
affections  and  talents  of  her  grandfons,  and  lived 
to  fee  herfelf  amply  rewarded  for  the  cares  me 
be.ftowed.     She  converfed  with  the  tutor  in  their 
pre  fence  ;    anil,    when  they  were   abfent,   wrote 
marginal  remarks  on  their  leiTons,  one  while  ad- 
dreflfed   to   the  fcholars,    and  at   others   to   the 
teacher.     One  inftance  of  this  kind  may  fuffice. 
The  fubjecr.  of  the  morning  had  been,  the  nature 
of  the  government  in  Switzerland,  on  which  the 

tutor 
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tutor  had  difcourfed  in  conformity  with  his  liberal 
turn  of  mind.  On  returning  to  their  ftudies  the 
following  day,  they  read  at  the  bottom  of  the  ex- 
ercife,  in  the  hand-writing  of  her  majefty,  "  Mon- 
«*  fieur  I'Harpe,  continue*  vos  lemons  de  cette  forte  ; 
"  vos  fintimens  me  plaifent  beaucoup  *." 

The  education  of  the  young  princerTes  was  com- 
mitted to  the  widow  of  lieutenant-general  Lieven, 
a  lady  of  fuperior  understanding  and  merit. 

This  year  was  marked  by  the  inauguration  of 
the  famous  ftatue  of  Peter  I.  a  work  in  which  the 
genius  of  Stephen  Falconet  fo  happily  feconded 
the  intention  of  Catharine. 

The  emprefs  having  refolved  to  erect  in  the 
city  of  Peterfburg  an  equeftrian  ftatue  of  Peter 
the  Great,  lhe  wrote  to  Falconet  at  Paris,  to  come 
and  execute  that  monument.  He  conceived  the 
defVn  of  having  for  the  pedeftal  of  his  ftatue  a 
huge  and  rugged  rock,  to  indicate  to  pofterity, 
whence  the  heroic  legiilator  had  fet  out,  and  what 
obftacles  he  furmounted. 

An  idea  fo  novel  and  fo  fubtime  met  with  gene- 
ral approbation :  and  now  the  bufinefs  was  to  find 
a  mafs  of  flone  which  in  fhape  and  bulk  might 
correfpond  with  the  grandeur  of  the  defign. 

Chance,  which  is  only  favourable  to  great  un- 
dertakings, and  does  nothing  for  mediocrity,  ftept 

*  M.L'Harpe  (notLaHarpe)  retired  afterwards  to  Swif- 
ferland  his  native  country,  whtrehe  has  dUlinguilhcd  himfdf 

in  a  revolution, 

in 
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in  to  affift  the  difcovery.  Near  the  village  Lachta 
in  Karelia,  a  rock  was  found,  which  Nature  had 
placed  in  a  vaft  morafs,  not  far  from  a  bay  formed 
by  the  gulph  of  Finland.  At  firft  light  of  this 
mafs  it  was  deemed  proper  for  the  execution  of  the 
views  of  the  artift.  On  meafuring  it,  it  was  found, 
that  the  height  of  it,  taken  from  the  horizontal 
line,  was  twenty-one  feet  by  forty-two  in  length, 
and  thirty- four  in  breadth. 

The  very  idea  of  moving  fuch  an  enormous  mafs 
was  fufficient  of  itfelf  to  deter  any  perfons  from  the 
attempt :  but  under  the  reign  of  Catharine  II.  dif- 
ficulties were  no  hindrances  to  the  execution  of  a 
plan.  AccorcImgty  the  bold  project,  worthy  of 
the  ancient  Romans,  was  formed  for  tranfporting 
this  rock  to  Peterlburg. 

In  order  to  this,  a  beginning  was  made  by  re- 
moving the  ground  to  diicover  its  foundations.  It 
was  natural  to  imagine,  that  what  appeared  above 
the  morafs  was  no  more  than  the  fummit  of  a  rock 
which  funk  deep  in  the  bofom  of  the  earth ;  but 
the  workmen  were  juftly  furprifed  in  finding  that 
this  folid  mafs  of  flone  was  abfolutely  detached, 
and  lay  upon  the  ground  as  if  placed  there  by  a 
miracle. 

To  this  lingular  difcovery  another  fucceeded  not 
lefs  remarkable :  which  was,  that  in  all  this  vail 
morafs,  and  its  environs,  not  another  ftone  was  to 
be  found,  nor  even  gravel  or  fand,  or  any  other 

kin4 
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kind  of  fubftance,  analogous  to  this  ftupendous 
rock,  or  adapted  to  form  its  constituent  parts. 

Bat  what  ftruck  the  beholders  with  moil  afton- 
ifliment  was  the  interior  of  the  ftone.  A  ftroke  of 
thunder  had  damaged  it  on  one  fide.  On  knocking 
off  the  mattered  fragment,  inftead  of  homogene- 
ous particles,  a  collection  of  all  forts  of  precious 
flones  appeared  :  cryftals,  agates,  granites,  to- 
pazes, cornelians,  amethyfts,  prefented  to  the 
eyes  of  the  curious  a  fight  not  lefs  unexpected 
than  magnificent,  and  to  the  naturalifls  an  object 
of  interefting  inveftigation  *. 

All  thefe  circumstances,  which  Nature  had 
combined  in  this  rock,  were  powerful  motives  for 
fparing  neither  pains,  nor  expence,  nor  labour, 
for  drawing  it  from  its  place,  and  fetting  it  as  a 
monument,  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  world, 
and  worthy  of  perpetuating  the  memory  of  the 
greateft  of  monarchs. 

The  firit  difcovery  of  this  ftone  had  been  made 
in  the  month  of  November,  1768.  The  labourers 
employed  about  it  proceeded  in  their  work  fo 
brifkly,  that,  in  the  month  of  March,  in  the 
following  year,  they  were  able  to  raife  it  above 
the  ground  for  placing  it  on  grooves  filled  with 

;  *  Thoufands  of  thefe,  as  well  as  other  parts  of  the  ftone, 
were  cut  and  poliihed  into  bracelets,  rings,  necklaces,  fnuft- 
boxes,  heads  of  canes,  &c."  and  found  a  very  rapid  fale,  riot 
only  among  people  of  falhion,  but  throughout  the  empire. 

cannon- 
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cannon-balls,  and  dragging  it  forward  by  wind- 
laffes  towards  Peterfburg  *. 

One  cannot  fufficiently  admire  the  ardour  and 
the  celerity  with  which,  in  fo  ihort  a  ipace  of 
time,  and  in  the  moft  inclement  feafon  of  the 
year,  fo  much  of  this  extraordinary  enterprife  was 
completed  :  but  what  remained  to  perform  pre- 
fented  a  far  more  arduous  operation. 

This  immenfe  ftone  was  lituate  at  the  diftance 
of  eleven  verfts,  or  about  forty-one  thoufand  two 
•hundred  and  fifty  Englifh  feet  from  the  fpot  where 
the  monument  was  to  be  erected  to  which  it  was 
to  ferve  as  the  pedeftal. 

On  its  tranfport  thither  it  muft  pafs  over  heights, 
crofs  moratTes  and  fwampy  ways,  be  conveyed 
over  rivers,  fill  down  the  Neva,  be  difembarked 
and  drawn  by  land  to  the  place  of  its  deftination. 

Whoever  would  form  a  juft  idea  of  the  great- 
nefs  of  this  undertaking,  and  the  labours  it  re- 
quired, muft  conliderthat  the  weight  of  this  enor- 
mous  mafs,  geometrically  calculated,  amounted 

*  The  mechanifm  for  the  conveyance  of  this  rock  was  in- 
vented by  count  Carbury,  who  here  went  under  the  name  of 
the  chevalier  Laieari.  A  folid  road  was  firft  made  from  the 
Hone  to  the  fhore  ;  then  brafs  flips  were  inferted  under  the 
Hone  to  go  upon  cannon  balls  of  five  inches  diameter  in  metal 
grooves,  by  windlaffes  worked  by  four  hundred  men,  every 
day  two  hundred  fathom  towards  the  {hore.  The  water 
tranfport  was  performed  by  what  are  called  camels  in  the  dock' 
yards  of  Peterfburg  and  Amfterdam,  by  which  firft-rates  and 
other  fhips  of  war,  &c.  are  lifted  over  mallows  or  bars  of 
land,  'to  their  place  of  deftination. 

to 
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to  three  millions  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
The  largeft  obelifk  that  is  known,  that  which 
Confrantius,  fon  of  Conftantjne  the  Great,  caufed 
to  be  tranfported  from  Alexandria  to  Rome,- weighs 
only  nine  hundred  and  feven  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine  pounds,  which  does  not 
come  up  to  the  third  part  of  the  weight  of  the  rock 
of  Peterfburg. 

Such  is  the  flone  which  fupports  the  equenrian 
ftatue  of  the  legiflator  of  Ruffia.  The  hiftory  of 
the  arts  knows  of  nothing  either  fo  great  or  f» 
marvellous. 

The  frame  itfelf  is  truly  a  mafter-piece.  Fal- 
conet has  fucceeded  in  the  refemblance  to  admi- 
ration j  the  features  of  the  tzar's  countenance  are 
wonderfully  well  expreffed  *.  The  artift  repre- 
fents  the  hero  on  horfeback  as  in  the  act  of  af- 
cending  a  fteep  rock,  the  fummit  of  which  he 
propofes  to  attain.  Peter  is  crowned  with  laurels 
and  in  an  afiatic  drefs ;  he  extends  his  right  arm 
with  great  dignity,  while  with  the  left  he  holds- 
the  bridle  of  his  horfe,  whofe  beauty  of  form  and 
elegant  attitude  captivate  the  admiration  of  all 
fpedtators.  He  iftands  only  on  his  hinder-feet,, 
and  is  in  the  attitude  of  a  fiery  courfer  refolved  to 

*  In  the  model  of  the  head  of  the  hero  the  artift  Falconet 
difdaimed  all  merit.  It  was  the  production  of  a  lady,  made- 
moifelle  Collot,  who  afterwards  was  married  to  Peter  Falconet, 
the  fon  of  the  artift,  and   is  a  performance  of  uncommon 

excellence. 

attain 
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attain  the  fummit  of  the  rock.  To  combine  fo- 
lidity  with  excellence  was  therefore  difficult ;  but 
1  his  the  ingenious  artift  found  a  way  to  accom- 
plifh.  The  brazen  ferpent  which  is  trampled  on 
by  the  horfe,  is  emblematical,  doubtlefs,  ofop- 
pbfition  to  the  views  of  the  monarch  ;  but  it  art- 
fully ferves  likewife  to  give  an  equipoife  to  the 
ftatue ;  the  point  of  bearing  is  by  this  means  not 
perceived,  which  is  the  full  and  flowing  tail  of 
the  horfe  gently  falling  on  the  ferpent  writhing  with 
pain  *. 

Too  much  of  the  ftone  was  chipped  off  by  M. 
Falconet,  fo  that  at  laft  it  was  in  want  of  an  ad- 
dition. It  is  grounded  on  piles  clofely  driven  ; 
and  has  on  the  fide  towards  the  admiralty,  in 
letters  of  cart  metal  :  Petru  pervomu  Ekate- 
rina  vtoraia.  1782.  and  on  the  fide  next  the 

*  The  fount  of  the  ftatue.  was  likewife  done  by  M.  Falconet, 
in  a  houfe  built  on  purpole  adjacent  to  the  ftone.  The  metal 
i<  a  bronze  of  copper  with  forhe  tin  and  zinc,  and  weighed 
forty-four  thoufand  and  forty-one  rufs  pounds ;  the  iron 
inferted  in  the  hinder  part  of  the  horfe,  to  preferve  the 
balance,  was  10,000  pounds  in  weight.  The  head,  the  arms, 
the  feet,  and  the  drapery  of  the  rider,  are  of  the  thicknefs  of 
three,  and  the  body  of  four  lines  ;  the  head  and  the  fore  feet 
of  the  horfe  are  three  lines  thick  ;  but  the  thicknefs  increafes 
landwards  to  one  inch.  Few  founts  of  fuch  a  magnitude  have 
ever  been  fo  thin*  It  is  a  coloflal.  ftatue,  the  figure  of  the 
monarch  being  eleven  feet  in  height,  and  the  height  of  the 
iorfefeventeen  feet. 

fenate 
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fenate  -the  fame  in  Latin  :  Fetrq  primo  Catha- 

IUNA  SECUNDA  *. 

On  the  day  -f~  of  the  ceremonious  difclofure  of 
this  noble  monument  to  the  public,  the  emprefs 
appeared  in  the  balcony  of  the  fenate-houfe,  and 
folemnized  the  event  by  the  diftribution  of  gold 
and  filver  medals,  and  by  a  gracious  ukafe,  which 
put  an  end  to  every  procefs  of  more  than  ten 
years  ;ftanding,  discharged  all  debtors  who  had 
been  five  years  in  confinement,  and  remitted  all 
debts  to  the  crown  below  the  fum  of  five  hundred 


rubles  ^. 


In 


*  See  the  ftatue,  on  the  day  of  its  firft  expofure  to  the 
public,  and  its  fituation,  faithfully  reprefented  in  the  central 
compartment  of  our  third  plate  in  this  work. 

f  The  7  th  of  Auguft,  1782. 

%  The  expence  of  this  monument  was  truly  imperial.  The 
tranfport  of  the  rock,  its  pedeftal,  from  Lachta,  coft  feventy 
thoufand  rubles.  Falconet's  falary  for  nine  years  came  to 
forty-eight  thoufand  rubles,  and  lie  received  twenty-fix 
thoufand  eight  hundred  rubles  as  a  compenfation  for  free 
quarters  :  he  was  paid  apart  for  the  foundery  feventeen-  thou- 
fand five,  hundred  rubles ;  his  three  afliftants  twenty-feven 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  eighty-four  rubles  ;  the  melter 
Kaiioif  two  thoufand  five  hundred  rubles,  &c.  :  all  together 
amounting,  by  the  accounts  of  the  office  for  public  buildings, 
to  four  hundred  and  twenty-four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
ten  rubles. — Mademoiielle  Collot  acquired  fuch  great  reputa- 
tion by  compoiing  the  head  of  the  hero,  that  fhe  was  em- 
ployed to  make  a  butt  of  the  emprefs  in  marble,  and  en- 
gag]  d  by  many  of  the  nobility  In  works  of  like  nature  for 
them.      The  medallion  of  the  late  lady  Cathcart,  who  died  in 

1772, 
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In  the  mean  time,  the  fury  of  the  plague, 
which,  through  the  fummer  and  autumn  of  the 
year  1782,  had  moil  cruelly  ravaged  all  the  tartar 
and  turkifh  countries  on  the  frontiers  of  Ruflia 
and  Poland,  had  ferved  to  reflrain  the  no  lefs 
cruel  ravages  of  war  ;  and  in  particular  had  greatly 
checked  the  operation  of  the  ruffian  armies,  who 
were  much  more  inrent  on  guarding  againfl  the 
approaches  of  that  fell  enemy,  than  on  gratifying 
ambition  at  the  expence  of  any  other. 

Before  the  effect  of  the  late  pacific  counfels 
could  be  known,  the  porte  had  the  mortification 
to  difcover,  that  the  impatience  and  haughtinefs 
of  its  great  neighbours  were  too  extreme  to  admit 
of  their  listening  to  arguments,  or  waiting  the 
flow  refult  of  negotiations.  The  emperor  of  Ger- 
many now  pulled  off  the  mafk,  and  avowed  his 
determination  of  fupporting  all  the  claims  and 
pretenfions  of  Ruflia,  as  well  as  his  own  ;  and  the 
engagements  between  both  were  declaredly  reci- 
procal. Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1782,  two 
very  ftrong,  and,  as  they  were  called,  fpirited 
memorials,  were  prefented  from  the  courts  of 
*  Peteriburg  and  Vienna ;  in  which,  belides  other 
things,    it    was    peremptorily    infilled,    that  the 


1772,  at  Petersburg,  for  her  monument  in  Scotland,  is  the 
work  of  her  chifel.  This  female  artift,  during  her  ftay  in 
Ruflia,  by  her  indefatigable  induftry,  gained  a  competency  of 
about  fifty  thoufand  rubles.. 

vol.  in.  c  ports 
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porte  {hould  not  in  future,  under  any  pretence, 
intermeddle  in  the  affairs  of  the  Tartars  ;  that  the 
privileges  of  the  two  provinces  of  Moldavia  and 
Valakhia  fhould  not  be  infringed  ;  and  that  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Euxine  and  the  Archipelago 
fhould  not  in  any  manner  be  obftrucled.  The 
confequences  of  a  failure  with  refpecl.  to  thefe  de- 
mands could  not  be  more  fully  explained  than 
they  already  were,  by  the  appearance  of  the  armies 
on  the  frontiers,  and  of  the  vaft  preparations  for 
war  which  had  been  made  by  both  the  parties. 

The  part  which  neceffity  compelled  the  porte 
to  take  had  been  already  decided  in  her  own 
councils ;  but  it  was  necefTary  to  preferve  fome 
appearances  of  dignity.  Every  preparation  was 
made  as  if  war  had  been  determined  upon ;  and 
fome  of  the  turkifh  officers  upon  the  emperor's 
frontiers,  in  their  eagernefs  for  that  event,  and 
perhaps  miftakrng  thefe  appearances  for  realities, 
committed  fome  irregularities  which  afforded  room 
for 'complaint.  The  porte,  likewife  defperate  as 
its  circumftances  were,  gave  an  immediate  inftance 
of  fpirit,  in  the  punifhment  of  one  of  its  officers 
or  vaffals.  The  hofpodar  of  Vaiakhia  was  long 
known  to  be  ftrong;lv  attached  to  the  ruffian  in- 
tereft,  and  was  likewife  fufpecled,  probably  with 
juiricc,  of  keeping  up  a  private,  but  conftant  cor- 
refpondence  with  that  people.  Two  of  his  fons, 
fome  time  before,  had  made  a  feeming  efcape,  as 
if  purfued  by  enemies,  from  their  father's  court, 

and 
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and  fled  to  Vienna.  With  all  thefe  unfavourable 
circumftances,  the  proportion  in  the  late  memo-, 
rials,  relative  to  the  privileges  of  that  province, 
was  fuppofed  to  originate  from  tins  man,  and 
partly  to  relate  to  him.  However  thefe  things 
were,  the  hofpodar  was  condemned  to  the  bow- 
firing,  in  a  few  days  after  the  memorials,  had  been 
prefented.  It  is  little  to  be  doubted  but  that  he 
hoped,  in  cafe  a  new  arrangement  of  territorial 
dominion  mould  take  place,  that  the  principality 
might, ,  upon  certain  conditions,  be  rendered  he-p 
reditary  in  his  family  :  an  idea  probably  as  pro- 
blematical, as  any  he  could  poffibly  have  enter- 
tained. 

1783.  Not  long  after  this,  Catharine  inftituted 
the  order  of  St.  Vladimir  as  a  reward  to  fuch  of 
her  fubiecls  as  had  faithfully  ferved  the  country 
in  any  civil  employment ;  having  already  created 
the'  military  order  of  St.  George  *,  the  grand 
cordon  of  which  is  only  given  to  generals  who 
have  gained  a  battle.  It  muft  be  owned  that  the 
hope  of  obtaining  this  recompence  has  probably 
procured  many  a  vicfory  to  Ruilia.  None  knew 
berter  than  Catharine  what  influence  the  decora-' 
tionsof  vanity  have  upon  mankind. 

Ruflia  now  beheld  the  rapid  increafe  of  the  ad- 
vantages derived  from  her  late  conquefts.  Her 
commerce  on  the  Euxine  was  making  frefli  pro- 

*  For  a  brief  account  of  thefe  orders  the  reader  is  referred 
to  the  fecond  volume. 

c  a  grefs 
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grefs  from  day  to  day.  The  ruffian  veiTels  paffed 
the  Dardanelles,  and  proceeded  to  trade  at  Aleppo, 
at  Smyrna,  and  in  the  ports  of  Italy.  The  racey 
and  delicious  wines  of  Greece  were  brought  into 
White  Ruffia,  and  thence  were  fent  over  all 
Poland. 

Catharine  had  recently  caufed  the  foundations 
to  be  laid  of  the  city  of  Kherfon,  on  the  fhores  of 
the  Dniepr,  at  the  diftance  of  about  ten  leagues 
from  Otchakof ;  and  prince  Potemkin  accelerated 
the  works  with  incredible  activity.  He  was  fre- 
quently feen  to  fet  out  from  Peterfburg,  fly  as  it 
were  to  the  banks  of  the  Dniepr  *.,  and  make  his 
appearance  again  on  thofe  of  the  Neva-f",  in  lefs 
time  than  would  be  requifite  for  an  ordinary  man 
to  perform  the  journey  to  Mofco.  Kherfon  already 
counted  forty  thoufand  inhabitants  within  its 
walls  ;  and  from  its  yards  were  launched  not  only 
veffels  for  the  purpofes  of  cpmmerce,  but  fhips  of 
war  deftined  to  ilrike  terror  into  the  ottoman  em- 
pire. 

•*  Kherfon,  founded  in  1778,  is  fituated  on  the  fhores  of 
the  Dniepr,  a  little  above  the  mouth  of  the  Bogue,  and  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Liman,  a  fwampy  lake,  the  en- 
trance of  which  is  guarded  by  the  fortrefs  of  Kinbuin,  and  is 
aboi;t  a  mile  over.  The  liman  has  depth  enough  for  the  re- 
ception of  large  veffels  3  but  they  very  quickly  decay  in  it,  as 
the  water  is  frefh.  The  antient  city  of  Kherfon  was  fituate 
fome  miles  to  the  fouthweft  of  the  fpot  where  the  Ruffians 
have  built  Sevaftopol. 

t  The  diftance  from  Peterfburg  to  Kherfon  is  two  thoufand 
verfts. 

This 
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This  ad  vantage  rekindled  the  ambition  of  the  em- 
prels  and  Potemkin.  They  longed  with  equal  ardour 
for  the  conqueft  of  a  country  without  which  they 
could  not  hope  to  realize  their  plans  againft  the 
turkifh  empire,  and  the  pofTefiion  whereof  would 
probably  be  fufhxient  to  compenfate  the  failure  of 
thofe  plans.  Catharine  began  by  detaching  the 
Krimea  from  Turkey,  and  immediately  refolved 
to  invade  it.  The  fertility  of  that  country  is  ftill 
a  matter  in  difpute  :  but  the  refources  it  affords  to 
hor  armies,  and  the  advantages  it  holds  out  ro 
commerce  *,  cannot  be  called  in  queftion.  The 
importance  of  the  Krimea  being  fo  great  in  the 
opinion  of  Catharine,  a  fhort  defcription  of  it  will 
be  here  expected. 

The  Krimea  is  a  narrow  peninfula,  to  which  may 
be  applied  what  Strabo  fays  of  Spain  in  comparing 
it  to  a  bulls  hide  ftretched  out.  It  is  about  75 
leagues  in  circuit,  fituated  about  2050  verfts  to 
the  fouth  of  Peterfburg,  between  the  51ft  and  54th. 
degrees  of  longitude,  and  about  the  46th  degree 
of  latitude.  Its  fhores  on  the  fouth  and  the  weft 
are  laved  by  the  Euxine ;  the  fea  of  Azof  or  the 
Palus  Mceotis,  and  the  ftraights  of  Zabache,  in- 

*  Of  what  benefit  it  was  to  the  antient  Greeks,  and  after- 
wards to  the  Genocfe,  who  got  pofTeffion  of  it  in  137 1,  and 
were  driven  out  of  it  in  1475,  b7  kiian  Bangli-Gueray,  is  well 
known. — For  a  more  particular  account  of  the  Krim,  fee  that 
tranfrnitted  by  the  writer  hereof  to  the  Gent's  Mag.  Auguft 
1786,  and  thence  copied  into  Ann.  Reg.  Vol!  xxviii.  p.  129. 

c   3  clofc 
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clofe  it  to  the  eaft  and  the  north.  The  iithmus 
which  joins  it  to  the  continent  is  not,  in  breadth, 
above  a  league  and  a  half.  From  this  ifthmus,  on 
which  is  built  the  fortrefs  of  Perekop  *,  to  the 
hill  Karafubazar,  the  country  is  only  a  vaft  plain, 
riling  infeniibly  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  which 
forms  the  fouthern  coafts. 

The  plain  which  extends  from  Perekop  to  the 
river  Sargir  is  in  length  about  five  and  twenty 
leagues.  It  contains  a  great  number  of  morafTes 
and  lakes,  which  furnilh  fait  to  the  provinces  ad- 
jacent to  Ruffia,  to  the  Krimea  itfelf,  to  Natolia, 
and  to  BefTarabia. 

Almoft  the  whole  plain  may  be  traverfed  with- 
out meeting  with  a  running  flream.  The  inha- 
bitants of  that  part  are  obliged  to  conftrucl:,  con- 
tiguous to  each  houfe,  refervoirs  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  rain-water.  The  land  is  there  defritute 
of  trees  of  all  kinds.  Not  a  fmgie  fhrub,  not 
even  a  briar,  is  to  be  feen.  The  plants  cultivated 
there  are  in  a  wretched  condition.  .  This  naked - 
nefs  of  the  ground,  however,  is  not  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  defecTt  of  fertility,  but  to  the  nume- 
rous hetds  and  flocks  continually  roaming  about 
this  pan  of  the  Krimea,  devouring  or  deftroying 
the  vegetables  it  produces,  at  the  very  inftant 
they  appear." 

'    ,  ^  tjtrl'ftj};  r.\i  If  Or-  kapi. 

'  The 
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The  inclination  of  the  Tartars  for  the  nomadic 
life,  and  their  averfion  to  agriculture,  is  the  reafon 
that  this  country  is  left  to  ddblation.  But  if 
thefe  people  could  be  once  brought  to  divide  the 
land  between  them,  there  would  be  pafturage 
enough,  and  the  remainder  would  abundantly 
produce  the  vegetables  neceffary  to  life.  If  one 
Tartar  would  addict  himfelf  to  the  culture  of  the 
earth,  his  labour  would  fuffice  to  fupply  the  wants 
of  a  hundred  of  his  countrymen. 

The  Krimea  may  be  divided  into  two  parts ;  the 
flat  country  and  the  mountainous.  The  former, 
which  extends  from  Perekop  to  Koflof,  and  from 
the  river  Bulganack  to  Karafubazar,  to  KefFa,  and 
to  Yeni-kaly,  is  fprinkled  with  a  number  of  fmall 
villages,  the  inhabitants  whereof  live  upon  the 
profits  arifing  from  fait  and  the  products  of  their 
cattle.  The  mountains  lie  to  the  fouth,  along  the 
Euxine  ;  and,  in  a  right  line  extend  to  the  weft, 
from  Keffa  as  far  as  the  vicinity  of  Belbek. 
.  The  two  raoft  considerable  rivers  of  the  Krimea 
are,  the  Salgir  and  the  Karafu  ;  which  fall  into 
the  Palus  Mceotis.  The  former  takes  its  fource  not 
far  from  Achmetfched,  and  the  fecond  arifes  near 
Karafu-bazar  :  from  which  place,  after  having 
irrigated  the  adjacent  plain,  it  flows  into  the 
Salgir.  All  the  other  rivers  and  itreams  that  fait 
from  the  chain  of  mountains,  beginning  at  KefFa, 
take  a  north  and  north-eaft  courfe,  excepting  that 
which  iffues  from  mount  Akta,  beyond  Achmet- 
fched.     The  other  rivers  fall  into  the   Euxine  ; 

c  4  thefe 
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thefe   are,  the  Anuria,  the   Katiha,  the   Belbek, 
the  Kafuli. 

The  mountains  are  covered  with  forefrs  of  tim- 
ber trees,  the  haunts  of  favage  beads.  The  land 
of  the  vallies  is  fertile;  and  for  being  prolific, 
waits  only  for  the  hand  of  the  labourer.  Grain 
of  all  kinds  and  the  vine  flourilh.  on  their  declivi- 
ties *,  The  mountains  contain  mines,  which  are 
fuppofed  to  be  extremely  rich  ;  but  the  moun- 
taineers defpife  thefe  natural  bounties  :  the  pro- 
duce of  their  flocks,  and  a  little  bread  fuffice 
them  for  fubhftence-f-. 

The  ifle  of  Taman,  lituate  at  the  entrance  of 
the  ftraight  which  connects  the  fea  to  Azof  with 
the  Euxine  is  rich  and  very  populous  J, 

*  Excellent  wine  is  made  in  the  borders  of  Sudak.  Prince 
Potemkin  engaged  a  frenchman,  named  Banc,  to  fet  up  a  brandy 
riiftilleiy  there.  This  brandy  is  equal  to  the  beft  Cognac. 
Banc  had  already  carried  on  a  diflillery  at  Aftrakan  5  and  lie 
affirms  that  the  brandy  of  Sudak  is  of  a  fuperior  quality. 

f  The  myrzas,  or  nobles,  and  all  the  opulent  Tartars  in 
general,  refide  continually  in  the  country ;  never  coming  into 
towns  but  on  matters  of  bufinefs.  They  have  no  courts  of 
judicature  in  the  country.  Dilputes  are  extremely  rare  ;  and 
whenever  they  happen,  they  arc  decided  on  the  fpot  by  the 
authority  of  the  koran.  Petty  differences,  that  ariie  in  th« 
villages,  and  cannot  be  adjudged  by  the  koran,  are  amicably 
fettled  by  the  elders  or  abeles.  But  in  the  towns,  all  affairs  of 
importance,  excepting  cafes  of  murder,  are  brought  before  the 
kai'ma-khan,  or  commandant,  who  pronounces  without  appeal. 

+  The  ifle  of  Taman  was  for  fume  time  depopulated  by  the 
effefts  of  the  war:  but  the  Ruffians  have  tranlported  thither  a 
ftrocfg  colony  of  Zaporogian  Kozaks. 

.. 

The 
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The  Kuban,  a  vaft  and  arid  defert,  which  ex- 
tends from  the  frontiers  of  the  Krimea  as  far  as 
the'  foot  of  mount  Caucafus,  has,  like  the  Leifer 
Tartary,  but  a  fcanty  population. 

Such  are  the  countries  of  which  the  court  of 
Peteriburg,  fince  the  peace  of  Ka'inardgl,  had 
impatiently  waited  for  the  moment  of  getting 
pofTeffion. 

Thefe  countries  have  frequently  changed  their 
mafters.  Already  famous  in  the  time  of  the 
Argonauts,  about  fourteen  .hundred  years  before 
the  chriftian  aera,  they  tempted  the  ambition  of 
the  Greeks,  who  eftablifhed  colonies  there,  built 
the  antient  city  of  Kherlbn,  and  gave  rhe  penin- 
i'ula  the  name  of  Kherfonefus  taurica.  This  penin- 
fula  was  then  inhabited  by  Scythians,  whofe  fre- 
quent aggreffions  compelled  the  grecian  colonies 
to  fue  to  Mithridates  for  fuccours  againft  them. 
That  prince  drove  rhe  Scythians  from  the  Kher- 
fonefus taurica,  and  founded  the  kingdom  of 
Bofphorus,  comprehending  the  ealtern  part  of  the 
peninfula  with:  all  the  region  which  has  fince  ob- 
tained the  appellation  of  the  Kuban. 

At  the  time  of  Diocletian  the  Sarmates  made 
themfelves  mafters  of  the  Kherfonefus  taurica. 
The  Alanes  fucceeded  to  the  Sarmates,  they  were 
expelled  by  the  Goths,  and  thefe  by  the  grecian 
kings :  the  country  was  afterwards  fucceflively 
fubduedby  the  Huns,  by  the  Hungarians  *,  by  the 
Koz:ues,  and  even,  in  part,  by  the  Polovtzes. 
*  The  Hungarians  are  a  colony  of  Huns. 

Towaids 
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Towards  the  clofe  of  the  twelfth  century,  the 
Genoefe  conquered  all  the  ports  of  the  Euxine 
and  the  coafts  of  the  taurican  Kherfonefe.  Some 
years  afterwards  the  Mongoles  and  other  Tartars 
drove  the  Polovtzes  out  of  the  territory  of  which 
they  had  got  pofTeffion,  and  gave  the  town  of 
Solgat  the  name  of  Krim  *,  whence  ihortly 
afterwards  the  whole  peninfula  obtained  that  of 
the  Krimea. 

The  Genoefe  were  ftill  for  a  long  time  in  pof- 
feflion  of  the  ports  of  the  Krimea.  They  even 
kept  Keffa  -f*  till  1475,  at  which  period  it  was  cap- 
tured from  them  by  the  Ottomans,  who*  at  the 
fame  time  reduced  all  the  Tartars  of  that  peninfula. 
Laftly,  in  1774  the  Ruffians  emancipated  the 
Krimea  from  the  yoke  of  the  Turks,  in  the  deiign 
of  impofing  on  it  a  lighter. 

Catharine  had  no  other  view  in  railing  Sahim- 
Gueray  to  the  place  of  khan  J,  than  to  make  him 

the 

*  In  the  tartar  language  this  appellation  figniles  a  fortrefs. 
Some  authors  pretend  that  the  name  Krimea  comes  from  the 
greek  word  Kimmerion. 

f  Keffa  is  the  Theodofia  of  the  antients,  or  the  Gimmerium 
of  antiquity. 

X  The  khan  had  always  been  the  eldeft  male  of  the  Gueray 
family,  of  the  race  of  Tfehingis  khan,  unlets- debarred  from 
the  fucceffion  by  fome  natural  incapacity,  or  by  the  interference 
of  die  people,  which  occafionly  happened,  conferring  their 
choice  on  another,  but  conftantly  one  of  the  Gueray  dynafty, 
being  the  eldeft  and  nearer!  to  the.  right  line  of  defcent.  In 
procefs  of  time  this  family  became  very  numerous,  and  it  was 
difficult  to  determine  whole  claim  was  raoft  valid  j   fo  that  Jat- 

terL 
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the  inftrument  of  her  ambition  ;  fhe  only  loaded 
him  with  carefles  and  benefits,  in  order  to  render 
him  a  more  rciiftleis  victim.  That  prince,  of  a 
mikl  but  weak  and  open  diipoiition,  was  far  from 
fufpecting  the  defigns  of  the  Ruffians.  He  was 
fond  of  the  novelties,  and  delighted  with  the  arts 
of  Europe  :  the  people  of  the  court  indulged  his 
inclination ;  they  procured  him  the  enjoyments  of 
voluptuoufnels  and  the  refinements  of  luxury. 
He  preiently  learned  to  defpiie  the  manners  of  his 
country.  He  quitted  his  ulual  manner  of  eating, 
engaged  a  ruffian  cook,  and'  had  his  dinner  ferved 
up  upon  plate.  Inftead  of  going  on  horfeback, 
like  the  reft  of  his  countrymen,  he  travelled  and 
paraded  about  the  ftreets  in  a  magnificent  beiiin. 
Hecdlefs  of  his  independence,  and  to  the  degra- 
dation of  his  dignity,  he  folicited  a  title  in  the 
ruffian  army ;  and  accepted  a  captain's  commiffion 
in  the  preobaginiky  guards  ;  of  which  the  uniform 
was  lent  him,  with  the  ribbon  of  St.  Anne.  Vaf- 
iilliefky  and  Konitantinof,  ruffian  agents,  deco- 
rated with  the  title  of  minifters  plenipotentiary, 
were  by  turns  the  counfellors  of  this  too  confident 

teriy  the  khans  where  wholly  elective.  The  electors  were 
chiefly  the  myrzas  and  their  beys )  but  the  public  opinion  was 
abb  taken  into  conn  deration,  as  the  nomination  of  an  unwar- 
like  or  unpopular  khan  generally  brought  on  an  oppolition  from 
the  people.  The  porte  afterwards  eftabliihed  a  right  of  con- 
firming the  election,  which  foon  grew  into  a  right  of  appointing 
the  khan. 

prince; 
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prince;  and  thofe  who  contributed  moft  to  his 
ruin.  The  Tartars  loudly  condemned  his  man- 
ner of  life,  and  his  attachment  to  Ruffia ;  but,  as 
he  governed  them  with  gentlenefs  and  equity, 
they  afcribed  his  deviations  rather  to  the  chriflians 
than  to  himfelf. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Ruffians  were  in  want  of 
a  pretext  for  marching  their  troops  into  the  Kri- 
mea.  They  ftrove  hard  to  foment  fome  revolt, 
that  the  khan  might  implore  their  fuccour,  and 
furrender  himfelf  intirely  to  them.  Money,  pre- 
sents, Unifier  counfels  fecretly  fpread  by  their 
emifTaries,  prefently  raifed  him  enemies  even  in 
his  own  family.  Two  of  his  brothers,  one  of  whom, 
named  Bay-Gueray,  was  governor  of  the  Kuban, 
made  an  attempt  to  furprife  him  in  the  city  of 
Keffa,  where  he  relided,  and  forced  him  to  fly  for 
ihelter  to  Taganrok.  Immediately  a  ruffian  army 
marched  to  his  relief.  Potemkin  hailed  thither 
himfelf;  and  his  name  alone  was  fufficient  to  awe 
Bay-Gueray,  who  fent  to  inform  him  that  he 
voluntarily  diverted  himfelf  of  the  power  which 
he  had  ufurped. 

The  khan  Sahim-Gueray  now  entered  again  the 
Krimea  ;  and  having  called  together  the  greater 
part  of  the  tartar  chiefs,  he  delivered  up  to  them 
thirteen  of  the  principal  rebels,  who  were  put  to 
death  on  the  fpot.  After  which  he  faid:  — "  You 
"  fee.  before  you  my  two  brothers  and  myfelf: 
"  which  of  ug  will  you   have  to  govern   you? 

"  Name 
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"  Name  him  freely.  I  will  fubfcribe  to  your 
"  choice." — All  the  Tartars  fvvore  that  they  would 
have  none  but  Sahim-Gueray. 

This  arrangement  was  not  perhaps  very  agree- 
able to  the  court  of  Peterfburg  ;  but,  whatever 
courfe  the  Tartars  fhould  have  taken,  its  refolu- 
tion  was  already  adopted  ;  the  Krimea  was  to  be 
ufurped. 

The  emprefs  immediately  fent  off  reinforce- 
ments to  her  armies  in  Poland  and  the  Ukraine ; 
and  made  every  preparation  that  a  fpeedy  decla- 
ration of  war  could  require.  She  then  wrote  to 
her  minifter  at  Conflrantinople  to  demand  far  more 
extenilve  advantages  than  thofe  which  had  been 
ftipulated  by  the  treaties  ;  and  to  oblige  the  divan 
to  promife,  that,  whatever  might  hereafter  be  the 
fate  of  the  Krimea,  it  would  not  interfere.  She 
did  more  ;  ihe  engaged  the  imprudent  Sahim- 
Gueray  to  demand  the  ceffion  of  Otchakof. 

The  divan  was  incenfed  at  all  thefe  pretentions : 
but,  feeble  and  difunited,  they  feigned  a  deflre  to 
go  to  war;  yet  murmured,  inftead  of  flying  to 
arms.  They,  however,  fent  a  pafha  to  take  pof- 
ieffion  of  the  ifle  of  Taman.  Sahim-Gueray, 
pufhed  on  by  the  Ruffians,  fummoned  the  pafha 
to  retire.  Inftead  of  obeying,  the  irritated  pafha 
caufed  the  envoy  of  the  khan  to  be  beheaded. 
The  Ruffians,  pretending  a  determination  to 
avenge  the  affront  put  upon  that  prince,  requefted 
him  to  grant  them  a  paffa°e  for  their  troops  to  go 

and 
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and  attack  the  Turks  :  but  no  fooner  were  they 
entered  his  dominions,  than,  inftead  of  proceeding 
againft  Taman,  they  fell  back,  and  fpread  them- 
ielves  over  all  the  peninfula,  of  which  they  eaflly 
became  matters.  General  Balmaine  *  took  by 
furprife  the  town  of  Keffa,  where  the  khan  was, 
and  forced  the  imams,  the  myrzas,  and  the  other 
principal  Tartars,  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  emprefs. 

During  thefe  tranfaclions  general  Suvarof  had 
been  employed  in  fubduingtheTartars  ofthe Kuban 
and  the  Budziaks.  Prince  Potemkin,  who  had 
advanced  to  the  regions  beyond  the  Kuban,  was 
receiving  the  homage  of  fultan  Baaty-Gueray  and 
the  hordes  that  roam  about  thofe  extenfive  dif- 
tricls.   ' 

The  Ruffians  continued  for  feme  time  to  flatter 
the  khan,  and  prom i fed  him  a  penfion  of  eight 
hundred  thoufand  rubles  -f.  But  both  the  prince 
and  his  country  did  not  the  lefs  remain  under  the 
yoke. 

Though  this  invafion,  executed  in  violation  of 
every  law  of  nations,  and  under  fan  ct  ion  of  the 
facred  names  of  avenging  juftice  and  protecting 
friendfhip,  had  not  roufed  even  ottoman  indo- 
lence to  arms,  Catharine  neverthelefs  publifiied 

*  This  officer  was  a  fon  of  Ramfay,  vifcount  Balmaine, 
one  of  thofe  who  were  obliged  to  leave  Scotland  on  account  of 
their  adherence  to  the  unhappy  family  of  Stuart. 

f  Previous  to  the  conqv.efc  he  had  a  revenue  of  three  mil- 
lions of  rubles. 

a  mani- 
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a  manifefto  to  juftify,  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  the 
Spoliation  of  the  unfortunate  Sahim-Gueray,  and 
to  accufe  the  Tuyks  of  having  broken  the  treaty  of 
Ka'inardgi  *. 

The  pacific  difpofiticn  of  the  porte,  and  the 
terms,  propofed  in- confequence  of  it,  were  of  no 
avail  in  bringing  about  an  accommodation  with 
her  two  great  and  ambitious  neighbours.  Their 
demands  appeared  fo  exorbitant,  that  it  became  a 
queflion,  even  with  the  wife  and  moderate,  whe- 
ther it  were  not  better  at  once  to  put  every  thing 
to  the  hazard,  than  to  be  trained  on  through  de- 
grading eonceffions  to  a  Hate  of  imbecillity,  which 
would  not  leave  them  the  means  or  ability  of 
even  rendering  their  power  glorious.  The  de- 
mands made  by  Ruffia  were  no  lefs  than  the  full 
pofieffion  of  the  Krimea,  the  ifle  of  Taman,  the 
Kuban  and  Budziak,  with  the  fortrefs  of  Otchakof, 
and  other  ceffions  of  lefs  importance.  On  the 
part  of  the  emperor,  befides  fmalier  matters,  was 
required  the  full  reftitution  of  all  that  had  been 
ceded  by  the  treaty  of  Belgrade,  including  that 
city  itfelf,  with  a  considerable  part  of  the  pro- 
vinces of  Valakhia,  Servia,  and  Bomia  :  thefe 
ceffions  to  be  followed  by  fuch  a  demarcation  of 
limits  as  would  afford  a  farisfacfory  frontier  for 
their  future  fecurity.;  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Danube,  and  of  the  turkiih  feas,  being  in  all  cafes 


.  _   . 


*  See  this  manifefto  in  the  appendix  to  the  ptefent  volume, 
N°I. 

to 
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to  be  confidered  as  a  preliminary,  from  which 
there  was  no  receding. 

All  fides  prepared  for  the  moft  decifive  hofti- 
lity,  and  the  preparations  were  immenfe  on  all. 
The  year  1783  accordingly  exhibited  fuch  an  ap- 
paratus of  war  on  the  northern  and  eaftern  borders 
of  Europe,  as  had  never  before  been  beheld,  even 
in  thofe  martial  regions.  The  Danube  groaned, 
through  the  better  part  of  his  courfe,  under  the 
weight  of  the  prodigious  artillery,  and  the  im- 
menfe quantity  of  ammunition  and  provifion, 
which  the  emperor  forwarded  from  his  hereditary 
ftates  to  the  frontiers.  The  troops,  which  he  had 
already  in  Hungary  and  the  adjoining  provinces, 
were  e Miniated  at  more  than  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thoufand,  and  others  were  advancing  from 
different  quarters.  The  artillery  that  he  now  fent 
to  the  frontiers,  which  were  at  all  times  well  pro- 
vided with  that  article,  was  efrimated  at  more  than 
fifteen  hundred  pieces.  Indefatigable  in  all  his 
purfuits,  he  vifited  Hungary  and  the  adjoining 
provinces  early  in  the  funimer,  and  examined 
personally  the  frate  of  the  garrifons,  magazines, 
lines,  and  armies. 

The  ruffian  forces  were  at  the  fame  time  ad- 
vancing through  different  parts  of  Poland,  and 
through  all  the  countries  from  the  Don  to  the 
Dniepr,  towards  the  fcene  of  action.  Their  pre- 
parations were,  as  ufual,  immenfe ;  that  govern- 
ment 
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ment  never  hefitating  at  any  expence,  with  refpect 
to  labour,  men,  or  the  means  of  fupply  in  war. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  porte  had  drawn  great 
bodies  of  their  afiatic  troops  into  Europe  ;  fo  that 
their  armies  on  the  frontiers,  or  the  approach  to 
them,  already  exceeded  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  men.  Their  janiiTaries  and  european 
troops  were  in  good  condition ;  and  their  armies 
in  general  were  better  provided,  and  upon  a 
much  better  footing,  than  they  had  been  in  the 
late  war.  They  had  procured  a  great  number  of 
european  officers,  particularly  french,  to  come 
into  their  fervice  :  among  thefe  were  feverai  engi- 
neers, and  they  were  indefatigable  in  the  improve- 
ment of  their  artillery,  and  in  endeavouring  to  in- 
troduce the  european  modes  of  discipline,  cloth- 
ing, and  arms,  in  their  armies.  The  janiflaries  and 
foldiers  mewed,  upon  this  occaiion,  a  docility 
which  had  never  been  expected  from  them  :  in- 
deed, the  bigotry  and  prejudices  even  of  the 
common  people  were  viiibly  wearing  away  ;  fo 
powerful  are  the  effects  which  misfortunes,  joined 
with  the  example  of  their  rulers,  can  produce  in 
the  manners  and  tempers  of  men. 

The  capudan  pama,  who  was  the  life  of  all 
their  military  improvements,  as  well  by  land  as 
on  his  own  element,  had  formed  fuch  a  marine  on 
the  Euxine,  as  to  be  far  fuperior  to  the  ruffian 
naval  force  in  that  quarter.  He  had  likewife  a 
considerable  fleet  for  the  Archipelago  and  Medi- 

vol.  in.  d  terranean 
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terranean  fervice  :  but  that  was  the  ottoman  weak 
iide  ;  and  they  feemed  to  dread  Ruffia  more  there 
than  on  any  other. 

A  treaty  of  fome  fort  or  other,  either  of  com- 
merce, alliance,  or  both,  was  about  this  time 
concluded  between  Spain  and  the  porte.  The 
object  of  this  treaty  on  one  fide,  was,  an  engage- 
ment entered  into  by  the  other,  that  no  ruffian 
fieet,  beyond  a  certain  fpecified  number,  fhould 
in  future  be  permitted  to  enter  the  Mediterranean 
pn  terms  of  hoftility.  The  porte,  however,  fur- 
rounded  almoft  as  fhe  was  by  her  formidable 
enemies,  had  ftill  one  confolation  in  referve.  She 
knew,  that,  as  France  was  now  difengaged  from 
the  war  with  England,  fhe  would  not  be  aban- 
doned  to  abfolute  deftruction  by  all  the  weftern 
powers.  Nor  was  it  to  be  fuppofed,  that  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  or  even  Sweden,  could  have  been 
a  filent  or  inactive  fpectator  of  fo  great  an  accef- 
iion  of  power,  as  the  fpoils  of  the  ottoman  empire 
would  afford,  to  their  already  too  formidable 
neighbours.  At  all  events,  the  porte  prepared 
vigorously  for  war. 

In  regard  to  the  tranfactions  on  the  fide  of  the 
Krimea  and  the  different  Tartaries,  it  appears  that 
the  Ruffians  had,  in  fome  part  of  the  preceding 
year,  entirely  defeated  the  new  khan  of  the  Kri- 
mea, and  obliged  him  to  abandon  the  peninfula  ; 
that  his  party  were  either  difperfed  or  fubdued  ; 
and  that   the  conquerors   had   made  themfelves 

mallei  s 
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matters  of  all  the  considerable  fcrtrefTes  and  ports 
of  that  country.  That,  befides  fubdaing  the  Ku- 
ban, and  other  neighbouring  Tartars,  they  had 
extended  their  power  over  no  fmall  part  of  the 
mountains  of  Caucafus,  towards  the  borders  of 
Georgia  and  Armenia,  the  petty  ftates  in  thofe 
parts  becoming  their  taffals,  under  the  name  of 
receiving  their  protection.  That  Solomon,  the 
chriftian  prince  of  Mingrelia,  being  reftored  to 
his  principality,  by  their  affiftance,  fubmitted  to 
the  fame  ftate  of  vaffalage  :  which,  in  fact,  was 
no  more  than  changing;  his  mailers  ;  his  countrv 
having  been,  from  time  immemorial,,  under  a 
fimilar  fubjection  to  the  Turks.  Prince  Hera- 
clius  of  Georgia,'  ever  watchful  of  occafions  of 
advantage,  havings  during  the  late  war,  feized 
the  double  opportunity  of  the  troubles  in  Perfia, 
and  the  weaknefs  of  the  porte,  to  renounce  his 
fealty  to  both  powers,  had  of  courfe  entered  into 
a  Uriel:  alliance  with  Ruilia  *. 

This 

*  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  ruffian  accounts  have  con- 
ftandy  mifreprefented  this  bufmefs,  the)r  Hating,  that  prince 
Heraelius,  as  well  as  Solomon,  had,  at  his  own  de-fire,  become 
avaflaltothe  emprefs.  The  fa&  is  however  ofherwife.  Hera- 
elius was  too  ftrongly  fortified  in  the  faftnefs  of  his  countrv,. 
and  at  too  far  a  difiance  to  be  compelled  to  fuch  a  meafure  ; 
and  he  was  too  proud  and  too  wife  to  become  a  flave  with- 
out occasion.  He  had,  through  the  courfe  of  no  fliort  life, 
bravely  encountered,  and  fortunately  furmounted,  many  and 
at  dangers,  to  fave  or  to  free  his  country  from  the  loweft 

d  2  degradation, 


.3 


ofi  LIFE    OF    THE  \}1^%' 

This  war  in  the  Krimea  had  not.  proceeded 
without  great  difficulties.  The  ruffian  manifefto, 
which  was  published  as  a  justification  to  the 
world  of  her  conduct  in  taking  poiFeffion  of  the 
Krimea,  ftates  the  expences  of  the  war  at  twelve 
millions  of  rubles  (which  does  not  fall  far  fhort  of 
three  millions  flerling),  and  feems  to  consider  that 
expence  as  a  foundation  for  one  of  the  emprefs's 
claims  upon  that  country.  The  fame  piece,  in 
Hating  the  lofs  of  lives  upon  the  occafion,  ob- 
ferving  that  their  value  is  ineftimable,  refrains  ac- 
cordingly from  giving  an  account  of  the  number. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  ruffian  khan  abdicated 
his  throne,  and  transferred  the  fuppofed  right  to 
the  dominion  of  his  country  to  the  emprefs.  This 
was  no  lefs  than  an  abfolute  fale  of  a  people  and 
their  country,  the  khan  receiving  comlderable 
eftates  in  Ruffia  for  the  purchafe.  It  feems  re- 
markable, that  neither  this  abdication  nor  pur- 
chafe are  fpecified  as  affording  any  title  or  claim 
to  Ruffia  upon  the  country  ;  nor  indeed  are  they 


degradation  of  abjeft  vaffalage.  He  had  happily  fucceeded 
in  obtaining  for  it,  and  for  himfelf  (though  by  a  precarious 
tenure)  a  freedom  as  perfedt  as  unexpe6tcd.  He  could  be 
little  difpofed  to  refign  it  now,  who,  through  the  weaknefs 
of  his  two  fuperior  lords,  even  while  he  acknowledged  their 
dominion,  had  for  many  years  been  in  the  habit  of  letting  his 
fealty  and  allegianee  hang  very  loofely  about  him. 

at 
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at  all  taken  notice  of  in  the  manifcfto  published 
by  the  emprefs  on  the  occafion  *. 

In  that  piece,  which  is  figned  by  her  majefty, 
and  dated  at.  St.  Feterfburg  on  the  8th  of  April, 
1783,  (although  it  did  not  make  its  appearance 
until  late  in  the  fummer,)  the  Krimea,  the  Ku- 
ban, and  the  ifland  of  Taman,  are  declared  to  be 
for  ever  annexed  to  her  dominions.  It  ftates,  that 
the  great  fucceiTes  which  enabled  Ruffia  to  fub- 
due  the  Krimea  in  the  late  war,  and  to  have  re- 
tained it,  if  fhe  had  fo  chofen,  at  the  peace, 
would  have  afforded  her  a  full  rigkt  to  its  do- 
minion. But  that  and  many  other  conquefts  were 
facriflced  to  her  defire  of  eftabliihing  the  public 
tranquillity,  and  the  friendfhip  between  the  two 
empires,  upon  the  mofr.  permanent  foundations. 
That  thefe  motives  had  induced  her  to  fhpulate 
for  the  freedom  and  independence  of  the  Tartars, 
as  the  means  of  cutting  off  every  poffible  caufe  of 
future  diffenfion. 

The  failure  of  this  defign,  and  all  the  fubfequent 
troubles  of  the  Krimea,  are  partly  attributed  to 
the  fecret  insinuations  and  conduct  of  a  certain  un- 
named, but  well-underftood,  power,  in  foment- 
ing the  difcontents,  partly  to  the  reftlefs  temper 
of  the  tartar  nation,  and  partly  to  their  being  fo 
long  accuftomed  to  fervitude,   that  the  greater 

*  Which  the  reader  may  fee  at  large  in  the  appendix  at 
the  end  of  the  volume.,  N°  I. 

35  3  part 
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part  of  the  people  were  incapable  of  uftderftanding 
or  enjoying  the  benefits  of  that  freedom  and  in- 
dependence which  had  been  obtained  for  them. 
To  indemnify  Ruffia  for  the  expence  of  money 
and  blood  me  had  already  been  at,  to  prevent 
iimilar  confequences  in  future,  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  public  tranquillity,  and  to  remove  all 
caufes  of  farther  contention  between  the  two  em- 
pires, were  held  out  to  be  the  objects  of  the  pre- 
fect meafure.  At  the  conclusion  of  her  majefty's 
manifefto  *he  Tartars  were  allured  that  they  "mould 
be  placed  upon  an  equality  with  the  ancient  liib- 
jecls  of  Ruffia,  and  that  they  mould  enjoy  the 
moift  abfolute  liberty  of  confcience,  with  the  full 
exercife  of  their  public  worfhip  and  religious  cere- 
monies ;  and  they  are  exhorted  to  imitate  the 
bmifuon,  the  zeal,  and  fidelity  of  the  people, 
who  had  loftg  had  the  happinefs  of  living  under 
]ier  government.  But  the  generality  of  the  Tar- 
tars, little  affected  by  the,  promifes  and  the  exhor- 
tations of  Catharine,  refolved  to  deliver  them- 
felves  from  the  yoke  which  her  generals  had  juit 
been  impofmg  on  them.  Potemkin,  being  made 
acquainted  with  their  delign,  gave  orders  to 
prince  Prozorofsky  to  feize  on  the  principal  per- 
fons  concerned,  and  to  punifh  them  with  death 
on  the  fpot.  Prozorofsky  had  the  noble  fumnefs 
to  anfwer,  that  he  was  not  calculated  for  an  af- 
famri  •«     On  this,   Potemkin   applied  to  general 

v>  Prince  Prozorofsky  was  afterwards  governor  of  Mofco. 

Paul 
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Paul  Potemkin,  his  coufin,  who  can  fed  thirty 
thoufand  Tartars,  of  either  fex,  and  every  age,  to 
be  flaughtered  in  cold  blood. 

This  manifefto  was  anfwered  by  the  porte  in  Co 
mafterly  a  manner,  both  with  refpedl  to  ftyle  and 
matter,  that  it  might  be  confidered  as  a  model  for 
inch  documents.  After  pointing  out,  and  feverely 
animadverting  upon  the  encroaching  difpofition 
and  the  over-ruling  fpirit  of  the  court  of  Peterf- 
burg,  and  examining  and  invalidating  the  pre- 
tended claims  upon  the  Krimea,  it  proceeds  to 
expofe,  in  a  very  finking  point  of  view,  that 
wantonnefs  of  power,  and  inordinancy  of  ambi- 
tion, which  could  extend  them  to  the  Kuban,  to 
the  ille  of  Taman,  and  to  the  fovereignty  of  the 
Euxine.  It  puts  the  queftion,  What  pretention 
of  right  can  Ruffia  have  to  territories  annexed  for 
ages  to  the  dominions. of  the  porte?  Would 
not  fuch  claims,  on  any  part  of  the  ruffian  em- 
pire, be  inftantly  repulfed.  And  can  it  be  pre- 
fumed  that  the  fublime  porte,  iiowever  detirous 
of  peace,  will  acquiefce  in  wrong,  which,  how- 
ever it  may  be  difguifed  by  ambition,  under  the 
colour  of  policy,  reafon  and  equity  muft  deem 
abfolute  ufurpation  ?  What  northern  power  has 
the  porte  offended  ?  Whofe  territories  have  the 
ottoman  troops  invaded  ?  In  the  country  of 
what  prince  is  the  turkifh  flandard  displayed  ? 
Content  with  the  boundaries  of  empire  affigned 
by  God  and  the  prophet,  the  wiihes  of  the  porte 

d  4  are 
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are  for  peace  :  but  if  the  court  of  Ruffia  be  de- 
termined in  her  claims,  and  will  not  recede,  with- 
out acquifitions  of  territory  which  do  not  belong 
to  her,  appealing  to  the  world  for  the  juftice  of  its 
proceedings,  the  fublime  porte  muft  prepare  for 
war,  relying  on  the  decrees  of  heaven,  and  con- 
fident in  the  interpofition  of  the  prophet  of  pro- 
phets, that  he  will  protect  his  faithful  followers 
in  the  hour  of  every  difficulty. 

The  porte,  but  little  verfed  in  the  art  of  reafon- 
ing,  and  yet  determined  to  reply  to  the  emprefs's 
manifefto,  had  recourfetoa  chriftianpen*,  which 
eafily  proved  the  injustice  of  Catharine's  preten- 
tions, and  the  perfidioufnefs  of  her  conduct : 
but  of  what  avail  are  fuch  writings  ?  The  caufes 
of  fovereigns  are  pleaded  effectually  no  otherwife 
than  by  the  fword  ;  and  for  a  long  time  the  Turks 
were  afraid  to  employ  it,  or  employed  it  but  badly 
again  ft  the  Ruffians.  They  did  not  even  dare  re- 
fufe  to  fign  a  new  treaty  of  alliance  and  commerce 
prefented  to  them  from  the  emprefs  by  Bulgazof, 
her  minifter  at  Constantinople,  a  treaty  that  for- 
mally contradicted  the  anfwer  they  had  given  to 
her  manifefto. 

Notwithftanding  this,  remaining  firmly  decided 
to  declare  war  againft  the  Turks,  and  being  ap- 
prehenfive  that  Guftavus  III.  might  take  advan- 

$  The  anfwer  of  the  porte  was  attributed  to  fir  Robert 
Ainfiie,  the  englifh  minifter  at  Conftantinople. 

tage 
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tage  of  the  ruffian  armies  for  attacking  her  in  that 
quarter,  Catharine  formed  the  defign  of  conclu- 
ding a  new  treaty  of  alliance  with  that  prince. 
She  had  already  propofed  it  to  him  feveral  times,, 
both  by  the  minifter  whom  he  had  at  Peterfburg, 
and  by  that  whom  fhe  kept  at  Stockholm  ;  but  her 
attempts  were  without  effect.  She  refolved  on  hav- 
ing a  fecond  interview  with  the  fwedifh  monarch- 

The  place  of  appointment  was  fixed  for  Frede- 
rikfham,  a  fmall  town  firongly  fortified  on  the 
gulph  of  Finland,  and  the  lafc  poiTeffcd  by  the 
Ruffians  on  the  fide  of  Sweden  *.  The  emprefs 
repaired  thither  -f~  in  a  yacht.  She  was  attended 
by  count  Ivan  Chernichef,  the  minifter  Bezbo- 
rodko,  the  grand  ecuyer  Nariihkin,  the  favourite 
Lanfkoi,  and  feveral  ladies  of  the  court  ;  among 
whom  was  princefs  Dafhkof,  who  for  fome  time 
pall  had  to  all  appearance  regained  the  friendihip 
of  Catharine. 

Guftavus  J  had  in  his  fuite  count  Kreutz  §, 
his  firft  minifter,  general  Armfeldt,  Munck,  and 
feveral  other  officers. 

*  Since  the  peace  of  Varela,  concluded  in  1790,  the  laft 
fortrefs  belonging  to  the  Ruffians  on  the  lide  of  Sweden  is 
Kymene-Gorod,  built  on  the  bank  of  the  little  Kymene. 

f  The  29th  of  June. 

X  Only  a  few  days  before,  being  at  a  review^  he  had  his  arm 
broke  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe. 

§  The  fame  who  had  been  ambi-fTador  in  Spain  and  in  France. 

The 
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The  emprefs  had  previoufly  caufed  two  con- 
tiguous houfes  to  be  hired,  which  were  furnifhed 
with  great  elegance,  and  between  which  a  gallery 
of  communication  had  been  conftructed.  One  of 
thefe  was  occupied  by  herfelf,  the  other  ferved 
as  quarters  to  the  king  of  Sweden;  in  fiich  manner, 
that  during  the  four  days  that  thefe  two  fovereigns 
remained  at  Frederikfham,  they  might  freely  dif- 
courfe  together  as  often  as  occafion  required  *. 

The  peace  had  been  ligned  fome  months  before -f-. 
There  was  no  longer  any  reafon  for  keeping  the 
neutrality  of  the  north  in  arms  ;  yet  the  emprefs 
being  defirous  of  it,  Guftavus  confented.  She 
afterwards  propofed  to  that  prince  to  remain  neuter 
during  the  war  with  the  Turks  ;  and  allured  him, 
that  after  the  termination  of  that  war  fhe  would 
ailift  him  in  gaining  pofTeffion  of  Norway.  Flat- 
tered with  this  hope,  Guftavus  prom i(ed  to  com- 
ply with  all  that  Catharine  required  ;  and  they 
parted  highly  fatisfied  one  with  the  other,  and 
their  minds  filled  with  their  different  fchemes 
of  conqueft. 

*  The  eijiprelsj  who  was  lavifh  of  her  fine  fpeeches  to  the 
-  fwedifh  monarch,  engaged  Hoeyer,  a  daniih  painrer,  to. exe- 
cute a  picture-^  where  that  princefs  and  Guftavus  TIT.  are  re- 
presented fitting  and  converting  amicably  together.  ,M.  Caftera 
tell  us  he  faw  the  original  of  this  picture  in  the  cabinet  of 
the  king  of  Sweden  at  Droningiholm  ;  he  likewife  faw  a  copy 
of  it  at  the  painter  ttceyer-s  houfe  at  Copenhagen. 
|  In  the  month  of  January. 

Before 
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Before  ihe  quitted  Frederikfham,  the  emprefs 
gave  her  portrait  to  count  Kreutz,  and  teltiiied  her 
magnificence  towards  the  fwediih.  officers.,  Guf- 
tavus  alfo  made  divers  prefents  to  the  ruffian  minif- 
ters  and  courtiers.  He  decorated  the  favourite 
Lanfko'i  with  the  order  of  the  polar  liar;  and,  on 
his  return  to  Sweden,  he  fent  to  princefs  Dafhkof 
a  diploma  of  member  of  the  academy  of  Stockholm. 

Theporte  was  the  lefs  eager  to  make  war,  as  the 
preparations  of  the  Ruffians  feemed  infallibly  to 
affure  them  of  victory.  Seventy  thoufand  men, 
under  the  orders  of  prince  Potemkin,  were  af- 
fembled  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Krimea.  Prince 
Repnin  was  at  the  head  of  forty  thoufand,  in 
readinefs  to  back  the  former.  Marfhal  Romant- 
zof,  with  a  third  army,  had  his  general  quarters 
at  Kief.  The  fquadrons  of  the  Euxine  were  armed  ; 
and  ten  fail  of  the  line,  with  feveral  frigates,  were 
only  waiting  the  fignal  for  proceeding  from  the 
Baltic  to  the  Mediterranean. 

1784.  The  court  of  London,  vexed  that  Ruffia 
had  appeared  at  the  head  of  the  armed  neutrality, 
{trained  every  nerve  to  induce  the  divan  to  have 
recourfe  to  arms  :  but  in  vain.  France  and  Aus- 
tria prevented  it.  Inftead  of  fighting,  they  took 
the  better  mode  of  negotiation.  By  a  new  treaty, 
ligned  at  Constantinople,  between  the  ruffian 
plenipotentiary  Bulgakof  and  the  minifters  of 
the  grand  iignior,  the  emprefs  retained  the  fo- 
vefeignty  of  the  Krimea,   of  the  ifle  of  Taman, 

and- 
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and  a  great  part  of  the  Kuban  ;  and  the  Turks 
acknowledged  the  right  which  me  pretended  in- 
conteftibly  to  have  to  the  dominion  of  the  Euxine, 
and  to  the  paiiage  of  the  Dardanelles.  Thus 
Catharine  acquired,  without  the  neceffity  of  going 
to  war,  a  vaft  territory,  with  a  million  and  a  half 
of  new  fubjeets. 

The  emprefs  reftored  their  antient  names  to 
the  Krimea  and  to  the  Kuban  The  former  of 
thefe  countries  was  called  Tavrida,  and  the  other 
Caucafus  *. 

The  example  of  Sahim-Gueray  might  have 
taught  the  other  princes  to  dread  the  cruel  protec- 
tion of  Ruffia :  but  the  prefents  of  prince  Potem- 
kin  dazzled  the  eyes  of  fome  of  them.  Heraclius, 
fovereign  of  Kartalinia  and  Kakhetti,  who  had 
formerly  borne  arms  under  the  famous  Thamas 
Kouli-khan,  and  fought  in  the  laft  war  of  the  Ruf- 

*  Yvrhich  never  fail  to  remind  us  of  the  old  ftories  of  the 
grecian  hiltory  :  IphigeniainTauris ;  the  race-ground  of  Achil- 
les ;  the  cities  Pantikapceum,  Bofphorus,  Tanais;  and  of  the 
chained  Prometheus,  the  tribes  of  Caucafus  and  Circaffia,  frill 
famous  for  the  beauty  of  its  ladies.  The  territory  of  the  Kri- 
mea is  larger  than  the  kingdom  of  Pruflia  was  at  that  time 
(that  is,  Eaft  and  Weft  Pruffia  and  the  Netz  diftria) ;  has  a 
rich  foil,  but  is  poor  in  people.  Catharine  herfelf  brought 
away  in  1779  the  numerous  Greeks  that  inhabited  the  fouthern 
part  of  the  peninfula  into  her  own  country ;  though  they  have 
not  been  very  profperous  in  their  new  diftricls ;  at  that  time, 
therefore,  fhe  feems  to  have  had  no  thought  of  taking  pof- 
itrflion  cf  it. 

nans 
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fians  againft   the  Turks,  performed  homage    to 
Catharine  for  his  dominions. 

Solomon,  fultan  of  Immeritia  and  Georgia,  was 
alfo,  as  we  have  feen,  purlued  by  the  courteous 
intrigues  and  the  treacherous  benefits  of  the  em- 
prefs  and  the  favourite.  Brave  and  haughty,  he 
at  firft  refolutely  perfifted  in  depending  entirely 
on  his  fcymetar  ;  but  a  mound  of  gold,  a  crown, 
and  oftentatious  promifes,  reduced  him  to  flavery. 
Shortly  after  this  he  died  ;  and  fultan  David  his 
fon  was  incapable  of  imitating  him,  except  in  his 
weakneffes. 

Potemkin  did  not  invade  the  country  of  the 
Zaporogians;  but,  ever  combining  artifice  with 
force,  he  carried  off  fixty  thoufand  of  thefe 
kozaks,  and  fent  them  into  the  country  of  the 
Nogais  and  to  the  fhores  of  the  fea  of  Azof  and 
the  Euxine,  where  he  founded  thofe  colonies  which 
at  prefent  furnifh  failors  to  the  fquadrons  of 
the  Euxine,  and  efpecially  to  the  galley-fleet  of 
Nicolaef. 

While  employed  in  extending  the  empire  of 
his  fove reign,  prince  Potemkin  was  not  unmindful 
of  his  perfonal  interefts.  Though  proprietor  of 
immenfe  eftates  in  different  provinces  of  Ruflia, 
he  ftill  acquired  a  part  of  the  rich  domains  which 
the  princes  Lubomirlky  and  Sapieha  had  poffefTed 
in  Podolia  and  Lithuania.  His  enemies  thought 
that  he  was  providing  for  a  retreat  into  Poland  : 
but,  whatever  were  his  intentions^  never  did  his 

favour 
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favour  appear  to  firmly  eftabii  hed,  never  had  he 
been  attached  to  Ruffia-  by  fo  many  titles  and  em- 
ployments. The  ernprefs  honoured  him  with  the 
iurnamt  of  Tavritichefky  *,  gave  him  the  govern- 
ment of  Tavrida,  with  the  rank  of  grand  admiral 
of  the  Euxine,  and  built  for  him  the  magnificent 
palace  in  Petersburg  which  bears  the  name  of 
Tavritfchefkv. 

This  fuperb  edifice,  the  Taurian  Palace,  con- 
fids  properly  of  only  a  ground  floor ;  but  the 
body  of  the  building,  the  wings  whereof  extend 
to  a  prodigious  length,  has  over  the  portal  two 
ftories,  iupported  by  columns,  which  are  covered 
at  top  by  a  grand  cupola.  The  entrance  of  the 
main  building  leads  into  an  open  fpace,  in  which, 
on  both  fides,  lodging  rooms  project.  Through 
this  is  the  grand  entrance  into  a  quadrangular 
veitibule,  furrounded  by  columns  of  extraordinary 
magnitude,  and  lighted  from  above  by  the  win- 
dows of  the  fecond  fiory.  A  gallery  at  a  con- 
fiderable  height  runs  round  it,  for  the  orcheftra, 
which  is  alio  provided  with  an  organ.  From 
this  veftibule  the  fpeclator .  proceeds  into  the 
grand  hall,  through  a  double  row  of  columns. 
If  it  be  poflible  by  verbal  defcription  to  excite 
the  i.mpreflion  which  the  fight  of  this  temple  of 
gigantic  architecture  produces,  it  can  only  be  done 
by  the  mofl  artlefs  and  fimple  reprefentation.   Let 

TbeTaurisn. 
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the  reader  then  figure  to  himfelf  a  hall  upwards  of 
a  hundred  paces  in  length,  proportionally  broad, 
having  the  roof  fnpported  by  a  double -colonnade 
of  coloflal  pillars.     At  about  half  the  height  be- 
tween  theie  pillars  are   boxes,  ornamented  with 
filk  curtains  and  fefcoons.     In  the  pafiage  formed 
by   the   double   rows   of  pillars,  hang  at   ftated 
diftances  large  cryftal  luitres  from  London,  the 
lights  of  which  are  reflected  by  a  mirror  of  un- 
common  fize  at   each  end   of  the   room.     The 
room  itfelf  has  neither  ornaments  nor  furniture, 
it  being  only  designed  for  grand  entertainments  : 
but,  in  each  of  the  two  femicircles  that  terminate 
the  colonnades,  frands  a  vaf'e  of  carrara  marble, 
both  of  which,  by  their  extraordinary  magnitude 
and  the  excellence  of  their  workmanfhip,  corref- 
pond  with  the  grandeur  and  magnificence  of  the 
whole.     Now  let  the  reader,  with  his  intellectual 
compaffes,  itrike   out   a  femicircle  from  one  end 
of  this  great  colonnade  to  the  other,  on  the  fide 
facing   the  vefribule    by  which   he  entered,  and 
this  will  inclofe  the  winter-garden,  of  itfelf  an 
enormous  building  ;  the  roof  of  which  being  too 
large  to  fupport  itfelf  without  columns,  theie  are 
made  to  referable   palm  trees.     The  warmth   is 
kept  up  by  numerous  flues  in  the  walls  and  co- 
lumns, and  by  leaden  pipes  with  hot  water  run- 
ning in  various  ramifications  under  ground  be- 
neath the  parterres  and  grafs  plots.     The  walks  of 
this  garden  lead  between  flowery  Ihrubs  and  fruit- 
bearing 
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bearing  hedges,  in  Terpentine  directions  over  little 
hills,  and  to  a  variety  of  bowers,  occasioning  at 
every  fbep  fome  new  furprife.  The  ej^e,  when 
weary  of  the  luxurious  mixture  of- gaudy  colours 
in  the  vegetable  world,  recreates  itfelf  in  contem- 
plating the  choicer!:  productions  of  art.  Here  a 
grecian  head  invites  our  admiration  ;  there  the 
attention  is  fixed  by  a  motley  collection  of  rare 
iifhes  in  cryftal  vafes.  We  turn 'from  thefe  ob- 
jects to  enter  a  grotto  of  mirror-glafs,  which  re- 
flects the  trees,  and  plants,  and  ftatues,  and 
flowers  in  multiplied  diverfity,  or  to  gaze  at  the 
lingular  mixture  of  colours  in  the  faces  of  a 
mirror-obelifk.  The  genial  warmth,  the  odour 
of  the  nobler  plants,  the  voluptuous  filence  that 
reign  in  this  enchanting  garden,  lull  the  fancy 
into  fweet  romantic  dreams :  we  think  ourfelvefc 
in  the  groves  of  Italy,  while  torpid  nature,  through 
the  windows  of  this  pavilion,  announces  the  fe- 
verity  of  a  northern  winter. — In  the  centre  of  this 
bold  creation  Hands  on  an  elevated  pedeftal  the 
frame  of  Catharine  II.  of  carrara  marble,  with  the 
attributes  of  legiflatrix.  —  On  the  death  of  prince 
Potemkin  the  emprefs  adopted  this  as  her  autum- 
nal palace ;  for  which  purpofe  the  left  wing  was 
lengthened  by  taking  in  the  whole  fide  of  a  ftreet. 
In  making  the  neceffary  alterations  fifteen  hundred 
men  were  employed,  who  continued  their  work 
in  the  night  by  the  light  of  torches,  that  it  might 
be  ready  for  the  coming  autumn.     Compare  the 

foregoin 
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foregoing  defcription   of  the  winter-garden  with 
that  of  the  climate  of  Ruffia  *. 

In  proportion  as  the  number  of  thofe  who  had 
long  been  in  her  fervice  diminifhcd,  Catharine 
doubtlefs  was  the  better  able  to  judge  of  their 
value.  She  loft  now  the  two  principal  chiefs  of 
the  confpiracy  that  had  placed  her  on  the  throne. 
Count  Nikita  Ivanovitch  Panin  and  prince  Gre- 
gory Orlof  died  almoft  at  the  fame  time,  one  at 
Peterfburg,  the  other  at  Mofco. 

Panin  died  of  grief  and  chagrin,  a  fatal  malady 
to  which  difcarded  minifters  are  very  liable -j% 
From  the  moment  when  Potemkin  refitted  him 
in  the  council  and  deprived  him  of  the  manage- 
ment of  affairs,  he  began  vifibly  to  decline,  and 
was  a  fir  anger  to  all  repofe  of  mind  but  what  he 
looked  for  in  death. 

Prince  Orlof  clofed  his  term  of  life  in  a  frill 
more  tremendous  manner.  Though  he  remained 
in  poffeffion  of  the  benefits  which  the  emprefs  had 
heaped  upon  him,    and   was  the  hufband   of  a 

*  In  our  preliminaries,  vol.  i.  p.  7,  8,  and  feq.— -See 
Storch's  "  Gemoelde  von  St.  Peterfburg." 

f  Count  Panin  died  the  31ft  of  March  1783,  and  left  be- 
hind him  the  character  of  an  honeft  well-meaning  man.  At 
his  death  his  eftates  were  fold  for  173000  rubles,  which  was 
not  fufficient  to  pay  his  debts.-  Many  inftances  of  his  gene- 
rofity  are  well  known  :  of  9000  boors  once  prefented  bim  by 
the  emprefs,  he  gave  4000  among  three  of  his  fecretaries  in 
the  department  of  foreign  affairs. 

vol.  in.  e  young 
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young  and  handfome  wife,  the  prefence  of  the 
new  favourites  was  infupportable  to  him.  He 
paired  almoft  all  the  latter  years  of  his  life  in 
travelling.  In  1782  he  flopped  at  Laufanne, 
where  he  ha«i  the  misfortune  to  lofe  his  wife, 
which  threw  him  into  a  deep  melancholy.  He 
immediately  returned  to  court,  but  it  was  only  to 
prefent  to  his  former  friends  the  fad  fpectacle  of 
his  infanity.  At  one  moment  he  delivered  himfelf 
up  to  an  extravagant  gaiety  *,  which  made  the 
courtiers  laugh :  then,  burftin-g  out  into  re- 
proaches againft  the  emprefs,  he  ftruck  terror  and 
amazement  into  all  that  heard  him,  and  plunged 
the  monarch  herfelf  in  the  bitternefs  of  grief. 
At  length  he  was  forced  to  retire  to  Mofco.  There 
his  remorfe  revived  with  tenfold  fury.  The  bleeding 
fhade  of  Peter  III.  purfued  him  into  every  retreat ; 
haunted  his  affrighted  mind  by  day,  and  feared 
him  in  the  vilions  of  the  night ;  he  beheld  it  in- 

*  When  Gregory  Orlof  was  all-powerful  at  court,  he  fre- 
quently called  Catharine  by  the  diminutive  of  her  name, 
Kattinka  or  Katou/chka.  After  his  return  from  his  firft  travels, 
he  retained  this  habit.  He  had  brought  with  him  from  Hol- 
land a  fort  of  doftor,  or  rather  a  buffoon,  named  Janijoffy,  who 
took  the  fame  liberty.  The  emprefs  was  at  times  fubjeel:  to 
fits  of  low  fpirits,  of  which  this  phyflcian  pretended  to  cure 
her ;  and  when  he  found  her  in  a  dull  humour,  he  would  fay, 
*'  Kattinka,  we  rauft  be  cheerful  in  order  to  be  well,  and  we 
"  muft  walk  in  order  to  be  cheerful." — Then,  giving  her  his 
arm  he  walked  with  her  about  the  gardens  of  the  palace. 

ceflantlv 
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ceilantly  aiming  at  him  an  avenging  dart,  and  he 
expired  in  the  agonies  of  defpair  *. 

In  the  former  period  of  his  favour,  Gregory 
Orlof  had  received  of  the  emprefs  a  medallion 
furrounded  with  brilliants,  on  which  was  the 
portrait  of  that  princefs,  and  he  wore  it  at  his 
button-hole.  After  the  death  of  the  prince,  count 
Vladimir  Orlof  came  to  Peterfburg  to  prefent  this 
miniature  to  the  fovereign,  who  returning  it  to 
him,  bade  him  give  it  to  his  brother  Alexey, 
whom  fhe  permitted  to  wear  it.  Surely  an  awful 
prefent ! 

*  In  the  month  of  April  1783  < 
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CHAP.    XIV. 

Relations  of  Rujjia  with  Perfia,  with  China,  and 
with  Japan.  —  The  emprefs  refolves  to  defend  the 
rights  of  Jofeph  II.  over  the  Scheldt.  —  Adventure 
cf  the  grand  duke  at  Gatfhina.  —  Death  of  Lan- 
fno'i.  —  Marriage  of  prince  Potemkin.  —  Termolof 
becomes  favourite.  ■ —  League  of  the  eleclors.  — 
Treaty  cf  commerce  zvith  France.  —  Dinner  of 
Toleration.  —  Mononof  jucceeds  Termolof.  —  The 
emprefs  pur  chafes  the  libraries  of  Voltaire  and  of 
d'Alembert. —  1784,   1785,   1786. 

1  HE  vicinity  of  the  Cafpian  invites  the  Ruffians 
to  trade  with  Perfia  ;  and  by  Perfia  they  can  eafily 
profecute  a  commerce  with  India.  Accordingly 
they  have  long  profited  by  this  advantage.  Tzar 
Alexe'y  Mikhailovitch,  who  in  a  manner  prepared 
the  reign  of  his  Ion  Peter  I.  as  Philip  had  pre- 
pared that  of  Alexander,  caufed  fome  fmall 
veffels  to  be  built  by  his  dutch  carpenters  *,  with 
which  he  protected  the  commerce  carried  on  by 
his  fubjecls  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  provinces 
of  GliiJan  and  Mazanderan. 

*  About  the  year  1660. 

Peter 
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Peter  I.  whofe  genius  favoured  every  thing  that 
was  grand  or  ufeful,  extended  thefe  relations  ftill 
farther,  and  eftablifhed  a  counting-houfe  at 
Schamachy,  a  rich  and  commercial  town,  which 
is  faid  to  have  been  the  antient  abode  of  Cyrus  *. 
Perfia  was  at  that  time  a  prey  to  a  number  of 
petty  rebellious  tyrants,  who,  taking  advantage 
qf  the  quarrels  between  the  ufurper  Mahmoud  ~J~ 
and  the  feeble  Schah-Huflein  j,  pillaged  and 
ravaged  thofe  delighted  countries.  The  Lefghis, 
a  race  of  Tartars  who  are  the  antient  Albanians, 
rulhed  clown  from  Mount  Caucaius,  made  them- 
felves  matters  of  Schamachy,  and  maflacred  the 
ruffian  merchants  with  the  other  inhabitants. 

Juftly  incenfed  at  this  outrage,  Peter  demanded 
juftice  of  its  authors  :  but  either  from  inability  or 
infolence,  fatisfa&ion  was'  denied  him.  From 
that  moment  he  refolved  to  feek  his  own  revenge, 
and  by  taking  advantage  of  the  troubles  in  Perfia, 
to  gain  poffeffion  of  the  whole  weftern  coaft  of 
the  Cafpian.  He  embarked  §  on  that  lea,  failed 
as  far  as  the  town  of  Andreof,  landed  and  pro- 

*  He  is  called  Kur-khan  by  the  Tartars  and  Perfians,  who 
relate  many  particulars  concerning  that  prince,  unknown  to 
the  hiftories  in  ufe  among  us.  Some  pretend  that  he  had  his 
name  from  the  river  Kur. 

f  Son  of  the  barbarian  Mirvei'tz. 

X  Schah,  or  Schach,  fignifies  fovereign,  Sophi  is  not  a 
title ;  it  is  the  name  of  a  family,  which  traces  back  its  origin 
to  Tamerlane. 

§  In  1722.  —  See  the  hiftory  of  Peter  the  great. 

e  3  ceeded 
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ceeded  to  lay  fiege  to  Derbent,  capital  of  the 
Dagheftan.  Derbent*,  a  fortified  town  of  con- 
siderable ftrength,  and  taking  its  name  from  having 
formerly  an  iron  gate,  made  no  greater  refinance 
then  than  it  fince  did  in  our  times,  when  attacked 
by  Valerian  Zubof-f-.  The  troops  of  Peter  I. 
were  victorious  not  only  at  Derbent,  but  before 
the  opulent  town  of  Bachtu  ;  and  three  provinces 
remained  fubmiffive  to  the  Ruffians,  till  they 
were  afterwards  re-conquered  by  Thamas  Kouli- 
khan  J. 

The  interruption  of  the  commerce  of  the  Ruf- 
fians with  Perfia  lafted  for  fome  time.  It  was  not 
till  1 744  that  it  was  revived  by  the  Englim,  who 
obtained  of  the  emprefs  Elizabeth  permiliion  to 
navigate  the  Cafpian.  By  this  navigation  they 
procured  great  quantities  of  fine  filks,  cotton, 
and  the  other  valuable  commodities  the  growth 
and  manufacture  of  Perfia.  They  eftabliihed  a 
factory  at  Mefcheck ;  they  traded  with  the  cara- 
vans as  far  as  the  Greater  Tartary,  to  Samarkand, 
and  to  Bolkara. 

The  appearance  c:f  the  englifn  flag  upon  the 
Cafpian   gave   umbrage  to   the  famous   Thamas 

*  Derbent,  or  Iron-gate,  is  called  by  the  Turks  Demir- 
Cadi. 

f  In  the  year  1796. 

X  The  Ruflians  pretend  that  it  was  by  the  treachery  of 
Biren,  and  of  prince  Gallitzenj,  who  was  at  that  time  ambaf- 
fador  in  Perfia, 

Kouli- 
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Kouli-khan  :  but,  unable  to  contend  with  it,  that 
artful  tyrant  came  to  the  refolution  of  depriving 
the  Ruffians  of  its  afliilance.  In  order  to  effect 
this,  he  gained  over  the  captains  Elton  and 
Woodrofe  *,  who  had  under  their  command 
the  englifli  veffels,  and  they  entered  into  his 
fervice. 

Elton,  on  being  made  admiral  by  Thamas 
Kouli-khan,  caufed  fhips  of  war  to  be  conftructed, 
with  which  he  forced  the  ruffian  veffiels  to  falute 
the  periian  flag,  and  to  acknowledge  its  fupe- 
riority.  The  emprefs  Elizabeth,  having  infor- 
mation of  this  proceeding,  immediately  revoked 
the  permiffion  which  lhe  had  granted  to  the 
englifli  company,  and  fought  means  of  avenging 
herfelf  on  Thamas  Kouli-khan,  by  raifing  him 
ap  enemies  among  his  own  foldiers.  Shortly 
afterwards,  this  conqueror,  while  preparing  to 
make  a  defcent  on  Ruffia,  was  affiaffinated,  during 
his  fleep,  iti  the  plains  of  Mogan  -f. 

*  It  h  ta  thefe  t\va  navigators  that  we  are  indebted  for  the 
ririt  good  map  that  was  ever  made  of  the  Cafpian,  which 
chart  the  K.uilia::s  correct  every  year,  on  account  of  the  fand- 
banks  in  that  fea  which,  are  perpetually  changing  their  fitua- 
lions. 

f  In  1747  Saleh-bey3  colonel  of  the  guard  Aghuanc,  at- 
tended by  four  foldiers  ruined 'into  his  tent  by  night  and  mur- 
dered him.  Thamas  Kouli-khan  was  then  in  bed  with  the 
daughter  of  the  grand  mogul,  whom  he  had  married  after 
hayipg  feized  upon  the  dominions  of  her  father.  —  It  has  been 
affirrhe  i  that  Saleb-bey  had  been  bought  over  by  the  Rumans. 

-    4.  From 
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From  that  time  the  Periians,  being  involved  in 
frefh.  troubles,  thought  no  more  about  the  affairs 
of  the  Cafpian  ;  and  all  their  mips  were  deltroyed 
by  the  Ruffians. 

By  the  treaty  of  commerce  renewed  with  the 
court  of  London  in  1 766,  Catharine  reftored  to 
the  Englifti  the  privileges  of  which  they  had  been 
deprived  by  Elizabeth.  But,  whether  from  want 
of  confidence,  or  whether  on  account  of  the  con-. 
fufions  that  were  fecretly  raifed  among  them, 
they  were  never  able  to  make  that  trade  lb  pro- 
fitable as  their  firil  company  had  done. 

The  Ruffians  then  are  almoft  the  only  people 
who  derive  any  great  advantage  from  the  com- 
merce of  the  Cafpian.  With  about  1O0  veffels  of 
between  forty  and  eighty  tons  burden,  they  go 
and  fetch  filk  and  cotton  from  Ghilan,  carpets 
and  fine  Huffs  from  the  other  provinces,  carrying 
in  exchange  to  the  Periians,  iron,  fteel,  and  furs. 

Independently  of  this  traffic,  the  Ruffians  carry 
on  a  eoniiderable  fifhery  on  the  Cafpian.  In  that 
fea  they  take  the  ihamai,  a  fifh  rcfembling  the 
herring,  and  the  koffa,  greatly  fuperior  in  flavour 
to  the  reach  of  the  ocean  #.  They  alio  take  great 
numbers  of  fea-dogs,  the  lkins  of  which  they  fell 
to  the  Englifh  and  the  Dutch,  making  ufe  of  the 
fat  in  the  preparation  of  foap. 

*  The  fifh  of  the  Cafpian  is  of  a  tafie  far  more  delicate  than 
that  of  other  feas.  This  fuperiority  is  attributed  to  the  quality 
of  the  waters,  which  is  rather  bitter  than  fait. 

The 
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The  rivers  of  Perfia  alfo  fupply  the  Ruffians 
with  great  quantities  of  thole  rim  whence  the 
caviar  *  is  made  ;  a  grand  article  of  commerce, 

and 

*  Caviar,  by  the  Ruffians  called  ikra,  an  article  of  fo  much 
confequence  to  the  induftry  and  to  the  palates  of  the  Ruffians, 
is  prepared  in  the  parts  about  the  Volga,  the  Ural,  and  the 
Cafpian,  of  the  roes  of  fturgeons,  fterlets,  fevrugpff,  and 
fitrinas.  The  lump  of  roe  is  the  firft  thing  taken  out  after 
cutting  up  the  fifh.  A  large  beluga  will  yield  above  five  pood 
of  roe  ;  but  which,  on  account  of  the  quantity  of  vifcous 
matter  mixed  with  it,  is  not  much  efteemed.  From  a  fturgecn 
never  more  than  thirty  pound  has  been  taken,  and  from  the 
fevruga  only  ten  or  twelve.  As  of  the  beluga-roe  five  eggs 
weigh  a  grain,  fo  a  large,  beluga  has  fix  or  feven  millions  of 
eggs.  The  different  treatment  of  the  roe  determines  the  dif- 
ferent quality  of  the  caviar.  The  firft  fpecies  is  the  preffed 
caviar.  To  this  purpofe  the  roes  are  only  cleanfed  from  the 
coarfeft  firings  and  fibres,  falted  with  two  pound  of  fait  to  the 
pood,  and  fpread  out  to  dry  in  the  air.  This  preparation  in 
fair  weather  requires  about  fix  hours,  and  in  cloudy  weather 
at  moft  a  day.  It  is  now  immediately  put  into  tubs.  To 
make  this  fort  for  fide,  it  is  common  to  take  the  fpoiled  roes 
of  dead  fifh  thrown  upon  the  ffiore,  or  fuch  as  are  too  greafy 
for  other  forts,  and  even  the  fragments  and  offals  that  would 
not  pafs  through  the  fieve  for  the  finer  kind,  fait  it  in  boxes, 
and  then  tread  it  down  in  tight  tubs.  Such  caviar  cofts  in 
Aftrakhan  half  a  ruble  the  pood. — The  feafoned  or  grainy 
fort  is  better  than  this.  When  the  roe  is  cleanfed  from  the 
coarfer  particles,  it  is  fhaken  into  long  troughs,  falted  with 
eight  or  ten  pounds  to  the  pood,  and  well  mixed  with  it. 
It  is  now  brought  to  the  iieve  or  ftretched  net-work,  through 
which  it  is  fqueezed,  in  order  that  the  remaining  fibrous  parts 
may  be  completely  feparated :  then,  like  the  former,  it  is 
preffed  in  tubs.     The  pood  cofts  between  one  and  two  rubles ; 

and 
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and  without  which  fcarcely  any  eatables  are  fcrved 
in  the  north. 

The 


and  this  fort  is  the  ufual  food  of  the  common  people  dining 
the  lents  or  fafts  enjoined  by  the  religion  of  the  country  :  but 
it  is  too  fait  for  the  tafte  of  every  one.  The  belt  fort  is  the 
fack-caviar,  for  the  cleanlinefs  of  its  preparation  and  its,  exqui- 
fite  relilh.  After  being  cleanfed  it  is  fteeped  in  brine.,  till  the. 
grains  are  quite  foft.  It  is  then  hung  up  in  long  pointed  bags, 
like  jelly-bags,,  about  half  a  pood  in  each,  and  brine  again 
poured  in  upon  it.  When  this  is  all  drained  off,  the  bag  iat 
wrung  between  the  hands  till  all  the  moifhire  is  out.  It  is 
then  fet  to  dry  twelves  hours  in  the  bag ;  after  which  it  is  trod 
down  in  tubs  by  a  labourer  in  leathern  (lockings.  This  fort 
requires  the  roe  to  be  quite  freih,  and  is  the  deareft,  coiling 
two  rubles  the  pood,  and  upwards.  In  winter  the  roe  is  eaten 
entirely  freih;  and  a  great  dainty  it  is.  In  general,  the 
ftandard  for  good  caviar  is,  the  lefs  fait  the  better ;  but  like- 
wife  the  lefs  time  will  it  keep.  The  beft  caviar,  as  well  as 
the  beft  ifinglafs,  comes  from  the  river  Ural,  where  the 
kozaks  have  the  belt  method  of  preparing  them.  Formerly 
the  trade  in  caviar  was  a  monopoly  of  the  crown  5  and  in 
Peter  the  fmTs  time  the  contract  brought  him  eighty  thoufand 
rubles,  in  the  middle  of  the  prefent  century  one  hundred 
thoufand.  At  prefent  it  is  free.  In  the  year  1764  the  quan- 
tity exported  amounted  to  forty-eight  thoufand  rubles,  in  1768 
only  to  forty-one  thoufand.  In  later  years  the  quantity  ex- 
ported has  been  more  various  than  that  of  ifinglafs.  In  the 
year  1788  it  amounted  to  two  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  pood,  in  178.5  to  ten  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fix  pood,  in  1786  to  two  thoufand  four  hundred  and  feventy- 
fix  pocd,  in  7788  to  fifteen  thoufand  four  hundred  and  forty- 
one  pood.  Caviar  goes  moixly  to  Italy,  (preffed,  of  courfe, 
fcecaufe  of  the  voyage,)  where  it  is  eaten  by  the  rich  in  faft- 

time. 
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The  fleet  maintained  in  the  Cafpian  by  Catha- 
rine was  conftructed  of  oaks  from  Kazan  *,  and 
confifted  of  three  frigates,  five  corvettes,  and  a 
bomb-boat.  Thefe  veflelswere  continually  cruif- 
ing  along  the  coafts  of  Perfia,  and  burnt  all  the 
fhips,  and  even  all  the  floats  of  timber  which  they 
happened  to  meet.  Their  commanders  had  befides 
pofitive  orders  to  fow  difcord  between  the  feveral 
khans,  and  always  to  fupport  the  weaker  againft 
the  more  ftrong  ;  a  method  which  the  emprefs 
had  found  too  fuccefsful  both  in  Poland  and  in 
the  Krimea,  to  admit  of  her  neglecting  it  in  be- 
half of  the  Perlians. 

In  1782  that  princefs  adopted  the  refolution  of 
executing  the  project  formed  by  Peter  I.  againft 
Perfia,  by  extending  her  dominion  on  the  weftern 
fhores  of  the  Cafpian.  The  dhTenfions  which 
continued  to  lay  wafte  thofe  fertile  regions  feemed 
to  favour  her  ambitious  views.  But  flie  met  with 
fome  obftacles  which  fhe  had  not  expected. 

The  moft  powerful  of  the  tyrants  of  Perua  was 
at  that  time  the  khan  Aga-Mahmed.  Sprung  from 
one  of  the  firft  families  of  the  KorafTan,  Aga- 
Mahmed  was  frill  in  his  cradle  when  his  father 


time.  In  Germany  alfo,  with  the  increafe  of  luxury,  it  is 
now  much  more  in  .requeft  than  it  was  thirty  years  ago,  when 
a  phyikian  in  a  publication  called  it  a  delicacy  almoft  un- 
known. 

*  The  environs  of  Astrakhan  furnifh  none  at  all. 

ar\d 
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and  his  brothers  were  ftrangled  by  order  of  Tha- 
mas  Kouli-khan #.  The  conqueror  contented 
himfelf  with  taking  precautions  to  prevent  this 
infant  from  ever  perpetuating  his  race  :  but  Aga- 
Mahmed  neverthelefs,  like  the  eunuch  Narfes, 
became  a  warrior  and  a  ftatefman. 

After  the  death  of  Thamas  Kouli-khan,  the 
mother  of  Aga-M:Jimcd  married  again,  and  had 
feveral  other  children  who  became  the  determined 
enemies  of  their 'brother.  One  of  them,  Murtuza 
Kouli-khan,  thinking  to  procure  powerful  fuc- 
cours  from  Ruffia,  appeared  to  be,  with  the  ut- 
moft  fervility,  devoted  to  that  cabinet.  But,  in 
fpite  of  Murtuza,  in  fpite  of  Abulfat,  fonof  Ker- 
im-khan  the  laft  ruler  ;  in  fhort,  in  fpite  of  all 
his  rivals,  Aga-Mahmed  had  the  ikill  to  render 
himfelf  mailer  of  the  Ghilan,  the  Mazanderan, 
the  Schirvan,  and  feveral  other  provinces. 

The  emprefs  gave  orders  to  count  Vo'i'no- 
vitch  -j~,  commander  of  her  fquadron  on  the  Caf- 
pian,  to  employ  all  poffible  means  for  forming 
fome  eftablifhments  on  the  perfian  coafts. 

In  July  1 78 1,  Vomovitch  failed  with  four  fri- 
gates  and    two   armed   Hoops    from   Aftrakhan, 

*  It  was  about  the  year  1738. 

f  Count  Mark  Voi'novitrh  rwas  a  Sclavonian  bv  birth. 
Eight  years  after  his  expedition  into  Perfia,  he  ferved  in  the. 
Euxine  in  quality  of  coiumodcre  :  but,  happening-  to  diipleale 
prince  Potcmkiiu  he  made  him  lay  alide  the  ruitian  raiiiorm, 
and  difiiiiffed  him  with  diigrace. 

having 
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having  on  board  the  neceflary  troops  and  ammu- 
nition, and,  after  Hopping  to  examine  the  iflands 
of  Shiloy  and  Ogutzin,.  which  he  found  to  be 
barren  fands  and  rocks,  repaired  to  Afterabat,  the 
belt,  port  of  the  Mazandcran,  which  is  the  ancient 
country  of  the  Mardi.  Aga-Mahmed  then  re~ 
lided  at  Ferabat ;  where  Vo'i'novitch  prefented 
him  his  requeft  for  permiffion  to  eftablifh  a  count- 
ing-houfe  on  the  coaft.  The  khan,  considering 
perhaps  that  he  was  not  able  to  drive  away  the 
Ruffians  by  force  of  arms,  or  rather  choofing  to 
employ  artifice  againft  them,  pretended  to  accede 
to  the  ciefires  of  Voinovitch. 

The  Ruffians  immediately  fet  about  conftrucl:- 
ing  a  fortrefs  to  defend  the  harbour,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  fifty  miles  from  the  city  of  Aftera- 
bat, which  they  furnifhed  with  eighteen  guns  ; 
whereof  Aga-Mahmed  being  informed,  continued 
his  diffimulation,  but  was  refolved  to  give  them 
a  check.  He  came  to  look  at  the  fortrefs,  ad- 
mired the  building,  prai fed  the  activity  of  the 
Ruffians,  and  invited  himfelf  to  dine,  with  his 
attendants,  on  board  the  frigate  of  Voinovitch. 

After  having  merrily  fpent  the  day,  and  tefti- 
fied  great  friendship  for  the  Ruffians,  the  khan 
engaged  them  in  return  to  come  and  take  a  dinner 
at  one  of  his  country-feats  among  the  mountains. 
Thither  they  repaired  the  fucceeding  day.  But 
they  had  no  fooner  entered  his  houfe,  than  Aga- 
Mahmed  caufed  them  to  be  put  in  irons ;  at  the 

fame 
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fame  time  threatening  Vo'inovitch  to  have  his  head 
cutoff,  and  to  ferve  all  his  officers  in  the  fame 
manner,  unlefs  the  fortrefs  was  immediately  razed 
to  the  ground. 

Vo'inovitch,  who  plainly  faw  that  all  refinance 
would  be  fruitlefs,  ligned  an  order,  which  was 
carried  to  the  commandant  of  the  fort.  The 
cannons  were  re-fhipped,  and  the  wall  broke 
down.  This  done,  Aga-Mahmed  ordered  the 
ruffian  officers  into  his  prefence  ;  and,  not  fatif- 
ned  with  loading  them  with  fcornful  and  injurious 
language^  he  delivered  feveral  of  them  over  to  his 
flaves ;  who,  after  inflicting  on  them  every  fort 
of  indignity,  were  commanded  to  drive  them  and 
their  companions  with  fcourges  to  their  mips. 

The  court  of  Peterfburg  revenged  itfelf  no 
otherwife  for  thefe  affronts  than  by  continuing  to 
foment  the  detentions  that  were  raging  in  Perlia. 
Its  agents  there  raifed  up  againft  Aga-Mahmed  a 
rival,  who  fpeedily  became  the  moft  formidable 
of  his  enemies,  and  took,  from  him  the  province 
of  Ghilan.  This  conqueror,  who  was  called 
Ghedahed-khan,  profiting  by  the  arms  and  am- 
munition fecretly  conveyed  to  him  by  the  Ruf- 
fians, feemed  ready  to  defpoil  Aga-Mahmed  of 
all  his  power.  But  the  latter,  finding  means  to. 
corrupt  the  ruffian  agent  Toman  ofsky,  and  the. 
conful  Skilitch,  both  rending  at  Sinuli,  they  be- 
trayed Ghedahed-khan,  and.  delivered  him  to 
Aga-Mahmed,  who  caufed  him  to  be  beheaded, 

and 
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and  became  once  more  the  quiet  pofTeffor  of 
Ghilan. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Ruffians  affected  pub- 
licly to  take  no  part  in  thefe  quarrels.  Some  time 
after  the  death  of  Ghedahed-khan  *,  prince  Po- 
temkin  commiffioned  one  of  his  officers  to  go  and 
compliment  Aga-Mahmed,  who  was  then  at 
Riatfch,  the  capital  of  the  Ghilan  ;  recommend- 
ing him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fludy  the  character 
of  the  khan,  and  to  found  his  intentions  in  regard 
to  Ruffia.  The  officer  repaired  to  Riatfch,  and 
eafily  obtained  an  audience  of  Aga-Mahmed, 
But,  on  converting  with  him,  he  perceived  him 
to  look  gloomy  and  thoughtful  ;  which  caufed 
him  to  fufpect  foine  finiiter  dcfign.  Upon  this, 
he  artfully  obferved,  that  although  he  was  in 
the  fervice  of  Ruffia,  he  was  born  an  Englifhman, 
and  that  his  nation  was  ftrongly  attached  to  the 
Perfians,  with  whom  it  carried  on  an  exteniive 
commerce  in  the  gulph  of  Baffora.  Suddenly  the 
khan  affumed  a  fmiling  air,  fpoke  to  the  envoy 
in  a  gentle  tone,  and  difmiffed  him  with  pre- 
fents  *\". 

Thefe  reciprocal  tefcimonies  of  falfe  good-will 
were  followed  by  a  prompt  aggreffion.    Murtuza- 

*  Some  facts  of  inferior  importance  are  anticipated  here  to 
prevent  perplexity  in  the  narrative.  Ghedahed-khan  perlfhed 
towards  the  end  of  1786. 

f  Thefe  particulars  are  related  from  the  mouth  of  the  officer 
himfelf. 

Kouli- 
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Kouli-khan,  fupported  by  the  Ruffians,  attempted 
in  1778  to  make  a  new  incurfion  into  the  Ghilan  ; 
but  he  was  repulfed  by  khan  Sol y man,  who  com- 
manded there  in  the  abfence  of  Aga-Mahmed  ; 
and  this  latter  loft  no  time  in  bending  every  effort 
to  the  entire  fubjugation  of  Perfia  and  Georgia  *; 
Nor  was  he  content  with  this :  inheriting  the  pro- 
jects of  the  formidable  Shah-Nadir,  he  wanted  to 
make  himfelf  mailer  of  the  province  of  Aftrakhan, 
and  fhut  up  the  Cafpian  from  the  Ruffians.  But 
how  could  he  effect:  this,  unlefs  the  Turks  would 
act  in  concert  with  him  ?  And  have  ever  the 
Turks  been  able  thoroughly  to  concur  with  an 
ally  in  hoftilities  againft  their  enemies  ? 

The  fpringing  up  of  a  new  prophet  in  the  upper 
Afta  (an  inftance  of  ambition  under  a  different 
character)  might,  at  certain  periods,  have  been 
confidered  as  the  indication  of  fome  extraordinary 
revolution  in  the  eafrern  world.  But  the  general 
difpofition  of  things  in  the  prefent  day  is  far  from 
being  favourable  to  the  growth,  in  any  degree,  of 
fuch  impoftures  ;  and  even  in  thofe  regions, 
which  feemed  at  ail  times  to  have  been  peculiarly 
adapted  by  nature  or  circumftance  to  the  pro- 
duction of  fanatical  enrhufiafm,  checks  and  dif- 
ficulties now  occur,  which  prevent  the  former 
dangerous  and  wonderful  effects  from  taking 
place. 

*  The  Ruffians  have   fince  made  themfelves   mailers   of 
Georgia  and  Circaifia. 

The 
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The  fheik  Manfour  pretended  that  he  was  pre- 
defined by  the  eternal  and  immutable  decrees  of 
heaven,  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of  divine  revelation 
to  mankind  ;  that  as  he  was  the  lait  prophet  that 
ever  was  to  appear,  fo  he  was  to  clofe  up  and 
to  affix  the  feal  to  the  ordinances  of  providence  ; 
that  he  was  not  lent  to  fubvert  the  institutes  and 
doctrine  of  Mohammed,  whofe  million  was 
equally  divine  with  his  own,  but  to  reltore  them 
to  their  original  purity,  with  fitch  additions  and 
alterations  as  the  preient  fcate  of  things  rendered 
neceflary ;  that  the  fore-known  corruptions  of 
mankind,  and  of  the  text  and  doctrines  of  Mo- 
hammed, had  occasioned  his  being  predefined 
from  the  beginning  to  this  great  and  important 
office.  As  the  reform  of  mankind  was  to  be  now 
general  and  complete,  and  that  the  obltinacy  of 
many  infidels  was  too  incorrigible  to  be  wrought 
upon  by  perfuaiion,  or  even  by  miracle,  fo,  in 
imitation  of  his  great  prototype,  he  adopted  the 
ufe  of  the  fword,  as  well  as  of  the  fpirit,  for  the 
accomplifhment  of  that  great  work.  He  ailumed 
greater  powers,  as  the  laft  prophet,  than  had  been 
communicated  to  the  former,  or  to  any  other  ; 
.for  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  fcriptures, 
efpecially  the  old,  form  much  of  the  ground- 
work for  all  molrammedan  reformers  and  pro- 
phets. 

The  wide  and  defolate  regions  bordering  on  the 
Cafpian  were,  from  various  caufes,  particularly 
their  remotenefs,  the  weaknefs  and  diverfity  of 

vol.  hi.  p  their 


66  LIFE  OP  THE  [l784« 

their  governments,  with  the  ignorance  and  fuper- 
ftition  of  the  people,  the  beft  chofen  fcene  for 
the   new   prophet's  exhibition  that  perhaps   the 
world  in  the  prefent  times  could  have  afforded. 
He   had  accordingly  made  confiderable  progrefs 
in  his  undertaking  before  he  was  heard  of  at  Con- 
ftantinople,  and  then  he  was  reprefented  as  being 
already  at  the  head  of  a  multitude  of  armed  en- 
thufiafts,  and  that  he  intended  nothing  lefs  than 
the  fubverfion  of  the  eftablifhed  religion.     In  the 
prefent  convulfed  and  difordered  irate  of  the  em- 
pire, this  intelligence  could  not  but  caufe  much 
alarm  to  the  porte  :  they  were  not  ignorant  of  the 
effect  which  a  pretended  revelation  from  heaven 
might  produce  in  countries  fo  prone  to  religious 
delufion ;  and  they  knew  that  the  reftlefs  temper 
of  thefe  barbarous  nations  rendered  them  at  all 
times  ready  to  follow  any  leader,  without  even 
« the  pretence  of  religion,  who  held  out  to  them 
profpecls   of  war  and  fpoil.     The   innumerable 
fects   into   which   the   mohammedan  religion  is 
fplit,  and  the  extraordinary  opinions  held  by  many 
of  them,  feemed  likewife  to  open  the  way  for  any 
bold  innovator,  who  pretended  to  new  lights  and 
an  extraordinary  fanclity,  to  accomplish  a  dan- 
gerous revolution. 

Orders  were  accordingly  difpatched  to  the 
turkifh  commanders  in  Armenia  and  the  adjoin- 
ing countries,  to  be  ftudioufly  upon  their  guard 
againft  the  deligns  of  die  impoftor;  and  at  the 

feme 
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fame  time  that  they  narrowly  watched  his  motions 
and  conduct,  and  endeavoured  to  penetrate  into 
his  real  character  and  defigns,  to  abftain  from  any 
wanton  outrage  againft  him  or  his  followers. 
Turkifh  divines  and  theologians  were  likewife 
commiflioned  to  confer  with  him,*  to  inquire  into 
his  religious  opinions,  and  particularly  into  the 
objects  of  his  pretended  miffion.  The  remote- 
nefs  of  the  fcene,  with  the  difficulties  of  com- 
munication and  of  obtaining  intelligence  in  thefe 
wafte  and  wide  countries,  whofe  limits  are  fcarcely 
known  by  their  immediate  rulers,  occafioned 
long  and  anxious  expectation  at  Conftantmople 
for  the  refult  of  thefe  inquiries.  It  however  at 
length  appeared,  that  the  prophet  had  given  full 
fatisfaction  to  the  deputed  divines  on  the  fubject 
of  religion,  and  the  orthodoxy  of  his  principles  : 
but  what  was  of  infinitely  more  importance  than 
his  religious  tenets,  it  was  at  the  fame  time  dif- 
covered,  that  all  the  military  fury  of  his  zeal  was 
directed  againft  the  chriftians,  they  being  the 
infidels,  whofe  conversion  being  hopelefs,  ren- 
dered their  extermination  neceffary. 

This  intelligence  was  foon  farther  confirmed, 
by  the  new  faint's  commencing,  at  the  head  of 
his  followers,  a  fierce  war  againft  the  Georgians'  ; 
and  they  being  allied  with  the  Ruffians,  and  his 
enmity  being  directed  equally  againft  all  chriftians, 
this  original  object  of  alarm  foon  became  an  ufe- 
ful  inftrument  of  the  turkifh  government.    For  he 

e  a  founded 
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founded  the  alarm  among  the  Lefghis,  and  all 
the  other  nations  of  caucafean  Tartars,  (who  have 
in  all  ages  been  among  the  fierce!!,  braveft,  and 
moft  independent  of  mankind,)  of  the  danger  to 
which  their  religion  and  liberties  were  expofed, 
through  the  power  and  near  approach  of  the 
Ruffians ;  and  thus  contributed  to  the  forming  of 
a  general  combination  againft  them,  at  a  time 
when  the  porte,  from  the  critical  Situation  of  her 
affairs,  however  dangerous  and  fatal  fhe  knew 
their  prog  re  fs  in  that  quarter  would  be  to  her  in- 
terefts  and  fafety,  could  not  venture  to  make  any 
direct  oppoiition  to  their  defigns. 

With  a  view  to  learn  the  difpofltions  of  the 
court  of  Ruffia,  Aga-Mahmed,  towards  the  end 
of  1788,  fent  an  ambaffador  to  Peterfburg,  whom, 
in  contempt  of  the  law  of  nations  and  to  the  dii- 
grace  of  the  ruffian  cabinet,  Potemkin  fent  off  to 
the  town  of  Krementfhuk,  on  the  Dniepr,  and 
he  was  ftill  living  there  in  1790  in  the  extremity 
of  diffrefs,  but  haughtily  threatening  Ruffia  with 
the  vengeance  of  his  mafter. 

The  commerce  carried  on  by  the  Ruffians  wirh 
China  was  not  lefs  beneficial  than  that  of  the 
Cafpian.  It  is  now  about  one  hundred  and  thirty 
years  *  fince  the  Siberians  and  the  Bukharians 
fiffi  let  up  the  caravans,  which,   croffing  chinefe 

*  Towards  the  year  1653. — The  caravans  employed  three 
years  in  going  to  Pekin,  flopping  there  and  returning  to 
Tobolik. 

Tartary, 
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Tartary,  carried  their  commodities  as  far  as 
Pekin.  Thefe  con  lifted  in  furs,  for  which  they 
received  in  exchange  gold,  filver,  precious 
ftones  *,  fluffs,  tea,  and  all  thofe  objects  in- 
vented by  the  Chinefe,  and  to  which  their  in- 
duftry,  often  fantaftical,  has  given  fo  great  a 
degree  of  perfection. 

The  arrogance  and  ill  conduct  of  the  Ruffians 
foon  caufed  them  to  be  denied  accefs  to  China -f-. 
They  were  no  longer  allowed  to  traffic  beyond 
the  frontiers  of  that  empire  ;  their  commerce  was 
at  feveral  periods  interrupted  and  refumed  :  at 
length,  fome  time  before  the  death  of  the  emprefs 
Elizabeth,  frefh  quarrels  brought  on  a  new  fuf- 
penfion. 

Catharine  faw  the  neceffity  of  reviving  this 
commerce,  and   accordingly  made   propofals   to 

*  The  largeft  ruby  that  is  known  to  be  in  the  world  was 
brought  from  China  to  prince  Gargarin,  governor  of  Siberia. 
It  came  afterwards  into  the  hands  of  prince.  Men tchikof, 
and  is  at  prefent  one  of  the  ornaments  of  the  imperial  crown. 
See  the.  hiltory  of  Peter  the  great. 

f  The  Ruffians  have  often  fent  embaffies  to  Pekin  with 
fcarcely  any  other  object  than  to  trade.  Peter  I.  charged 
Yibrandt  Ides  with  one  of  thefe  embaffies.  —  In  1727  the 
court  of  Ruilia  commiffioned  count.  Sava  with  another,  who 
being  a  native  of  Ragufa,  had  added  to  his  name  that  of 
Raguzinfky.  Count  Sava  tarried  fix  months  and  a  half  at 
Pekin,  and  fucceeded  in  pacifying  the  Chinefe,  who  had  been 
highly,  diifausfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  Ruffians. 

f  3  the 
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the  emperor  of  China ;  which  were  agreed  to  by 
that  prince,  who  in  1780  appointed  the  "little  town 
pf  Kiachta  to  be  the  common  rendezvous  of  the 
ruffian  and  chinefe  merchants.     The  emprefs,  at 
the  fame  time,  fent  an  archimandrite  from  Mofco, 
with  feveral  young  Ruffians  to  go  to  Pekin  to 
fhidy  the  chinefe  language.     She  ordered   at  the 
fame  time  towns  and  villages  to  be  built  at  ftated 
diftances  as  far  as  the  frontiers  of  China,  to  which 
places    fhe    fent   colonies,    who   alrnofr.   all  fell 
viclims  to  the  rapacity  of  the  ruffian  governours. 
In  the  mean  time  the  azylum  granted  by  the 
Chinefe  to  the  Torgots  who  had  deferred   their 
feats  pn  the  fhores  of  the  Volga,  and  the  faiihood 
with   which   the  Ruffians  pretended  to  chaftife 
their  people  for  crimes  committed  on  the  chinefe 
territory,  again  diflurbed  the  harmony  that  fub-, 
iifted   between  the  two  courts,  and  became  for 
fome  time  the  fubject  of  a  correfpondence  that 
tended  only  to  their  mutual  exacerbation  *.     At 
length   an   agent  was  difpatched   in    1788    from 
Catharine  to  Pekin  ;  and  the  colao  Sun-ta-fhing 
and  a  ruffian  minifter  having  repaired  to  Kiachta 
m  1789,  they  came  to  a  freili  agreement  which 

*  The  emperor  Tchien-Long  was  angry  that  Catharine 
feemed  to  reproach  him  with  being  too  fond  of  puniihing ; 
and  Catharine  could  not  forgive  Tchien-Long  for  concluding 
one  of  his  letters  by  wiihing  that  heaven  would  grant  her  more 
wifdom, 

re-eftablifhed 
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re-eftablimed  a  good  understanding  and  commerce 
between  the  two  nations  *. 

She  alfo  fet  on  foot  feveral  maritime  expedi- 
tions to  Kamtfhatka.  After  the  example  of  the 
Englifh,  who  make  voyages  for  the  fake  of  pur- 
chafing  furs  on  the  north-weftern  coaft  of  Ame- 
rica, feveral  ruffian  veffels  proceeded  to  China ; 
where  they  traded  with  fuccefs. 

There  was  yet  another  country  with  which 
Catharine  was  delirous  of  having  commercial  con- 
nections. The  northern  coafts  of  Ruffia,  and 
efpecially  her  eftabliffiments  in  many  of  the  ifles 
of  the  northern  Archipelago,  approximated  her 
with  the  natives  of  japan  -j-.  As  we  have  often 
had  occalion  in  other  inftances  to  remark,  fo 
now  again  a  favourable  incident  occurred  to  pro- 
mote the  deiign  of  the  emprefs, 

Some  Japanefe  were  fhipwrecked  in  thefe  un- 
frequented feas  J,  and  faved  themfelves  on  "the 
coall  of  Ruffia.  They  were  in  all  fixteen  failors 
and  the  matter  of  the  veflel.  Profeffor  Laxmann, 
being  fome  years  afterwards  at  Irkutsk,  in  Auguft 
1792,  brought  the  latter  with  him  to  Peterfburg. 

*  Particulars  concerning  this  commerce  may  be  feen  in 
Tcoke  s  view  of  the  Ruffian  empire  during  the  reign  of  Catha- 
rine II.  &c.  vol.  hi.  p.  589. 

f  The  iflands  on  which  the  Ruffians  have  poffeffions,  ex- 
vc    J  to  within  three  hundred  miles  of  Japan. 

$  The  Japaneie  bark  was  ftranded  on  Mednoi'-oftrof,  or 
{lie  Copper  ifland. 

r  4  Cathai 
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Catharine  received  him  with  kindnefs,  and  gave 
him  matters,  who,  while  they  were  teaching  him 
the  ruffian  and  tartarian  languages,  learnt  enough 
of  the  japanefe  to  enable  them  to  form  fome  com- 
mercial connections.  This  enterprile  has  not  yet 
been  attended  with  any  great  degree  of  fuccefs:  but 
there  is  no  realbn  to  doubt  that  Rufiia,  fooner  or 
later,  will  fhare  in  the  great  profits  made  by  the 
Dutch  at  Japan  *. 

Though  Catharine  was  adding  to  her  vaft  do- 
minions in  every  quarter ;  though  me  appro- 
priated to  herfelf,  in  peace  or  war,  all  the  terri- 
tory on  which  me  could  feize  with  impunity,  fhe 
was  not  the  lefs  jealous  of  every  acceilion  of  power 
to  her  rivals.  She  had  long  been  particularly  un- 
eafv  at  the  increafing  fame  of  Frederic  II.  and  the 
preponderance  he  had  acquired  in  Europe.  From 
the  firft  partition  in  Poland,  Frederic  had  daily 
been  making  encroachments  on  the  privileges  of 
the  city  of  Dantzick,  and  preffed  it  to  fuch  a 

*  The  japanefe  captain  was  a  very  intelligent  man,  and  had 
brought  with  him  ;i  chart  of  the  coalt  of  Japan,  which  was 
feen  to  differ  widely  from  thole  eonftrufted  in  Europe.  The 
empjefs  appointed  the  fori  of  proieffor  Laxmann  to  conduit 
the  Japanefe,  in  a  ruffian  fliip,  back  to  their  own  country, 
taking  coniiderable  prefents  with  him,  and  being  accompanied 
by  feveral  engineers.  After  a  ihort  fray  young  Laxmann  re- 
turned from  japan,  having  obtained  permiflion  for  the.  Ruihans 
to  fend  a  vefiel  every  year,  for  the  purpofe  of  trading  with 
the  natives  under  the  fame  reftriclions  as  the  Dutch,  Only 
five  of  the  failors  lived  to  go  back. 

degree, 
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degree,  that  it  was  almoft  obliged  to  Surrender 
itfelf  to  him,  or  relinquish  its  commerce.  Catha- 
rine was  the  more  exafperated  at  feeing  Dantzick 
fall  under  the  power  of  the  Pruffians,  as  the  court 
of  Ruflia  had  long  iince  itfelf  formed  the  projecT: 
of  taking  poffeffion  of  that  town,  and  had  only 
been  induced  to  lay  it  afide  by  the  private  re- 
monftrances  that  were  made  by  the  government 
of  France  to  the  chancellor  Vorontzof  *. 

The  magistrates,  of  Dantzick  were  artfully  in- 
vited  by  the  minister  Stackelberg,  to  implore  the 
protection  of  Catharine.  She  immediately  wrote 
to  the  king  of  Pruffia  with  an  offer  of  her  media- 
tion ;  which  procedure  retarded,  for  fome  time, 
the  invafion  of  Dantzick. 

Another  corner  of  Europe  was  in  the  mean 
time  disturbed  by  differences  of  an  oppofite  na- 
ture. Jofeph  II.  had  formed  the  defign  of  open- 
ing the  Scheldt.  To  this  an  opposition  was  made 
by  the  Dutch,  who  ufed  every  effort  to  engage 
Frederic  to  Support  by  force  of  arms  their  covet- 
ous pretenfions.  Catharine  on  this  occafion,  de- 
clared that  She  was  refolved  to  Support  the  rights 
of  the  emperor  of  Germany  -j\     Upon  this,  the 

*  The  chancellor  Voron'tzof  was  long  engaged  in  an 
epiftolary  correipondence  with  Tercier,  entruited.,  in  con- 
junction with  the  count  de  Broglio,,  with  the  fecret  corre- 
ipondence of  Louis  XV. 

f  In  the  preceeding  year  Catharine  II.  had  renewed  the 
treaty  of  alliance  with  the  emperor. 

Dutch, 
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Dutch,  whofe  cannon  had  already  infulted  the 
auftrian  flag,  dreading  an  exclufion  from  the 
ports  of  the  Baltic,  adopted  the  wiieit  method,  of 
negotiating  inilead  of  fighting. 

The  public,  in  almoft  every  part  of  Europe, 
were  much  interefted  in  this  fubjecf. ;  and  the 
fentiments  and  opinions  of  mankind  have  feldom. 
been  fo  much  divided  upon  a  queftion  of  fo  limple 
and  confined  a  nature  as  the  navigation  of  a 
river. 

The  grounds  of  argument  in  fupport  of  the 
emperor's  claim,  were  very  open  and  fpecious. 
Indeed,  the  bare  relation  of  the  act,  that  an  an- 
tient  and  refpeetable  people,  who  had  been  long 
and  early  renowned  in  commerce,  had  been  brought 
to  ruin  and  beggary,  by  depriving  them  of  their 
natural  right  to  the  navigation  and  benefits  of  a 
river  which  ran  through  their  territories,  feemed 
at  once  fufficient  to  decide  the  queftion  in  the 
minds  of  the  hearers,  and  to  unite  them  in  a  gene- 
ral reprobation  of  fo  flagrant  an  injuftice.  Upon 
the  fame  principle,  the  deliverance  of  a  people 
from  fo  cruel  a  mark  of  bondage,  and  the  refto- 
ration  to  their  natural  rights  and  former  happinefs, 
feemed  an  atchievement  fo  glorious,  as  to  be 
worthy  and  characteriftic  of  a  hero.  The  former 
greatnefs,  fplendor,  and  opulence  of  Antwerp, 
were  dwelt  upon  with  great  effect ;  its  decline 
was  attributed  entirely  to  this  odious  meafure,  to 
which  the  Dutch  were  laid   to  be   prompted  by 

their 
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their  jealoufy  and  avarice,  in  order  to  monopolize 
all  commerce,  and  that  Amfterdam  in  particular 
might  rife  to  greatnefs  upon  her  ruins.  With  an 
equal  view  to  the  paffions,  and  with  ftill  lefs 
truth  or  juftice,  the  Scheldt  was  magnificently 
reprefented  as  the  fineft  river  in  Europe,  as  if  its 
beauty  could  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  quef- 
tions  of  right,  or  of  political  neceffity.  It  may 
be  eaiily  judged,  that  the  general  and  eftablifhed 
character  of  avidity  attributed  to  the  Dutch,  with 
the  harfh,  arbitrary,  and  monopolizing  fpirit, 
which  they  had  ever  difplayed  in  commercial 
matters,  could  not  but  operate  greatly  to  their 
difadvantage  upon  the  opinions  and  prejudices  of 
mankind. 

The  flates,  however,  had  many  ftrong  grounds 
of  argument  and  fact  to  oppofe  to  plaufible  and. 
artful  reprefentations,  or  to  prejudiced  and  nattily 
conceived  opinion.  It  was  faid  to  be  abfurd,  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  things  and  of  the  world,  to  re- 
cur to  what  was  called  natural  rights,  in  order  to 
overthrow  thofe  focial  compacts  between  men, 
and  political  conventions  between  ftates,  which 
are  the  foundation  and  the  fecurity  of  all  public 
and  private  property.  What  a  picture  would 
Europe  exhibit,  if  all  its  powers  were  now  obliged' 
to  recur  to  original  principles,  and  to  the  laws  of 
nature,  and  to  reiinquifh  all  thofe  pofleffions, 
which  fraud  or  force,  war  or  treaty,  through  the 
revolutions  of  a  long  feries  of  ages,  had  enabled 

them 
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them  to  acquire  !  It  would  be  to  untie  all  the 
bands  that  unite  mankind  ;  throwing  them  back 
again  into  a  ftate  of  favage  nature  ;  and  rendering 
the  world  a  chaos  of  endlefs  confufion  and  dil- 
order. 

It  was  however  denied,  that  a  river's  palling  in 
its  inland  courle  through  fome  part  of  a  prince's 
territories,  conftituted  any  fuch  natural  right, 
when  its  opening  to  the  feawas  in  the  poifeftton  of 
another  fovereign.  But,  at  once  to  do  away  all 
the  pathetic  declamation  thrown  out  upon  this 
fubjeci,  it  was  ftrenuoufly  infifted,  that  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  two  branches  of  the  Scheldt,  which 
paffed  within  the  dominions  of  Holland,  was  en- 
tirely artificial ;  that  it  owed  its  formation  and  its 
exiftence  to  the  hands  of  Dutchmen  ;  that  its 
banks  were  the  produce  of  ages  of  unintermitted 
labour ;  and  that  they  were  ft  ill  maintained  by 
great  and  continual  labour  and  expence  :  that  if 
it  had  not  been  for  thole  Handing  monuments  of 
Dutch  enterprife,  thole  admirable  dykes  which 
excite  the  aftonifnment  of  mankind,  the  waters  of 
the  Scheldt,  ftagnating  in  fhallow  lakes  and  im- 
rrienfe  marlhes,  had  never  reached  the  fea  in  anv 
diflinct  or  fufncient  portion  for  the  purpofes  of 
navigation  :  that  the  lower  Scheldt  being-  thus 
originally  made  and  itill  preferved  by  Dutchmen, 
as  they  had  before  created  and  ft  ill  preferved  the 
two  provinces  of  Holland  and  Friezland,  fo  it 
was  equally  their  own  property  :  that  as  it  could 

not 
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not  even  be  imagined  that  thofe  immenfe  labours 
were  intended  for  the  ufe  of  others,  fo  their  bene- 
fits, as  well  as  the  ftupendous  works  thcmfelves, 
mull  be  conlidered,  upon  every  principle  of 
natural  right,  of  law,  and  of  juftice,  as  their 
own  excluiive  property,  independent  of  all  treaties 
whatever. 

In  anfwer  to  the  tragical  reprefentations,  by 
which  the  degradation  and  fall  of  Antwerp  from 
its  antient  fplendor  and  greatnefs  were  charged  en- 
tirely to  dutch  avarice  and  defpotifm,  particularly 
in  the  meafure  of  fhutting  up  the  Scheldt,  it  was 
obferved,  that  the  departure  of  foreign  commerce 
from  that  city  had  originated  from  various  well- 
known  caufes,  many  of  them  antecedent  to,  and 
all  of  them  differing  widely  from,  that  only  one 
which  was  at  prefent  affigned.  Antwerp  had  been 
fall  declining  for  more  than  a  century  before  the 
commencement  of  the  troubles  and  wars  of  the 
Netherlands.  Commerce  had  branched  out  into 
other  channels ;  and  Amilerdam,  though  long 
before  conliderable,  had,  within  that  period, 
from  its  fuperior  advantages,  and  other  concurring 
caufes,  rifen  to  be  the  firft  commercial  city  in 
Europe,  Antwerp,  however,  continued  great  and 
opulent ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  loffes  which  it 
fuitained  by  its  memorable  fiege,  would  have 
been  ftill  conliderable,  if  its  ruin  had  not  been 
completed  by  the  fame  Caufes  and  means  which 
deiblated  Bruges,  and  other  great  cities  of  the 

Nether* 
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Netherlands.  The  defpotifm,  cruelty,  and  re-J 
ligious  perfecution  of  the  Spaniards,  obliged  the 
merchants  and  manufacturers  to  abandon  them  all, 
and  to  convey  their  commerce  and  their  arts, 
along  with  themfelves,  to  other1  countries.  It 
was  obferved,  as  a  curious  circumftance  with  re- 
fpect  to  this  fubjedl,  that  Spain,  the  fovereign  of 
Antwerp,  had  been  no  lefs  interefted  than  Hol- 
land, in  the  meafure  of  fhutting  up  the  Scheldt ; 
for  that,  as  the  celebrated  ftatefman  John  de  Wit 
fays,  in  his  memoirs,  the  greatnefs  and  opulence 
of  that  city  were  not  compatible  with  the  views  of 
Spanifh  defpotifm. 

The  real  caufe,  however,  of  the  Urates  being 
ftruck  with  fuch  apprehenlion  at  the  demand  of 
opening  the  Scheldt,  was  not  on  their  fide  ex- 
plicitly ftated  :  as  that,  befldes  being  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  their  fears,  would  alfo  have  precifely 
pointed  out  the  objects  of  their  terror,  and  fliewn 
in  what  manner  their  ruin  could,  with  the  greateft 
eafe,  be  accomplifhed. 

The  different  branches  of  the  Scheldt  interfered 
their  dominions  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  had  fuch 
an  open  communication  with  their  various  other 
waters,  that  their  harbours,  docks,  naval  arfenals, 
many  of  their  principal  cities,  and,  in  a  great 
meafure,  the  whole  interior  of  their  country, 
would  lie  open  and  expofed  to  the  pofTefTor  of 
the  former ;  fo  that  their  very  exigence  ever  after 
muft  lie  at  the  mercy  of  fuch  an  inmate  ;  and 

they 
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they  muft  fooner  or  later  expect,  and  ever  live 
under  the  constant  dreadful  apprehenfion  of  be- 
coming facrifices '  to  ambition,  revenge,  or  even 
caprice. 

As  a  certain  degree  of  marine  force  would, 
however,  be  necefTary  for  the  accomplishment  of 
this  dangerous  purpofe,  and  that  the  emperor 
pofTefled  none  at  prefent,  report  and  apprehen- 
fion ferved  to  fupply  that  immediate  defect.  It 
was  given  out,  and  by  many  credited,  that  as  that 
fovereign  and  Ruflia  had  lately  been,  in  the  habit 
of  playing  into  each  other's  hands,  with  refpect 
to  Turkey,  the  Krimea,  the  Euxine,  and  the 
Danube,  fo  they  were  likewife  now  in  concert  in 
the  eftablimment  of  the  project  concerning  the 
Scheldt ;  and  that  the  latter  of  thefe  potent  allies 
having  failed  in  all  her  views  of  obtaining  a  port, 
at  any  price,  in  the  Mediterranean  or  ocean,  the 
former  would  accommodate  her  with  the  ufe  of 
the  Scheldt,  as  a  place  of  arms,  and  ftation  for 
her  navy.  Such  a  report  and  opinion,  however 
founded,  could  not  but  greatly  heighten  the  dif- 
trefs  and  apprehenfion  of  Holland. 

The  ten:  of  war  or  peace  announced  by  the 
emperor,  without  waiting  the  refult  of  the  nego- 
tiations at  Bruflels,  or  regarding  the  mediation  of 
France,  was  now  to  be  put  to  iffue.  Two  impe- 
rial veffels  had  been  preparing  for  fome  time  to 
make  the  deftined  experiment  upon  the  conduct 
of  the  Dutch  with  refpect  to  the  Scheldt  •,  it  was 

to 
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to  determine  whether  they  would  perfevere,  at  all 
events,  in  the  affertion  of  their  fuppofed  right, 
or  whether  they  would  link  under  the  well- 
grounded  apprehenfion  of  their  great  opponent's 
power.  Every  meafure  was  ufed,  both  at  Bruf- 
"fels  and  Paris,  to  induce  the  emperor  to  waive  this 
meafure  of  decifion,  and  to  wait  the  refult  of  the 
negotiations  ;  but  he  was  determined  in  his  ob- 
ject, and  confirmed  the  threat  of  count  Belgio- 
jofo,  by  declaring,  that  he  would  coniider  the  firft 
infult  offered  to  his  flag  upon  this  oCcalion  as  an 
act  of  formal  hofrility,  and  a  declaration  of  war 
on  the  part  of  the  republic. 

The  equipment  and  preparation  of  thefe  vef- 
fels  was  evidently  carried  on  in  a  manner  that  was 
intended  to  draw  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  to  the 
tranfaclion,  and  to  prepare  them  for  the  confe- 
quences.  One  of  thefe  was  to  proceed  down  the 
Scheldt,  from  Antwerp  to  the  fea ;  and  the  other, 
up  the  river  from  the  fea,  on  its  courfe  from  Of- 
tend  to  that  city. 

The  former  was  checked  in  her  progrefs  by 
the  falut'e  of  a  broadfide  from  a  dutch  cutter,  and 
the  veffel  from  Gftend  was  likewife  flopped  in  her 
attempt  to  pafs  up  from  the  fea  ;  the  circum- 
stances being  in  general  fimilar,  but  that  no  fhots 
were  fired. 

Every  thing  now  tended  to  an  immediate  rup- 
ture, fo  far  as  the  emperors  abience  at  the  time 

from 
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from  Vienna,  and  the  great  diftance  of  his  armies, 
did  not  ferve  to  retard  that  event. 

As  foon  as  the  inftructions  from  court  could  be 
received,  the  imperial  ambaflador  was  recalled 
from  the  Hague,  and  the  negotiations  at  BrufTels 
broken  up.  An  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men  was 
under  orders,  and  in  preparation  for  marching 
from  the  Auftrian  hereditary  dominions  to  the 
Netherlands ;  the  troops  already  there  amount- 
ing to  about  lixteen  thoufand.  Great  trains  of 
artillery,  and  all  the  other  apparatus  of  war,  were 
in  motion ;  and  none  that  know  the  emperor's 
character  will  luipecl:  but  that  he  was  already  for- 
ward in  preparation  for  an  event  which  he  could 
not  but  forefee  was  probable,  and  the  iffue  of 
which  he  had  fo  much  at  heart.  The  great  dif- 
tance of  his  forces  from  the  fcene  of  action  was, 
however,  an  infurmountable  check  to  his  activity. 
The  different  ftates  of  the  empire,  whofe  territo- 
ries the  army  was  to  crofs  in  its  long  march,  were 
applied  to  for  a  confent,  which  could  not  be  well 
refufed,  but  which  was  in  general  unwillingly 
granted.  The  countries  belonging  to  the  king  of 
Pruffia  were  of  neceffity  held  facred  upon  this 
occafion.  Nor  was  the  emperor  fatisfied  with  the 
bare  paffage  of  his  troops  through  their  domi- 
nions ;  he  called  likewife  upon  the  ftates  of  the 
empire  to  furniih  their  refpective  quotas  of  troops 
towards  the  fupport  of  a  war,  which,  from  the  late 
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affair  on  the  Scheldt,  he  wiihed  to  be  confidered 
as  entirely  defenfive  on  his  fide. 

Nor  was  the  republic  by  any  means  infeniible 
to  her  danger,  nor  negligent  in  providing  all  pof- 
fible  means  for  the  moft  obitinate  defence.  In 
fpite  of  her  unhappy  internal  divifions,  her  an- 
tient  courage  and  refolution  feemed  to  revive. 
Though  flie  evidently  dreaded  the  arduous  and 
unequal  conteft,  and  was,  willing  to  make  many 
facrifices  to  avoid  it,  yet  fhe  [feemed  determined 
rather  to  hazard  all  things,  and  even  to  periih  in 
the  encounter,  than  to  fubmit  willingly  to  a  con- 
dition with  which  her  ruth  was  infeparably  in- 
volved. Agents  were  employed  all  over  Ger- 
many, that  nurfe  of  war  and  inexhauftible  breeder 
of  armies,  who  were  indefatigable  in  their  exer^- 
tions  for  hiring  troops  from  thofe  princes  who 
make  it  a  cuitom  to  barter  mankind  for  money. 
The  exertions  were  no  lefs  confiderable  at  home, 
in  recruiting  the  troops,  ftrengthening  the  fron- 
tiers, and  putting  the  ports  and  garrifons  in  the 
beft  poiture  of  defence.  As  the  appearances  of 
things  became  more  alarming,  and  the  danger 
feemed  faff,  approaching,  they  prepared  for  the 
worft  that  might  happen;  being  determined  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  lair,  defperate  refuges  of  defence 
which  the  nature  of  their  country  peculiarly  af- 
forded. In  this  determination,  they  were  in 
readinefs  for  laying  the  flat  and  expofed  countries 
under  water  ;  and  as  the  laft  relbrt,  took  meafures 

for 


I784.]  EMPRESS  CATHARINE  II.  S3 

for  fuddenly  arming  the  peafants,  whofe  fierce 
nature  and  charadteriftic  obftinacy,  when  operated 
upon  in  the  defence  of  their  native  dykes,  would 
undoubtedly  have  afforded  fpeclacles  of  unufual 
animofity  and  horror. 

In  the  mean  time,  nothing  was  left  untried, 
either  by  the  Hates,  or  by  the  court  of  Verfailles, 
in  their  endeavours  to  divert  the  approaching 
ftorm. 

During  thefe  tranfaclions,  affairs  feemed  ap- 
proaching fail  to  the  laft  extremity  on  the  borders 
of  Holland  and  the  Netherlands. 

The  expoftulations  and  remonftrances  of  France 
were  not  capable  of  fubduing  the  inflexibility  of 
the  emperor  on  the  fubject  of  the  Scheldt.  He 
was  willing  to  accept  the  mediation  of  that  power 
upon  all  other  points  of  difference,  and  accord- 
ingly to  confent  to  the  renewal  of  the  negotiations, 
limited  to  thole  objects ;  but  the  free  navigation 
of  that  river  he  confidered  as  fo  incontrovertible  a 
right,  that  it  was  not  to  be  fubjected  to  any  dif- 
cuffion  whatever. 

While  all  Europe  contemplated  this  new  and 
unexpected  conteit,  and  feveral  of  its  powers 
feemed  little  diipofed  to  approve  of  its  caufe  or 
principle,  RufTia,  who  had  lb  lately  feduced  Hol- 
land to  enter  into  the  views  of  her  naval  ambition, 
by  leading  the  ftates  into  the  fcheme  of  the  armed 
neutrality  (to  which  all  their  fubfequent  misfor- 
tunes and  prefent  dangers  might,  with  no  fmall 
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juftice,  be  attributed),  now  took  a  decided  part 
againft  the  republic,  in  a  bufinefs  with  which  ilie 
feemed  to  have  very  little  concern.  At  the  fame 
time  that  fhe  affected  or  afTumeid  the  office  of 
being  a  mediator,  fhe  held  out  to  the  world  her 
iixed  determination  in  fupport  of  the  emperor's 
claims,  and  an  utter  condemnation  of  the  conduct 
of  Holland  in  refuting  to  comply  with  them.  It 
was  likewife  known  or  believed,  whether  publicly 
declared  or  not,  that  fhe  was  engaged  to  fupport 
him  with  all  her  forces,  in  cafe  the  interference  of 
any  other  power  in  favour  of  the  republic  ihould 
render  her  intervention  neceliary. 

The  reft  of  Europe  was  not,  however,  at  this 
time  difpoied  to  fuifer  the  republic  to  become  a 
facrifke  to  the  views  and  ambition  of  thefe  two 
great  powers.  The  part  which  the  pruffian  mo- 
narch muft  neceffirily  have  taken  in  fuch  an  at- 
tempt was  fufrkiently  obvious  :  and  that  which 
would  be  purfued  by  France  became  now  not 
lefs  apparent.  The  two  crowns  were  evidently 
united  in  opinion  upon  this  fubject ;  and  the  long 
vifit  which  the  celebrated  prince  Henry  of  Pruf- 
iia  paid  at  the  court  of  Verfailles  was  attributed 
entirely  to  it :  many  fuppofing  that  plans  were 
then  formed  for  their  future  conduLct  and  mutual 
operation,  Ihould  affairs  be  carried  to  the  laft  ex- 
tremities. The  northern  crowns,  or  at  leaft  one 
of  them,  feemed  to  catch  the  alarm ;  and  fuch 
naval  and  military  movements  and  arrangements 

took 
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took  place  in  Sweden,  as  occafioned  the  demand 
of  an  explanation  from  the  court  of  Peterfburg. 
Even  the  porte,  upon  this  occafion,  feemed  to 
ihake  off  its  native  indolence,  and  to  pay  an  un- 
ufual  attention  to  the  ftate  of  european  politics,  fo 
that  it  was  generally  underftood  from  their  af- 
pecl:  and  movements,  that  the  Ottomans  were  re- 
folved  not  to  mifs  fo  favourable  an  opportunity 
as  might  now  poffibly  be  offered  for  returning  the 
recent  obligations  which  they  owed  to  the  em- 
peror. 

In  fact,  the  private  treaty  concluded  between 
that  prince  and  Ruflia  in  1782,  the  objects  of 
which  were  kept  a  fecret  from  their  neareft  friends 
and  allies,  although  particularly  and  immediately 
alarming  to  the  porte,  did  not  fail  to  give  much 
umbrage  to  others  of  their  neighbours.  The  con- 
tinual fchemes  for  the  aggrandizement  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  which  had  been  purfued  or  in 
fome  degree  adopted  by  the  emperor,  and  which 
feemed  to  keep  his  mind  in  conftant  action ;  the 
concurrence  which,  upon  every  occalion,  they 
received  from  his  great  ally ;  with  the  vaft  am- 
bition and  dangerous  defigns  attributed  to  both, 
ferved,  altogether,  to  increafe  this  jealoufy  to  a 
very  high  degree,  and  to  extend  it  to  no  fmall 
number  of  the  european  princes  and  (rates.  It 
was  fuppofed  that  the  ruin  of  Holland  would  be 
only  the  prelude  to  other  pretentions,  which  might 
be  extended  on  every  fide,  while  the  fuccefs  in 
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each  would  ferve  as  an  encouragement  to  farther 
attempts  at  forming  new  arrangements  of  power, 
and  new  partitions  of  dominion.  The  fate  of 
Poland  could  not  be  forgotten  in  fuch  a  courfe  of 
consideration  ;  and  the  reflection  might  now  come 
home  to  thofe  who,  thinking  themfelves  out  of 
danger,  had  paid  no  regard  at  the  time  to  the  fire 
which  was  confuming  their  neighbour's  houfe. 

It  feemed  therefore  neceffary  that  fome  meafure 
of  union  ihould  be  adopted  by  the  central  and 
weftern  powers  of  Europe  in  order  to  counterba- 
lance this  great  northern  confederacy,  and  to  ob- 
viate its  iufpected  deiigns,  and  apprehended  ef- 
fects. And  if  fuch  a  meafure  were  to  take  place, 
France  feemed  calculated,  from  her  htuation., 
power,  intcreft  in  the  queftion,  and  other  cir- 
cumftances,  to  be  the  proper,  if  not  natural,  head 
or  centre  of  fuch  an  union. 

The  negotiations  for  an  accommodation  between 
the  emperor  and  Holland  were,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  fummer  of  the  following  year,  refumed  at 
Paris,  under  the  aufpices  of  the  french  prime 
minifter  :  and,  towards  the  latter  end  of  June, 
the  barons  de  Waffenaar  and  Leyden  fet  out  from 
the  Hague,  as  deputies  from  the  republic  to  the 
court  of  Vienna.  The  object  of  this  deputation 
feems  to  have  been  that  merely  of  making  fuch 
conceffions  on  the  part  of  the  republic  as  might 
accord  with  the  emperor's  ideas  of  dignity,  par- 
ticularly with  refpect  to  the  infult  offered  to  his 

flag; 
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flag ;  a  point  in  which  he  feemed  to  think  his  ho- 
nour fo  much  concerned,  that  nothing  lefs  than 
fat  is  faction  on  that  head  could  Gpen  the  way  to 
an  accommodation. 

While  Catharine  was  fecurmg  peace  without 
the  empire,  and  giving  it  to  other  powers,  cabals 
and  intrigues  were  reviving  in  her  court.  No  me- 
thods were  left  unemployed  by  the  difafFected  for 
inciting  the  grand  duke  againft  his  mother,  and 
for  irritating  that  princefs  againft  him.  His  iirir 
perial  highneis  generally  fpent  the  autumn  at  Gat- 
fhina,  a  country  feat  diflant  about  eighteen  verfts 
from  Tzarfko-felo.  All  at  once  a  report  was  fpread 
that  he  designed  to  build  a  town  there,  and  to 
give  liberty  to  all  who  fhould  come  and  live  in  it. 
The  prince  was  not  a  little  furpriled  to  fee  the 
peafants  running  in  crowds  from  various  parts  of 
the  empire  to  partake  of  thefe  benefits.  But, 
with  great  prudence,  he  kindly  difmiffed  them, 
and  thus  diflipated  an  incipient  revolt,  from  which 
undoubtedly  great  advantages  were  expected  by 
the  parties  concerned. 

The  perfpicacity  and  the  zeal  of  Bezborodko 
rendered  him  necefTary  to  the  emprefs ;  and, 
having  fucceeded  to  Panin,  he  feemed  to  have  in- 
herited his  fentiments.  Conne&ed  with  the  fami- 
ly of  ^Vorontzof ;%  he  was  the  fecret  opponent  of 

Potemkin, 

*  The  two  Vorontzofs  are  brothers  of  princefs  Dalhkof, 
and  of  the  favourite  lady  of  Peter  III.     One  of  them,  Alex- 
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Potemkin,  who  difdained  all  his  enemies,  openly 
braved  them,  and  fometimes  made  them  objects 
of  his  fport  with  peculiar  addrefs. 

Laniko'i,  beloved  by  Potemkin,  to  whom  he 
was  alfo  greatly  attached,  became  daily  more  dear 
to  the  emprefs.  The  education  of  this  favourite 
had  been  much  neglected ;  Catharine  took  the 
care  of  his  improvement  on  herfelf.  She  adorned 
his  mind  with  every  ufeful  knowledge  ;  and  he 
was  very  foon  as  diftinguifhable  for  his  acquire- 
ments, and  the  fuperior  elegance  of  his  manners, 
as  he  was  already  by  the  graces  of  his  perfon. 
Her  love  for  this  amiable  youth  was  ardent  and 
fincere  :  fhe  admired  in  him  her  own  creation. 
But  this  fatisfaction  was  not  of  long  continuance, 
Lanfkoi  was  attacked  with  a  violent  fever,  and 
perifhed  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  in  the  arms  of 
her  majefty,  who  lavifhed  upon  him,  to  the  very 
laft  moment,  all  the  tendernefs  the  moil  paffionate 
affection  could  infpire. 

When  he  was  no  more,  (he  gave  herfelf  up  to 
deep  and  poignant  forrow.  The  imperial  apart- 
ments, from  the  abodes  of  joy,  refembled  now  the 
lonely  defert.  Catharine  refufed  all  fuftenance 
for  feveral  days,  and  remained  three  months  with- 


ander  Vorontzof,  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  college  of 
commerce ;  the  other,  Sergius  Vorontzof,  js  the  prefent 
minifter  in  England, 

out 
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out  going  out  of  her  palace  of  TzarflvO-felo  *. 
She  afterwards  raifed  a  iuperb  maufoleum  -f-to 
Lanfkoi,  in  the  gardens  of  that  imperial  feat,  juft 
vifible  through  the  trees  from  the  windows  of  her 
private  apartment ;  and,  more  than  two  years 
afterwards,  accidentally  walking  near  this  monu- 
ment, the  people  of  the  court  who  were  with  her, 
obferved  her  to  ilied  abundance  of  tears  J. 

Prince 

*  On  the  firil  fhock  occafioned  by  the  death  of  LanfkoT, 
the  emprefs  ordered  herfelf  to  be  put  to  bed^  indifferent  to 
fife  or  death,  being  almoft  entirely  nbforbed  in  grief.  The 
grand  duke  and  grand  duchefs,  on  hearing  of  this,  drove  im- 
mediately to  Tzarflco-felo  :  but  when  they  were  arrived  at  the 
door  of  the  bed-chamber,  and  their  pretence  was  announced 
to  the  emprefs,  ihe  called  to  them,  in  an  altered  tone  of  voice, 
not  to  come  in  :  and  they  were  obliged  to  return  without 
feeing  her. 

f  This  beautiful  little  piece  of  architecture  was  confiructed 
by  Mr.  Charles  Cameron,  an  englilh  artiit. 

%  The  fortune  of  Lanflcol  was  eftimated  at  feven  millions 
of  rubles.  He  bequeathed  it  to  the  emprefs,  which  Ihe  re- 
turned to  the  Afters  of  that  favourite,  referving  only  to  Iierfelf 
the  right  of  purchafmg  the  pictures,  the  medals,  the  library, 
the  plate,  and  one  landed  eftate  valued  at  four  hundred  thou- 
fand  rubles,  of  which  flie  had  made  him  a  prefent. — One  fine 
collection  of  coins,  however,  was  irreparably  loft  fume  time 
before.  In  1780  the  late  Dr.  John  Glen  King  made  a  vifit  to 
Peterlburg,  and  brought  with  him  a  collection  of  britiih  and 
faxon  coins  that  had  been  begun  by  Charles  I.  and  being 
fold  after  the  death  of  that  unfortunate  prince,  it  paffed  into 
different  hands,  receiving  additions  by  its  feveral  poffeffors  j 
at  length  being  bought  by  a  clergyman  who  had  a  tafte  that 
way,  he  increafed  it  by  purchafes,  to  the  detriment  of  his 

flender 
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Prince  Potemkin  took  upon  him  to  difpel  the 
grief  of  Catharine.  He  was  almoft  the  only  per- 
fon  who  could  prefume  to  penetrate  the  folitude 
in  which  me  paiTed  her  hours.  His  influence 
with  her  increafed  from  day  to  day  ;  and  whether 
from  gratitude  or  from  real  attachment,  me  re- 
folved,  it  is  faid,  to  bind  him  to  her  by  indiiTo- 
luble  ties,  and  fecretly  gave  him  her  hand  #. 


flender  income.  On  his  deceafe  it  was  almoft  the  only  pro- 
perty that  fell  to  his  widow.  Not  able  to  find  a  purchafer  for 
it  in  England,  the  doctor  humanely  took  charge  of  the  col- 
lection, in  hopes  of  difpofing  of  it  in  Ruftia  for  the  benefit  of 
the  relic!  of  liis  friend.  He  was  advifed  to  offer  it  to  the  new 
favourite^  and  Lanfko'i,  on  hearing  the  account  of  it,  ac- 
cepted the  offer,  paid  the  money,  and  ordered  it  to  his  new 
houfe.  There  it  was  negligently  placed  3  und  fome  few  days 
afterwards,  the  coins  were  feen  in  the  hands  of  the  children 
of  the  vaffals  that  had  the  unfinifhed  buildings  in  their  care, 
who  were  rolling  them  to  and  fro  5  in  fhort,  fome  pieces  fell 
through  the  floors,  others  perhaps  found  their  way  to  the 
brandy-fhop,  Lanikoi  never  thought  of  his  purchafe  more, 
and  it  was  entirely  loft  without  any  inquiry  being  made 
about  it. 

*  Undoubtedly  nothing  is  more  difficult  than  to  prove  the 
authenticity  of  fuch  a  marriage.  But  it  is  affirmed  by  a  perfon 
highly  worthy  of  credit  that  the  nieces  of  prince  Potemkin  were 
in  pofftffion  of  the  certificates  of  that  event,  and  that  one  of 
them  told  him  fo.  After  all,  both  the  emprefs  and  prince 
Potemkin  being  dead,  this  fecret  is  of  no  more  importance 
than  that  of  the  marriage  of  Louis  XIV.  with  madame  de 
Main  tenon. 

The 
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The  bonds  of  wedlock  were  unable  to  fix  either 
the  tafte  of  Potemkin  or  the  fancy  of  Catharine. 
He  foon  fet  himfelf  free  from  the  obligations  this 
tie  impofes,  and  delegated  them  to  a  younger  and 
more  ardent  favourite. 

All  who  had  ambition  at  court  were  defirous  of 
feeing  the  place,  now  vacant  by  the  death  of 
LanikoY,  filled  up  by  fome  perfonage  who  would 
allow  them  to  mare  in  the  favours  dependent  on 
it.  Princefs  Dafhkof  was  indufrrious  in  her  en- 
deavours to  obtain  it  for  her  fon  ;  and  fuccefs  for 
a  moment  feemed  to  wait  on  her  intrigues. 

The  young  prince  Daihkof  was  tall,  well  made, 
and  of  a  figure  adapted  to  make  fome  im- 
preffion  on  the  heart  of  the  emprefs  *.  Prince 
Potemkin  who  was  aware  of  the  meafures  em- 
ployed to  bring  this  matter  about,  carefully 
avoided  any  apparent  oppoiition,  knowing  that 
contradiction  only  ferves  as  a  frimulant.  Feign- 
ing on  the  contrary  a  with  to  favour  the  young 
Daihkof,  he  took  greater  notice  of  his  family, 
with  whom  he  had  hitherto  been  on  very  indiffe- 
rent terms.  No  one  was  better  fkilled  in  the  art 
of  obferving   and  imitating   whatever  was  ridi- 

*  Prince  Dafhkof  is  now,  or  was  lately  with  his  regiment 
at  Mohilef.  Among  a  number  of  other  accomplHhments 
which  he  poffefTes,  he  fpeaks  the  engliih  language  remarkably- 
well,  having  had  his  education  at  Edinburgh,  under  the  cele- 
brated profellbrs  Robertfon,  Millar,  Steward,  &c.  The  prince 
h  a  fellow  of  the  royal  focicty  of  London. 

culous 
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cnlous  in  the  perfons  whom  he  frequented  ;  and 
he  neglected  not  to  make  Catharine  remark  thofe 
of  princefs  Dafhkof  and  her  fon.  The  emprefs 
laughed  heartily  at  his  mimickry ;  and  the  next 
day  Potemkin  fent  to  her,  one  after  another,  two 
fubaltern  officers  of  the  guards,  Yermolof  and 
Momonof,  with  fome  trifling  commiffion,  in 
order  to  give  her  an  opportunity  to  fee  them. 
Catharine  decided  in  favour  of  the  former. 

A  ball  was  given  at  court.  Young  Dafhkof 
was  there,  and  difplayed  an  extraordinary  magni- 
ficence. The  courtiers  imagined  his  triumph  was 
at  hand,  and  already  paid  him  thofe  marks  of 
deference  which  are  the  appendages  of  favourit- 
ifm.  Potemkin  redoubled  his  attention  to  princefs 
Dafhkof.  With  this  fhe  was  fo  delighted,  that 
on  the  following  day  fhe  wrote  him  a  note,  re- 
queuing him  to  admit  her  nephew  the  young 
count  Butterlin  into  the  number  of  his  aides-de- 
camp. Potemkin  mifchievoufly  anfwered  her, 
that  all  the  places  of  aides-de-camp  to  him  were 
full,  and  that  the  laft  had  juft  been  given  to 
lieutenant  Yermolof. 

The  name  as  well  as  the  perfon  that  bore  it 
were  alike  unknown  to  the  princefs  Dafhkof. 
That  very  day  fhe  became  acquainted  with  them 
both,  on  perceiving  Yermolof  at  the  Hermitage, 
ftanding  behind  the  chair  of  the  emprefs. 

1785.  It  was  in  the  height  of  the  contefl  about 
the  Scheldt,  when  the  public  attention  was  fully 

engroffedj, 
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cngrofTed,  and  the  emperor's  mind  fuppofed  to 
be  entirely  occupied  by  that  momentous  lubjecl:, 
that  the  world  was  aftonifhed  by  the  opening  of 
a  new  fource  of  jealoufy  and  difcord  in  Germany. 
What  rendered  this  new  bufinefs  entirely  unac- 
countable was,  that  it  not  only  feemed  in  its 
nature,  principle,  and  deilgn,  to  run  directly 
counter  to  all  the  meafures  which  that  prince  had 
hitherto  purfued,  and  was  Jftill,  with  no  lefs  ap- 
parent eagernefs  and  determination  purfuing,  with 
refpect  to  Holland  and  the  Scheldt,  but  at  once 
fhut  out  all  the  avowed  and  imputed  views,  from 
which  the  conteft  was  fuppofed  to  originate. 

This  new  fubject  of  alarm  and  contention  was 
no  lefs  than  the  propofed  or  fuppofed  exchange 
of  an  antient  and  great  electorate  in  the  heart  of 
Germany,  for  the  auftrian  Netherlands ;  thofe  very 
Netherlands  upon  whofe  account  the  emperor 
feemed  at  the  time  on  the  point  of  encountering 
all  the  hazards  of  a  war,  whofe  confequences  (as 
had  been  well  obferved,  and  ftrongly  urged  by 
the  court  of  Verfailles)  could  not  be  calculated. 

The  pruffian  monarch  now  became,  upon  that 
great  and  very  critical  occafion,  the  diflinguifhed 
and  fuccefsful  guardian  and  protector  of  the  rights 
of  the  german  princes,  and  the  liberties  of  the  ger- 
manic  body  in  general.  The  war  which  he  then  un- 
dertook, though  not  illuminated  by  thofe  dazzling 
actions  which  captivate  the  imagination,  yet  con- 
sidered in  its  motives,  with  the  difintereftednefs 

which 
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which  marked  his  whole  conduct,  through  the 
progrefs  and  conclulion  of  the  conteft,  has 
poffibiy  ferved  to  crown  him  witli  more  unfading 
laurels,  than  the  moft  fplendid  acts  and  the  moffc 
glorious  victories  of  his  youth.  The  peace  con- 
cluded at  Tefchen  on  the  13th  of  May  1779,  fo 
effectually  annulled  the  claims  and  pretentions  of 
the  houfe  of  Auftria  upon  the  dominions  of 
Bavaria,  that  it  might  be  fu pooled  to  have  cut 
off  the  poffibility  of  any  future  difcuffion  or  con- 
teft. upon  that  fubject. 

But  though  the  neceffity  of  apparently  rel in- 
quiring the  defign  was  then  predominant,  yet 
the  object:  prefented  fo  irreliftible  a  temptation, 
that  the  defire  of  its  acquiiition  could  not  be 
foregone,  rind  as  the  fame  great  obitacles  Hill 
remained  to  the  obtaining  of  it  by  force,  other 
means  were  to  be  tried,  and  meafurcs  of  another 
nature  purfued. 

Ambition  and  vanity  feldom  grow  old,  and  the 
lure  of  a  crown  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  fuc- 
cefsfully  held  out  to  the  elector  palatine,  in  order 
to  induce  him  to  an  exchange  of  the  duchy  of 
Bavaria,  including  all  thoie  appendages  which 
were  left  and  confirmed  to  it  by  the  treaty  of 
Tefchen,  for  the  auitrian  Netherlands,  which 
were  to  be  conftituted  a  kingdom,  under  the  re- 
vived denomination  of  Auflrafia.  Nothing  could, 
certainly  have  been  more  advantageous  to  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  or  more  conlbnant  to  its  views 

of 
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of  fupreme  greatnefs,  than  this  exchange.  For, 
exclufive  of  the  precarious  tenure  by  which  the 
Low  Countries  were  held,  and  which  was  now 
perhaps  more  fenfibly  felt  than  at  any  former 
time,  the  acceffion  of  fo  large  and  considerable 
a  country  as  Bavaria  rendered  itill  more  important 
by  its  peculiar  fituation,  befides  rounding  and 
completing  the  auftrian  dominions,  would  have 
confolidated  fuch  a  great  and  compacted  body  of 
power,  as  nothing  afterwards  in  the  empire,  con- 
fidering  the  divifion  and  general  weaknefs  of  its, 
ftates,  could  be  fuppofed  able  in  any  degree  to 
counterpoife. 

On  the  other  hand  it  would  feem,  that  nothing 
lefs  than  the  paflion  of  filling  a  throne,  for  how- 
ever mort  a  time,  and  the  empty  gratification  of 
leaving  a  name  enrolled  in  the  mouldering  cata- 
logues of  forgotten  kings,  could  have  induced 
the  elector,  at  his  time  of  life,  and  without  chil- 
dren, to  enter  into  a  meafure  fo  difagreeable  to 
his  fubjects,  fo  dangerous  to  his  co-eftates  of  the 
empire,  and  fo  unjuft  to  his  apparent  heirs  and 
prefumptive  fucceflbrs,  as  the  dominion  which  he 
was  to  obtain  bore  no  adequate  proportion  in  the 
great  objects  of  extent,  number  of  inhabitants, 
importance,  or  fecurity,  to  the  country  which,  he 
was  to  give  in  exchange. 

No  feafon,  however,  could  well  be  chofen 
that  was  lefs  favourable  to  the  carrying  of  fuch  a 
meafure  into  execution  than  the  prefent.  The 
attention  of  Europe  was  already  much  rouzed  by 

the 
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the  northern  alliance,  and  by  a  fucceffion  of 
meafures  or  projects  which  were  fuppofed  to  have 
arifen  from  it ;  fo  that  the  more  diitant  as  well  as 
the  nearer  powers  began  now  to  entertain  no  fmall 
jealoufy  of  the  conduct  and  views  of  thefe  two 
great  empires,  whofe  union  appeared  to  be  fo 
strictly  cemented,  that  they  were  fcarcely  to  be 
confidered  in  any  other  point  of  view  than  that  of 
acting  under  the  fame  common  influence  of  deiign, 
and  under  the  impulfe  of  the  fame  common  in- 
tereft  in  every  thing.  In  fuch  a  difpoiition  and 
ftate  of  circumstances,  it  was  fcarcely  reafonable 
to  expect  that  an  innovation  in  the  constitution  of 
the  germanic  body,  as  well  as  in  the  general 
fyftem  of  europcan  policy,  could  by  any  means 
pafs  unquestioned  ;  or  indeed  that  the  attempt 
would  not  be  attended  with  much  difficulty  and 
danger. 

The  negotiation  upon  this  intended  barter  was 
conducted  with  fuch  extreme  clofenefs  and  fe- 
crecy,  that  no  fufpicion  of  the  delign  was  enter- 
tained, even  by  thofe  who  were  the  molt  imme- 
diately interested  in  the  meaiure,  and  would  be 
the  moft  deeply  affected  by  it,  until  the'  treaty 
was  fifppofed  to  be  already  far  advanced,  if  not 
abfolutely  concluded.  This  bufinefs  was  like- 
wife  attended  with  the  peculiar  circumftance  of 
its  existence  having  been  in  the  firft  instance  ab- 
folutely denied,  and  never  after  fully  acknow- 
ledged,   by    the   contracting  parties  thcmfelves. 

A  letter 
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A  letter  from  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  to  the  duke 
of  Deux-ponts,  tending  to  induce  him  to  an  ac- 
quiescence in  the  propofed  fcheme  of  exchange 
or  barter,  if  not  a  confirmation  of  it,  was  the  firft 
intelligence  which  that  prince,  the  prefumptive 
heir  and  fucceflbr  to  the  elector  palatine  in  all  his 
eftates,  dominions,  and  titles,  received,  that  any 
fuch  defign  was  in  agitation.  This  letter  was 
probably  received  about  the  clofe  of  the  year 
1784,  as  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  informed  of  the 
whole  affair  by  the  duke,  who  claimed  his  inter- 
ference and  protection,  as  guarantee  of  the  treaty 
of  Tefchen,  early  in  the  following  month  of 
January. 

In  whatever  terms  the  duke's  anfwer  was  con- 
veyed, it  was  fo  ill  taken  by  the  court  of  Peterf- 
burg,  that  the  refufal  was  probably  very  peremp- 
tory. The  king  of  Pruffia  immediately  remon- 
ftrated  ftrongly  with  that  court  upon  the  fubjeet, 
as  having  been  a  mediator  of  the  peace  at  Tef- 
chen, and  being  a  guarantee  to  the  treaty.  The 
emprefs,  in  her  anfwer,  declared,  that  ihe  had 
conceived  this  project  to  be  the  only  fure  means 
of  preventing  a  war :  that  upon  this  ground  fbe 
very  ferioufly  wifhed  for  its  being  carried  into 
immediate  execution :  that  thefe  fentiments  had 
indeed  dictated  the  letter  written  by  her  to  the 
duke  of  Deux-ponts,  inviting  him,  in  the  nioft 
friendly  manner,  to  come  into  the  fcheme ;  but 
finding  herfelf  ill  requited  for  her  good  offices,  fo 

vol.  in.  H  far 
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far  as  could  be  judged  from  the  anfwer  which  fhe 
received  from  the  duke,  which  is  of  a  tenor  that 
fhe  neither  can  nor  fhall  give  any  reply  to,  fhe  had 
dropped  all  farther  concern  in  the  bufinefs ;  and 
the  emprefs  declares  to  the  king,  that  fhe  has  no 
intentions  to  enforce  the  execution  of  this  project, 
excepting  that  the  parties  more  immediately  con- 
cerned fhould  fully  agree  to  it. 

But,  previous  to  this  developement  of  the  bufi- 
nefs by  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  both  the  courts  of 
Munich  and  Vienna  had  thought  it  neceflary 
publicly  to  contradict  the  reports  which  were 
fpread  upon  the  fubject,  and  to  affert  that  they 
were  unfounded ;  and  though  the  expreffions 
were  loofe  and  general,  they  were  evidently  in- 
tended to  convey  an  idea  that  no  fuch  defign  had 
exifted.  The  ftates  of  Bavaria  were  fo  exceed- 
ingly alarmed  at  the  report,  that  the  elector 
thought  it  necellarv  to  give  them  fome  fatisfaction 
on  the  fubject.  He  allured  them,  in  a  written 
document,  dated  on  the  13th  of  February  1785, 
that  the  reports  fpread  of  a  pretended  treaty  be- 
tween him'  and  the  imperial  court,  relative  to  an 
exchange  of  country,  were  without  foundation  ; 
that  the  convention  between  him  and  that  court, 
which  had  been  lately  ratified,  related  only  to 
the  adjustment  of  limits;  and  that  he  had  already 
ordered  an  extract  of- that  treaty,  fo  far  as  it 
concerned  the  provincial  ftates,  to  be  communi- 
cated to  them. 

Though 
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Though  this  anfwer  feemed  to  afford  fome 
temporary  fatisfaction,  yet  it  was  foon  confidered 
as  not  being  fufficiently  explicit ;  a  general  appre- 
henfion  and  alarm  was  fpread  among  the  people  ; 
and  the  order,  of  burghers  joined  the  nobles  in  the 
moft  preffing  folicitations  to  the  elector  for  a 
farther  and  clearer  explanation.  The  difcontents 
excited  upon  this  occaiion  ferved  to  renew,  with 
additional  force,  thofe  old  animofities  which, 
through  a  long  courfe  of  mutual  injuries  and 
cruel  wars,  had  for  ages  fubfifted  between  the  in- 
habitants of  Bavaria  and  the  palatinate.  This  ill 
temper  became  fo  prevalent,  that  all  the  powers 
of  difcipline  and  defpotifm  were  fcarcely  fufBcient 
to  prevent  the  bavarian  and  electoral  troops  from 
proceeding  to  the  moft  dangerous  extremities. 
It  was  even  faid  to  have  pervaded  the  elector's 
palace  and  court ;  and  it  was  reported,  that  the 
very  grooms  could  not  be  prevented  from  coming 
to  blows  in  his  ftables. 

Frederic  II.  who  regarded  the  alliance  between 
Auftria  and  Ruffia  as  highly  dangerous  to  Pruflia, 
and  even  to  all  Germany,  invited  the  electors  and 
the  other  princes  of  the  empire  to  unite  for  the 
defence  of  the  germanic  conftitution  *.  The  king 
of  Great  Britain,  as  elector  of  Hanover,  was  one 
of  the  firfl  who  entered  into  the  confederacy  :  a, 

*  The  treaty  was  figned  at  Berlin  the  ajd  of  July  1785. 

h  2  ftep 
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#ep  which  caufed  great  difpleafure  both  to  the 
errjprefs  and  to  Potemkin. 

The  court  of  London,  defirous  of  renewing  its 
treaty  of  commerce  with  Ruffia,  fent,  in  quality 
of  minifter  plenipotentiary,  to  St.  Peterfourg, 
Alleyne  Fitzherbert,  efq.  #,  who,  to  the  un- 
towardnefs  of  circumftances,  added  the  miftake 
of  attaching  himfelf  to  the  party  of  the  Voront- 
zofs  and  of  Bezborodko.  The  commerce  which 
Binds  Ruffia  to  England  is  equally  beneficial  to 
both  powers  ;  and  Catharine  certainly  had  no  de- 
fire  to  relinqutih  it  :  but  Die  was  not  difpleafed  at 
being  able  to  give  a  proof  of  her  refentment 
againft  the  court  of  London,  by  delaying  the 
renewal!  of  the  treaty  -f-% 

Perhaps  it  may  be  neceffary  here  to  ftate  briefly 
in- what  the  commerce  carried  on  by  the  Engliih 
with  the  Ruffians  confifts.  This  commerce  began 
in  the  port  of  Archangel,  which  the  Engliih  dis- 
covered about  the  middle  of  the  iixteenth  century, 
while  in  fearch  of  a  north-earr.  paffage  to  the 
Indies.  From  Archangel  they  went  up  the  Dvina, 
proceeded  over  land  to  Molco,  and  there  formed 
connections,  which  they  afterwards  greatly  ex~ 
tended,  when  Peter  I.  had  completed  the  con- 
quer): of  Livonia,  and  opened  to  them  the  ports  of 
St.  Peterfourg,  of  Reval,  -of  Riga,  and  of  Narva. 

*  Now  lord. St.  Helens. 

f-  That  treaty  bad  yet  two  years  to  ran. 

Since 
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Since  that  nsra  the  commerce  with  Ruffia  is  become 
one  of  the  moft  lucrative  in  which  Great  Britain 
is  engaged,  and  the  moft  ufeful  to  her  marine. 

The  Englilh  carry  to  Ruffia  *  the  products  of 
their  country,  of  their  manufactures,  and  of  their 
colonies  in  the  two  Indies,  as  well  as  the  wines 

*  About  the  year  1553,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  on  the 
propofal  of  the  famous  navigator  Sebaltian  Cabot,  a  veflel  was 
fitted  out  in  England  for  the  purpofe  of  difcovering  a  north- 
eaft  paifage  to  China  and  India,  the  command  of  which  was 
given  to   fir  Hugh  Wiiloughby,    and  after  him  to  Richard 
Chancellor.      This   latter   was   wrecked   in  the  bay  of  St- 
Nicholas  in  the  White-fea,  where  at  that  time  was  only  a 
monaftery.     From  this  accident  began  the  trade  between  the 
Engliih  and  the  Ramans.     Tzar  Ivan  Vaffillievitch  foon  after 
this  caufed  the  harbour  of  the  Archangel  Michael  to  be  made, 
granted  feveral  privileges  to  that  nation,  and  at  length  arofe 
from  this  connexion  the  confiderable  mercantile  city  of  Arch* 
angel.     The  commerce  here  foon  increafed,  and  in  1655  the 
commodities  exported  from  it  to  England  already  amounted  to 
660,000  rabies:  from  1697  to  1701   upon  a  yearly  average 
112,2511.  fterling,  while  the  imports  from  England  amounted 
only   to    58,8841.    fterling.     The  revenue  of  the   crown  in 
Archangel  amounted  annually. to  about  100,000  rubles,  a  fum 
which,  according  to  the  then  value  of  money,  was  very  confi- 
derable.    The  principal  articles  of  export  at  that  time  were, 
potafhes,    caviar,    tallow,    wax,  hides,   hemp,    feathers,    tar, 
..linen-yarn,  beef,  rhubarb,  filk,  (probable  ehinefe  or  perfian,) 
cork,  bacon,  cordage,  leather,  hogs-briftles,  &c.  all  therefore 
raw  materials.     Under  Peter  I.  a  great  alteration  in  this  com- 
merce enfued :    for,  when  he  had  built  St.   Peteriburg,   he 
drew  thither  the  trade    from  Archangelj  Which  former  city 
thereby  became  the  chief  commercial  town  of  the  ruffian 
empire, 

h  3  and 
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and  the  brandies  of  France  and  Spain,  which  they 
fetch  from  the  ports  of  thofe  countries,  and  by 
which  they  not  only  make  a  confiderable  profit, 
■but  gain  likewife  the  freight  of  their  fhips. 
*:'  The  Ruffians,  in  exchange,  give  them  corn, 
furs,  iron,  hemp,  flax,  pitch,  tar,  tallow,  deals, 
and  mails,  without  which  Europe  could  never 
fit  out  thofe  fleets  which  cover  the  feas,  and  often 
tinge  them  with  blood.  The  Englifh  have  more- 
over eftablifhed  at  Mofco,  at  Tula,  at  Kazan, 
at  Aftrakhan,  and  in  fome  other  towns  in  Ruffia, 
mercantile  houfes  which  trade  to  the  ports  of  the 
Cafpian,  and  fend  their  commodities  into  Tartary. 
.In  thefe  places  they  have  manufactories,  in  which 
the  wages  of  the  workmen  are  far  lower  than  in 
England,  and  where  their  factors  make  fails, 
cables,  anchors,  and  hammered  or  caft  iron  as 
"well  as  copper. 

Though  entirely  paffive  for  Ruffia,  this  com- 
merce procures  her  annually  a  balance  of  a  million 
of  rubles  in  time  of  peace,  and  a  million  and  half 
in  time  of  war.  But  how  great  the  advantage  to 
England  !  What  immenfe  refources  it  affords  for 
the  fupport  of  her  navy,  and  for  the  perpetual 
augmentation  of  her  connections  in  every  part  of 
the  globe  ! 

The  french  ambaffador  *  at  Conftantinople  had 
inftigated,  almoft  contrary  to  his  own  inclination, 


*  M.  Samt-Prieft. 
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the  court  of  Peterfburg  to  act  in  concert  with  that 
of  Verfailles.  This  minifter  had  lately  been  re- 
called. Vergenncs,  who  was  fenfible  of  the  necef- 
fity  of  forming  fome  connections  with  Catharine, 
procured  the  appointment  of  comte  de  Scgur  to 
the  embaffy  of  Peteriburg  *.  This  young  nego- 
tiator was  peculiarly  fuited  to  fo  important  a 
million.  To  great  mental  endowments,  he  ad- 
ded an  extenhve  erudition,  combined  politenefs 
with  dignity,  and  the  art  of  perfuafion  with 
franknefs  of  'character.  He  could  not  fail  of 
being  agreeable  to  Catharine,  and  of  gaining  the 
regard  of  Potemkin,  who,  with  his  haughty 
roughnefs,  always  knew  how  to  appreciate  real 
merit. 

Never  any  french  minifter,  fince  La  Che- 
tardie  -j~,  had  been  able  to  fucceed  at  Peterfburg. 
By  his  fervile  compliances,  Breteuil  had  favoured 
the  fchemes  of  Catharine,  who  prefently  learnt 
to  defpife  him  :  the  folemn  gravity  of  Beauflet 
was  tireforne  t©  that  princefs :  the  infignihcant 
mediocrity  of  the  marquis  de  Juigne  difgufted 
her ;  and  the  comte  de  Verac  could  never  obtain 
from  her  the  fmalleft  degree  of  confidence,  becaufe 
he  Hammered  in  fpeaking  to  her  at  his  firft  pre- 

*  He  arrived  there  in  the  month  of  February  1784. 

-f-  La  Chetardie  had  affifted  the  emprefs  Elizabeth  in 
mounting  the  throne,  which  however  did  not  prevent  him 
from  running  the  rittc  of  being  afiaflinatcd,  by  villians  whom 
the  chancellor  Beftuchef  had  hired  to  way-lav  him  on  the  ro.id, 
and  who  fired  at  his  carriage. 

h  4  fentation. 
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fentation.      The   comte  de   Segur  repaired    the 
mifchiefs  cccafioned  by  his  aukward  predeceflbrs.     • 

The  emprefs  was  deiirous  of  vifiting  the  famous 
canal  of  Vifhney-Volotfhok,  which  unites  the 
Volga  with  the  Ilmen  lake,  that  again  with  the 
Ladoga,  and  confequently  the  Caipian  with  the 
Baltic.  Prince  Potemkin,  Yermolof,  count  Bez- 
borodko,  feveral  others  of  the  court,  the  engliih 
minifter,  and  the  ambaffadors  of  France  and  of  the 
empire,  acompanied  her  on  this  journey. 

One  day  the  ambaffador  of  France  going  to  talk 
as  ufual  with  Potemkin,  found  him  more  angry 
than  ordinary  with  the  court  of  London.  Dex- 
teroufly  taking  advantage  of  this  opportunity, 
Segur  reprefented  to  Potemkin  the  benefit  that 
would  refult  to  Ruffia  from  having  a  commerce 
direct  with  France,  inftead  of  leaving  to  the 
Englifh  all  the  profits  *  which  they  draw  from 
both  the  one  and  the  other  of  thofe  powers. 
Prince  Potemkin  engaged  him  to  commit,  his 
obfervations  to  paper,  and  promifed  to  fpeak  of 
them  to  none  but  her  majefty.     The  ambaffador 

*  Such  nations  as  have  no  treaty  of  commerce  with  Ruffia 
are  obliged  to  pay  the  duties  in  dollars.  They  mult  therefore 
buy  the  ruble  at  13  5  to  145  kopeeks  the  ruble,  which  is  really 
worth  no  more  than  125  paper  money.  The  nations  then  that 
have  a  treaty  gain  twelve  per  cent,  on  the  duties,  which,  in- 
dependently of  other  advantages,  is  a  considerable  benefit. 
The  ambali'ador  obtained  befules  of  the  court  of  Ruffia-  a 
diminution  en  the  import  duties  on  french  wines- 

immediately 
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immediately  returned  to  his  barge  ;  and  finding 
nobody  there  excepting  count  Cobentzel*  and 
Mr.  Fitzherbert,  who  were  amufing  themfelves 
at  back-gammon,  he  borrowed  the  ink-ftand  of 
the  latter.  It  was  therefore  with  the  pen  of  the 
englifh  minifter  that  he  drew  up  the  plan  of  a 
treaty  of  commerce  between  France  and  Ruffia. 
This  paper  being  immediately  conveyed  to  Potem- 
kin,  was  communicated  to  the  emprefs,  and  ob- 
tained her  confent :  this  done,  it  was  faithfully 

*  The  count  de  Cobentzel  is  a  man  remarkable  for  bis 
talents  and  his  urbane  manners.     Born  in  the  Low-countries, 
where  his  father  was  long  minifter  plenipotentiary  from  the 
emperor  to  the  governor-general,   the  archduke  Charles   of 
Lorraine  5  he  has  all  the  elegant  accomplifhrnents  of  that  court, 
fo  diftinguiihed  by  its  brilliancy  and  its  politenefs.     He  fpeaks 
french  like  a  Frenchman,,  and  perhaps  better  than  he  does 
german.     At  an  early  age  he  was  fent  ambail'tdor  to  the  court 
of  Ruffia,  where  he  gave  particular  fatisfa&ion  to  Catharine  II. 
He  is  an  amiable  courtier  and  a  Skilful  negotiator;  the  moil 
laborious  application  feeming  to  him  nothing  more  than  amufe- 
ment.     His  opponents  and  enviers  lay,  it  would  be  well  if  his 
plans  were  deeper  laid  and  lefs  haftiiy  conducted.     However, 
there  is  an  eafe  and  dignity  in  the  count's  manner  of  doing 
bufinefs ;  and  it  is  no  flight   encomium  on  him  that  he  was 
deemed  worthy  of  negotiating  at  Campo  Formio  with  Bona- 
parte, and  that  he  did  not  difappoint  the  expectations  of  his 
government.     He  is  rich  and  is  fond  of  pomp.     At  Peteriburg 
he  was  remarkable  not  only  for  his  diplomatic  talents  and  the 
extent  of  his  political  knowledge,  but  for  the  magnificence  of 
his  ftyle  of  living.     The  ferious  nature  of  his  employments  has 
fcarcely  at  all  impaired  his  natural  vivacity,  and  he  takes  great 
delight  in  cheerful  company. 

returned* 
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returned-  to  the  ambaffador,  being  deiired  to  pre- 
sent it,  according  to  cuftom,  to  the  vice-chan- 
cellor Oftermann. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  paper,  Oftermann,  not 
knowing  that  it  had  already  the  approbation  of 
the  emprefs  and  Potemkin,  and  being  entirely 
devoted  to  the  Englifh,  told  the  ambaffador  that 
he  could  not  prefume  to  flatter  him  with  the  hopes 
offuccefs.  The  ambaffador  kept  filence.  The 
plan,  being  laid  before  the  council,  was  imme- 
diately approved  of  by  all  ;  and  it  was  in  this 
manner  that  the  treaty  of  commerce  between 
France  and  RufTia  was  brought  about. 

Previous  to  the  figning  of  this  treaty,  Ofter- 
mann and  Bezborodko  obferved  that  it  was  ex- 
pected that  France  fhould  declare  her  adhefion 
to  the  armed  neutrality.  A  notification  of  it  was 
given  to  the  ambaffador,  who  confented,  pro- 
vided.that  the  court  of  Peterfburg  would  promife 
to  conclude  no  treaty  with  any  other  power  unlefs 
upon  the  fame  conditions.  This  claufe  inferted 
in  oppofition  to  the  interefts  of  England,  re- 
tarded for  a  long  time  the  renewal  of  the  treaty 
folicited  by  Mr.  Fitzherbert. 
•  Segur,  at  his  departure  from  France,  had  men- 
tioned the  hope  he  entertained  of  concludingatreaty 
of  commerce  with  Ruffia.  He  was  haftily  anfwered 
that  there  was  no  poffibility  of  fuch  an  event. 
On  his  wr'uing  to  his  court  that  this  treaty  was  on 
foot,  the  count  de  Vergcnnes  difpatched  a  courier 

6  ^ 
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to  inform  him  that  it  was  no  more  than  an  empty 
lure  thrown  out  to  him  by  the  court  of  Ruffia, 
and  that  he  would  furely  bring  the  dignity  of  the 
king  into  queftion  if  he  acted  upon  it.  The 
treaty  was  already  concluded  when  the  courier  ar- 
rived at  St.  Petersburg. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  fame  year,  a  treaty  of 
commerce  was  concluded  with  the  emperor,  which 
afforded  great  advantages  to  his  fubjecls,  who, 
be/ides  their  being  in  general  placed  upon  a  foot- 
ins:  with  the  moll  favoured  nations,  were  granted 
feveral  peculiar  privileges.  Among  thefe  was  the 
claufe  which  granted  them  an  exemption  from  all 
duties  in  the  port  of  Riga,  and  which  placed  them 
in  all  refpects  upon  the  footing  of  native  inhabi- 
tants in  that  city.  In  general,  however,  the  ad- 
vantages were  reciprocal  ;  fuch  as  in  lowering  the 
duties  upon  hungarian  wines  on  one  fide,  and  thofe 
upon  leather,  hides,  and  other  commodities, 
which  might  in  a  good  meafure  be  confidered  as 
ftaple,  upon  the  other.  Upon  the  whole,  the 
treaty  feemed  evidently  calculated  to  eftablifh  the 
ealieft  poffible  intercourfe,  with  the  mcft  inti- 
mate and  lafting  connections,  between  the  fub- 
jects  of  both  empires  ;  fo  that,  though  the  terms 
of  the  treaty  limited  its  duration  to  twelve  years, 
it  appeared  that  the  mutual  friendihip  which  it 
was  to  produce  among  the  people  was  intended  to 
be  hereditary.  Upon  this  principle,  feveral  cities 
and  trading  towns  in  both  empires  were  placed 

upon 
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upon  the  footing  of  open  markets,  where  the 
foreign  inhabitant,  or  even  temporary  refident, 
on  either  fide,  was  to  enjoy  a  fort  of  denizenfhip, 
and  to  poffefs  the  fame  fecurity  and  advantages  in 
trade  with  the  native.  The  contracting  parties 
likewife  particularly  bound  themfelves  to  a  Uriel 
adherence  to  the  terms  and  principles  of  that  re- 
gulation or  compact:  of  which  the  emprefs  had  been 
inftitutrefs  in  the  late  war,  and  which  has  been 
fo  well  known  under,  the  denomination  of  the 
armed  neutrality;  and  which,  though  now  of 
fome  ftanding,  fhe  ftill  feemed  to  regard  with  all 
the  predilection  which  novelty  gives  to  a  favour- 
ite fcheme. 

The  treaty  of  commerce  with  France  was  like- 
wife  at  this  time  concluded.  Similar  negotiations 
were  at  the  fame  time  in  train  with  feveral  other 
nations.  Yet,  with  this  prevalent  difpolition  to 
the  forming  of  new  connections  in  trade,  the  old 
treaty  of  commerce  with  England  (which  had  fo 
long  been  conndered  as  the  moft  favoured  nation, 
and  entitled  to  peculiar  privileges  in  Ruflia)  was 
now  furTered  to  expire,  nor  had  it  yet  been  re- 
newed. The  Englifh  had  many  grounds,  with- 
out reckoning  political  caufes  or  motives,  whereon 
to  fupport  their  claims  to  peculiar  favour  and  privi- 
leges in  Ruflia.  Among  others,  it  is  not  to  be  for- 
gotten, that  the  Engliih  were  not  only  the  firft 
people  who  ever  opened  a  commerce  with  Ruflia 
by  fea,  but  that  they  were  the  firft  who  discovered 
her  at  all  poflefling  an  acceflible  fea-coaft.     To 

them, 
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them,  therefore,  Archangel  owed  her  rife  from  a 
poor  fifhing  village  to  be  the  great  emporium  of 
northern  trade  :  to  that  caufe  were  the  adjoining; 
defert  provinces  indebted  for  the  degrees  of  cul- 
ture, improvement,  and  civilization,  which  they 
received  ;  and  the  whole  empire,  for  thereby  ob- 
taining a  ready  vent  for  their  own  goods  and  an 
eafy  fupply  of  the  numberlefs  European  commo- 
dities which  they  wanted. 

But  the  emprefs  feemed  to  be  fall  departing 
from  that  line  of  policy  which  had  been  fo  long 
generally  purfued  by  her  predeceflbrs  as  well  as 
herfelf,  in  their  conduct  with  refpect  to  England 
and  France.  The  friendfhip  fhewn,  and  the  ef- 
fectual fervice  done  by  England  in  that  war  againft 
the  Ottomans,  which  covered  her  rei?n  with 
glory,  and  from  which  Ruffia  derived  fuch  vail 
acquifitions  of  territory  and  fo  great  an  extension 
of  at  leaft  apparent  power,  was  but  ill  returned  by 
the  latter  in  her  fubfequent  conduct,  at  the  time 
that  Great  Britain  was  oppreffed  and  nearly  over- 
borne by  the  greateft  combination  of  hofrile 
power  which  had  been  formed  againft  any  fingle 
irate  in  modern  times.  The  fcheme  of  the  armed 
neutrality  was  formed  upon  principles  as  un- 
friendly to  England,  and,  intentionally,  if  not 
actually,  as  inimical  to  her  interefts,  as  any  thing 
ihort  of  abfolute  hoftility  could  well  be;  nor  did 
it  afford  much  lefs  encouragement  to  her  numer- 
ous enemies,  nor  depreffion  to  herfelf,  (for  friend? 

fhe 
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fhe  had  none,)  than  an  actual  declaration  of  war 
from  Ruffia  would  have  done. 

Indeed  the  wifdom  of  the  policy  adopted  by 
Great  Britain  in  that  ruffian  and  ottoman  war  was 
much  questioned,  and  her  conduct  no  lefs  cen- 
fured,  at  the  time,  by  not  a  few  who  were  well 
acquainted  with  the  general  politics  of  Europe,  as 
well  as  with  the  intererls  of  its  refpective  Hates. 
They  contended,  that  me  departed  from  the  an- 
tient  principles,  as  well  as  the  ftrait  line  of  her 
policy,  in  encouraging  or  admitting  Ruffia  to 
take  any  hoftile  fhare  in  maritime  affairs,  without 
the  limits  affigned  to  her  by  nature  in  the  Baltic ; 
but  that  to  lead  her  by  the  hand,  as  it  were, 
from  the  bottom  of  the  gulf  of  Finland  to  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  Mediterranean,  and  there  to  aid 
and  encourage  her  in  acquiring  poffeffions  which 
might  enable  her  to  eftablilh  a  formidable  naval 
force  in  thofe  central  feas,  which  would  afford  her 
an  opportunity  of  continual  interference  in  the 
concerns  of  the  ftates  of  Europe,  was  reprefented 
as  fuch  a  violation  of  all  the  obvious  principles  of 
policy,  that  it  feemed  to  partake  more  of  the  ralh 
predilection  of  an  individual,  than  of  thofe  cold 
but  comprehenfive  maxims  which  fhould  regulate 
the  conduct  of  mates,  and  which  ihould  look  as 
fully  to  future  contingencies  as  to  prefent  effect. 

The  coincidence  of  views  and  defigns  between 
Ruffia  and  the  houfe  of  Auftria  liad  drawn  the 
bands  of  their  union  fo  clofe,  that  whatever  ex- 
cited 
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cited  jealoufy  or  difiatisfaction  in  the  one  Was  fure 
to  operate  no  lefs  powerfully  upon  the  other ;  a 
circumftance  by  no  means  tending  to  render  the 
fudden  and  extraordinary  friendfhip  which  had 
fprung  up  between  them  the  more  pleafing  to 
other  flates.  This  was  fully  exemplified  in  the 
hafty  and  uncalled-for  fentence,  without  being 
authorized  as  a  judge  or  mediator  to  interfere, 
which  Ruflia  pronounced  againft  Holland  on  the 
affair  of  the  Scheldt.  The  part  taken  by  the  king 
of  Great  Britain  as  elector  of  Hanover,  in  his 
acceilion  to  the  germanic  league,  was,  without 
queltion,  the  caufe  of  diflafte  with  both  thefe 
formidable  powers  towards  England  :  it  was  re- 
ported, and  probably  not  without  foundation, 
that  the  court  of  Petermurg  was  no  lefs  zealous  or 
urgent  than  that  of  Vienna,  firfbin  its  endeavours 
to  prevent  the  acceffion  to  that  league,  and  then 
in  uiing  every  poffrble  means  which  could  induce 
the  king  to  a  renunciation  of  it.  The  failure  in 
both  produced  fuch  effects  as  were  to  be  expected 
from  the  character  and  refpective  lituation  of  the 
parties. 

It  is  not,  however,  to  be  forgotten,  that  the 
commerce  with  England  is  to  the  full  as  eflential 
to  Ruflia  as  to  the  former ;  that  a  very  confider- 
able  annual  balance,  in  money,  is  gained  by  her 
from  England  on  that  trade  ;  that  no  merchants, 
with  fmaller  capitals  or  lefs  commercial  fpirit  than 

the 
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the  Englifh,  could  or  would  adventure  the  large 
fums  of  money  which  they  conftantly  and  necef- 
farily  advance  long  before  the  period  of  a  return, 
in  order  to  invigorate  the  manufactures,  to  fet 
the  people  to  work  in  a  wide  and  poor  country, 
and  to  enable  the  fmall  traders  to  bring  the  goods, 
whether  ftaple  or  manufacture,  from  their  re- 
fpective  and  remote  diftricts,  to  market ;  and 
that,  without  this  eiTential  pecuniary  affiftance, 
a  confequent  decreafe  of  induftry  and  product 
mufl  inevitably  take  place,  trade  and  manufacture 
would  languifh,  and  whatever  there  was  would 
become  a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  a  few  opulent 
natives,  whofe  avarice  would  encumber  it  with 
fuch  obftructions  as  would  bring  it  to  nothing. 
The  advantages  being  thus  reciprocal,  the  evil  of 
any  interruption  to  the  long-eftabliihed  commerce 
between  the  two  countries  (if  fuch  it  really  would 
be  to  England,  which  is  a  queftion  of  much 
doubt)  is  likely  to  cure  itfelf ;  and  things,  if  not 
carried  too  far,  will  probably,  in  defiance  of 
caprice  or  ill-humour,  as  in  other  cafes  of  im- 
proper reftrictions  on  trade,  return  to  their  na- 
tural channel.  Commerce  once  loft  is  with  great 
difficulty  recovered;  and  it  happens  well  to  man- 
kind in  general,  that  there  are  but  few  products 
confined  entirely  to  any  one  country.  Our  coun- 
trymen and  old  feliow-fubjects  the  Americans 
would  joyfully  iupply  the  place  of  Ruffia  in 
i  many 
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many  refpects,  and  thofe  articles  in  which  they 
are  yet  deficient  might  be  procured  in  the  inter- 
mediate time. 

Ere  me  returned  to  her  refidence,  Catharine 
made  a  viiit  to  Mofco,  and  was  there  lefs  un- 
favourably received  than  fhe  had  before  been  on 
fimilar  occafions.  Time  had  almoft  effaced  the 
remembrance  of  her  umrpation.  Among  the 
perfons  who  appeared  at  her  court  was  Gudovitch, 
who  was  eafily  diftinguifhed,  by  the  extreme  fim- 
plicity  of  his  drefs,  from  the  crowd  of  courtiers 
befpangled  with  ftars,  croffes,  and  badges  of 
knighthood.  His  prefence  alone  called  up  the 
image  of  Peter  III.  iu  every  breaft. 

Countefs  Uomanovna  Vorontzof  had  been  long 
recalled  from  exile,  and  was  married  to  admiral 
Palianfky.  The  emprefs  never  invited  her  to 
court,  but  fhe  fent  for  her  daughter  and  admitted 
her  into  the  number  of  the  maids  of  honour ; 
whether  from  companion  to  the  mother,  or  from 
kindnefs  to  the  family  of^  the  Vorontzofs,  is  un- 
certain. 

The  fpirit  of  toleration  that  animated  the  whole 
of  Catharine's  adminiftration,  was  a  very  remark- 
able and  almofl  lingular  phenomenon  in  a  defpotic 
government.  Notwithstanding  all  oppofition,  the 
emprefs  was  true  to  the  refolution  fhe  formed  at 
the  commencement  of  her  reign  ;  and,  from  that 
moment  to  the  day  of  her  death,  not  one  inftance 
occurred  of  a  human  being  fuftering,  in  any  re- 

vol.  in.  1  fpect 
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fpect  whatever,  on  account  of  his  religious  opi- 
nions *.  Not  only  the  conquered  provinces  were 
protected  in  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  but 
lutherans,  calvinifts,  moravian  brethren,  papifTs, 
mohammedans,  heathens,  and  people  of  all  coun- 
tries and  perfuaflons,  might  afpire  to  any  poft 
under  government,  and  hold  any  civil  or  military 
employment  or  dignity,  if  they  were  but  worthy, 
or  deemed  worthy  of  it.  The  intolerant  of  more 
poliihed  nations  might  go  to  the  provinces  of  Eft- 
honia,  Livonia,  Finland,  and  Rufiia,  to  take  lefTons 
of  moderation  and  chriftian  forbearance.  But  at 
Feterfburg  the  general  and  peculiar  feature  in  the 
public  character  is  toleration ;  a  virtue  which,  ia 
iome  fenfe,  has  long  iince  taken  root  in  the  nation 
at  large,  but  in  the  refidence,  from  the  confluence 
of  fuch  numbers  of  people  of  various  perfuaiions 
and  the  moft  diver lified  fyftems  of  faith,  of  the 
moft  diflimilar  manners,  cuftoms,  opinions,  and. 
prejudices,  has  acquired  fo  general  and  extenfive 
a  fway,  that  certainly  it  is  not  eafy  to  find  a  fpot 

*  The  emprefs,  on  all  occafions,  evinced  great  lenity  of 
^.iipofition  towards  heretics.  "  Poor  wretches  !"  ihe  once  laid, 
fmiling,  "  fince  we.  know  that  they  are  to  fuffer  fo  much  and 
"  fo  long  in  the  world  to  come,  it  is  but  reafonable  that  we 
"  fhould  endeavour  by  all  means  to  make  their  fituation  here 
"  as  comfortable  to  them  as  we  can."  It  was,  however,  as 
much  as  me  could  do  to  fcreen  the  rev.  M.  Samborfky  from 
the  fury  of  the  monks  for  appearing  without  a  beard,  and  in 
the  ordinary  drefs  of  an  engliih  clergyman,  on  his  return  from 
a  refidence  of  feveral  years  in  England. 

Of 
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of  earth  upon  the  globe,  where,  in  this  refpecl:, 
a  man  may  more  quietly  pais  his  days  than  at 
St.  Peteriburg.  It  is  to  be  underftoodj  more- 
over, that  the  word  il  toleration"  is  not  here  eon- 
fined  to  that  narrow  meaning  in  which  it  is  ufually 
taken  in  fpeaking  of  an  extorted  and  commanded 
forbearance  in  matters  of  religion,  or  of  the 
permiffion  for  the  weaker  party  to  exifl  by  a  ftated 
law.  The  idea  here  connected  with  the  term  in- 
cludes a  voluntary  and  univerfally  diffufed  for- 
bearance, in  every  place,  and  towards  every  per- 
fon,  his  manner  of  thinking  and  acting.  It 
therefore  comprehends  not  only  religious,  but 
alfo  political  and  focial  toleration,  and  is  remark- 
able, not  as  the  characterise  of  the  form  of 
government,  but  as  entirely  that  of  the  public  ** 
That  religious  toleration  prevails  in  Ruffia  ap- 
.  pears  plainly  hence,  that  the  great  and  extenfive 
liberties  which  the  tolerated  fects  of  religion  en- 
joyed under  Catharine's  protection,  no  where, 
either  among  the  populace  or  the  higher  clafTes, 
'  never  even  among  the  clergy,  excited  the  fmalleft 
difcontent  or.  rivalfhip.  Prelates  of  the  greek 
church  lived  with  the  religious  teacheis  of  other 
confeflions  of  faith  in  the  moh1  friendly  and  fami- 
liar intercourfc,  and  invited  them  to  their  tables 
and    converfe  ~j~ ;    ruffian    popes,     when    not   in 

function 

*  Store!-),  Gemcckk  von  Peteriburg,  vol.  ii.  p.  ^04. 
t'Tue  v  ntef  of  this  note  recollects  with  particular  pleafura 

i    ■'  the 
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fun&ion  themfelves,  occaiionlly  frequented  the 
worfhip  of  the  protectants,  profecuted  their  ftudies 
in  Holland,  England,  and  Germany,  where  they 
fdmetimes  attended  theological  lectures.  One 
inflance  even  occurred  of  a  refpectable  ruffian 
clergyman  giving  his  daughter  to  be  educated 
by  a  lutheran  preacher.  Among  the  laity  of  the 
greek  fe&  of  religion,  this  compatibility  naturally 
proceeds  farther.  They  appear  not  only  as  in- 
vited witneffes  and  fponfors  on  folemn  occafions, 
but  often,  in  the  congregations  of  the  foreigners, 
readily  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  their  churches 
and  fchools,  put  their  children  to  be  educated  by 
foreigners,  and  intermarry  with  them  without 
hefitation,  to  whatever  communion  they  may  be- 
long. In  focial  intercourfe  never  was  any  trace 
of  religious  party  fpirit  difcernible.  Converfa- 
tions  in  regard  to  differences  in  religion  were 
feldom  heard  ;  debates  on  fubjecls  of  that  nature, 
never. 


the  agreeable  hours  he  has  palled  at  the  monaftery  of  St. 
Alexander  Kef  ky,  with  that  excellent  and  amiable  metropo- 
litan and  archfrnandfita  Gabriel  ar<  hbifhop  of  St.  Petersburg 
and  Novgorod  3  alfo.with  Plato  archbifhop  of  Mofeo,  Euge- 
nius  biihop  of  Kherfon,  Shezronchevitch  the  catholic  arch- 
bilhop  of  Mohilef,  Pamphilief  her  majelty's  conferTbr,  and 
numbers  of  the  parochial  clergy :  nor  can  he  ever  forget  the 
hofpitable  reception  and  entertainment  he-  received,  on  a 
journey  in  the  depth  of  winter,  from  the  biihop  of  Kargapol, 
at  his  rribriaftery  on  tlie  banks  of  the  Syir. 

Examples 
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Examples  of  this  amiable  virtue  would  have 
turned  to  the  difgrace  of  foreigners,  had  they  not 
ftrove  to  follow  them.  But  alio  among  thefe  a 
mutual  toleration  and  indulgence  prevailed,  fuch 
as  is  but  rarely  feen  even  in  the  moft  enlightened 
countries.  Clergymen  of  all  religions  lived  in  the 
greateft  harmony,  for  the  moft  part  on  an  inti- 
mate footing.  For  feveral  years  the  reformed  and 
lutheran  preachers  held  weekly  meetings,  in  order 
to  confer  on  matters  of  religion  and  the  exercife 
of  their  duties,  and  to  keep  up  their  union  by 
familiar  convene  *.  This  laudable  circle  was  alio 
vifited  at  times  by  fome  of  the  catholic  and  ruffian 
clergy.  Not  many  years  ago,  when  the  place  of 
preacher  to  the  german  reformed  congregation 
was  vacant,  the  librarian  of  the  academy  of 
fciences  -j~,  who  was  a  lutheran  and  not  in  orders, 
for  a  long  time  delivered  difcourfes  from  their  pul- 
pit; and  the  englim  chaplain,  on  fimilar  occafions, 
has  often  exhorted  the  french  calvinift  congrega- 
tion on  the  great  feftivals  of  the  church  J.  It  was 
not  unufual  for  lutheran  preachers  to  adminifter 
the   communion  to  the  reformed,  and  preachers 

*  Alternately  at  each  other' s  houfe.  They  connfted  of  Mr> 
Martin  Luther  Wolff,  M.  Lampe,  M.  Grott,  M.  Reinbott, 
M.  Krokius,  M.  Reuter,  and  the  engli ih  chaplain. 

t  M.  Baife,  editor  of  the  Peterburgifche  Journal,  and  other 
works. 

;  Properly  fpeaking,  it  v/as  on  the  day  after  thefe  fefuvals ; 
otherwiic  it  would  have  been  impoflible. 

1  3  of 
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of  the  latter  perfuafion  have  delivered  funeral  fer- 
mpns  in  lutheran  churches.  Nay,  it  once  hap- 
pened that  a  lutheran  preacher  was  fponfor  to  a 
catholic  child :  as  he  might  ea'fily,  fince  the 
catholic  prieft  omitted  thofe  queftions  td  which 
the  other,  according  to  the  fyftem  of  his  church, 
could  not  anfwer  in  the  affirmative.  Foreigners 
of  all  fects  of  religion  contracted  marriages  with 
each  other  and  with  Ruffians,  without  attracting 
the  ffighteft  remark.  For  his  religious  opinions, 
in  fhort,  however  extraordinary,  no  man  had  any 
thing  to  apprehend  from  the  government  or  his 
equals,  if  he  did  not  attempt  to  force  them  upon 
others,  or  feek  to  make  profelytes.  A  great  part 
of  the  foreigners  even  lived  without  profeffing 
themfelves  of  any  ecclefiaftical  connection;  but 
no  one  ever  fet  himfelf  up  as  an  inquiiitor  into  the 
faith  of  thefe  independents,  and  none  troubled 
themfelves  about  them. 

The  emprefs,  not  fatisfled  with  having  appoint- 
ed a  catholic  archbiihop,  and  eftabiiihcd  a  femi- 
hary  of  jefuits  at  Mohilef,  and  with  having  fup- 
ported  iflamifm  in  the  Krimea,  fhe  gave  to  her 
people  almoit  every  year  fome  folemn  inftance  of 
the  protection  ffie  granted  to  the  liberty  of  wor- 
fhip.  On  the  day  of  the  benediction  of  the 
waters,  her  confeifor,  by  her  orders,  invited  to 
his  houfe  the  eccleiiaftics  of  all  communions,  and 
gave  them  a  grand  entertainment,  which  Catha- 
rine 
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rine  called  the  Dinner  of  Toleration  *.     Accord- 
ingly this  year,  at  the  fame  table  were  feated,  the 

patriarch 

*  Ivan  Pamphilief,  her  majefty's  confeflbr,  invited  the 
clergy  of  the  feveral  communions  in  Peterfburg  to  dine  with 
him  annualh*,  on  the  6th  of  January ;  who  generally  met  in 
a  company  of  fifteen  or  fixteen  different  denominations,  all  in 
the  feveral  habits  of  their  church.  At  tliefe  agreeable  meet- 
ings, his  eminence  Gabriel,  metropolitan  archbifliop  of  Nov- 
gorod and  St.  Peterfburg,  always  prefided.  Pamphilief  did 
the  honours  of  the  table  with  that  hofpitality  and  fuavity  of 
manners  for  which  the  Ruffians  are  fo  famous  among  all  that 
vifit  their  country.  When  wines  of  various  forts  were  ferved 
round  on  a  felver,  the  before-mentioned  prelate  once  obferv- 
ed,  with  a  fenfible  allufion  to  the  occahoii :  "  Tliefe  wines 
"are  all  good ;  they  differ  only  in  colour  and  tafte." — The 
perfons  prefent  at  one  of  thefe  dinners,  as  an  example  of  the 
reft,  were  :  Gabriel,  metropolitan ;  Innocentius,  archbifliop 
of  Pfcove  and  Riga ;  Eugenius,  archbifliop  of  Kherfon,  die 
famous  tranflator  of  Virgil  into  greek  hexameter  verfe  ;  Ivan 
Pamphilief,  tlie  emprefs's  confeflbr  :  all  members  of  the  holy 
fynod.  Other  ruffian  clergy  were :  Innocentius,  archiman- 
drite, and  refior  of  the  gymnafmm  at  the  monaftery  of  St. 
Alexander  Nefsky  5  Antonius,  archimandrite  at  the  imperial 
corps  of  noble  land-cadets  3  Bafilius,  protopope  at  the  marine 
•adet  corps ;  Andrew  Samboriky,  protopope  of  St.  Sophia, 
formerly  chaplain  to  the  embafly  at  London  ;  Nectarius, 
monk  at  the  greek  gymnafmm  ;  Sergius,  mofiK  at  the  imperial 
academy  of  arts ;  Sergius  Livitof,  pope  of  the  imperial  cha- 
pel ;  Ivan,  chaplain  at  the  imperial  feminary  for  young  la- 
dies ;  Matthew,  chaplain  at  the  artillery  and  engineer  cadet- 
corps  :  Bali  bus,  chaplain  at  the  imperial  academy  of  fciencesj 
.Bafilius,  pope  of  the  church  of  the  annunciation  ;  Stackaus, 
chaplain  at  the  imperial  noble  land-cadet-corps  ;  Jofeph,  dea- 
con at  the   fame.      Lutheran   preachers  :  Joachim  Chriftian 

1  4  Grott, 


120  LIFE   OF   THE  C1?0^- 

patriarch  of  Grufinia  or  Georgia,  the  archiman- 
drite of  St.  Peterfburg,  the  biiliop  of  Polotfk, 
the  biihop  of  Pfcove,  a  -catholic  bifhop,  a  prior 

Grott,  paftor  of  the  Catharine  church  ;  Jeremiah  Lewis  Hoft- 
mann,  at  the  land-cadet-corps  ;  Emanuel  Indrenius,  paftor 
of  the  Swedifh  church  5  John  Henry  Krogius,  paftor  of  the 
Finns  church ;  John  George  Lampe,  alternate  preacher  at 
the  Peter-church ;  Thomas  Frederic  Theodore  Reinbott,  paf- 
tor. of  the  Anna-church ;  Martin  Luther  Wolff,  alternate 
preacher  at  the  Peter-church ;  Daniel  Frederic  Zachert, 
preacher  at  the  artillery  and  engineer  corps.  Minifters  of  the 
reformed  churches  :  John  David  Collins,  paftor  of  the  german 
reformed  church  ;  N.  Manibendel,  paftor  of  the  french  re- 
formed church  ;  William  Tooke,  chaplain  to  the  britifli  fac- 
tory 5  Mr.  Reuter,  the  dutch  reformed  preacher ;  Chriftian 
Frederic  Gregor,  paftor  of  the  congregation  of  the  unitas 
fratrum.  Roman  catholic  clergy  :  Sergius  Krachiniky;  Pe- 
trus  Stankievitch  ;  Hieronymus  Beroldingen ;  Johannes  de 
Ducla  3  Marius  Dormagen  ;  Leopold  Lafanky.  Armenian 
clergy  :  Macarius  Kolkumof ;  Stephanus  I  orifmilikof  3  Ni- 
kita  Tfcherkefof.  Sometimes  were  prefent  tartar  moulas  and 
kirghiftzi  priefts ;  bifhops  and  priefts  from  the  greek  iflands, 
from  Valakh'ia,  Moldavia,  and  the  worthy  abbe  Guadalupe 
from  Mexico.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  rcpaft,  which  was 
\ery  fumptuous,  tlie  metropolitan  ufually  faid,  with  a  loud 
voice,  either  in  rufs  or  latin,  <<■  Glory  to  God  in  the.  higheft  !  — 
"  On  earth  peace. — Good  will  towards  men  !"  Which  done, 
the  reft  of  the  evening  was  fpent  in  agreeable  and  fometimes 
facetious  difcourfe,  over  a  deffert  of  ex  qui  file  fruit  and  the 
ehoiceft  wines.  The  guefts  talked  to  one  another  in  rufs, 
german,  french,  Italian,  &:c.  as  it  mi-ht  happen  to  fuit..  But 
the  general  converlation  was  carried  on  in  latin. — The  whole 
of  the  expeuce  was  defrayed  by  the  emprefs,  and  it  was  con- 
tinued for  feveral  years. 

of 
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of  the  fame  religion,  francifcans,  jefuits,  an  ar- 
menian  priefr,  lutheran  preachers,  calvinifts,  and 
the  englifh  clergyman  :  in  ihort,  here  were  priefts 
of  no  lefs  than  eight  different  forms  of  worfhip. 
It  has  been  calculated,  that  the  offices  of  religion 
are  performed  in  Petersburg  in  fourteen  different 
languages. 

Ever  fince  the  commencement  of  her  reign, 
Catharine  had  laboured  with  unremitted  affiduity 
in  diffufing  inftruction  among  her  people.  She 
had  already,  as  we  have  feen,  founded  houfes  of 
education  in  feveral  towns.  She  now  took  up  the 
refolution  of  eftablifhing  them  in  like  manner  in 
various  parts  of  the  country.  To  this  end  a 
commiffion  of  public  inltructioii  was  erected,  at 
the  head  of  which  was  placed  her  former  favou- 
rite Zavadofsky,  who,  without  refuming  his  office 
in  that  capacity,  was  however  taken  again  into 
diflinguifhed  notice,  and  had  been  appointed  fe- 
cretary  of  the  cabinet,  and  governor  of  the  Lom- 
bard, or  loan  bank. 

This  being  an  eftablilhment  of  fo  lingular  a 
nature,  deferves  a  little  further  mention.  The  em- 
prefs,  reverfing  the  ufual  order  of  things,  inftead 
of  borrowing  money  from  her  fubjects,  now  be- 
came the  great  money-leader  of  the  empire. 
Upon  this  principle  fhe  opened  a  bank,  the  capital 
of  which  coniifted  of  thirty-three  millions  of 
rubles ;  and  was  empowered  to  emit  bills,  with 
the  currency  of  money,  to  the  amount  of  a  hun- 
dred 
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dred  millions  more  ;  (which,  at  the  loweft  evalu- 
ation of  the  ruble  at  that  time,  amounted  to 
twenty  millions  fterling :)  but  it  was  particularly 
reftricted  from  ever  exceeding  this  prodigious 
emiffion  of  paper.  Of  the  capital  fund,  twenty- 
two  millions  were  to  be  lent  to  the  nobility  for  the 
term  of  twenty  years,  upon  mortgages  on  their 
eftates,  at  an  intereft  of  five  per  cent,  befides  a 
payment  of  three  per  cent,  which  was  to  be  ap- 
plied annually  towards  the  difcharge  of  the  ori- 
ginal debt.  The  mortgages  were  not  to  include 
the  whole  eftate ;  but  fuch  a  number  of  villages, 
with  the  peafants  appertaining  to  them,  as  fhould 
appear  to  the  directors  a  fufficient  fecurity ;  the 
male  peafants  to  be  eftimated  at  forty  rubles  per 
head,  the  females  at  thirty,  well-grown  boys  and 
girls  at  twelve.  The  mortgaged  eftates  were  not 
fubjecT  to  confiscation  ;  but  heavy  pecuniary 
mulcts  were  to  arife  upon  any  delay  in  paying 
either  the  five  per  cent,  intereft,  or  the  three  per 
cent,  which  is  allotted  to  the  difcharge  of  the 
principal;  and  if  thefe  mulcts  be  not  iurrkient  to 
remedy  the  contumacy  or  neglect,  the  directors 
were  to  take  the  administration  of  the  eftate  into 
their  own  hands.  Four  periods  were  ftated  in  the 
courfe  of  the  term,  at  any  of  which  the  borrower 
might  redeem  his  eftate  by  paying  off  the  reft  of 
the  debt. 

The  remaining  eleven   millions  of  the   capital 
were  deftined  to  the  encouragement  both  of  fo- 
reign 
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reign  commerce  and  of  the  internal  trade  of  the 
empire,  by  being  lent  out  to  merchants  and  retail 
dealers  for  the  term  of  twenty-two  years,  at  only 
four  per  cent,  intereft,  with  the  fame,  annual  ap- 
plication of  three  per  cent,  towards  the  discharge 
of  the  principal.  The  bank  was  1'kewife  to  act  as 
an  infurance  office  with  refpect  to  fire  ;  but  the 
houfes  muft  be  built  of  brick  or  ftone  ;  and  all 
foreigners,  as  well  as  natives,  were  admitted  to  the 
privileges  of  deporting  their  money  in  it,  and  of 
having  her  majefty's  imperial  word  pledged  to 
them  as  their  fecurity. 

In  the  commiffion  for  the  normal  fchools,  after 
Zavadofsky  came  the  learned  iEpinus  *  and 
Paftukof  -j~,  private  fecretary  to  the  emprefs.  The 
other  members  of  the  commiffion  were  perfons  of 
no  confequence,  admitted  through  Zavadofsky's 
intereft. 

The  commiffion  was  much  divided  in  opinion 
touching  the  manner  of  inftituting  the  normal 
fchools,  fo  as  to  fulfil  the  intentions  of  the  emprefs. 
./Epinus,  who  was  apprehenfive  left  obftinacy  and 
ignorance  fhould  prevent  the  execution  of  the 
project,    advifed  the   adoption   of  the    auftrian 

*  iEpinus  had  been  preceptor  to  Paul  Petrovitch.  He  is  3 
man  not  lefs  diftingu.ilb.ed  by  his  virtues  than  by  his  extenfive 
erudition.  He  bas  published  feveral  pieces  on  the  mathema- 
tics, and  a  theory  of  the  loadftone,  much  eiteemed. 

f  Paftukof  was  likewife  employed  in  the  education  of  the 
grand  duke  Paul. 

method  ; 
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method ;  and  after  much  refinance,  his  opinion 
was  agreed  to.  He  was  undoubtedly  aware  of  the 
defects  in  the  auftrian  practice  ;  but  he  thought 
better  to  erect  imperfect  feminaries,  fufceptible 
of  progreflive  correction,  than  to  have  none  of 
any  kind. 

The  emprefs  then  propofed  a  variety  of  ques- 
tions to  Jofeph  II.  concerning  the  normal  fchools 
of  Auftria  ;  in  confequence  of  which  the  emperor 
fent  Yankovitch  to  her,  as  a  man  qualified  to 
impart  to  her  the  information  fhe  required.  Yan- 
kovitch, an  old  country  fchool  mailer,  dellitute 
of  all  talents,  was  no  iboner  arrived  at  Peters- 
burg, than  he  was  decorated  with  the  title  of 
counfellor  of  ftate,  appointed  director  of  the  nor- 
mal fchools,  and  affefTor  to  the  commiffion  of 
public  inftruclion.  He  became,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  flatterer  of  Zavadofsky  and  the  antagonift  of 
iEpinus, 

The  importance  attached  by  the  emprefs  to  her 
commiffion  of  public  inftru6tion  was  fuch,  that 
fhe  was  perpetually  employed  in  fending  notes  to 
them,  communicative  of  her  ideas  for  bringing 
to  due  perfection  thefe  normal  fchools.  Moreover, 
fhe  attended  them  herfelf  while  the  leffons  were, 
performing. 

A  learned  German  *,    member  of  the  academy 

*  A  native  of  Hanover,  named  Baehmeifrer,  who  com- 
pofed  the  only  accurate  work  on  the  geography  of  Ruflia  that 
ever  appeared. 

of 
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of  fciences,  confented  to  be  profeffor  of  geography 
and  hiftory  in  the  ruffian  language  :  a  very  for- 
tunate circumftance ;  as  no  Ruffian  would  have 
been  capable  of  it.  Catharine,  being  prefent  one 
day,  with  feveral  of  her  courtiers,  at  a  lecture 
which  the  academician  was  delivering  to  the  feve- 
ral tribes  that  inhabit  Siberia,  after  liftening  to 
him  with  fixed  attention,  fhe  beftovved  great  com- 
mendation en  him,  both  for  his  knowledge  and 
his  zeal.  She  afterwards  propofed  an  objection 
to  fome  of  his  obfervations ;  to  which  he  replied 
in  the  moft  fatisfactory  manner.  Zavadofsky  and 
fome  others,  unaccuftomed  to  fee  a  literary  man 
utter  an  opinion  contradictory  to  that  of  the  fove- 
reign,  feemed  to  take  fire  at  this  great  inftanee  of 
prefumption  :  but  the  emprefs  was  eager  to  ac- 
knowledge that  fhe  had  been  led  into  a  roiftake  ; 
and  returned  thanks  to  the  academician  for  having 
rectified  it  with  fo  much  ability.  Obferving,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  difpleafure  of  Zavadofsky,  fhe 
embraced  the  opportunity  offered  her  by  the  mo- 
ment of  his  attending  her  to  the  carriage,  to  order 
him  to  repeat  her  thanks  to  the  profeffor.  This, 
however,  did  not  prevent  the  prefident  of  the 
board  of  innruction  from  punifhing  this  worthy 
man  for  his  courage,  by  turning  him  out  of  his 
place,  and  even  out  of  his  lodgings.  Thefe  par- 
ticulars may  perhaps  appear  of  little  confequence  ; 
but  every  thing  that  tends  to  the  exhibition   of 

perfonal 
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perfonal  character  is  always   fit  matter  for  bio- 
graphy. 

A  victory  claimed  by  Ruffia  was  pretty  well 
authenticated  by  the  capture  of  a  tartar  khan, 
two  of  his  Ions,  and  a  nephew,  \\4io  were  all 
brought  prilbners  to  Petersburg.  This  action 
was,  however,  acknowledged  to  have  been  very 
fevere  ;  and  it  was  owned,  that  in  the  beginning 
the  ihock  fell  fo  heavily  upon  the  regiment  of 
Aftxakhan,  that  it  was  defeated,  ruined,  and  its 
colonel  killed. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1785,  great  havoc 
was  made  and  execution  done  among  the  kuban 
Tartars,  by  the -Ruffians.  It  would  feem  that  the 
whole  nation  had  been  either  fubdued,  cut  off,  or 
totally  ruined,  by  the  deifruction  of  their  vil- 
lages, and  the  lot's  of  their  flocks  and  herds  at  the 
approach  of  winter.  Brigadier-general  Apraxin 
and  a  colonel  Nagel  diftinguimed  themielves 
greatly  about  this  time,  either  againft  the  kuban, 
or  fome  other  nations  of  Tartars  ;  for,  from  the 
ioofe  accounts  that  were  always  publifhed  of  thefe 
tranfactions,  we  cannot  pretend  to  afcertain  dates, 
places,  or  circumftances.  It  appears,  however, 
that  colonel  Nagel  had  the  honour  of  being  the 
firit  who  defeated  the  new  prophet,  fheik  Man- 
four,  and  his  adherents  ;  who,  being  difappointed 
in  the  fuccour  which  he  had  taught  them  to  ex- 
pect from  heaven,  were  doomed  to  a  fore  con- 

■  viction, 
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virion,  that  their  fanaticifm  was  no  proof  what- 
ever againft  the  ruffian  bayonets.  The  prophet 
fought  boldly  on  foot,  at  the  head  of  feven  or 
eight  thouiand  of  his  followers,  who  were  in  the 
fame  fltuation  (which  evidently  fhews  that  they 
were  not  Tartars)  ;  and  his  own  reliance  on  the 
divine  aid  appears  to  have  been  fo  weak,  that  as 
a  fubftitute  he  employed  his  invention  in  the  con- 
frnuftion  of  fome  fort  of  rolling  machines,  which 
in  their  approach  to  the  enemy  they  pufhed  on 
before  them,  as  a  cover  from  their  fire.  But  the 
ruffian  foot  rufhing  on  furioufly  with  their  bayonets, 
and  the  cavalry  falling  in  pell-mell  upon  the  wings 
and  rear,  this  rabble  was  foon  routed,  and  pur- 
fued  with  unremitting  {laughter.  The  impoftor 
was- wounded,  but  had  the  fortune  to  efcape. 

1786.  Ycrmolof  had  arrived  at  the  pinnacle 
of  favour  ;  and  he  was  thruir.  from  it  by  his  own 
imprudence.  This  favourite,  tall,  fair  complec- 
tioned,  and  of  a  figure  declarative  of  a  foul  that 
could  not  be  rouzed  from  apathy,  was  jealous  to  an 
extreme.  He  prefently  behaved  ungratefully  to 
prince  Potemkin,  to  whom  he  owed  his  fortune. 
He  eagerly  laid  hold  of  every  opportunity  that 
offered  to  injure  him  ;  and  it  was  only  in  oppo- 
iition  to  him  that  he  defended  the  unhappy  khan, 
Sahim-Gueray,  the  payment  of  whofe  penfion 
was  cruelly  neglecled.  The  emprefs,  who  became 
every  day  more  indulgent  to  her  lovers,  ffiewed 
'i'athz   coolneis    to  Potemkin?    and   even  to    the 

ambaffiador 
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ambaffador  of  France,  whofeinterefl  at  court  gave 
equal  offence  to  Yermolof. 

Bezborodko,  Alexander  Vorontzof,  and  fome 
others  of  the  court,  contributed,  by  their  mitiga- 
tions, to  exafperate  the  favourite.  Yermolof  had 
an  uncle  named  Levafhef,  whom  Potemkin  had 
difmifled  from  the  fervice  with  difgrace,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  quarrel  at  play #,  in  which  this 
Levafhef  had  the  wrong   fide   of  the   queflion. 

*  Potemkin  played  enormoufly  high,  but  always  gene- 
roufly. — Being  at  Mohilef,  where  that  brutal  Paffick  wa5 
commandant,  who  had  been  raifed  to  a  general's  rank  in  re- 
ward for  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the  dethronement  of 
Peter  III.  he  pointed  at  pharao ;  Paffick,  who  cut,  had  thft 
effrontery  to  try  to  flip  away  a  card.  Potemkin  perceived  it, 
took  him  by  the  collar,  and  gave  him  about  a  fcore  of  cuffs  in 
the  face ;  after  which  he  let  out  for  Petertburg.  All  that 
were  prefent  at  this  fcene  looked  upon  Paffick  as  a  loft  man. 
But  having  a  daughter  who  was  maid  of  honour  to  the  em- 
prefs,  and  who  moreover  was  very  handlbme,  me'  ea'fily  ob- 
tained the  delinquent's  pardon.  Potemkin  was  often  hurried 
away  by  his  paflions.  He  once  ftruck  prince  Vallili  Dolgo- 
ruky  under  pretence  that  this  prince  took  the  part  of  general 
Kretfchetnikof ;  but  the  real,  caufe  of  his  anger  was,  that, 
being  fond  of  the  princefs  Dolgoruky,  fhe  had  refifted  his  im- 
portunities. He  alfo  ftruck  prince  Volkorrfky,  becaufe,  while 
at  table,  that  prince  clapped  his  hands  at  fome  witticitin  from 
this  dcipotic  favourite.  Frince  Potemkin  rofe  up,  took  him  by 
the  collar,  gave  him  feveral  blows  with  his  ft  ft,  faying, 
"  What !  you  applaud  me  as  if  I  were  a  buffoon  !"  Then, 
turning  to  the  auftrian  general  Jordis,  who  was  alio  at  table  : 
"  There,  general,"  laid  he,  "  that  is  the  way  to  treat  this  fort 
of  uVoundirls." 

Yermolof 
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Yermolof  complained  of  it  to  the  emprefs.  Potem- 
kin  being  reproved  by  her  majefty,  felt  himfelf 
fo  hurt  by  it,  that  he  haughtily  faid  to  her : — 
"  Madam,  there  is  but  one  alternative,  you  rauft 
6e  either  difmifs  Yermolof  or  me  :  for,  fo  long  as 
tc  you  keep  that  white  negro #,  I  fhall  not  fet 
"  my  foot  within  the  palace." — The  fame  day 
Yermolof  received  orders  to  travel.  Momonof 
fucceeded  him. 

Thefe  intrigues  were  fcarcely  heard  of  beyond 
the  precincts  of  the  court :  and  Catharine's  love 
of  glory  was  univerfally  known. 

The  learned  profeflbr  Pallas,  during  his  travels 
into  the  inner  parts  of  Ruffia,  had  collected  a 
great  number  of  natural  curiofities,  and  by  this 
means  had  formed  a  valuable  cabinet.  The  em- 
prefs purchafed  it  of  him  at  a  very  round  price  ; 
as  fhe  had  alfo  fome  years  before  purchafed  the 
library  of  d'Alembert  and  that  of  Voltaire  -j-. 

Several 

*  Potemkin  called  Yermolof  by  that  name,  becaufe  he  was 
fo  extremely  fair. 

f  Voltaire  had  not  long  been  dead  when  Catharine  commif- 
fioned  her  correfponden  t  at  Paris  to  buy  for  her  the  library  of  the 
author  of  (C  Mahomet."  Madame  Denis,  who  had  inherited 
that  library,  told  the  correfpondent  that  fhe  would  not  fell  it, 
but  that  fhe  would  willingly  make  her  homage  of  it  to  the 
emprefs.  Upon  this  her  majefty  wrote  her  the  following 
letter : 

"  Petersburg,  Aug.  15,  1778. 

"  I  juft  now  learn,  madam,  that  you  confent  to  make  a 
"  furrender  to  me  of  that  precious  depoiit  left  you  by  youx 

vol,  in.  x  "  late 
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Several  travellers  had  at  various  times,  by  her 
orders,  traverfed  the  northern  Archipelago,  and 
the  remoteft  of  the  ruffian  provinces.     In  the  year 


"  late  uncle,  that  library  "which  fouls  of  fenfibility  will  never 
"  behold  without  recollecting  that  this  great  man  had  the  art 
"  of  infpiring  mankind  with  that  univerfal  benevolence,  which 
"  all  his  writings  breathe,  even  thofe  of  mere  entertainment, 
"  becaufe  his  foul  was  deeply  penetrated  with  it.  No  man 
*',  before  him  ever  wrote  like  him :  to  future  generations  he 
"  will  be  both  an  example  and  a  rock.  To  equal  him,  genius 
"  and  philofophy  mutt  unite  in  one  perfon  with  literature  and 
''entertainment;  in  a  word,  he  mutt  be  M.de  Voltaire.  If, 
'*  with  all  Europe,  I  have  taken  part  in  your  grief,  madam, 
"  for  the  lofs  of  that  incomparable  man,  you  have  entitled! 
"  yourfelf  to  participate  in  the  grateful  returns  I  owe  to  his 
,c  writings.  I  am,  indeed,  extremely  fenuble  to  the  efteem 
"  and  the  confidence  which  you  mew  me.  It  is  highly  flatter- 
*'  ing  to  me  to  fee  that  they  are  hereditary  in  your  family.  The 
"  generofity  of  your  bihavkrar  is  your  fecurity  for  my  favour- 
"  able  fentiments  in  regard  to  you.  I  have  written  to  Mon- 
"  fieur  de  Grimm  f  to  deliver  to  you  fome  inconfiderable  tefti- 
'  monies  of  it,  which  I  deiire  you  to  accept. 

*'  Catharine." 

Her  majeity  had  written  on  trie  rover  :  —  "  For  madame 
fe  Denis,  niece  of  a  great  man  who  loved  me  much."  At  the 
conclufion  of  this  letter,  the  emprefs  requefted  of  madame 
Denis  a  plan  in  relief  of  the  facade  and  of  the  interior  dittri- 
bution  of  the  chateau  dc  Pel  ey,  as  well  as  the  gardens  and. 
its  avenues,  as  the  propofed  to  have  a  building  exactly  like  it 
in  the  grounds  adjacent  to  Tzarfkoiclo ;  a  defjgn  that  has  never 
been  executed. 

f  M.  Grimm  was  at  Paris  tiic  literary  correfpondent  of  the  empref?. 

1  /"J 
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1785  fhe  fent  again  feveral  learned  perfons,  fome 
towards  Caucafus,  others  to  the  frontiers  of  China, 
for  the  purpofe  of  difcovering,  exploring,  and 
examining,  the  raoft  remote  provinces,  and  the 
yet  unknown  parts  of  that  immenfe  empire.  The 
difficulties  and  perils  to  which  this  expedition  by- 
land  was  fuppofed  liable,  through  the  tracklefs 
deferts  which  were  to  be  explored,  the  inhofpi- 
tality  of  the  climates,  and  the  barbarity  of  the 
nations  that  were  to  be  encountered,  with  the 
numberlefs  obftacles  of  various  forts  that  were  to 
be  furmounted,  rendered  the  profpect  much  more 
terrible  than  it  had  appeared  to  our  circumnavi- 
gators in  any  of  their  late  great  voyages  of  dif- 
covery.  The  boldeft  and  molt  enterprifing  of  all 
nations  were  accordingly  fought  out  for  this  un- 
dertaking, and  high  rewards  and  promifes  held 
out  as  an  encouragement  to  their  zeal  and  per- 
feverance.  Baron  de  Valchen  Stedtz,  who  had  a 
regiment  of  cavalry  in  the  emprefs's  fervice,  was 
appointed  commander  in  chief  upon  this  expedi- 
tion. His  corps  coniifted  of  810  chofen  men, 
who  were  led  on  by  107  officers  of  different  de- 
grees  of  diftinAion,  and  accompanied  by  pioneers, 
artillery-men,  handycraftmen,  draughtfmen,  en- 
gineers, an  hiftoriographer,  and  naturalifts.  It 
need  fcarcely  be  ooferved,  that  they  were  amply 
provided  with  all  manner  of  necefTaries,  and  that 
they  were  furnifhed  with  credentials  fuited  to 
every  circumftance   and  fiiuation.     It  was  fup- 

k  2  pofed 
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pofed  that  the  expedition  could  not  be  completed 
within  three  years. 

The  only  fruit  of  their  difcoveries  which  came 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  public  was  that  of  a  fmall 
fugitive  colony  of  ftrangers  and  chriftians,  whom 
they  found  fhut  up  from  the  world  in  a  moft 
fequeftered  part  of  the  wilds  of  Caucafus;  and 
who,  in  the  language  of  the  country,  are  called 
Tfchetfhes.  Thefe  poor  people  are  faid  to  lead 
lives  of  the  moft  exemplary  piety,  and  to  exhibit 
a  primaeval  fimplicity  of  manners.  They  are 
totally  ignorant  of  their  origin,  any  farther  than 
knowing  that  they  are  ftrangers,  as  which  they 
are  likewife  conftdered  by  the  fcattered  neigh- 
bouring nations.  From  an  affinity  in  their  lan- 
guage, and  fome  other  circumftances,  they  are 
fuppofed  to  be  defcended  from  a  colony  of  Bohe- 
mians, wl  o  flying  from  the  religious  perfecutions 
in  their  own  country  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  found  at  length  a  refuge  from 
oppreilion  in  the  diftance  from  the  reft  of  man- 
kind which  thefe  remote  deferts  afforded. 

Not  fatisfied  with  the  difcoveries  which  this 
expedition  by  land  might  produce,  the  emprefs 
formed  another  by  fea  about  the  fame  time,  in 
order  to  extend  and  afcertain  thofe  which,  within 
the  prefent  century,  have  been  unfuccefsfully  at- 
tempted or  imperfectly  made  by  different  ruffian 
navigators.  Lieutenant-colonel  Blaumayer  was 
appointed  to  conduct  this  expedition,  and  corn- 
mi  ffioned 
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mifiioned  to  take  along  with  hirr^  beiides  able 
navigators,  a  number  of  perfons  fkilled  in  various 
arts,  to  affift  in  making  proper  enquiries,  and  in 
turning  to  the  greater!  advantage  fuch  difcoveries 
as  they  might  make,  or  were  already  made. 
They  were  to  embark  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Anadyr,  and  to  profecute  with  greater  accuracy 
and  ftricter  obfervation  thofe  difcoveries  which 
had  been  made  by  former  navigators,  of  feveral 
inhabited  iflands  lying  about  the  64th  degree  of 
latitude,  in  fituations  advantageous  for  trade. 
They  were  then  to  double  Tchukotlko'inofs,  and 
entering  the  flraits  which  feparate  Siberia  from 
America,  to  purfue  their  voyage  at  leaf!  to  the 
74th  degree  of  latitude  ;  but  if  they  found  the 
feas  practicable,  to  proceed  as  much  farther  as 
circumftances  would  permit. 

It  is  a  lingular  circumftance,  at  leaft  in  the 
modern  hiftory  of  the  old  world,  for  a  prince  to 
be  under  the  neceflity  of  undertaking  great  ex- 
peditions by  lea  and  land,  in  order  to  difcover 
new  countries  within  his  own  dominions.  Such 
is  the  valine  fs  of  that  unbounded  empire  ! 

But  the  great  work,  which,  if  ever  it  be  com-, 
pleted,  will  be  a  lairing  monument  to  the  glory 
of  Catharine,  is  the  navigable  canal  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Tver,  which,  by  opening  a  communi- 
cation between  the  river.  Tvertza  and  the  Mfta, 
the  former  of  which  falls  directly  into  the  Volga, 
and  the  latter,  by  the  great  lakqs,   opens  the  paf- 

k  3  fags 
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fage  to  the  Neva,  will  not  only  eftablim  an  in- 
land navigation  through  all  the  vaft  countries  that 
lie  between  the  fhores  of  the  Cafpian  and  the 
Baltic,  but  will  actually  unite  thefe  diftant  feas  ; 
ah  union  unexampled  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind. 

Thefe  enterprifes  have  by  fome  been  attributed 
rather  to  a  vain  defire  in  Catharine  of  caufing  her 
name  to  be  refounded  throughout  Europe,  than 
from  a  real  love  of  the  fciences.  In  confirmation 
of  which  it  has  been  obferved,  that  in  the  latter 
cafe  care  would  have  been  taken  to  publiih  to  the 
world  whatever  thefe  travellers  had  difcovered, 
either  without  or  within  her  extenfive  dominions. 
But,  though  their  departure  was  always  empha- 
tically announced,  their  return  was  only  attended 
by  a  clandestine  light. 

In  1784  Mr.  Pallas  conceived  the  plan  of  a  new 
expedition  to  the  northern  Archipelago,  and  drew 
up  inftru6tions  for  the  navigator  who  was  to  be 
employed  in  it.  This  navigator  was  Billings,  an 
Englifhman,  who  had  been  affifrant  aftronomer  to 
the  jufr.l}'-  celebrated  captain  Cook,  in  his  voyages 
round  the  world.  One  of  his  inftruclions  Was,  to 
find  out  a  port  for  eftablifhing  an  admiralty  ; 
meaning  thereby,  a  port  for  building,  putting 
into  dock,  and  ftationing  fhipa  of  war  and  other 
veffels.  He  firft  proceeded  to  the  river  Kovima  ; 
where  he  caufed  a  vefTel  to  be  built,  for  the  pur- 
Jpofe  of  doubling  Tchukotiku'inofs,  but  in  this  at- 
tempt he  was  not  able  to  fucceed. 

The 
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The  year  following  captain  Billings  failed  about 
the  iflands  of  the  eaitern  ocean,  departing  from 
Okhotzk  and  the  bay  of  Avatfha  as.  far  as  the 
coafts  of  Japan.  A  captain  of  the  navy  was  fent 
to  join  him  in  1787,  and  to  examine  the  coaft  as 
far  as  the  mouth  of  the  A  moor,  and  to  fix  on  a 
port.  Oud,  not  far  from  the  entrance  of  that 
river,  was  the  place  they  chofe.  At  the  diftance 
of  two  hundred  verfts  fouth  of  Oud,  they  alfo 
found  a  very  fine  harbour  beyond  the  chinefe 
frontier.  It  was  at  length  determined  to  erecl  the 
admiralty  on  the  american  coaft,  either  at  Prince 
William's  found  or  at  Comptroller's  bay.  They 
explored  likewife  many  other  excellent  havens  on 
the  american  coaft.  Catharine  wrote  in  1788  to 
thefe  captains,  and  to  the  commander  of  the 
ruffian  fortreffes,  that  fhe  had  lent  fix  mips  from 
the  Baltic  to  Kamtchatka,  to  co-operate  with  a 
powerful  army  that  was  to  go  down  the  Amoor, 
and  take  poffefTion  of  its  banks  to  its  mouth, 
and  all  the  country  to  the  left.  Captain  Billings 
even  conftructed  the  chart3  of  his  voyage  ;  but 
the  difcoveries  which  he  made  are  not  of  much 
importance.  He,  however,  collected  feveral  cu- 
riolities,  and  brought  to  Peterfburg  a  native  of 
Unalafhka,  and  a  woman  whom  the  inhabitants 
of  that  ifland  had  carried  off  from  the  mores  of 
America,  and  who  related  that  fhe  came  from  a 
part  of  the  continent  very  remote  from  that  coaft. 

k  4  Being 
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Being  returned  to  Peterfburg,  captain  Billings 
began  to  put  into  order,  with  the  affiftance  of  Mr. 
Pallas,  the  journal  of  his"  voyage  *.  But  it  is 
much  to  be  feared  that  the  work  will  break  off  in 
the  middle,  and,  like  thofe  we  fpoke  of  before, 
be  loft  to  the  public  *f% 

The 


*  Mr.  John  Ledyard,  an  American,,  if  he  had~not  been 
Hopped  on  his  journey,  was  the  man  who  would  doubtlefs 
have, given  us  much  excellent  information  ;  having  about  fix- 
teen  years  ago  ftn-med  the  defign  of  travelling  on  foot  to  the 
Tfchouktfchis,  of  crofting  Bchring's  ftraits  with  fome  of  them, 
and  thence  proceeding  to  the  engliih  fettlements  at  Hudfon's 
bay.  He  undertook  this  extraordinary  journey  alone  and  un- 
armed. He  was  arretted  at  Yakutik,  under  pretence  of  his 
being  a  fpy,  and  conveyed  away  to  the  frontiers  of  Pruflia, 
whence  he  returned  to  England.  This  intrepid  pedeftriaii 
went  afterwards  "to  Egypt  in  the  defign  of  traverfing  all  Africa 
on  foot :  but  death  put  a  flop  to  his  noble  undertaking  at 
Grand  Cairo. 

f  All  that  can  be  collected  from  fome  private  letters  is,  that 
the  queftion  fo  long  in'  doubt  about  the  north-earl  paflage, 
feems  to  be  at  length  fairly  negatived  by  the  following  curious 
fg&t,  eitablilhing  the  eternal  icy  barriers  of  rhips,  Cook,  and 
;s,  viz.  Regularly  every. fpring  immenfe  herds  of  rein- 
deer ,  thousands  and  ten'thoufands  ftrong,  come  over  to  the  open 
plains  on  the  afiatic  fide,  to  avoid  the  inieft's  of  the  clofe 
damp  arrierican  woods,  and  as '  regularly  go  back  every  Au- 
guft,  feeding  on  the  mofs  of  the  intermediate  iflands  in  their 
paflage. 

Now,  as  that  is  the  very  time  when  the  continued  action  of 
the  fummer's  heat  mifft  have  opened  the  lea,  if  ever  it.  did 
thaw ;  an  open  paflage  is  out  of  all  probability  ;  and  indeed 

*•      •  Billing? 
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The  emprefs,  defirous-  of  augmenting  the  po- 
pulation of  Khcrfon,  and  her  newly-acquired  pro- 
vinces of  Taurida  and  Caucalus,  published  a  mani- 
fefto  inviting  foreigners  to  come  and  fettle  in 
thofe  countries.  We  fhall  here  infert  a  few  frag- 
ments c"om  it. 

ff  The  protection  which  we  habitually  grant  to 
ftrangers  who  come  either  to  carry  on  their 
commerce,  or  to  exert  their  induflry  in  our 
empire,  is  generally  known.  Every  one  may 
enjoy  in  our  dominions  the  free  exercife  of  the 
religion  of  his  fathers,  a  perfect  fecurity,  and 
the  protection  of  the  laws  and  government. 
if  All  the  necelTaries  and  the  accommodations  of 
ff  life,  as  well  as  the  means  of  acquiring  riches, 
"  there  offer  themfelves,  both  from  the  fertility 
"  of  the  foil,  and  the  objects  adapted  to  com* 
"  merce.  The  territory  of  Caucafus,  in  fub- 
ie  million  to  our  fceptre,  affords  all  thefe  refources 
"  in  greater  abundance  than  the  other  provinces 
"  of  our  empire.  Foreigners  who  are  willing  to 
"  fettle  there,  whether  in  the  towns,  or  in  the 
'*  country,  will  be  fure  to  find  a  peaceful  afylutn 

"  with  many  advantages They  fhall  be, 

p  during  fix  years,  exempt  from  all  duties  to  the 
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Billings  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  thicknefs  of  the  ice, 
every  where,  (except  juii  about  the  mouths  of  large  rivers, 
whofe  warmer  waters  make  a  partial  opening  as  far  as  they 
extend,)  is  fuch,  that  a  ten  years  continued  furnmer  would 
fcarce  reduce  it  to  a  fluid  ftate. 

"  crown. 
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crown.  If,  at  the  expiration  of  that  term,  they 
ihall  fignify  their  intention  to  leave  our  dominions, 
they  mail  be  at  full  liberty  to  go,  on  paying 
only  the  value  of  the  imports  of  three  years  *." 
By  another  manifefto,  which  appeared  within  a 
few  months  after  the  former,  the  emprefs  declared 
to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Ruflia  and  Tartary,  that 
it  was  no  longer  required  of  them,  in  addrefTes  to 
her,  to  call  themfelves  her  flaves,  but  only  her 
fubjeffs'f;  That  princefs  was  not  ignorant  of  the 
means  of  rendering  herfelf  popular,  and  me  often 
employed  them  with  art.  One  of  thofe  which 
ierved  greatly  to  render  her  fo,  was  the  care  fhe 
took  of  children.  Whether  from  inclination  or 
from  policy,  fhe  had  always  a  great  number  of 
them  in  her  apartments.  There  they  enjoyed  the 
fame  liberty  with  the  princes  her  grandchildren, 
and  fhe  returned  their  care-lies  with  extreme  com- 
plaifance. 

The  fame  fryle  of  outward  magnificence,  with 
the  fame  munificent  fpirit  in  the  difpofal  of  boun- 

*  This  manifeilo  bears  date  from  Tzarfko-felo,  the  14th  of 
July  1785. — By  her  fucceffor  Paul  I.  the  two  iea-ports  of 
Feodofia  and  Evpaforia  in  Taurida  have,  been  declared  free 
ports  for  a  term  of  thirty  years,  and  leave  has  been  granted  to 
all  ruffian,  as  well  as  foreign  merchants,  not  only  to  import 
all  forts  of  goods  and  merchandizes  into  the  above  ports  duty- 
free, but  alio  to  export  them  thence  to  ail  olhcr  places  iu 
Taurida,  without  paying  either  cuiioms  or  other  duty. 

f  L>:tl  ess,  memorials,  and  petitions,  with  erafurcs  in  them, 
might  be  piefentcd  to  her  without  danger  of  her  taking  of- 
fence.    She  never   imagined   that  there  was  any  intention 


therein  of  intuiting  her  digni 
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ties  or  rewards,  which  had  fo  eminently  diftin- 
guifhed  the  court  of  Peterfburg  through  the 
reign  of  Catharine,  ftill  continued  to  be  its  prin- 
cipal charafteriitics.  Every  thing  that  comes 
within  thefe  defcriptions  was  done  in  the  higheft' 
ityle  of  grandeur,  and  feemed  not  only  fuited  to 
the  prefent  greatnefs,  but  to  the  riling  hope  and 
fortune  of  that  empire.  Indeed,  the  emprefs  pro- 
ceeded upon  lb  large  a  fcale  in  thefe  matters,  that 
it  feemed  rather  to  be  graduated  by  an  afiatic  than 
an  european  model.  It  is  not  often  feen,  at  leaft 
in  the  weftern  world,  that  a  great  military  power, 
whole  ambition  and  armaments  fbread  apprehen- 
fion  or  terror  all  round,  and  which  feemed  almofl 
conftantly  looking  for  war,  fhould  at  the  fame 
time  exceed  all  others  in  the  fplendid  eftabli la- 
ments of  peace  and  luxury. 

The  emprefs  had  publicly  announced,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  of  which  we  are  treating, 
her  intention  of  making  a  magnificent  progrefs 
to  Kherfon  and  the  Krimea,  in  order  to  her 
being  crowned  fovereign  of  the  new  conquefts. 
This  defign  was  apparently  conceived  at  firft  in 
the  molt  fplendid  ideas  of  eaftern  magnificence 
and  grandeur.  It  was  given  but,  that  Catharine 
was  to  be  crowned  queen  of  Taifrida,  and  to  be 
declared  protectrefs  of  all  the  nations  of  Tartars. 
That,  in  order  to  render  the  folemnization  of 
this  great  act  the  more  auguft,  awful,  and  more 
exten lively  ftriking,  fhe  was  to  be  attended  by 
the   metropolitan,  by  fix  other  archbiihops,  and 

by 
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by  a  great  body  of  the  clergy  ;  which  with  the 
court  and  its  attendants  would  have  formed  a 
prodigious  train.  Triumphal  arches  were  to  be 
creeled,  and  enriched  with  fculptures,  devices, 
and  inferiptions,  on  the  approaches  to  Kherfon, 
and  in  the  town.  The  emprefs  was  to  be  drawn 
on  the  latter  part  of  the  way  in  a  triumphal  car, 
with  a  wreath  of  laurel  on  her  head ;  and  the 
concourfe  of  people  was  expected  to  be  fo 
great,  that  the  multitudes  which  attend  the  pil- 
primages  to  Mecca  would  no  longer  be  regarded 
as  a  wonder.  She  was  beiides  to  be  efcorted 
by  a  formidable  army,  to  confift  of  no  lefs  than 
fix  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  twenty-two  of  in- 
fantry. The  magnificence  of  the  procefTion, 
■whether  by  land  or  by  water,  was  to  be  fuited  to 
that  of  the  grand  concluding  ceremonial.  A 
fleet  of  gallics  were  built  on  the  Dniepr  ;  and, 
befides  their  embellifhments  and  decorations, 
were  to  be  furnifhed  with  all  the  accommodations 
neceffary  for  a  court,  or  ufually  found  in  a  great 
city.  It  feemed  as  if  coft  was  a  matter  not  to 
be  thought  of  in  thefe  preparations ;  and  it  is 
fcarcely  credible,  though  positively  afferted,  that 
the  prodigious  ,fum  of  feven  millions  of  rubles  * 
had  been  originally  dedicated  to  the  purpofe  only 
of  thofe  prefents  which  were  to  be  diftributed  at 
the  coronation. 

The  fame  allowance  is  probably  to  be  made 
for   vanity   and   exaggeration  in    fome   of  thefe 

*  Amounting  to  about  a  million  and  a  half  fterling. 

accounts, 
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accounts,  which  is  uiually  neceffary  in  fimilar 
cafes :  but  it  is  certain,  however,  that  every- 
thing that  could  be  conceived  fplendid  or  grand, 
was  included  in  the  original  defign,  and  the 
ufual  magnificence  of  the  emprefs  feems  to 
give  a  fanction  to  the  whole.  It  is  likewife  to 
be  remembered,  that  there  was  a  grand  political 
object  in  view  in  this  fplendour  and  expence  ; 
that  it  was  undoubtedly  expected  that  all  the 
adjoining  nations  would  have  been  either  terri- 
fied by  the  power,  or  fafcinated  by  the  pomp, 
fplendour,  and  wealth,  which  were  now  to  be 
difplayed  ;  and  that  the  tartar  chiefs,  under  thefc 
impreffions,  would  not  only  have  rendered  the 
fcene  truly  glorious,  by  coming  from  all  parts  to 
do  homage  to  the  new  monarch  of  the  eaft,  but 
that  fhe  would  thereby  have  enlarged  and  fecured 
her  dominion  without  the  trouble  of  war  and. 
conqueft. 

The    reigning   duke    of    Courland    had   long 

DO  G» 

been  out  of  favour  at  the  court  of  Peterfburg, 
and  being  now  reprefented  or  fuppofed  to  be  in 
a  precarious  flare  of  health,  it  afforded  an  op^ 
portunity  of  marching  a  body  of  ruffian  troops 
into  that  duchy,  under  the  colour  of  fupporting 
the  freedom  of  election  in  cafe  of  his  demife ; 
a  pretence  fufficient  to  excite  the  nubility  of  thofe 
who  were  not  too  ferioufly  affected  by  their  in- 
tereft  in  the  country  to  laugh  at  being  reminded 
of  its  condition. 
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CHAP.    XV. 


Catharine  II.  takes  a  journey  to  the  Krimea. « — 
Ajfaffination  of  khan  Sahim-Gucray.  — The  Turks 
declare  war  again/}  Ruffia. — Gujlavus  til.  in- 
vades Finland.  —  Sea-fight  between  the  Swedes 
and  the  Ruffians.  —  Bentzeljlierna  makes  an  at- 
-  ttwpt  to  bun  the  ruffian  fleet  at  Copenhagen. — 
Capture  of  Otchakof.  —  Peace  of  Fare  la.  —  Victo- 
ries  obtained  over  the  Turks.  —  Capture  of '  If  mail, 

—  Difmiffion  of  Momonof. — Elevation  of  Zubof. 

—  The  cow  t  of  Gr.a  Britain  fends  Mr.  Fawkener 
to  Peterjbu  g.  —  Peace  of  Yaffj.  —  Death  of 
prince   Potemkin.  — 1787,    1788,    1709,   1790, 

1791,   1792. 

JL  HE  grand  political  object  which  Catharine 
had  in  view  in  this  intended  difplay  of  magnifi- 
cence and  power,  was,  after  having  folemnly 
taken  the  fceptre  of  the  Krim,  and  awed  the 
furrounding  nations  into  fubmifiion,  to  conduct 
her  grandfon  Conftantine  *  to  the  gates  of  that 

Oriental 

*  At  his  birth  he  was  put  into  the  hands  of  greek  nurfes 
fetched  on  purpofe  from  the  iile  of  Naxos.     He  was  always 

dreffed 
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Oriental  Empire  to  which  fhe  had  deftined  him 
from  his  birth.  All  was  in  movement  for  com- 
pleting the  preparations,  when  the  young  prince 
fell  lick  of  the  mealies,  and  he  was  obliged  to  be 
left  at'  Petersburg.  This  circumftance,  together 
with  the  news  of  fome  fkirmifties,  and  even  more 
ferious  engagements  that  had  happened  in  the 
Krim  between  the  Ruffians  and  the  Tartars,  00 
cafioned  a  great  alteration  in  the  fcheme  of  the 
progrefs  to  Kherfon.  It  was  now  greatly  nar- 
rowed in  the  defign,  was  difincumbered  of  much 
of  its  intended  fuperb  magnificence  ;  the  great 
objecl:  of  the  coronation,  and  of  the  aflumptiort 
of  new  titles,  was  entirely  given  up  ;  the  formidable 
military  force  that  was  expected  did  not  attend ; 
the  proceffion  did  not  take  place  at  the  time  pro- 
posed ;  and  the  only  end  obtained,  faving  the 
conferences  held  with  the  king  of  Poland  and  the 
emperor,  was  nothing  more  than  the  emprefs's 
(hewing  herfelf  to  the  new  fubjects,  and  appear- 
ing to  take  fome  fort  of  formal  poffeffion  of 
Kherfon  and  the  Krimea. 

The   Georgians,    Lefghis,    and    other   Tartars 
that  inhabit  thefe  unmeafured,   and  almoft   un- 


dreffed  in  the  fafhion  of  4hc  Gre<I;s.  and  (unrounded  by 
children  of  that  nation,  that,  he  might  acquire  the  greek 
language,  which  he  foon  fpoke  with  great  facility.  It  was 
even  in  regard  to  him  that  the  gvecian  cadet  corps  of  two 

hundred  cadets  was  eltablilhed.    . 

known 
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known  regions,  and  who  feem  fcarcely  to  know 
any  particular  owner,  as  foon  as  the  report  of  the 
intended  grand  progrefs  was  fpread  amongft  them, 
infread  of  producing  the  expected  effect,  in  daz- 
zling or  terrifying  thefe  Tartars,  it  ferved,  on  the 
contrary,  as  a  fignal  of  general  and  immediate 
danger,  to  cement  their  union  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner,  and  to  urge  them  to  the  greateft  poffible 
exertion,  and  to  the  moft  determined  refiftance. 
This  foon  became  apparent :  and  the  war  of  the 
Krimea  was  growing  daily  more  ferious. 

The  meetings  and  conferences  of  great  and 
ambitious  monarchs  have  ever  been  deemed  dan- 
gerous to  their  equals  in  power,  and  terrible  to 
their  inferiors.  If  all  former  inftances  of  their 
nature  and  effect  had  been  forgotten,  the  combi- 
nation which  defolated  the  kingdom  of  Poland, 
might  ferve  to  warn  mankind  in  fimilar  cafes. 
It  can  therefore  be  no  matter  of  furprife,  that  the 
ottoman  court,  which  had  already  received  proofs 
of  no  very  diftnterefted  difpofitions  in  its  great 
chriftian  neighbours,  fhould  have  been  to  the  laft 
degree  alarmed,  by  the  approaching  congrefs  at 
Kherfon  ;  where  the  bands  of  union  were  to  be 
cemented  and  drawn  more  ftraitly  between  two 
of  the  moft  formidable  powers  in  the  univerfe  ; 
whofe  ambition  was  at  laft  equal  to  their  power ; 
and  whofe  object  in  this  meeting  was  underftood 
as  aiming  at  nothing  lefs  than  the  fubverfion  of 
that  empire. 

And 
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And  as  If  this  combination  of  the  two  imperial 
powers  of  Ruffia  and  Germany  had  not  been  in 
itfelf  fufficiently  alarming  and  dangerous,  the 
poor  king  of  Poland,  who  had  already  been  the 
victim  to  their  mutual  enmity,  was  now,  upon 
their  ambition  taking  a  new  direction,  called  to 
participate,  in  fome  fmall  degree,  in  the  fruits  of 
their  union.  He  could  not  indeed  add  much, 
nor  perhaps  any  thing,  to  the  fcale  of  hoflile 
power  againll  the  ottomans  by  actual  exertion  ; 
but  this  was  not,  in  fact,  the  kind  of  aid  which 
the  great  allies  wanted,  and  wifhed  to  draw  from 
him.  Their  own  forces  were  fufficiently  numer- 
ous to  anfwer  all  the  purpofes  to  which,  from  the 
nature  of  things,  armies  could  be  applied  with 
effect. 

Poland  in  repofe  was  equal  in  value  to  the 
activity  of  any  other  ally.  By  its  fituation  it  was 
capable  of  uniting  the  two  empires  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  -render  their  force  one,  and  enable 
their  combined  or  feparate  armies  to  make  their 
impreffion  in  any  one  or  different  parts  of  three- 
fourths  of  a  vaft  circle,  by  which  they  would 
then  embrace  fo  great  a  part  of  the  trurkim  fron- 
tiers. Its  products  were  no  lefs  valuable.  Befides 
abundant  room  for  winter  quarters,  hofpitals, 
magazines,  places  of  refrefhrnent,  and  all  thofe 
other  appendages  neceffary  to  great  armies,  the 
country  was  to  be  confidered  as  a  vaft  granary, 
teeming  with  every  kind  of  provifion  ;  nor  were 

VOL.  III.  L  itg 
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its  military  refources  defpicable  with  refpect  to 
men  ;  but  in  regard  to  horfes,  cattle,  and  forage, 
they  were  unequalled.  Thus  was  Poland  capable 
of  becoming  a  moft  ufeful  member  of  the  con- 
federacy ;  an  acceffion  of  hoftile  Strength,  which 
to  the  ottomans  would  be  the  more  intolerably 
grievous  from  the  recollection,  that  all  their  late 
misfortunes,  along  with  the  prefent  unprofperous 
irate  of  their  affairs,  originated  in  their  apparently 
generous  endeavours  to  preferve  the  freedom  and 
independence  of  that  republic,  and  to  prevent  the 
alienation  of  her  dominions,  in  opposition  to  the 
rapacious  views  of  thofe  very  powers  with  whom 
ihe  was  now  to  be  leagued  againft  them. 

It  was  afterwards  even  rumoured  that  the  king's 
friendship  (limited  as  his  authority  was)  had  been 
fecured,  in  one  of  the  conferences  held  on  this 
memorable  progrefs  to  Kherfon,  by  the  prefent  of 
a  very  large  fisfft  of  money  (amounting  to  near 
half  a  million  Sterling)  in  rubles  ;  and  that  report 
had  fo  much  effect,  that  he  was  publicly  charged, 
at  the  enfuing  diet,  with  having,  at  that  con- 
ference, entered  into  private  conditions  inimical 
to  the  republic  ;  and  the  decided  part  which  with 
apparent  rifque  to  himfelf  he  had  taken  in  fup- 
port  of  the  ruffian  views  and  intereft,  undoubtedly, 
afforded  fome  colour  to  the  charre,  yet  it  lhould 
likewife  be  remembered,  that  he  owed  his  feat  on 
the  throne  to  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia ;  and  that 
gratitude   being  one    of  the    moft   predominant 

qualities 
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qualities  of  his  private  character,  he  had  never 
fince  omitted  any  opportunity  of  mewing  his 
fenfe  of  that  obligation  ;  and  had,  perhaps,  under 
that  imprefiion,  in  fome  cafes,  confounded  the 
virtues  of  the  man  too  much  with  the  duties  of  the 
fovereign. 

We  have  fhewn  the  very  interefting  appeal, 
under  the  form  of  a  declaration  or  manifefto, 
which  the  grand  ngnior  made  in  the  year  1786, 
not  only  to  his  own  fubjects,  but  to  the  whole 
race  of  Mohammedans,  fnewing  the  common 
danger  to  which  they  were  liable  fhortly  to  be 
expofed,  and  calling  upon  them,  by  every  thing 
dear  or  facred  to  men,  to  prepare  and  unite,  with 
hearts  and  with  hands,  in  order  to  repel  the  de- 
iigns  of  their  implacable  enemy,  whofe  views  were 
not  directed  to  conqueft,  but  to  extermination, 
and  who,  if  they  were  permitted  to  fucceed, 
would  flop  at  nothing  fhorl  of  the  utter  annihila- 
tion of  the  ottoman  name,  and  the  extinction  of 
all  true  believers  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

It  is  little  to  be  doubted  that  an  appeal  of  fo 
new  and  extraordinary  a  nature,  coming  from  a 
fovereign  fo  great,  and  a  name  which  had  for  fo 
many  ages  been  in  the  higheft  degree  revered, 
cloathed  in  the  moll  pathetic  language,  and 
Hating  circumftances  of  fuch  evident  injury  as 
would  have  interefted  the  feelings  of  ftrangers, 
and  even  thofe  of  a  different  communion,  muft 
have  operated  moll:  powerfully  in  all  thofe  wide 

l  2  regiorfs 
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regions  where  the  mohammedan  creed  predomi- 
nated. Such  was  the  ftate  of  things,  and  fuch 
the  feafon  of  appreheniion  and  alarm,  that  every 
muffulman  was  already,  in  imagination,  matching 
up  his  weapons,  and  rufhing  to  the  common  de- 
fence, when  the  report  was  fpread  abroad  of  the 
imperial  Catharine's  intended  triumphal  proceflion 
to  Kherfon,  to  receive  the  homage  of  conquered 
nations,  and  to  celebrate  with  an  oftentation  un- 
known to  later  ages  the  triumph  of  her  arms,  and 
her  inauguration  to  new  kingdoms  and  empires. 
The  vaftnefs  and  prodigality  of  the  original  defign, 
with  the  powerful  army  which  was  included  in  it, 
were  of  themfelves  fufflcient  to  fpread  amazement 
and  terror  on  all  fides ;  but  when  to  this  was  ad- 
ded the  effect  produced  by  the  language  of  flat- 
tery and  of  vanity  on  the  fpot,  and  the  application 
incident  to  all  reports,  in  proportion  to  the  length 
of  their  courfe,  it  is  not  be  wondered  at  if  this 
fpeclacle  was  magnified  and  rendered  more  terrific 
in  the  conception  of  diftant  and  ignorant  nations. 
But  it  was  not  merely  the  gratification  of  femi- 
nine vanity  in  celebrating  a  triumph  over  a  fallen 
enemv,  however  diftafteful  and  odious  fuch  a 
celebration  rauft  neceflarily  be,  that  chiefly  af- 
fected the  ottomans  with  regard  to  this  progrefs. 
A  report  was  fpread,  and  the  opinion  very  gene- 
rally received,  that  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia's  am- 
bition foared  fo  high,  that  the  acquisition  of  pro- 
vinces or  kingdoms  were  little  farther  estimated 

fry 
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by  her,  than  as  they  might  lead  to  the  attainment 
of  her  grand  object ;  and  that  this  was  nothing 
lefs  than  the  placing  of  her  fecond  grand fon, 
prince  Conftantine,  on  the  throne  of  the  ancient 
greek  emperors  at  Conftantinople  ;  and  thereby 
eftablifhing,  in  her  own  family,  two  mighty  em- 
pires, capable,  perhaps,  of  fubverting  Europe 
and  Alia.  The  chriftian  name  of  that  prince  was 
brought  as  circumftantial  evidence  in  fupport  of 
this  opinion  ;  and  the  conduct  of  Ruflia  in  various 
refpecls,  lince  the  conclulion  of  the  peace  of 
Kainardgi,  the  conditions  of  which  fhe  had  fo  fre- 
quently violated,  were  brought  as  farther  corro- 
borations. Particularly  her  continual  endeavours 
to  weaken  the  ottoman  empire,  by  loofening  her 
dependencies  on  every  fide,  both  in  Europe  and  in 
Alia,  and  exciting  the  valla!  princes  to  withdraw 
from  their  allegiance  :  her  debauching  the  Greeks 
in  all  places,  through  the  agency  of  her  confuls, 
and  rendering  them  ripe  for  rebellion  ;  her  in- 
fidious  arts  to  excite  infurreclions  in  Egypt,  by 
offering  to  render  the  turbulent  beys  lovereigns 
of  their  refpeolive  provinces  under  her  protection  ; 
and  her  unceafing  efforts  to  corrupt  even  thofe 
muffulman  officersy  who  held  public  employments, 
civil  or  military,  in  all  parts  adjoining  to  the 
frontiers. 

The  ruined  tartars  too,  who  had  been  driven 
from  the  Krimea,  and  their  other  ancient  feats, 
filled  all  places  with  their  complaints  of  the  pulil- 

l  3  lanimity 
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lanimity  of  the  port  in  thus  abandoning  them,  and 
called  loudly  upon  heaven  and  earth  for  juftice 
and  vengeance.  Now  the  intended  and  avowed 
enthronement  of  Catharine,  would  be  affixing  a 
final  feal  to  all  the  ufurpations  of  Ruffia  lince  the 
peace  of  Kainardgi ;  for  as  fuch  the  porte  con- 
fidered,  or  affected  to  confider,  the  feizure  of  the 
Krimea  and  of  the  neighbouring  countries ;  in- 
fifting,  that,  as  they  had  only  been  obtained  by 
fraud  and  circumvention,  in  the  midft  of  peace, 
no  claim  could  lie  againfr,  them  by  the  laws  of 
arms  as  a  conqueft,  and  it  would  not  be  pretended 
that  the  Ruffians  could  have  any  prior  right  to 
them ;  and  as  to  the  fubfequent  convention, 
which  feemed  to  give  a  fanction  to  the  feizure, 
they  afferted  it  was  only  a  temporary  meafure, 
adopted  for  the  prefent  to  divert  the  evils  of  war, 
until  an  equitable  arrangement  of  frontier  between 
the  two  empires  could  take  place,  the  Tartars 
fhould  be  refrored  to  their  rights,  and  their 
future  independence  firmly  eftablifhed.  It  was 
further  faid,  that  it  would  be  an  extraordinary 
violation  of  all  laws,  human  and  divine,  for  the 
porte  to  pretend  to  barter  or  affign  the  rights  and 
dominions  of  others ;  and  it  would  render  the  in- 
juftice  frill  more  flagrant  and  odious,  if  they  con- 
curred, in  any  degree,  in  ftripping  the  race  of 
Timur,  their  perpetual  allies,  and  eventual  fuc- 
ceiTors  to  the  ottoman  throne,  of  the  patrimony 
which  they  derived  from  their  glorious  anceftors. 

Such 
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Such  were  not  the  principles  upon  which  their 
government  acted  ;  juflice  and  good  faith,  whether 
with  refpect  to  muflulmans  or  chriflians,  were  the 
invariable  maxims  of  the  porte. 

The  emprefs  fet  out  *,  accompanied  by  her 
ladies  of  honour,  by  the  favourite  Momonof,  the 
grand-ecuyer  Narifhkin,  count  Ivan  Chernichef, 
the  two  counts  Shuvalof,  and  feveral  more  of  the 
courtiers,  with  the  ambafladors  of  Auftria  and 
France,  and  the  englifh  envoy  -j\  The  fledges 
travelled  night  and  day.  A  great  number  of 
horfes  had  been  previoufly  collected  at  every  fta- 
tion ;  large  fires  were  lighted  at  the  diftance  of 
every  thirty  fathom,  and  an  immenfe  crowd  of 
perfons,  attracted  by  curiofity,  fkirted  the  road. 

On  the  fixth  day  the  emprefs  arrived  at  Smo- 
lenlk.  Fifteen  days  after  ihe  made  her  entry  into 
Kief,  where  the  princes  Sapieha  and  Lubomirfky, 
the  Potockis,  the  Branitfkies,  and  moft  of  the 
other  nobles  of  Poland  who  were  devoted  to  Ruf- 
iia,  had  repaired  to  meet  the  ibvereign. 

Prince  Potemkin  had  gone  on  before.  He 
joined  her  at  Kief,  as  well  as  prince  NafTau- 
Siegen ;  who,  for  fome  time  paft,  had  been  en- 
gaged in  the  ruffian  fervice.  Marfhal  Romant- 
zof  was  there  alio.     Already  hurt  at  the  arro- 

*  The  iSth  of  January. 

-f-  Picvious  to  their  depart'are  Catharine  made  each  of  thefe 
three  iriinifters  a  prefetit  of  a  peliife,  a  fur-cap,  and  a  muff. 

l  4  gance 
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gance  of  Potemkin  *,  he  had,  during  his  flay  at 
Kief,  additional  caufes  of  complaint,  and  his  dif- 
content  became  vifible.  But,  whatever  value  the 
emprefs  fet  upon  the  brilliant  fervices  of  the  van- 
quisher of  the  Ottomans,  the  favour  of  Potemkin 
was  undiminished. 

The  rocks  that  contracted  the  navigation  of  the 
Dniepr  had  been  previoufly  broken,  and  fifty- 
magnificent  gallies  were  difpofed  on  that  river  for 
the  reception  of  the  emprefs.  Her  majefty,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  fpring,  went  to  Krement- 
fhuk,  and  embarked  •)•  there  attended  by  a  nume- 
rous fuite. 

The  next  day  the  fleet  call  anchor  over  againft 
Kanief.  The  king  of  Poland,  who  had  come 
thither  under  his  old  name  of  count  Poniatofsky, 
repaired  immediately  on  board  the  emprefs's  galley. 
The  two  fovereigns  had  not  feen  each  other  for  the 
fpace  of  three  and  twenty  years  J.  On  their  firft 
meeting,  Catharine  feemed  rather  affected :  but 
Staniflaus  Auguflus  preferved,  his  entire  prefence 
of  mind,  and  difcourfed  with  great  compofure. 
Soon  after  this  they  remained  alone  in  the  apart- 

*  Marfhal  Romantzof  was  general  in  chief  of  the  cavalry, 
and  during  the  fpace  of  fourteen  years  there  was  no  promotion 
in  that  corps  ;  becaufe  prince  Potemkin  had  a  diflike  to  the 
marfhal. 

f  The  <5tH  of  May. 

X  It  has  be^n  faid  that  a  private  interview  between  them 

took  place  at. Riga  in  1764. 
■ 

ment 
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ment  belonging  to  the  emprefs,  and  had  a  private 
conference,  which  lafted  fomewhat  more  than  half 
an  hour.  After  which,  they  went  over  to  another 
galley,  where  they  dined  together  *.  Catharine 
decorated  her  former  favourite  with  the  ribbon  of 
the  order  of  St.  Andrew. 

Prince  Potemkin,  who  had  never  feen  the  po- 
lifh  monarch,  feemed  quite  enchanted  at  now 
meeting  him.  It  was  perhaps  to  the  impreffion 
which  it  made  on  him,  that  Staniflaus  Auguftus 
had  to  afcribe  the  prefervation  of  his  crown  for 
fome  years  longer  than  he  otherwife  would.  How- 
ever this  be,  he  retired  that  evening  highly  fatif- 
fied  to  all  appearance  at  the  reception  he  had  met 
with,  and  the  fleet  continued  its  courfe. 

At  Krementfhuk  the  emprefs  was  lodged  in  a 
houfe  fuperbly  ornamented.  There  fhe  found  an 
army  of  twelve  thoufand  men  in  new  uniforms, 
whopreiented  before  her  a  fham-fight  by  manoeu- 
vring in  four  columns,  with  a  fquare  battalion  of 
kozaks  -\-. 

The 

*  On  getting  up  from  table  Staniflaus  Auguftus  took  the 
fan  and  the  gloves  of  the  emprefs  from  the  hands  of  the  page 
who  held  them,  and  prefeuted  them  to  her  niajefty.  Catha- 
rine immediately  took  the  king's  hat  which  was  held  by  his 
page,  and  moved  it  towards  him.  "  Ah,  madam,"  faid  he, 
alluding  to  the  crown  of  Poland,  "  you  have  given  me  a  much 
"  finer." 

f  It  was  on  that  occafion  that  the  emprefs>  who  was 
granting  favours  to  every  body,  and  of  whom  every  body  was 

preffing 
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The  paiTage  by  water  was  Hill  more  agreeable. 
The  mores  of  the  Dniepr  were  covered  with  vil- 
lages conitructed  for  the  occaiion,  with  peafants 
elegantly  drefted  tending  numerous  flocks,  who 
came  by  crofs- roads  to  different  places  on  the 
coaft,  which  the  fleet  was  to  pals,  and  were  thus 
inceflantly  re-produced  before  the  eyes  of  the 
voyagers.  The  beauty  of  the  feafon  even  added 
to  the  magical  effects  of  the  fpectacle  preftnted  to 
the  emprefs,  and  altogether  converted  this  almoll 
defert  region  into  a  delightful  country. 

Jofeph  II.  *  had  arrived  at  Kherfon  fome  time 
before  the  emprefs.  He  fet  out  to  meet  her,  and 
joined  her  majefty  at  Kaidak ;  where  fhe  imme- 
diately fet  foot  on  more,  and  proceeded  by  land 
to  Kherfon,  to  which  place  the  emperor  returned 
with  her.     Here  Catharine  lodged  at  the  admiral- 


prefiing  to  afk  them,  faid  to  Suvarof :— "  And  you,  general, 
"  do  you  want  nothing  ?" — **  Only  that  you  would  order  my 
*'•'  lodgings  to  be  paid,  madam,"  anfwered  Suvarof.  The 
rent  of  his  lodgings  was  three  rubles  a  month.— Alexander 
Vaffillievitch  Suvarof,  at  prefent  field  marlhal  and  commander 
of  the  Ruffians  in  Italy,  is  a  general  of  no  lefs  Angularity  than 
intrepidity.  He  was  as  yet  very  little  known  in  Catharine's 
firft  war  againft  the  Turks,  when,  being  once  in  an  engage- 
ment, he  darted  into  the  midft  of  the  enemy's  ranks,  fiabbed 
feveral  of  the  janiffaries,  cut  off  their  heads,  filled  a  large  lack 
with  them,  and  came  and  emptied  it  at  the  feet  of  his  gene- 
ral. This  fanguinary  warrior  never  commences  a  battle  with- 
out  firit  repeatedly  making  the  iign  of  the,  crofs. 
*  Under  the  title  of  count  Falkenftein. 
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ty,  where  a  throne  had  been  erected  r<>r  ::r  which 
coil  fourteen  thoufand  rubles  *. 

Kherfon  feemed  already  an  opulent  city :  having 
a  number  of  rich  magazines  -f-,  a  harbour  full  of 
veiTels,  and  dock-yards  well  llippiied.  A  66  gun 
nrnn  of  war  was  launched  in  the  prefence  of  the 
emprefs,  and  a  frigate  of  forty  guns.  As  her 
majefly  was  going  thro.tgh  the  feveral  parts  of  the 
town,  fhe  read  upon  a  gate,  on  the  fide  to  the 
eaft,  a  greek  inlcription  of  this  import: — "  By 

"   THIS  THE   WAY   LEADS  TO   BYZANTIUM." 

There  was  at  that  time  a  great  number  of  fo- 
reigners :  Greeks,  Tartars,  French  J,  Spaniards, 
Englifh,  Poles ;  fome  drawn  thither  by  curiofity, 
others  by  the  defire  of  paying  homage  to  the  em- 
prefs. Prince  Potemkin  prefented  to  her  Miran- 
da §,  who  had  been  prefented  to  him  by  a  foreign 

*  The  journey  to  the  Krrmea  coft  feven  millions  of  rubles. 
All  the  houil-s  where  the  emprefs  was  to  bait  were  built,  or 
at  leaft  furnifhed  for  the  occafion.  None  but  new  linen  was 
ufed  at  every  meal,  which  was  afterwards  given  to  the  people 
of  the  houfe,  or  to  fome  perfons  of  the  retinue. 

T  Mercantile  commodities  had  been  brought  on  purpofe 
from  Mofco  ana  Warfaw. 

X  Among  tne  French  were  Edward  Dillon  and  Alexander 
Lameth. 

§  Miranda,  a  fugitive  from  the  Havannah,  had  gone  to 
New  York  and  into  Canada :  from  North  America  he  went 
to  Conftantinople  and  to  Kherfon.  Being  afterwards  at  Peters- 
burg, he  was  demanded  by  Normandes  the  minifter  of  Spain. 
But  the  emprefs  refufed  to  give  him  up  5  and  when  he  quitted 
Rulfia,  fhe  recommended  him  to  her  minifters  at  foreign 
courts. 

minifler, 


{ 
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minifter,  and  who,  being  obliged  to  fly  his  native 
country,  fought  an  afylum  among  the  Ruffians, 
ahd  was  afterwards  a  general  in  the  fervice  of  the 
French.  Miranda  arrived  at  Kherfon  in  company 
of  a  frenchman  named  Leroux,  who  palled  for  a 
fecret  emiflary  of  Calonne  *. 

Among  the  women  who  had  reforted  to  the 
court  of  Catharine,  was  a  grecian  lady  already  fa- 
mous -j~,  whofe  charms  had  touched  the  heart  of 

*  What  chiefly  contributed  to  bring  Leroux  into  fufpicion 
of  being  a  fpy,  was,  that  he  was  never  in  want  of  money ; 
yet  no  one  knew  whence  he  obtained  it.  Falling  defperately 
in  love  with  the  wife  of  a  jew-merchant,  named  Markus,  he 
remained  at  Kherfon.  Madame  Markus,  however,  difcarded 
him  in  favour  of  major  Bremer,  to  whom  the  was  afterwards 
married.  One  day,  being  provoked  at  the  reproaches  of 
Leroux,  the  gave  him  a  flap  on  the  face,  which  the  infulti  d 
lover  took  fo  much  to  heart  that  he  blew  out  his  brains  with 
a  piftol. — Madame  Markus  was  the  daughter  of  a  french  mer- 
chant, named  Dauphine,  at  whofe  houfe  the  celebrated  phi- 
lanthropist Howard  terminated  his  ufeful  and  glorious  car- 
reer. 

f  She  was  called  madame  de  Witt.  From  his  partiality  for 
her,  prince  Fotemkin  gave  the  government  of  Kherfon  to  her 
hufband.  This  did  not  prevent  madame  de  Witt  from  com- 
mitting fome  infidelities  to  prince  Potemkin.  Under  pretence 
of  going  to  fee  her  mother,  who  was  a  poor  tradeswoman  at 
the  feraglio,  the  went  to  Constantinople  with  the  countefs  dr 
Mnifcheck.  Choifeul  Gouffier  gave  her  lodgings  in  the  hotel 
de  France.  After  the  death  of  Potemkin,  madame  de  Witt 
followed  the  fortune  of  Felix  Potocky :  and,  at  the  felicitation 
of  the  countefs  Potocky,  the  emprefs  caufed  her  to  be  fliut 
up  in  a  convent. 

2,  prince 
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prince  Potemkin,  and  feemed  likely  to  fnatch  him. 
away  from  the  crowd  of  beauties  who  were  con- 
tending for  his  favours. 

Long  before  her  departure  from  Peteriburg,  the 
emprefs  had  fent  major  Sergius  to  Conftantinople, 
for  the  purpofe  of  announcing  to  the  divan  her  in- 
tention of  coming  into  the  Krimea.  Although  he 
endeavoured  to  foften  the  communication  by  de- 
claring, that  fome  neceffary  internal  regulations 
were  the  only  objects  of  his  fovereign  in  this  vifit 
to  a  part  of  her  fubjects,  they  remembered  the 
late  menace  of  prince  Potemkin,  that  he  would 
march  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  feventy  thoufand 
men  to  the  frontiers,  and  that  the  emprefs  would 
attend  in  perfon  to  enforce  her  claims,  and  to 
fettle  all  differences  between  the  two  empires  ;  and 
this,  under  the  circumftances  and  impreffions 
which  we  have  mentioned,  could  not  fail  to  in- 
creafe  their  mixed  indignation  and  alarm.  The 
divan  fhewed  ftrong  fymptoms  of  unealinefs  at  it : 
they  almoft  confidered  this  journey  as  an  aggref- 
fion.  They  took  meafures  to  repel  it  :  and  while 
the  emprefs  was  at  Kherfon,  four  turkifh  fhips  of 
the  line  came  and  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Boryfthenes.  Thefe  fhips  were  neither  inclined, 
nor,  had  they  been  fo,  were  they  able  to  make 
any  fuccefsful  attempt ;  but  the  very  fight  of  them 
caufed  difturbance  to  Catharine.  She  beheld 
them  with  fcorn,  and  could  not  turn  away  her 
eyes  from  them. — "  Do  you  fee  ?"  faid  fhe  to  her 

courtiers. 
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courtiers,  <f  one  would  fuppofe  that  the  Turks  had 
no  recollection  of  Tfchefme  !" 

Jofeph  II.  received  at  Kherfon  the  rlrft  news  of 
the  rebellion  that  had  broke  out  in  Brabant.  Some 
perfons  exhorted  him  to  repair  immediately  to 
BrufTels,  and  to  act  with  great  moderation,  as  the 
beft  means  of  appearing  an  irritated  people.  That 
prince  made  no  difcovery  of  the  meafures  he  in- 
tended to  purfue,  nor  did  he  take  the  road  to  his 
dominions.  On  the  contrary,  he'icilowed  the  em- 
p-efs,  who  let  out  on  a  jotirney  to  viiit  the  inland 
pnrts  of  the  Krimea. 

The  emprefs  was  received  in  that  peniniula  by 
the  principal  myrzas,  whofe  troops  made  various 
evolutions  in  her  prefence.  All  at  once  the  car- 
riages were  furrounded  by  a  thoufand  Tartars, 
who  attended  them  as  an  efcort.  Jofeph  II.  who 
had  not  been  apprifed  of  what  was  to  happen,  ex- 
preirvjd  fome  uneafinefs ;  but  the  emprefs  pre- 
ferved  her  ufual  tranquillity.  Thefe  Tartars  had 
been  placed  there  by  prince  Potemkin.  They  had 
certainly  no  finifter  deflgn  ;  and  if  they  had,  they 
never  would  have  dared  to  put  it  in  execution  : 
being  well  aware,  that  Potemkin  had,  not  far 
from  the  place,  an  army  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  thoufand  men. 

Catharine  made  her  entry  with  great  pomp  into 
Bachtfchifarai,  and  lodged,  together  with  her 
fuite,  in  the  palace  of  the  khan.  In  the  evening 
fhe  was  entertained  with  the  fpectacle  of  a  moun- 
tain 
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tain  artificially  illuminated,  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  feem  as  if  all  on  fire.  Wherever  fhe  went, 
every  exertion  was  made  to  prefent  her  with  fome 
agreeable  object ;  and  fhe  employed  every  means 
in  gaining  the  affections  of  the  people.  She  al- 
lotted funds  for  building  two  mofques.  She  dis- 
tributed confiderable  prelents  among  the  myrzas. 
The  myrzas  teftified  the  moft  ardent  devotion 
towards  her  ;  and  fix  weeks  afterwards  they  de- 
clared in  behalf  of  the  Turks. 

On  her  way  back,  the  emprefs  was  conducted 
to  Pultava.  On  her  reaching  that  place,  two 
armies  appeared.  They  approached ;  they  en- 
gaged ;  and  gave  Catharine  an  exact  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  famous  battle  in  which  Charles  X1L 
was  completely  routed  by  Peter  the  Great. 

This  fpectacle  was  worthy  of  prince  Potemkin, 
and  of  the  two  fovereigns  to  whom  he  gave  it.. 
Catharine  on  this  occafion,  faid  to  fome  of  the 
courtiers  who  pointed  out  a  fault  committed  by  the 
Swedes :  "  Here  we  may  fee  on  what  a  fmall 
"  matter  the  fate  of  empires  depends.  Had  it  not 
"  been  for  this  fault  we  fhould  not  be  here." 

Joieph  II.  on  whom  the  very  name  of  a  warrior 
made  a  lively  impreflion,  could  not  refrain  from 
deploring  the  misfortune  of  the  fwedifh  monarch. 
He  was  neverthelefs  extremely  delighted  with  all 
that  was  done  both  by  Potemkin  and  the  emprefs ; 
and  was  fo  captivated  by  the  behaviour  of  Catha^ 
rine,  that  he  exprefTed  his  inclination  to  affift  her 

in 
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in  cauling  her  grandfon  to  be  crowned  at  Con- 
flantinople. 

The  emperor,  however,  could  not  help  reunify- 
ing his  furprife  at  the  extraordinary  complaifance 
the  e-mprefs  ihewed  to  Momonof.  The  favourite 
at  times  would' ftrangely  exhibit  his  influence ; 
and  his  vanity  feemed  to  be  flattered  in  being 
able  to  give  illuftrious  witnefTes  to  his  puerile 
triumphs  *. 

At  Mofco  Jofeph  II.  took  leave  of  the  emprefs ; 
and,  rapidly  croffing  Poland,  returned  to  his  do- 
minions, while  that  princefs  purfued  the  road  to 
Peterfburg  -f-. 

The  unfortunate  khan,  Sahim-Gueray,  was  not 
in  the  Krimea  when  the  emprefs  vilited  that  pe- 
ninfula.  After  having  diverted  him  of  his  power, 
Potemkin  retained  him  for  fome  time  with  him 
at  Kherfon;  where  that  imprudent  Tartar  wore 
the  uniform  of  general  of  the  preobajenikoi  guards, 
and  was  decorated  with  the  ribbon  of  a  ruilian 

*  It  is  the.  cuftom  in  Ruffia,  when  playing  at  whifr,  inftead 
of  markers,  to  ufe  pieces  of  chalk  in  a  little  cafe  of  filver  or 
ivory,  with  which  the  amount  of  the  game  is  fcored  in  figures 
on  the  green  cloth.  Momonof  was  every  day  of  the  emprefs's 
party :  and,  having  fome  knowledge  of  drawing,  he  iome- 
times  took  the  chalk,  and  amufed  himfolf  with  making  car- 
ricatui-es  on  the  table,  while  the  fovereign,  with  the  cards  in 
her  hand,  condefcendingly  waited  till  he  had  finimed  his 
fcrawi,  to  proceed  in  her  play. 

*  She  arrived  there  the  latter  end  of  July :  her  journey 
having  iafted  fix  months  and  four  days. 

order. 
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order.  He  was  afterwards  fent  to  Kaluga  ;  his 
penfion  was  flopped,  himfelf  left  in  the  moft  ex- 
treme deftitution  ;  and  he  was  obliged  to  abandon 
his  native  country,  to  throw  himfelf  into  the  arms 
of  the  Turks,  whom  he  might  have  regarded  as 
his  molt  mortal  enemies,  if  the  Ruffians  had  not 
been  fo. 

He  firft  retired  into  Moldavia,  where  a  capigi- 
bachi  and  the  hofpodar  long  advifed  him  in  vain 
to  repair  to  Conftantinople.  Colonel  de  Witt  *, 
then  commander  of  the  fortrefs  of  Kaminiek,  and 
obfequioufly  devoted  to  prince  Potemkin,  united 
his  follicitations  with  thofe  of  the  capigi- bachi. 
But  Sahim-Gueray  ftill  held  out.  He  doubtlef3 
forefaw  the  fatal  lot  that  awaited  him. 

In  fhort,  his  perfon  was  feized,  and  he  was 
tranfported  to  the  iile  of  Rhodes.  There  Sahim- 
Gueray  took  refuge  in  the  houfe  of  the  french 
conlul  -j-,  of  whom  the  Turks  immediately  de- 
manded his  furrender.  The  conful,  thinking  that 
they  would  not  dare  to  violate  his  afylum,  gene- 
roufly  refufed  to  give  up  the  man  who  had  put 
himfelf  under  his  protection  :  but  they  threatened 
to  fet  fire  to  his  houfe  ;  and,  feizing  the  oppor- 
tunity his  momentary  abfence  gave  them,  they 
tore  down  the  arms  of  France  from  over  the  gate, 
which  they  went  and  placed  againft  a  neighbour- 
ing  houfe,  and  Strangled  the  unfortunate  khan. 

*  The  huiband  of  madarae  de  Witt  before  mentioned, 
f  The  name  of  the  confal  was  Mille. 
VOL.  III.  M  AS 
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As  thefe  affaffins  did  not  pretend  to  have  any; 
commiffion  or  order  from  the  porte  for  the  per- 
petration of  this  deed,  and  did  not  appear  like' 
the  ufual  mrnifrers-of  jufiice,  it  feems  probable 
that  they  were  actuated  merely  by  the  rage  of 
enthufiafm,  as  thinking  him  a  neceflary  facrifice 
to  the  mifchiefs  which  he  had  brought  upon  his 
country  and  religion.  Thus  it  was  that  the  Turks 
took  vengeance  on  this  prince  for  his  defection, 
and  that  the  Ruffians  rewarded  him  for  having 
ceded  to  them  his  dominions. 

Some  time  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  em- 
prefs  for  the  Krimea,  Bakunin,  the  minifter  of 
the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  and  at  htfr.  in 
the  higheft  degree  of  favour,  received  orders  to 
travel.      Bezborodko  *    was   defirous   of  placing 

Arcadius 

*  The  minifterSj  properly  fpeaking,  arc  the  heads  of  the 
principal  departments  or  colleges,  and  efpecially  thofe  of  the 
college  of  foreign  affairs.  The  chief,  or  the  vice-chancellor, 
^the  port,  of  chancellor  being  vacant  fince  the  death  of  count 
Michael  Vorontzof)  may  be  confidered  as  prime  minifter. 
Count  Oflermann,  a  man  not  at  all  above  the  ordinary  ftamp, 
filled  this  poft,  and  his  father  had  it  before  him  :  he  who  held 
it  under  the  emprefs  Anne  was  involved  fh  the  difgrace  of 
marfhal  count  Munich,  and  did  not  bear  his  rcverfe  of  fortune 
with  fo  much  fortitude  as  the  marfhal.  The  fecond  of  the 
fame  college  was  M.  Bezborodko,  looked  upon  as  a  very  la- 
borious ftatefman  ;  and  his  rapid  rife  would  be  almoft  in- 
credible in  any  other  country.  Not  twenty  years  ago  he  was 
fecretary  to  Marfhal  Romantzof.  His  chief  talent  confifted' 
in  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his  .native  language,  which  he 

wrote 
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Alrcidfiis  Markof  at  Peterfburg.  Nothing  far- 
ther was  neceflary  for  procuring  the  hanifhment 
of  Bakunin.  But  whether  he  was  unable  to  refift 
the  chagrin  he  experienced  from  loiing  his  place, 
Or  whether  it  was  fome  other  caufe  that  accele- 
rated the  period  of  his  life,  Bakunin  had  not  an 
opportunity  to  carry  the  fecrets  of  the  govern- 
ment into  foreign  countries :  he  died  almoft 
fuddenly. 

Markof  was  then  recalled  from  Stockholm, 
and  put  in  the  place  of  Bakunin  ;  while  Andrew 
Razumofsky,  whofe  talents  and  courage  procured 
him  the  efteem  of  Catharine,  was  trans fered  from 
Denmark  to  Sweden. 


wrote  in  a  pure  ftyle  ;  a  talent  extremely  rare  among  the  Ruf- 
fians, and  which  alone  has  made  the  fortune  of  numbers.  The 
emprefs  repofed  great  confidence  in  count  Bezborodko ;  em- 
ploying Inm  to  terminate  the  negotiations  interrupted  by  the 
death  of  prince  Potemkin,  and  gave  him  the  title  of  prince. 
It  was  at  that  time  reported,  that  he  intended  fhortly  to  re- 
tire, though  mil  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  capable  of  fervice  for 
many  years  to  come.  A  confiderable  income,  a  tafte  for 
pleafure,  and  the  love  of  independence,  all  together  feemed  to 
give  room  to  think  that  he  would  willingly  fubmit  to  the  ef- 
forts of  a  powerful  cabal  directed  agairift  him,  and  retire  to 
Mo'fco,  peaceably  to  enjoy  his  opulence  :  however,  this  re- 
tirement never  took  place,  and  the  tzar  Paul  repofed  as  much 
confidence  in  him  as  his  mother  had  done  before.  Bezborodko 
died  at  Peterfburg  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1799. 


M  2  Markof, 
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Markof,  the  fon  of  a  ruffian  peafant  *,  acting 
at  fir  ft  in  capacity  of  fecretary  to  prince  Gailitzin, 
minifter  plenipotentiary  at  the  Hague,  had  ac- 
companied prince  Repnin  to  the  congrefs  of 
Tefchen,  and  was  afterwards  fent  to  Paris,  where 
he  received  orders  from  the  emprefs  to  go  into 
Sweden.  Being  active  and  artful,  he  fuited  Bez- 
borodko,  efpecially  as  there  was  a  great  iimilarity 
in  their  purfuits  of  pleafure.  Accordingly,  a 
great  intimacy  foon  fprung  up  between  them, 
which  the  latter  had  afterwards  fome  reafon  to 
repent  -f\ 

However, 

*  M.  Markof  followed  next  to  count  Bezborodko  in  the 
fame  college.  He  pafled  for  the  moft  fagacious  of  the  three  ; 
which  was  not  faying  a  great  deal.  However,  it  muft  be 
owned,  tliat  botli  his  talents  and  attainments  are  of  rather  a 
Superior  caft  5  and  he  might  have  afpired  to  the  foremoft  places 
while  the  emprefs  lived,  and  which  he  would  have  filled  as 
well  as  any  other  perfon  ;  always  fuppofing  that  he  were  to 
have  no  other  competitors  than  the  people  men  about  the 
court. 

f  He  was  removed  from  his  poft  by  the  prefent  emperor 
Paul,  foon  after  his  acceflion  to  the  throne. — The  minifterial 
functions  never  prevented  him  from  attending  to  the  promo- 
tion of  the  arts  :  while  minifter  at  Stockholm,  a  french  actrefs 
appeared  to  him  worthy  of  mining  on  the  ftage  of  Peterlburg  ; 
and  he  conceived  it  not  incompatible  with  his  dignity  to  take 
charge  of  this  modern  Melpomene.  Perhaps  it  might  have 
been  as  well  to  have  firft  obtained  the  content  of  the  managers 
of  the  theatre  at  Stockholm  :  but  having  only  in  view  the 
glory  of  his  country,  and  the  claim  he  ihould  acquire  on  its 

gratitude, 
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However,  prince  Potemkin  wifhed,  at  all  events, 
to  induce  the  Turks  to  commence  hoftilities. 
Independently  of  the  hope  of  again  difmembering 
the  ottoman  empire,  he  was  defirous  of  war  from,  a 
private  motive, — a  motive  which  rendered  it 
neceffary  to  him.  Though  in  a  manner  burthened 
with  titles,  honours,  dignities,  and  crofles  of 
knighthood,  he  ftill  wifhed  to  procure  the  grand 
ribbon  of  the  order  of  St.  George.  For  the  ob- 
taining of  this,  he  muft  have  the  command 
of  an  army,  gain  a  victory,  and  confequently 
caufe  the  death  of  a  multitude  of  foldiers.  But, 
in  the  fight  of  the  ambitious,  what  are  the  lives  of 
feveral  thoufands  of  men  in  comparifon  of  an 
ornament  that  flatters  their  pride  ! 

Bulgakof,  minifler  of  Ruffia  at  Conftantinople, 
had  been  at  Kherfon,  to  inform  the  emprefs  of 
his  fecret  operations,  and  of  the  difpofitions  of  the 
divan.     That  minifter  had  formed  correfponden- 


gradtude,  by  procuring  to  the  imperial  refiderice  of  the  ruffian 
empire  10  exchanting  a  fubject,  may  be  admitted  as  an  excufe 
for  this  piece  of  neglect.  Madame  Ilufs,  on  her  part,  reibived 
not  to  be  ungrateful  towards  the  man  to  whom  the  was  in- 
debted for  figuring  in  one  of  the  firft  theatres  in  the  world; 
the  never  quitted  him,  lodged  at  his  houfe,  and  allowed  him 
not  to  recreate  himfelf,  after  the  painful  buiinels  of  the 
nruniliry,  any  where  but  with  her.  Madame  Hufs  is  certainly 
an  incomparable  aetrefs,  by  the  corfeiiion  of  many  perfons 
who  have  frequented  the  theatres  of  London,  as  well  as  that 
of  Petersburg. 

m  3  cies 
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cies  in  iEgypt,  by  means  of  baron  Tholus,  con- 
ful-general  of  Ruffia  at  Alexandria.  Another 
conful  which  Ruffia  kept  at  Smyrna,  named 
Peter  Ferrieri,  engaged  in  all  the  intrigues  of 
which  a  prefumptuous  Italian  is  capable.  A  third 
endeavoured  to  foment  in  furred  ions  in  Moldavia. 
The  ruffian  mips  made  a  licentious  ufe  of  the 
numerous  privileges  which  had  been  granted  them 
by  the  porte  ;  and  the  court  of  Petersburg  per- 
petually gave  countenance  to  this  violation  of 
treaties. 

The  porte,  clifcontented  at  this  conduct,  and 
irritated  at  the  difcovery  of  a  correfpondence  be- 
tween Ibrahim-bey,  one  of  the  rulers  of  Cairo, 
and  the  ruffian  minifrer,  gave  orders  to  the  capu- 
dan-pafha  to  go  and  quell  the  difturbances  in 
iEgypt.  Within  a  few  days  afterwards,  the 
grand  vizir  and  the  reis  efFendi  demanded  a  con- 
ference* of  the  minifter,  at  which* they 'delivered 
to  him  a  memorial  fuccinclly  drawn  up,  to  which 
they  requested  him  to  give  an  immediate  anfwer. 
This  memorial  flated  : 

"  That  experience  having  ihewn  that  the 
eJ  ruffian  conful  in  Moldavia  was  a  rcftlefs  and 
"  turbulent  man,  who  employed  all  forts  of 
"  means  to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  two  empires, 
e<  the  grand  fignior  iniifred  that  he  {hculcl  leave 
if  his  dominions  without  delay. 

*  The.  a6iho.f  Jr.'- 

<«  That 
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ii  That  the  troubles  which  had  now  for  two 
years  been  raging  in  Georgia,  being  evidently 
the  effect  of  the  protection  which  the  emprefs 
had  granted  to  prince  Heraclius,  againft  the 
fpirit  of  the  treaties  fubilfting,  it  was  but  jufl 
that  the  ruffian  troops  fhould  quit  Teflis,  and 
i(  retire  fo  far  from  that  kingdom,  as  was  requw 
(c  fite  to  the  restoration  of  tranquillity. 

"  That  the  ruffian  veffels  which  paffed  before 
<(  Constantinople  having  always  contraband  mer- 
"  chandize  on  board,  his  fublime  highnefs  re- 
"  quired,  that  all  thefe  veffels  fhould  be  vilited 
"  without  exception. 

"  That  the  Sublime  Porte  being  affured  that 
"  prince  Alexander  Mauro-Cordato  *,  who  had 

"fled 

*  Mauro-Cordato,  the  hofpodar  of  Moldavia,  had  long 
been,  with  reafon,  fufpe&ed  of  treachery,  and  the  porte  was 
well  informed  of  his  carrying  on  a  fecret  correfpondenoe, 
through  the  medium  of  the  ruffian  conful,  wkh  both  the  im- 
perial courts  of  Vienna  and  Petersburg.  Although  this  con- 
duct had  hitherto  been  paifed  over  without  apparent. notice,  it 
was  now  thought  necelfary,  upon  the  approaching  feafon  of 
trial,  not  only  to  deprive  him  of  the  means  of  future  mifchief, 
but  to  punilh  his  part  treachery.  The  porte  did  not  act  with 
its  uiual  promptnefs  of  decifion  upon  this  occafion  ;  for  he  was 
Gripped  of  his  office,  without  fecuring  his  perfon,  two  days 
before  the  order  arrived  for  his  head.  The  wary  Greek,  well 
feeing  his  danger,  profited  of  the  neglecf,  and,  under  pre- 
tence of  an  airing,  accompanied  by  a  party  of  trufty  friends, 
finely  mounted,  and  all  perhaps  involved  in  it,  efcaped  from 
Yafly,  and  arrived  fafely  in  the  ruflian..territories.     The  porte 

m  a    '  reclain 


1 68  LIFE   OF  THE  f1/^. 

44  fled  from  YaiTy  at  the  -beginning"  of  February, 
i£  had  found  an  afylum  in  Rufiia,  it  demanded 
"  that  this  prince  fhould  be  abandoned. 

*'  That  the  Ruffians  muit  furniffi  the  inhabit- 
"  ants  of  Otchakof  with  a  greater  quantity  of  fait 
H  than  they  have  hitherto  done. 

"  That,  lafrly,  the  grand  flgnior  demanded  a 
"  power  to  appoint,-  in  the  ruffian  dominions, 
"  agents  to  protect  the  commerce  of  his  fub- 
"  jefts." 

For  anfwering  this  memorial,  Bulgakof  requefred 
time  to  confult  his  court.  This  was  readily  granted ; 
but  the  divan  foon  met  again,  and  refolved  that 
it  was  needle fs  to  wait  for  the  anlwer  from  Peters- 
burg. War  was  declared  in  Conftantinople,  and 
Bulgakof  ffu.it  up  in  the  caftle  of  feven  towers  *. 

TJie  manifefto,  which  was  upon  this  occaiion 
presented  to  the  minifters  of  the  chriftian  powers 
reffdent  at  Conftantinople,  contained  much  of  the 
matter  which  had  appeared  in  the  grand  fignior's 


reclaimed  its  filpje«  and  offending  fervant,  to  be  delivered  up 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  fubfifting  treaties,  which  had 
•fully  bound  both  parties  in  all  fuch  cafes.  But  the  Ruffians 
not  only  peremptorily  rejected  the  demand  ;  but  the  removal 
of  Cordato  from  his  office,  the  dtfiga  upon  his  life,  and  the 
application  for  his  delivery,  wt-re  ranked  with  the  many  other 
iivuries  charged  againfr  rhe  Ottomans,  and  held  out  either  as 
fufficicnt  grounds  for  a  war,  or  as  inftancesofihegreate.it 
arance.     Mauvo-Cordato  has  fiuce  vegetated  at  Kherfon. 


*  The  iSth  0/ Augr.fi. 
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appeal  to  his  own  fubjecls  and  religion  ;  excepting 
oniv  that  it  was  held  forth  in  a  bolder  and  loftier 
tone,  and  abftained  from  any  expreffions  imply, r.g 
wcaknefs  or  apprehenlion.  It  ftated  the  good 
faith,  and  the  frricl:  attention  to  the  terms  of  the 
treaty  of  Kainardgi,  which  the  grand  fultan  had 
fince  that  time  uniformly  obferved  ;  and  placed 
in  oppohtion  to  this  conduct  the  continued  viola- 
tion of  the  moft  folemn  flipulations,  whether  of 
more  antient  or  modern  date,  which  Ruffia  had 
committed  during  that  period.  In  the  enumera- 
tion of  the  various  inftances  in  which  this  violation 
had  taken  place,  their  inftigating  the  prince,  of 
Georgia  to  rebellion,  and  their  lending  troops  to 
fupport  him  agamic  his  fovereign,  were  particu- 
larly displayed  :  as  likewife,  their  depriving  the 
inhabitants  of  Otchakof  of  the  benefit  of  the  fait 
mines,  which  had  not  only  from  time  immemo- 
rial been  open  to  them,  but  which  yvere  exprefsly 
ftipulated  by  treaty  to  be  held  in  common  by  both 
nations  :  their  corrupting,  through  the  agency  of 
their  confuls,  the  voivode  of  Moldavia,  and  when 
he  fled  from  juftice,  and  was  reclaimed  by  his 
fovereign  according  to  the  ftipulations  eftablifhed 
on  both  fides  by  treaty,  their  minifler  at  the 
porte  had  the  hardinefs  peremptorily  to  anfwer, 
"  that  his  court  would  not  furrender  him  :".  her 
placing  confuls  in  various  places  where  they  were 
totally  unneceffary,  with  a  view  to  corrupt  the 
fubjedls  of  the  porte  from  their  duty  and   alle- 


giance, 


1JO  LIFE    OP    THE  [_ll%h 

giance,  exciting  diflentions  even  among  the  true1 
believers,  feducing  fome  to  enter  into  her  fervice, 
and  enticing  others  by  civil  employments  to  fettle 
in  her  dominions ;  together  with  her  conftant  in- 
terference in  the  internal  policy  of  the  empire, 
and  prefuming  to  dictate  to  the  porte  ;  infomnch, 
that  when  the  paihas,  governors,  or  judges,  have, 
by  a  faithful  difcharge  of  their  duty,  difpleafed 
her,  fhe  has  arrogantly  demanded  their  removal 
or  puniihment. 

The  complaints  on  the  fubjecl  of  commerce 
were  not  lefs  numerous.  Upon  the  whole,  the 
fum  of  injury  and  infult  of  which  the  porte  com- , 
plained,  appeared  from  this  piece  to  have  been 
great  indeed,  although  the  particulars  are  by  no 
means  flated  to  advantage. 

The  internuncio  *  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  and 
the  ambafTador  of  France  "j~,  united  their  efforts 
with  the  divan  to  obtain  the  releaie  of  Bulgakof, 
All  their  endeavours  were  fruitlefs.  The  minifter 
of  Great  Britain  had  at  that  time  more  influence 
than  they,  and  entered  warmly  into  the  refentment 
of  his  court,  which  had  beheld  with  a  jealous  eye 
the  empire  of  Ruffia  forming  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  France. 

The  Turks  began  to  make  preparations  for  wat 
with  the  greateft  alacrity.  They  ordered  eighty 
thoufand  men  to  march  to  cover  Otchakof.    Dif- 


*  Baron  von  Herbert. 
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patches  were  forwarded  to  every  part  of  the. em- 
pire to  prepare  for  war.  A  formidable  army  ad- 
vanced to  the  mores  of  the  Danube;  and  the 
grand  vizir  was  in  readinefs  to  unfurl  the  ftandard 
of  Mohammed  at  the  head  of  the  ottoman  troops. 

The  people  had  been  outrageous  with  govern- 
ment for  its  fupineneis,  in  fullering  the  emprefs 
to  profecute  her  journey  to  Kherfon ;  indeed  all 
Europe  was  furprifed  at  the  forbearance  of  the 
porte,  if  war  was  determined,  in  not  obftrucling 
that  boaited  and  infulting  progrefs,  or,  in  fact, 
yain-glorious  triumph. 

The  fultan,  in  order  to  increafe  the  opinion 
And  reverence  of  the  people  for  his  minifter,  and 
the  confidence  of  the  army  in  his  abilities,  as 
well  as  to  enable  him  to  provide  inilantly  for  any 
fudden  exigencies  that  might  occur,  and  to  con- 
duel  the  various  operations  of  the  war  with  greater 
difpatch  and  effect,  entrufted  the  grand  vizir  with 
fuch  dictatorial  powers  as  no  jealous  potentate 
would  have  ventured  in  any  hands  but  his  own. 
Thefe  were  committed  to  him  in  full  divan,  and 
authenticated  by  a  written  decree  paffed  in  all  the 
forms  of  irate  ;  after  which,  the  decree  was  pro- 
claimed, and  read  aloud  in  the  moil  public  places, 
commanding  all  the  fubjects  of  the  empire,  of 
whatever  rank  or  condition,  to  obey  the  grand 
vizir  implicitly  in  all  things,  as  they  would  the 
emperor  himfelf.  This  demonitration  of  con- 
fidence in  the  minifter  was  every  where  received 

by 
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by  the  people  with  the  ftrongeft  marks  of  appro- 
bation and  joy.  Upon  the  fame  principle,  and 
as  an  invigorating  encouragement  to  his  zeal  and 
exertion,  the  fultan  fent  that  commander  a  gold- 
hilted  fabre  highly  enriched  with  diamonds  ;  this 
magnificent  prefent  being  accompanied  by  a  fet 
of  instructions  in  his  own  hand,  for  his  govern- 
ment in  the  conduct  of  the  war.  In  this  fennTle 
well-conitructed  piece,  the  emperor  ftronglv  ex- 
horts his  minister  and  general,  constantly  to 
maintain  a  clofe  union  and  intimate  correipon- 
dence  with  the  different  pafhas  and  governors,  as 
well  as  with  the  commanders  in  actual  fervice  ; 
and  to  ufe  all  pofhble  means  for  diminifhing  the 
enormous  quantity  of  baggage,  and  the  inordi- 
nate number  of  domeStics,  which  fo  fatally  im- 
pede the  motion  of  the  troops,  and  clog  the  opera- 
tions of  the  turkifh  armies. 

The  return  of  the  capudan-pafha  from  the 
Archipelago  in  the  beginning  of  December,  dif- 
fufed  great  joy  at  Constantinople,  and  reitored 
the  fpirits  of  the  people,  which  began  to  Hag 
through  the  late  difappointments.  Nor  was  his 
arrival  a  matter  of  lefs  fatisfaction  to  the  grand 
vizir,  nor  to  the  emperor  himfelf,  who  is  faid 
literally  to  have  received  him  with  open  arms. 
The  war  had  been  declared  in  his  ab fence,  and, 
as  he  had  before  given  his  opinion  of  its  being 
premature  and  dangerous  at  the  prefent  time, 
while  the  union  fubfifted  fo  clofely  between  the 

two 
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two  chriftian  empires,  it  was  a  matter  of  apprehen- 
lion  whether  he  would  engage  heartily  in  the 
fupport  of  a  meafure  of  which  he  had  not  ap- 
proved. The  veteran,  however,  foon  put  an  end 
to  all  doubts  upon  the  fubjecT,  by  gallantly  ma- 
king, in  a  truly  martial  fpeech  to  the  emperor, 
an  unreferved  tender  of  his  utmoft  fervices  in  en- 
deavouring to  reftore  the  tarnifhed  honour  of  the 
ottoman  arms.  He  declared,  that  though  g;rown 
grey  in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  he  frill  felt 
himfelf  flrong  and  vigorous,  and  that  there  was 
nothing  upon  earth  he  wifhed  for  fo  paffionately, 
as  to  dole  his  life  with  the  glorious  act  of  driving 
the  perfidious  infidels  out  of  their  fraudulent 
ufurpations  in  the  Krimea  and  on  the  Euxine,  of 
replacing  the  ruined  nations  of  Tartars  and  other 
muflulmans  in  their  ancient  poffeffions,  and  of 
reftoring  the  khan  to  the  feat  of  his  illufhious  an- 
ceftors,  of  which,  in  contempt  of  all  laws,  hu- 
man and  divine,  he  had  been  fo  cruelly  de- 
fpoiled. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  pleafure  which  this 
fpeech  afforded,  nor  the  confidence  and  admira- 
tion of  the  man  which  it  excited  in  ',he  grand 
iignior;  as  the  firft  demonstration  of  which,  he 
immediately  appointed  him  grand  admiral  of  the 
fleet,  and  generalifiimo  of  all  the  armies  to  be  em- 
ployed on  the  Euxine. 

A  fquadron  of  iixteen  fhips  of  the  line,  eight 
frigates,  and  feveral  gallies,  entered  the  Euxine 

under 
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under  the  command  of  the  capudan-pafha  Gazi- 
HafTan. 

The  old  admiral  was  jufr.  then  returned  from 
.ZEgypt,  where  he  had  fubdued  the  rebellious 
beys  Ibrahim  and  Amurath  *,  and  collected  a 
tribute  of  more  than  twelve  millions  of  piaftres. 
But  he  was  ftill  humble  under  all  this  fuccefs. 
He  even  now  recollected  with  grief  the-  difafters 
of  Tfchefme  *f~ ;  and  previous  to  his  departure  for 
the  Krimea,  he  called  together  the  principal  of- 
ficers of  his  fleet,  and  made  them  the  following; 
fpeech  : 

li  You  know  whence  T  am  come,  and  what  I 
ec  have  atchieved.  A  new  field  of  honour  in- 
"  vites  me,  as  well  as  you,  to  devote  the  lafl  figh 
"  to  the  honour  of  our  faith,  to  the  fervice  of  the 
t(  fultan  and  the  invincible  nation,  who,  in  the 
<c  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  demand  the  lafl 
"  drop  of  our  blood.  —  It  is  in  order  to  fulfil 
"  this  facred  duty,  that  I  now  part  from  thofe 

of  my  family  that  are  dearefl  to  me.     I  have 

granted  liberty  to  all  my  flaves  of  both  fexes  ; 

I  have  paid  them  all  that  I  owed  them  ;  and  I 
*'  have  rewarded  them  according  to  their  deferts. 

I  have  bid  my  laft  adieus  to  my  wife ;  and  I 


a 


a 


*  Thefe  were  the  two  beys  who  were  routed  by  general 
Eonaparte  on  his  arrival  in-^Egypt. 

f  It  has  been  feen  before  that  at  Tfchefme.,  Gazi-HafTan 
was  only  captain  of  the  admiral's  fiiip. 
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iC  am  going  in  quell  of  battles,  in  the  firm  refo- 

6(  lutioa  either  to"  conquer  or  to  die.     If  ever  I 

t(  return,  it  will  be  by  the  fignal  favour  of 
heaven.  If  I  am  defirous  that  my  days  mould, 
be  prolonged,  it  is  only  that  they  may  be  ter- 

"  minated  with  glory.     Such  is  my  immoveable 

"  refolution. 

?*  You  who  have 'ever  been  my  faithful  com- 
panions, I  have  called  you  together  to  exhort 
you  to  follow  my  example  in  this  deciiive  con- 
juncture.   If  there  be  any  one  of  you  who  feels 

"  not  the  courage  to  be  willing;  to  die  in  the  glo- 
rious  conflict,  let  him  declare  it  freely.  He 
mall  find  favour  before  me,  and  fhall  imme- 
diately receive  his  difmiflion.  Thofe,  on  the 
other  hand,  who  fhall  be  wanting  in  courage 
to  execute  my  orders  in  battle,  muft  not  pre- 
tend to  find  and  excufe  in  contrary  winds  and 
the  diibbedience  of  their  crews  ;  for  I  fwear  by 
Mohammed  and  by  the  life  of  the  fultan,  that 

11  I  will  have  their  heads  cut  off,  and  the  heads 

<c  of  their  crews.  But  he  who  fhall  difplay 
courage,  and  perform  his  duty,  fhall  be  li- 
berally rewarded.     Let  all  thofe  who  are  willing 

<c  to  follow  me  on  thefe  conditions,  rife  up  then, 

*'  and  fwear  to  obey- me  faithfully." 

At  thefe  words  all  the  commanders  having  rifen, 

fwore  to  conquer  or  die  with  their  grand  admiral. 

*''  Yes,"  exclaimed  he,  "  I  acknowledge  you  all 

6i  as  my  brave  and  faithful  companions  !  Go,  re- 

*J  turn 
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te  turn  to  your  fhips.  Call  your  crews  upon 
*i  deck.  Communicate  to  them  my  fpeech ; 
"  receive  their  oath,  and  keep  in  readinefs  for 
iS  failing  to-morrow." 

The  Turks,  fufpecting  the  fidelity  of  the  Greeks, 
difarmed  them  all :  at  the  fame  time  publishing  a 
manifefto  to  invite  the  Tartars  to  return  to  their 
allegiance  to  the  grand  lignior.  That  people  re- 
gretted the  lofs  of  their  former  mailers,  and  de- 
tefted  their  new  ones.  In  vain  did  the  emprefs 
load  them  with  prefents ;  in  vain  had  fhe  caufed 
the  koran  to  be  printed  *,  and  mofques  to  be 
built  j  they  faw  in  her  only  the  chriftian,  and  in 
their  heart  preferred  to  her  a  muffulman  prince. 
The  myrzas  then  met  and  elected  for  their  khan 
fhah  Par-Gueray,  who  foon  beheld  under  his* 
orders  an  army  of  forty  thoufand  men. 

At  Peterfburg  the  news  of  the  war  was  received 
with  tranfports  of  joy.  It  had  long  been  forefeen 
by  the  emprefs ;  and  fhe  expected  it  with  im- 
patience. All  her  preparations  were  made.  She 
tad  already  a  great  force  in  the  Kuban  ;  and  de- 
tachments of  her  armies  were  on  their  march  to 
the  Krim.  The  whole  face  of  the  country,  from 
Kaminiek  to  Balta,  was  covered  with  her  troops. 
Prince  Potemkin,  commander  in  chief  of  all  thefe 
forces,  had  under   his   orders   Suvarof,  Repnin, 

*  The  emprefs  had  the  koran  or  kour'ann  printed  at  feterf- 
"burgj  for  the  ufc  of  the  inhabitants  of  Taurida. 

Kam.enfk.oi, 
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Kamenfko'i,  Kakofsky,  and  a  number  of  other 
generals.  Marfhal  Romantzof,  unwilling  to  be 
an  inftrument  to  the  glory  of  Potemkin,  excufed 
himfelf  on  account  of  his  great  age,  and  refufed 
the  command,  of  which  fome  remains  of  a  forced 
refpect  had  procured  him  the  offer  *.  One  of 
his  fons  went  and  joined  the  army. 

A  fleet  of  eight  fhips  of  the  line,  twelve  frigates, 
and  near  two  hundred  chebeks  or  gun-boats,  was 
equipped  in  the  Euxine  ;  and  two  ftrong  fquadrons 
under  the  command  of  Admiral  Krufe  and  admiral 
Greig,  were  in  readinefs  at  Cronftadt  to  fail  for 
the  Mediterranean. 

By  the  alliance  of  Jofeph  II.  the  emprefs  was 
fecure  of  another  powerful  fupport,  as  that  prince 
was  no  lefs  defirous  than  herfelf  of  a  war  with  the 
Turks.  Eighty  thoufand  Auftrians  were  on  their 
march  to  Moldavia  :  in  a  word,  all  feemed  to 
announce  the  approaching  overthrow  of  the  otto- 
man empire. 

Catharine,  in  the  mean  time,  diflembling  both 
her  fentiments  and  her  defigns,  publifhed  a  mani- 
fefto,  in  which  fhe  reproached  the  Turks  with  the 
infraction  of  the  treaties  which  had  been  violated 
only  by  herfelf.  It  was  long,  and  conceived  in  a 
lofty  fpirit,  fuch  as  might  feem,  in  the  eyes  of 

*  Marfhal  Romantzof  had  at  firfl  accepted  the  command 
cf  the  army  on  a  par  with  Potemkin ;  but,  dn  perceiving 
-that  he  was  to  be  in  fome  foit  fubordinate  to  his  rival,  he  re- 
queued leave  to  retire. 

vol.  in.  n  an 
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an  impartial  judge,  more  calculated  to  celebrate 
the  triumphs  and  conqueils  of  the  Taft  war,  to 
difplay  the  fallen  irate  of  the  porte,  lying  at  the 
mercy  of  her  conquering  armies,  together  with 
the  clemency  and  generofity  with  which  fhe  re- 
irored  her  numerous  conquefts  by  the  treaty  of 
Kainardgi,  than  to  juftify,  or  to  imprefs  the 
public  with  ideas  of  the  equity  of  her  conducl  and 
proceedings  during  the  peace.  The  Turks  are, 
however,  charged  with  the  blacker!  perfidy  in 
every  tranfaction.  Thefe  charges  are  fupported 
and  enforced  throughout  with  abundant  imputa- 
tions of  falfehood,  treachery,  contempt  of  the 
moft  folemn  engagements,  and  a  difregard  to  the 
lanctity  of  oaths,  which  are  all  charged  upon  the 
Ottomans,  as  if  vices  inherent  in  their  nature  : 
and,  after  a  long  enumeration  of  the  pretended 
wrongs  committed  by  the  porte,  fhe  added  : 

That,  provoked  by  fo  ofFenhve  a  conduct, 
fhe  had,  much  againit  her  will,  been  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  arms,  as  the  only  means 
iC  left  her  for  aflertine  the  rights  which  fhe  had 
"  acquired  at  the  price  of  fo  much  blood,  and 
"  to  avenge  the  dignity  of  her  crown,  injured  by 
4t  the  violence  that  had  been  ufed  towards  her 
minifter.at  Conitantinople  ;  that,  perfectly  in- 
nocent of  all  the  calamities  inevitably  engen- 
dered by  war,  fhe  had  a  right  to  rely,  not 
only  on  the  providence  of  God  and  the  affift- 
'*  ance  of  her  allies,  but  on  the  devout  afpira- 
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tions  of  the  chriftian  world,  for  the  triumph 
(e  of  a  caufe  fo  juft  as  that  which  fhe  was  forced 
"  to  maintain." 

This  manifefto  was  foon  followed  by  a  fecond, 
which  declared  : — "  That  the  port  had  had  the 
((  arrogance  to  infill:  on  a  categorical  anfwer  to 
"  its  abfurd  demands ;  and  that  the  emprefs, 
**  forced  to  repel  the  aggreffion  of  the  enemy  of 
"  the  chriftian  name,  armed  herfelf  with  confi- 
dence under  the  protection  of  that  righteous 
God  who  had  fo  long  and  fo  powerfully  pro- 
tected the  ruffian  empire." 
In  fupport  of  thefe  memorials  by  which  Catha- 
rine was  moving  heaven  and  earth  againft  the 
Ottomans,  means  were  employed  frill  mor^  adapted 
to  the  fuperftition  of  the  Ruffians ;  papers  were  dif- 
perfed  emphatically  publishing  the  prophecies  of 
the  patriarchs  Jeremiah  and  N;con  *,  predicting 
the  fpeedy  ruin  of  Conftantinople.  This  was  at 
the  fame  time  an  indirect;  manner  of  combating  the 
formidable  prophet  the  bey  or  fheik  Manfhour-f-, 
who  again  made  his  appearance,  and,  affirming 

*  Nicon,  raifed  to  the  patriarchal  dignity  in  1552,  changed 
the  ancient  liturgy  of  the  greek  church. 

%  After  the  family  of  Gueray,  defcended  from  Tfchinghis- 
khan,  that  of  Manihour  is  one  of  the  four  principal  ones  of 
the  Krimea.  The  three  others  are  thofe  of  Scherin,  of  Barm, 
and  of  Sigevout.  Such  as  are  fprung  from  either  of  thefe  four 
families  bear  the  title  of  bey,  which  fignines  prince.  Thofe 
of  the  family  of  Gueray  have  the  title  of  fultan. 

N  a  that 
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that  an  angel  had  appeared  to  him  in  the  midft  of 
a  wood,  had  been  able  to  collect  an  army,  and  to 
raife  againfr.  the  Ruffians  all  the  hordes  of  mount 
Caucafus. 

It  might  have  been  fuppofed  that  the  former 
demonfrration  of  the  inefficacy  of  his  affumed 
fupernatural  powers  and  celeirial  aids,  when  op- 
pofed  to  ruffian  arms  and  difcipline,  had  left  be- 
hind fuch  fore  remembrancers  of  the  failure  and 
impofition,  as  could  not  but  effectually  cure  the 
enthuf.afm  of  his  followers  :  but  the  fheik,  in 
whatever  other  qualities  he  might  be  deficient, 
poffeffed  a  large  natural  flock  of  courage,  and  it 
is  poffible  that  the  people  confidered  his  valour 
more  than  his  piety,  in  choofing  him  their  leader. 

However  this  might  be,  the  fheik  being  fup- 
ported  by  ibme  fmall  neighbouring  tribes  of 
Tartars,  and  by  fuch  Turks  as  were  fcattered 
amongft  them,  he  entered  the  ruffians  new  fron- 
tiers at  the  head  of  about  eight  thoufand  men, 
without  feeming,  from  any  thing  that  appears, 
to  confider,  or  to  make  much  inquiry,  what 
force  he  had  to  encounter.  It  is  however  to  be 
remembered,  that  in  regions  where  the  race  of 
man  are  fo  thinly  fcattered  as  in  the  prefent  fcene 
of  action,  the  difficulty  of  intelligence  muft  necef- 
farily  be  great:  it  is  Hkewife  to  be  obferved,  that 
although  the  boundlefs  waftes  of  thefe  flat  coun- 
tries, which  fcarcely  have  any  other  marks  of 
divifion  than  a  few  great  rivers,  renders  them  ex- 
ceedingly 
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ceedingly  favourable  to  predatory  excurfion,  yet 
the  fame  properties  expofe  the  invader  to  a  con- 
tinual danger,  againft  which  no  forefight  can  at  all 
times  provide,  that  of  being  Suddenly  furprized  by 
a  fuperior,  and  fuppofed  diftant  enemy. 

Prince  Potemkin  was  in  perfon  at  the  head  of 
the  ruffian  army,  which  he  immediately  divided 
into  four  columns,  one  of  which  led  by  himfelf, 
as  well  as  the  others,  but  all  purfuing  different 
routs,  advanced   expeditioufly  upon  the  enemy. 
If  it  were  poffible  to  draw  any  fcheme   of  defign 
from  thofe  military  details  which  were  occasionally 
publifhed  by  the  court  of  Petersburg,  or  to  reafon 
upon  them,  it  would  be  fuppofed  that  the  object 
of  this  divifion  and  march  of  the  army  was  to  en- 
clofe  the  enemy  on  all  fides,  ib  that  not  a  man  could 
efcape.     Yet  this  was  not  done,  nor,  from  what 
was  feen,  attempted,  although  the  paiTage  of  two 
or  three  rivers  feem  the  only  obftacles  which  the 
troops  had   to  encounter  on  their   march.     Re- 
binder's  column,  however,  came  fingly  in  fight 
of  the  enemy  *.     They  found  the  fheik  himfelf, 
with  about  fix  hundred  Tartars,  feparated  from 
the  reft,  and  entrenched  behind  their  waggons. 
Thefe,  upon  the  approach  of  the   Ruffians,  re- 
peated aloud  a  fhort  prayer  dictated  by  their  pro- 
phet, which,  with  the  defperate  courage  they  dis- 
played in  defence  of  their  entrenchments,  feemed 

*  The  iftofOaober. 

N  3  tO 
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to  indicate  that  the  fpirit  of  enthufiafm  was  not 
yet  extinct.  It  was,  however,  impoflible  that 
their  courage  could  be  of  any  avail ;  the  trenches 
were  carried  :  and  we  may  judge  of  the  defence, 
when,  out  of  fo  fmall  a  number,  four  hundred 
were  left  dead  upon  the  fpot. 

The  fheik  was  fo  far  from  finking  under  this 
misfortune,  that,  having  collected  all  the  troops 
within  reach  during  the  night,  he  boldly  returned 
to  the  charge  next  day,  and,  without  regard  to 
their  artillery,  had  the  hardinefs  to  attack  the 
ruffian  camp.  This  mode  was  not  likely  to  be 
fuccefsful,  with  fuch  troops  as  he  commanded, 
and  fuch  arms  as  they  pofTefTed.  They  were  ac- 
cordingly repulfed  ;  the  carabineers  of  Rotten, 
the  dragoons  of  Aftrakhan,  and  a  battalion  of 
grenadiers,  carrying  off  the  chief  honours  of  the 
clay.  It  feemed  rather  lingular  in  this  encounter, 
that  the  Tartars  ihould  have  hoped,  by  a  feigned 
flight,  to  draw  an  enemy,  fo  far  their  fuperior  in 
the  art  of  war,  into  an  ambufcade.  It  is  certainly 
a  curious,  though  by  no  means  a  pleafing  fpec- 
tacle,  to  behold  the  vigorous,  though  ineffectual 
ilruggles  of  brave  men,  againft  a  vaft  fuperiority 
of  power,  arms,  and  difcipline. 

Nor  was  the  conteft  yet  ended ;  and  it  feemed 
as  if  courage  would  rife  fuperior  to  difafler,  or 
perilh  in  the  attempt.  The  tartars  being  rein- 
forced, a  third  action  took  place,  in  which  major 
general  prince  Radifchef,  at  the  head  probably  of 

another 
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another  column,  gained  a  complete  victory. 
After  this  fuccefs,  the  fheik's  habitation,  and  all 
the  Tartar  villages  within  reach,  were  plundered, 
and  deflroyed  by  fire.  Ten  thoufand  pints  of 
butter,  and  a  large  quantity  of  barley,  were  the 
rural  fpoil  made  upon  this  occasion  :  the  cattle 
had  probably  been  driven  to  a  fafe  diftance  ;  and 
monev.  valuable  furniture,  or  merchandize,  were 
articles  not  to  be  looked  for  in  thefe  regions. 
Such  was  the  iflue  of  the  fheikManfhour's  fecond 
adventure  in  war. 

The  Lefghis  were  likewife  faid  to  have  received 
a  great  defeat  from  the  Ruffians,  about  this  time, 
fomewhere  on  the  fide  of  Georgia. 

Some  enterprizes  which  were  undertaken  by  the 
Turks  againft  the  ifland  of  Taman,  and  the  Krimea, 
were  attended  with  as  little  fuccefs  as  the  attempts 
of  the  Tartars. 

Next  to  the  defeat  or  deftru&ion  of  the  ruffian 
fleet,  no  object,  on  that  iide,  could  be  fo  intereft- 
ing  to  the  Porte  as  the  recovery  of  Kinburne.  For 
this  fortrefs  being  fituated  directly  oppofite  to 
Otchakof,  from  which  it  is  feparated  only  by  the 
mouth  of  the  Dniepr,  where,  united  with  the 
waters  of  the  Bogue,  it  falls  into  the  Euxine, 
this  vicinity  not  only  expofed  the  latter  con- 
tinually to  the  danger  of  a  fuvprile,  but  being 
likewife  a  ftation  for  the  ruffian  fleets,  as  well  as 
a  great  naval  and  military  arfenal,  it  was  at  all 

n  4  times 
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times  pregnant  with  the  means  of  war  on  both  ele- 
ments. 

Through  fome  fatality,  probably  the  want  of 
a  due  Subordination  being  eftablifhed  among  the 
commanders,  fuch  dirlentions  broke  out  in  this 
fleet,  as  ferved  totally  to  overthrow  every  defign 
of  the  expedition.  From  whatever  it  proceeded, 
nothing  could  have  been  more  unfortunate  at  the 
opening  of  a  war,  nor  more  ruinous  than  it  proved 
in  its  fubfequent  confequences.  HafTan-bey,  after 
fpending  a  few  days  fruitlessly  at  Otchakof,  re- 
turned without  making  any  attempt  upon  Kin- 
burne,  and,  fo  far  as  appeared,  without  any  en- 
deavour to  fall  in  with  the  ruffian  fleet  on  his  re- 
turn. Nothing  could  exceed  the  rage  and  cla- 
mour of  the  people,  nor  the  difappointment  and 
indignation  of  the  Porte,  upon  his  bringing  the 
news  of  his  own  misfortune  and  difgrace  to  Con- 
stantinople. The  unfortunate  vice-admiral  who 
commanded  the  expedition,  was  probably  deemed 
a  neceflary  victim  to  the  firft,  and  perhaps  an 
indilpenfable  example  of  rigour  at  the  commence- 
ment of  a  war.  Thus,  through  the  weak  and 
cruel  maxims  of  the  turkifh  policy,  was  an  ex- 
cellent officer  loft  to  the  ftate,  at  a  time  when 
his  fervices  were  likely  to  be  more  wanted  than 
at  any  former  period  oi  its  exiftence  ;  whereas, 
a  proper  inquiry  into  the  caufes  of  the  mifcar- 
riuge,  with  a  moderate  reproof,  if  any  was  due, 

to 


1 7 S 7 -]  EMPRESS    CATHARINE  II.  iS^ 

to  the  commander,  might  have  ftimulated  him  to 
the  nobleft  actions. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  brave  garrifon   of  Ot- 
chakof,  notwithftanding  their   being  deferted  by 
the  fleet  and  arnry,  were  inceffant  in  their  endea- 
vours,   and    fhewed    an   extraordinary,    but   ill- 
judged  and  mifapplied  degree  of  enterprize  and 
valour,    in   their   efforts  ^  to   recover   Kinburne  ; 
either  by  furprife,  which   could  fcarcely  be  ex- 
pected to  iucceed,  or  by    mere   force  of  hand, 
which   was  ftill  more  impracticable.     They  were 
accordingly  repulied  with  lofs  in  the  two  firft  at- 
tempts, but  the  third  proved  fatal.     The  garrifon 
of  Kinburne  had   been  confiderably  reinforced, 
when  five  thoufand  Turks,  poffibly  ignorant  of 
the  circumfrance,  having  croffed  the  river  from 
Otchakof,  made  a  fierce  attack  on   the  fortrefs 
before  day.     The  garrifon  had  been  too  lately 
alarmed  to  be  now  furprifed,  and  maintained  their 
polls  well  while  the  darknefs  continued  ;  but  as 
foon  as  day-light  appeared,  they  quitted  the  de- 
fenfive,  and  fallying  from  different  gates  nearly 
inclofed  the   enemy,   whom  they  attacked  with 
great  courage  on  at  leaft  three  fides.     A  defperate 
action   eniued,  in  which   the  Turks,  being  un- 
doubtedly difmayed  at  the  unufual  danger  and 
hopeleffnefs  of  their  fituation,  were  routed  :  after 
which    the    fight   was   changed   to   an   abfolute 
(laughter ;    for,    what  with  the  grounding    and 

other 
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other  cafualties,  in  fuch  a  hurry,  which  befel 
many  of  the  boats;  what  with  the  eager  purfuit 
of  the  enemy,  and,  above  all,  the  general  blincl- 
nefs  and  confuiion  which  terror  produced,  not 
above  a  thoufand  of  the  whole  party  are  faid  to 
have  efcaped.  A  flaughter  fo  vait,  and  fo  totally 
difproportioned  to  the  number  engaged,  feems 
indeed,  rather  difficult  of  belief ;  but  the  iituation 
and  circumftances  of  the  aiTailants  were  unufually 
perilous.  The  circumftance  of  the  two  ruffian 
generals,  Beck  and  Suvarof,  being  feverely  wound- 
ed, feems  to  indicate  that  this  action  was  not  en- 
tirely bloodlefs  to  the  victors.  Te  Deum  was  now 
fung  with  the  higheft  pomp  in  all  the  churches  at 
Peterfburg  upon  this  occafion,  and  the  public  re- 
joicings were  fuch  as  might  have  been  expected 
for  the  greateft  victory. 

The  emprefs  earneftly  follicited  the  ambaffador 

of  France  to  engage  his  court  to  join  her  for  the 

difmemberment  of  the  ottoman  empire.    In  return 

,  for  this  fervice,  fhe  offered  to  cede  to  France  the 

poffeffion  of  ./Egypt  *,  of  the  conqiieft  of  which 

ffie 

*  Great  quantities  of  fugar  of  an  exceedingly  good  grain 
are  produced  in  iEgypt ;  and  if  that  country  were  under  a 
better  government,  it  might  fupply  Europe  to  a  very  large 
amount.  In  Candia  too  and  in  Sicily  the  cane  thrives  well  j 
where  nodiing  is  wanting  but  more  induftry  in  the  inhabitants, 
and  ibme  enterprihng  people  of  capital,  for  rendering  this 

product 
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fhe  thought  herfelf  fecure  *.  But  the  ambaiTador 
was  averfe  from  trufting  to  the  fpecious  bait.  He 
knew  that  if  Turkey  was  to  be  partitioned,  J&gypt 
would  be  lefs  deiirable  to  the  French  than  the  ifle 
of  Candia.  He  knew,  that  though  it  would  be 
advantageous  for  France  to  have  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  the  Ruffians,  it  was  greatly  more  to 
her  intereft  to  prevent  the  demolition  of  the  Turks, 
with  whom  fhe  was  engaged  in  a  more  fafe,  more 


produ6t  an  article  of  vail  importance.  This  obfervation  likewife 
may  be  applied  to  a  large  extent  of  the  coaft  of  Barbary. 
iEgypt  abounds  in  coffee-trees,  and  produces  excellent  hemp 
and  flax.  .  The  French  might  willingly  abandon,  their  Weft 
India  iflands,  were  they  once  poffelfed  of  iEgvpt. 

Terra  fuis  contenta  bonis ;  non  indiga  mercis 

Aut  jovis  :  in  -folo  tanta  eft  fiducia  Nilo. 
*  The  chief  force  of  jEgypt  confifts  in  about  eight  thou- 
fand  horfe 5  for  the  janiifaries  are  by  no  means  to  be  reckoned 
as  foldiers.  iThe  Pharos  of  Alexandria,  which,  according  to 
the  regulations,  ought  to  be  garrilbned  by  five  hundred  janif- 
laries,  has  never  half  that  number,  and  not  more  than  four 
cannons  for  its  defence.  The  whole  of  the  fortifications  might 
eafily  be  beat  down  by  a  fingle  frigate;  and  the  greateft  dif- 
ficulty a  foreign  army  would  have  to  encounter  in  maintaining 
poffetfion  of  Alexandria,  would  be  the  want  of  water ;  that 
city  having  none  but  what  is  conducted  by  canals  into  their j 
refervoirs  at  the  time  of  the  overflowing  of  the  Nile ;  it  would 
therefore  be  neceffary  to  conquer  the  whole  country,  at  leaft 
as  far  as  the  banks  of  that  river.  The  revenues  of  the  beys 
are  raifed  by  a  land-tax  and  the  produce  of  the  cuftoms,  amount- 
ing together  to  near  two  millions  fterling,  of  which  but  a  fmall 
proportion  reaches  the  coffers  of  the  porte. 


lucrative, 
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lucrative,  and  more  convenient  commerce.  In 
jfhort,  he  knew  that  the  inefficient  government  of 
Conftantinople  could  never,  like  that  of  Peterf- 
burg,  threaten  to  diiarrange  the  equilibrium  of 
Europe.  Beftdes,  what  right  had  Catharine  to 
reckon  on  the  fubmiffion  of  JEgypt  ?  Her  con- 
ful  general  Thoius,  it  is  true,  maintained  feveral 
under-hand  correfpondencies  there ;  he  had  fe- 
cured  the  beys  Ibraham  and  Amurath  in  his  inte- 
reft ;  but  the  temptations  which  he  threw  out  to 
another  bey,  named  Ifmael,  were  not  attended 
with  the  fame  fuccefs.  Ifmael  caufed  'him  to  be 
arrefted,  and  fent  him  to  the  pafha  of  Cairo,  who 
detained  him  prifoner  *. 

A  circutnftance  which  happened  foon  after  the 
opening  of  the  war,  though  in  itfeif  of  little  con- 
fequence,  occafioned  great  joy  at  Conftantinople, 
from  its  being  considered  as  an  indication  of  future 
fuccefs,  and  that  fortune  had  again  begun  to  look 
favourably  upon  the  crefcent : — the  ruffian  fleet 
having,  in  the  month   of  September,  been  fcat- 

*  The  ambaffador  added  ;  that  the  French  had  it  always  in 
their  power  either  to  feize  on  JE,gypi,  or  to  make  fuch  an 
alliance  with  the  beys  as  would  open  to  them  a  communica- 
tion with  India  ;  that  the  beys  would  eagerly  embrace  any  offer 
that  promifed  to  fecure  them  a  perfect  independence  on  the 
ottoman  porte  ;  nay,  would  eveii  become  tributary  to  any  other 
frate,  who  would  maintain  them  in  their  feparate  govern- 
ments, protecting  each  of  them  againft  the  others,  and  the 
entire  country  from  the  opprellicns  and  refentmeitf  of  the 
Turks, 

tered 
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tered  and   greatly  injured  by  a  violent  tempeft  on 
the  Euxine,  and  having  no  port  on  the  aiiatic  fide 
to  afford  them  fhelter,  the  Boryfthenes,  of  fixty- 
four  guns,  being  nearly  difmafted,  and  otherwife 
in  great  diftrel's,  was  driven  by  night  into  the  ca- 
nal of  Conftantinople  ;  having  palled  fo  many  of 
the  forts  in   the  dark,   that  her  efcape,  when  flic 
difcovered    her  fituation,  would   have    been  hn- 
poilible,  had  ihe  even  been  in  better   condition 
for  making  the  attempt.     It  may  well  be  fuppofed 
that  nothing-  could  exceed  the  aftonifhment  of  the 
people,  when  day-light  difclofed  to  them  fo  novel 
a  light,  and  one  fo  well  calculated  to  excite  a  po- 
pular and  enthufiaftic  joy.     They  were,  however, 
probably  equalled  on  the  other  tide,  by  the  grief 
and  difmay  of  the  ruffian  captain  ;  who,  perceiv- 
ing   himfelf  inextricably    involved,   adopted    the 
defperate  refolution  of  blowing  up  the  fhip  in  the 
face  of  the  city  and  harbour  :   but  the  crew,  pre- 
ferring the  fmaller  evil  of  imprifonment,  inihintly 
feized  his  perfon,  and  held  him  in  durance  until 
they  were  boarded  by  the  turkifh  boats.     About 
fix  hundred  and  fifty  Ruffians  were  made  prifoners. 
The  fhip  had  been  fo  exceeding  fickly  as  to  lofe 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men  in  that  fhort  cruife. 

In  her  endeavours  to  incite  the  chriftian  princes 
to  arm  againft  the  Turks,  Catharine  furely  never 
fuppofed  that  they  would  .fecond  her  in  all  her 
ambitious  fchemes,  or  that  they  would  remain  at 
leaf!  calm  fpectators  of  her  triumphs.     She  was 

not 
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not  ignorant  that  England  was  mitigating  the 
porte  to  go  to  war,  and  was  fending  it  fupplies : 
and  that  Pruffia  would  not  patiently  fuffer  either 
the  aggrandifement  of  Ruffia  or  the  houfe  of  Auf- 
tria.  But  what  the  emprefs  did  not  forefee,  was 
the  refolution  of  Guftavus  III.  to  declare  war 
againft  her  immediately. 

1788.  Jt  was  during  the  progrefs  of  thefe  hof- 
tilities  with  the  porte,  that  Ruffia  thus  found  her- 
felf  fuddenly  involved  in  a  new  and  unexpected 
war  ;  the  poffibility  and  confequences  of  which 
were  certainly  not  taken  into  account,  in  her  ori- 
ginal calculations  of  conqueft  and  fchemes  of  ag- 
grandifement. For  though  the  world,  as  well  as 
themfelves,  had  long  known  the  diftafte  which 
prevailed  between  the  courts  of  Peteriburg  and 
Stockholm,  and  faw  that  public  jealoufies  were  by 
degrees  ripened  into  peri'onal  diflike,  and  even  an 
apparently  fixed  animo/itv  between  the  fovereigns; 
yet  nobody  imagined,  or  indeed  believed,  that, 
confidering  the  prodigious  difproportion  of  their 
power,  Sweden  could  have  ventured  upon  entering 
into  a  direct  war  with  Ruffia. 

The  king  of  Sweden  had  fpirit,  perhaps  it  may 
hereafter  be  coniidered  as  fagacity  and  wifdom, 
to  fee  things  in  a  different  point  of  view.  He 
might  have  been  taught  (if  all  more  remote  hif- 
tory  had  been  extinct)  from  the  numerous  exam- 
ples afforded  by  his  uncle,  the  hero  and  founder 
■of  the  pruffian  empire,  how  to  diftinguiih  between 

great 
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great  difficulties  and  abfolute  impoffibilities ;  he 
mio-ht  likewife  have  learnt,  from  the  fame  fchool 
of  knowledge  and  experience,  that  there  are  cer- 
tain critical  fituations,  when  it  becomes  wifdom, 
and  is  confonant  to  the  ftricteft  laws  of  calculation, 
to  commit  every  thing  to  the  hazard  of  a  fmgle 
great  exertion,  rather  than  to  wait  for  that  irre- 
trievable  ftate  of  things,  when  it  would  be  impof- 
fible  for  any  exertion  to  produce  a  fingle  favour- 
able cart. 

As  a  nation,  Sweden  had  the  greatefl  caufes  of 
refentment  againft  Ruffia  for  pari:  injury  and  lo% 
at  the  fame  time  that  fhe  had  every  thing  to  dread, 
from  her  prefent  overgrown  power  and  boundlefs 
ambition,  which  was  as  little  qualified  in  the 
wanton  difplay,  as  it  was  ungoverned  in  the  aclual 
exertion.  It  was  impoflible  to  behold  the  rich 
province  of  Livonia,  with  the  adjoining  valuable 
ones  of  Efthonia,  Ingria,  and  Carelia,  befides  a 
great  part  of  Finland,  in  the  hands  of  ftrangers 
and  enemies,  without  the  deepeft  regret ;  or  could 
a  fwedifh  patriot  behold,  without  a  degree  of  in- 
dignation equal,  to  the  regret,  his  countrymen 
pcrilhing  all  round  him  for  want  of  bread,  while 
the  rirft  of  thefe  provinces  could  moft  abundantly 
have  fupplied  their  wants  ?  Thefe  lofles  wrere 
embittered  by  the  recollection  of  particular  inju- 
ries and  extraordinary  cruelties.  The  favage  war 
carried  on  by  Peter  the  hrft  (it  may  be  faid  againft 
human  nature)  in  the  bowels  and  loweft  caverns 

of 
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of  the  earth,  for  the  deftruction  of  the  fwedim 
copper  and  iron  works,  and  rendering  the  ruin 
irretrievable,  by  breaking  down  the  mounds  that 
prevented  the  water  from  overflowing  the  mines, 
was,  fo  far  as  human  power  and  malice  could  ap- 
ply, entailing  mifery  and  want  through  all  gene- 
rations upon  a  people,  whofe  harvefts  and  means 
of  life  were  produced  in  thofe  dark  regions. 

Yet,  in  defiance  of  thefe,  feemingly  incurable, 
national  animofities,  Ruflia  had  conftantly  found 
means  to  maintain  a  ftrong  and  numerous  party  in 
Sweden,  who  were  ever  ready  to  facrifice  the  in- 
terefts  of  their  country  to  her  felfifh  and  dangerous 
views.  This  fhe  accomplifhed  by  various  means, 
by  the  common  effect  of  power,  in  dazzling  and 
fubduing  the  weak  and  the  timid  ;  by  her  money, 
which  could  not  fail  to  operate  with  great  effect 
upon  a  very  numerous,  poor,  and  factious  nobi- 
lity ;  to  this  head  may  be  referred  the  facility 
with  which  her  vaft  military  eftablifhments  ena- 
bled her  to  provide  for  all  thofe,  and  even  for 
their  relations  and  friends,  whofe  zeal  for  her  fer- 
vice  rendered  them  obnoxious  to  their  country. 
The  vicinity  of  RuiTia,  too,  with  that  overreach- 
ing affectation  of  friendihip  and  good  neighbour- 
hood, under  the  covert  of  which  me  endeavoured 
to  become  a  party  in  the  affairs  of  all  her  neigh- 
bours, together  with  the  common  ties  of  language, 
religion,  blood,  and  various  other  connections, 
fubiifting  between  the  fubjugated  fwedifh  pro- 
vinces, 
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vinces,  and  thofe  ftill  retained  by  that  crown,  af- 
forded her  continual  opportunities  of  being  mi- 
nutely acquainted  with  the  moft  fecret  affairs  of 
that  country,  of  knowing  the  exact  ftate,  views, 
and  value  of  parties,  and  of  knowing  all  thofe 
men  who  were  the  fitteft  for  the  purpofe,  and  the 
moft  liable  to  be  practifed  on,  in  order  to  make 
them  profelytes  to  her  views. 

The  great  revolution  in  the  government  of  Swe- 
den, effected  by  the  prefent  king,  tended  greatly 
to  leffen  this  finifter  influence  ;  but  the  evil  was 
too  deeply  fixed  to  be  foon  eradicated,  and  the 
bold  intriguing  difpofition  of  the  ruffian  minifters 
at  Stockholm,  who,  prefuming  too  much  on  the 
greatnefs  of  the  power  by  which  they  were  fup- 
ported,  difdained  to  fubmit  to  thofe  nice  regula- 
tions, which  the  wifdom  of  ages  and  nations  hare 
eftablifhed  as  laws  to  govern  the  conduct  of  the 
diplomatic  body  during  their  million  in  foreign 
courts.  By  this  means  a  flrong  foreign  faction, 
though  feemingly  cemented  by  conftitutional 
principles,  and  looking  only  to  domeftic  regula- 
tion and  concerns,  was  conftantly  nurfed  and  fup- 
ported  in  the  kingdom,  who,  directly  inimical 
to  the  king,  and  to  the  new  form  of  government, 
were  no  lefs  fo  in  effect,  whether  intentionally  or 
not,  to  the  real  interefts  and  fecurity  of  their 
country. 

That  fudden  and  unforefeen  revolution  in  the 
government  of  Sweden,  was  the  fource  of  all  the 

vol.  in.  o  cool- 


194  I'IPE  OF  THE  [1788. 

coolnefs,  jealoufy,  and  diflike,  which  had  fince 
taken  place  between  the  courts  of  Peterfburg  and 
Stockholm.  Nothing  could  be  more  directly 
contrary  -to  the  views  of  Raffia,  or  fubverfive  of 
the  policy  which  Hie  had  purfued  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  prefent  century,  than  that 
Sweden  fhould  ever  again  recover  her  former 
rank  among  nations,  or  any  part  of  that  weight 
and  influence  which  fhe  once  held  in  the  political 
fcale  of  Europe.  A  nominal  king  without  power 
or  'effect,  with  a  nation  constantly  rent  and  dif- 
fracted by.  jarring  factions,  any  of  which  fhe 
might  occaiionally  fupport  againit  the  others,  as 
belt  fuited  her  immediate  purpofes,  would,  in 
procefs  of  time,  afford  her  men  continual  oppor- 
tunities for  interference  and  regulation,  and  fuch 
frequent  pretences  for  fending  armies  into  the 
country  to  fupport  her  decifions,  that  all  the 
fubftantial  benefits  of  conqueft  would  thus  be  ob- 
tained, without  the  odium  and  jealoufy  ever  in- 
feparable  from  that  term.  Nor  might  it  be  entirely 
overlooked,  that  dependent  kings,  as  well  as  de- 
pendent princes,  would  be  neceffary  appendages 
to  the  Splendor,  as  well  as  gratifications  to  the 
vanity,  of  an  imperial  court. 

The  revolution  destroyed  all  fchemes  of  this 
nature,  however  fondly  entertained.  It  is  now 
well  known,  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  various 
calamities,  occasioned  by  a  long  foreign  war,  a 
dangerous  rebellion  at  home,  and  the  cruel  ra- 


vages 
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vages  of  the  peftilence,  all  of  which  about  that 
time  afflicted  Ruflla,  could  have  prevented  her 
from  taking  a  direct  and  decifive  part  in  over- 
throwing, as  .  fhe  had  not  time  to  prevent,  the 
fyftem  of  government  then  efrablifhed  by  the 
king  of  Sweden.  It  was,  however,  frill  perhaps 
expected,  that  a  young  prince  like  Guftavus,  feel- 
ing himfelf  yet  weak,  and  not  fully  allured  in  his 
new  acceffion  of  power,  would  have  gladly  ap- 
plied to  his  great,  wife,  and  powerful  neighbour, 
for  her  approbation  and  confirmation  of  it. 

Every  body^  however,  expected,  that  the  vifit 
which  the  king  not  long  after  paid  to  the  court  of 
Peterfburg,  would  have  amply  atoned  for  this  in- 
attention or  neglect,  which  might  well  be  imput- 
ed to  the  giddy  effect,  that  a  fudden  acceffion 
ef  power  is  ever  liable  to  produce  on  a  youthful 
and  inexperienced  mind.  The  king,  however, 
fuddenly  departed  from  the  court  of  Peterfburg,  it 
was  faid,  without  taking  leave,  while  the  expe- 
dition which  he  ufed  in  returning  to  his  own  do- 
minions carried  almoft  the  appearance  of  precipi- 
tation ;  and  from  that  period  the  breach  between 
the  two  courts,  inftead  of  doling,  had  been  con- 
tinually growing  wider. 

It  is  flated,  in  a  pamphlet  faid  to  have  been 
written  by  himfelf  on  theiituation  of  public  affairs, 
that  the  king  of  Sweden  had  early  endeavoured  to 
avert  the  impending  ftorm,  by  offering  his  medi- 
ation to  reconcile  the  differences  between  Ruffia 

o  2,  and 
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and  the  porte  ;  an  office  he  was  peculiarly  qua- 
lified to  fucceed  in,  from  the  long-eftabliihed 
friendlhip  fub lifting  between  Turkey  and  Sweden. 
The  contemptuous  fcorn  with  which  the  propofal 
was  received,  and  the  difdainful  manner  in  which 
it  was  rejected,  feem  to  have  been  fenfibly  felt 
by  the  royal  writer.  A  iimilar  propofal  made  by 
Great  Britain,  fupported  by  Pruffia,  was  fcarcely 
better  received.  To  this  pertinacious  adherence 
to  her  ambitious  deligns,  the  king  directly  attri- 
butes the  fubfequent  meafures,  which,  he  fays,  he 
was  under  a  neceffity  of  adopting  on  the  principle 
of  defence. 

Since   count    Oftermann    had  quitted  Stock- 
holm, his  fucceffors  *  had  faithfully  imitated  his. 
conduct.     But  no  one  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
fo  much  by  his  boldnefs  as  count  Andrew  Razu-  - 
mofsky  -J\      Jealous  of  regaining  the  favour  of  his. 

fovereign, 

*  Moufchin-Poufldn,  and  afterwards  Markof. 

f  Count  Razumofsky,  the  ruffian  minifter  at  Stockholm, 
was  deeply  initiated  in  all  the  intrigues,  deiigns,  and  political 
myilcries  of  his  court;  at  the  fame  time  that  he  derived  from. 
nature  and  habit  no  fmall  portion  of  that  haughty  and  over- 
bearing fpiritj  which  marked  her  conducl  in  all  tranfaclions 
with  her  weaker  neighbours.  He  is  charged  with  even  ex- 
ceeding his  predeceifors,  in  the  contempt  with  which  he 
trampled  upon  the  general  laws  of  nations,  with  refpe6t  to  the 
conduct  prefcribed  to  public  minifters  in  their  million  at  fo- 
reign courts ;  with  paying  no  regard  even  to  outward  appear- 
ances ;  and  with  carrying  on   his  intrigues  of  fedu&ion  and 

corruption, 
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fovereign,  that  wiley  minifter  was  perpetually 
working  to  fow  diffennons  among  the  fwedifh 
nobles,  of  whom  the  far  greater  part  were  dis- 
contented with  their  king,  and  were  but  too  much 
inclined  to  liflen  to  the  infidious  advice  of  the 
Ruffian. 

Guftavus  was  an  impatient  fpe&ator  of  thefe 
machinations ;  he  faw  with  abhorrence  the  court 
of  Ruffia  giving  honourable  reception  to  general 
Sprengporten,  who,  after  having  affifted  him 
himfelf  to  regain  the  authority  over  the  fenate  of 
Sweden,  thinking  his  recompences  far  fhort  of 
his  deferts,  had  quitted  his  country,  in  order  to 
enter  into  the  fervice  of  Ruffia,  and  was  ufing 
every  effort  to  raife  an  infurreclion  in  Swedifh 
Finland  *. 

The  king  of  Sweden  refolved  to  take  his  re- 
venge. Before  the  Turks  had  declared  war  againft 
Ruffia,  Heideftam,  his  minifter  at  Constantinople, 
had  already  received  orders  to  conclude  a  treaty 
of  alliance  with   them.     The  Turks  recollecled 


corruption,  in  forming  factions  againft  the  ftate,  openly  and 
too  fuccefsfully,  in  the  capital,  and  under  the  eye  of  the  fove- 
reign at  whofe  court  he  refided. 

*  Sprengporten  is  of  an  antient  finnifh  family.  On  leav- 
ing Sweden  he  entered  into  the  dutch  fervice,  and  fhortly 
after  into  that  of  the  Ruffians.  At  his  inftigation  the  Finns 
fent  off  a  deputation  to  St.  Petersburg,  at  the  head  of  which 
was  a  gentleman  named  Yagerhorn,  who  fooliihly  afked  for 
their  fovereign  prince  Conftantine  Pavlovitch. 

o  3  with 
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with  awe  the  victories  of  Charles  XII.  They 
thought  that  a  king  of  Sweden  might  make  a 
powerful  diverflon  in  their  favour.  They  pro- 
mifed  Guftavus  to  grant  him  confiderable  fubii- 
dies,  which  in  part  were  paid  him  on  the  fpot. 
Befides,  Pruifta  lent  him  money,  and  England 
promifed  him  the  affiftahce  of  a  fleet.  That  prince 
therefore  began  to  arm. 

Being  a  witnefs  to  the  preparations  that  were 
going  forward  at  Stockholm,  count  Andrew  Razu- 
mofsky  haughtily  afked  to  what  end  they  were 
making.  Guftavus,  with  ftill  greater  haughtinefs, 
replied,  that  he  was  not  accountable  for  his 
anions  to  any  foreign  power.  It  was  fomewhat 
extraordinary  to  fee  an  ambaflador  difputing.in 
the  capital  of  Sweden  the  prerogatives  of  the 
fwedifh  monarch,  and  pretending  to  fet  bounds 
to  his  power.  Guftavus,  juftly  exafperated  at  this 
inftance  of  prefumption,  ordered  Razumofsky  to 
depart  from  Stockholm.  But  the  Ruffian  found 
means,  under  various  pretexts,  to  defer  his  der 
parture  for  a  confiderable  time. 

Notwithftanding  this,  the  preparations  for  war 
went  on  with  the  ufual  ardour.  The  fleet  was 
equipping  at  Carlefcrona  ;  the  troops  to  be  em- 
barked were  gathering  round  the  capital ;  others 
were  on  their  march  to  Finland.  It  was  artfully 
propagated  that  it  was  neceffary  to  put  the  king- 
dom on  its  defence,  as  the  court  of  Peterfburg 
}}ad  threatened   Sweden  .  with   an   attack,  unlefs 

Guftavus 


I788.]  EMPRESS   CATHARINE  II.  15)9 

Guftavus  would  confent  to  furnifh  her  with  fuc- 
cefs  againft  the  Turks.  The  fwedifh  foldiers  burnt. 
with  deiire  to  meafure  fwords  with  a  nation  which 
their  anceftors  had  fo  frequently  vanquirhed.  In 
a  word,  they  were  embarked,  and  the  fleet  which 
had  them  on  board  arrived  in  Finland,  whither 
Guftavus  was  gone  before. 

The  troops  had  fcarcely  fet  foot  on  the  frontiers, 
than  a  fmall  detachment  of  ruffian  chafTeurs  made 
a  feint  to  diflodge  a  body  of  Swedes  who  defended 
a  bridge.  Some  fire-arms  *  were  even  difcharged 
on  both  fides,  which  Guftavus  readily  took  for  a 
fignal  of  war.  His  orders  were  already  given,  and 
his  fquadron  captured  too  ruffian  frigates  that  were 
cruifing  oft  Sveaborg,  for  the  purpofe  of  exer- 
cifing  the  marine  cadets  of  Peterfburg. 

Guftavus  refolved  to  march  againft  Frederikf- 
ham  ;  but,  as  they  had  not  yet  been  able  to  get 
the  heavy  artillery  on  fhore  from  on  board  the 
fquadron  of  Carlefcrona,  he  now  conceived  the 
defign  of  attacking  the  town  on  two  different  fides 
at  once,  and  take  it  by  aflault. 

Terror  and  amazement  took  pofTeffion  of  every 

*  By  the  fwedifh  confutation,  the  king  cannot  attack  a 
foreign  power,  without  the  confent  of  the  diet.  — The  Rui- 
fians  pretend,  that  Guftavus  III.  had  dlfguifed  the  boors  of 
i  mland  as  ruffian  foldiers,  and  confequently  caufed  his  own 
iubje6ts  to  be  killed,  in  order  to  have  a  pretence  for  entering 
the  ruffian  territory. 

o  4  bi'eaft 
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breaft  at  Petersburg.     All  the  ruffian  foldiery  had 
been   fent  off  again!!  the  Turks.     At  the   firft 
moment  of  alarm  the  emprefs  had  no  more  than 
fome  invalids  and  a  few  detachments  of  her  guards 
to  fend  to  the  relief  of  Frederikfham.     No  doubt 
was  entertained  that  Guftavus  would  get  poffeffion 
of  that  place,  and  proceed  to  lay  fiege  to  the 
reiidence.     Catharine  was  extremely  uneafy,  but 
always  preferved  the  appearance  of  perfect  tran- 
quillity.    The  french  ambaffador  juft  at  that  time 
entering  the  palace,  her  majefty  aiked  him>  what 
news  were  talked  of?  — <c  That  you  are  going  to 
i(  fet  out  for  Mofco,  madam,"  returned  he.  — 
<c  You  did  not  believe  it :"  fhe  immediately  an- 
fwered.     "  I  have  given  orders  for  a  great  num- 
<f  ber  of  poft-horfes  to  be  kept  in  readinefs  ;  but 
<c  it  is  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  foldiers  and 
'*  cannons." 

She  did  really  bring  together  the  few  troops  that 
were  difperfed  among  the  lefs  diflant  garrifons, 
and  fent  them  into  Finland  to  join  the  detach- 
ments that  were  already  there.  The  command  of 
this  incomplete  army  was  given  to  Moufchin- 
Pouikin,  an  inexperienced  general,  whofe  repu- 
tation for  military  conduct  was  not  calculated  to 
ftill  the  apprehennons  of  the  people  of  Peterf- 
burg. 

The  emprefs  fhortly  after  wrote  to  the  prince 
de   Ligne,   who,  in   converfation  had  familiarly 

given 
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given  her  the  name  of  imperturbable,  or  immovable, 
and  who  happened  to  be  then  with  Potemkin  *  : 
"  It  is  under  the  noife  of  cannon  that  make  the 
"  windows  of  my  refidence,  that  your  immovable 
•*  writes  you  this-}\" —  At  the  fame  time  fhe 
fent  to  Potemkin  the  plan  of  the  difpolitions  fhe 
had  taken  againft  the  king  of  Sweden,  and  added 
at  bottom  :   "  Have  I  done  right,  my  mafter  %  ?" 

The  grand  duke  having  earneftly  folicited  the 
content  of  his  mother  to  go  againft  the  Turks ; 
the  emprefs,  apprehenfive  left  this  refolution 
might  conceal  under  it  fome  dangerous  deilgn, 
dexteroufly  found  means  to  elude  it.  Taking  ad- 
vantage of#what  dropped  from  the  grand  duchefs, 
that,  though  in  a  ftate  of  pregnancy,  fhe  was  de- 
termined to  accompany  her  hufband,  Catharine 
wrote  to  the  prince,  that  the  defire  he  had  fhewn 
to  iignalife  himfelf  in  the  war  was  proof  fufficient 
of  his  courage  and  refolution  ;  and  that  his  obli- 
gations as  fon,  hufband,  and  father  rendered  it 
incumbent  upon  him  to  defer  his  departure  till 
the  grand  duchefs  fhould  be  brought  to  bed. 

The  grand  duke  had  made  all  his  preparations, 
and  he  was  not  diverted  from  his  purpofe  by  the 

*  It  was  on  account  of  the  coalition  between  Ruffia  and 
Auftria  that  the  prince  de  Ligne  ferved  in  the  ruffian  army  as 
an  auftrian  general. 

f  "  Cell  au  bruit  du  canon,  qui  fait  trembler  les  vitres  dc 
*'  ma  refidenee,  que  votre  imperturbable  Vous  ecrit." 

%  "  Ai-je  bien  fait,  nion  maitre  ?" 

2.  remonftrances 
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remonftrances  of  his  mother.  He  renewed  his 
intreaties  for  her  permifTion  to  fet  out,  and  his 
letter  ended  thus :  "  My  intention  of  going  to 
<f  fight  againfr.  the  Ottomans  is  publicly  known; 
6(  what  will  Europe  fay  on  feeing  that  I  do  not 
ei  carry  it  to  effect  r"  —  Catharine  only  wrote  in 
reply:  "Europe  will  fay,  that  the  grand  duke 
66  of  Ruffia  is  a  dutiful  fon." 

However,  when  the  army  of  Finland  was  raifed, 
the  emprefs  granted  leave  to  the  grand  duke  to 
repair  thither,  though  without  conferring  on  him 
any  command.  The  heir  of  the  empire,  on  find- 
ing himfelf  in  the  army  deftitute  of  all  authority 
and  furrounded  by  fpies,  did  not  chufe  to  re- 
main there  long.  He  returned  to  St.  Peterfburg 
and  fell  fick  with  vexation. 

Her  majefty  nattily  published  a  declaration,  in 
which,  complaining  of  the  behaviour  of  the  king 
of  Sweden,  and  of  the  neceffity  to  which  he  had 
reduced  her  of  arming  againft  him,  fhe  artfully 
difTembled  the  weaknefs  of  her  troops  in  Finland, 
and  faid,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  garrifons  had 
been  reinforced,  in  the  way  of  precaution,  a  long 
time  before  the  aggreffion  of  the  Swedes. 

At  the  fame  time  fhe  ordered  baron  Nolken, 
the  fwedifh  minifter,  to  quit  the  empire  without 
delay. 

Hoftilities  were  commenced  between  the  Swedes 
and  Ruffians  *,  in  Finland,  a  few  days  after  the, 

*  June  a  1  ft, 

king's 
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king's  arrival  in  that  province.  Each  fide  charged 
the  other  with  the  firft.  aggreffion,  and  it  would 
be  of  little  ufe  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the 
queftion  ;  the  hoftility  was  confidered  and  treated 
by  each  as  a  declaration  of  war.  The  Swedes 
were  generally  fuccefsful  in  the  fmall  actions  and 
fkirmifhes  that  now  took  place,  taking  feveral 
places  of  no  great  confequence,  befieging  others 
of  greater,  and  feizing  fome  ftrong  polls  and  dif- 
ficult defiles,  which  might  ferve  to  facilitate  their 
further  operations  in  a  country  which  nature  had 
rendered  in  all  reipects  fo  extremely  impracti- 
cable. 

The  fwedifh  fleet,  confirming  of  fixteen  fhips 
of  the  line,  rive  large  frigates,  and  feveral  cor- 
vettes, paraded  about  the  gulph,  and  even  ad- 
vanced to  within  fight  of  the  batteries  of  Cronftadr, 
and  feemed  to  bid  defiance  to  the  ruffian  arma- 
ment. That  armament  had  received  failing  orders 
for  the  Mediterranean  ;  but  the  appearance  of  the 
iwedim  fleet  occafioned  them  to  be  recalled. 

So  near  an  approach  of  an  enemy  could  not  but 
greatly  alarm  the  capital,  where  the  voice  of  war, 
except  in  iffuing  its  decrees  againft  remote  nation?, 
had  never  before  been  heard,  from  the  firft  Laying 
of  its  foundations  by  Peter  the  great.  Troops 
were  drawn  from  all  quarters  for  its  protection, 
and  every  pofiible  meafure  adopted  to  fecure  it 
from  the  effect  of  any  fudden  attack,  to  which, 
from  fituation,  it  was  fo  much  expofed.      The 

younger 
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younger  branches  of  the  imperial  family  were  re- 
moved to  Mofco  ;  but  the  emprefs,  with  her 
ufual  magnanimity,  waited  unappalled  to  face  the 
tempeft.  All  the  kozaks  within  reach  were  haftily 
collected  to  be  turned  loofe,  as  opportunity  ferved, 
upon  the  fwedifh  provinces ;  and  admiral  Greig 
failed  with  a  ftrong  fleet  from  Cronftadt,  to 
counteract  the  defigns  of  the  enemy  by  fea, 
on  which  fide  only  they  could  yet  menace  Peters- 
burg. 

If  Ruffia  was  flow  in  her  movements  by  land, 
fhe  was  by  no  means  flack  in  her  naval  prepara- 
tion, which  was  fo  favourite  an  object,  that  no 
labour  was  deemed  a  toil,  nor  no  expence  a  wafte 
oftreafure,  in  its  purfuit.  For,  befides  that  the 
fea  prefented  the  ottoman  weak  fide,  and  that  one 
decifive  action  on  that  element  would  more  fatally 
affect  the  fecurity  of  the  turkifh  empire  than  the 
lofs  of  half  a  dozen  battles  by  land,  ./Egypt,  and 
the  beautiful  ifiands  of  the  Archipelago,  held  out 
fuch  a  variety  of  fafcinating  objects,  and  fo  ap- 
parently eafy  of  attainment,  that  it  would  require 
no  common  degree  of  political  temperance  and 
felf-denial  to  withftand  the  temptation  of  feizing 
them.  It  need  fcarcely  be  obferved,  that  all  the 
ottoman  poffeffions  on  the  continent  of  Europe 
mutt,  after  fuch  an  event,  lie  at  the  mercy  of 
Ruffia. 

A  powerful  fleet  of  eighteen  fail  of  the  line, 
moft   of  them  heavy   fhips,  of  high  rates,  and 

great 


I788.]  EMPRESS     CATHARINE  II,  ftC>5 

great  weight  of  metal,  together  with  a  cloud  of 
frigates,  and  other  fmaller  and  lighter  veffels, 
fuited  to  the  nature  of  the  feas  and  intended  fer- 
vice,  were  accordingly  equipped,  and  deftined. 
for  the  Mediterranean.  As  the  celebrated  count 
Orlof,  who  had  acquired  fo  much  glory  in  the 
laft  war,  and  who  had  the  addition  of  Tfchef- 
minfki  to  his  title,  in  commemoration  of  the  re- 
markable deft  ruction  which  then  befel  the  turkifh. 
fleet,  in  a  port  or  bay  of  that  name,  on  the  coaft 
of  the  Leffer  Afia,  had  now  declined,  from  fome 
caufes  not  generally  known,  to  take  upon  him 
the  command  of  this  expedition,  that  important 
truft  was  committed  to  the  charge  of  admiral 
Greig,  a  Scotfman,  a  brave  and  diftinguifhed 
feaman,  who,  in  a  ftrange  country,  without  fortune 
or  interert,  had  rifen,  merely  by  his  fuperior 
merit,  from  the  humbleft  walks  of  life  to  his  pre  - 
fent  exalted  iituation. 

Another  naval  armament  was  prepared,  with 
no  lefs  indufrry,  for  the  fervice  of  the  Euxine ; 
but  Ruffia,  not  being  able  to  cope  with  her  ene- 
my there,  in  the  number  or  ftrength  of  line  of 
battle  mips  which  me  could  bring  into  action, 
intended  to  fupply  this  defect  by  the  conftruction 
of  a  numerous  flotilla,  compofed  of  frigates,  gal- 
lies,  gun-boats,  and  various  defcriptions  of  light 
veffels,  calculated  to  act  near  the  fhores,  in  a 
depth  of  water  which  would  not  admit  the  ap- 
proach of  capital  mips.  It  was,  however,  prin- 
cipally 
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cipally  Intended  for  the  fecurity  of  Kinburne,  by 
rendering  the  entrance  of  Dniepr  inacceffible  to 
the  turkifh  fleet ;  which  was  the  more  eafily  ac- 
complifhed,  as  the  navigation  is  at  all  times  dif- 
ficult, and  particularly  dangerous  to  bad  feamen, 
from  the  number  of  fhoals  with  which  the  river  is 
incumbered,  together  with  the  narrownefs  of  its 
channels  and  variety  of  the  currents.  As  thefc 
veffels  were  not,  on  this  fervice,  liable  to  be  ex- 
pofed  to  the  dangers  of  the  feas  and  ftorms,  they 
were  accordingly  fortified  with  a  tremendous  ar- 
tillery, compofed  of  heavy  battering  cannon,  and 
of  large  mortars:  and,  being  befides  excellently 
flored  with  able  feamen  and  veteran  foldiers,  they 
were  eminently  fitted  for  the  defigned  purpofe. 
"The  prince  of  Naffau,  who  had  been  heard  of  in 
the  late  war,  both  in  the  french  unfortunate  at- 
tempt on  the  ifland  of  Jerfey,  and  in  the  ftill 
more  difaftrous  attack  of  the  combined  nations  of 
France  and  Spain  on  the  fortrefs  of  Gibraltar ;  and 
whofe  uncommon  rage  for  adventure,  and  eager- 
nefs  to  fignalize  himfelf,  have  led  him  almoft  to 
every  part  of  the  world  where  any  fervice  was  to 
be  performed  or  clanger  encountered;  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  this  naval  armament 
on  the  Euxine. 

It  would  feem  as  if  the  unaccountable  fupine- 
nefs  with  which  Europe  looked  on,  as  if  totally 
unconcerned,  at  that  dangerous  precedent,  and 
atrocious  act  of  fraud,  perfidy,  and  violence,  the 

difmem- 
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difmemberment  of  their  neighbour  kingdom  of 
Poland,  had  milled  the  united  allies  of  Auftria 
and  Ruffia  in  their  prefent  fyftem  of  policy,  and 
that  they  took  it  for  granted,  that  the  fubverfion 
of  an  ancient,  and  one  of  the  greatelr.  empires  in 
the  world,  with  the  apportioning  of  its  vaft 
members  and  fpoils  to  their  mutual  aggrandize- 
ment, would  have  been  beheld  with  the  fame  in- 
difference  in  the  prefent  day,  which  had  prevailed 
on  their  firft  efTay  at  partitioning  countries  in  the 
former  memorable  inftance. 

But  things  were  now  changed,  and  the  minds 
of  men  and  of  nations  were  not  afleep  ;  or,  what 
amounts  to  the  fame  thing,  were  not  fo  entirely 
occupied  by  mean  concerns,  or  felfllh  petty  de- 
ligns,  as  to  overlook  affairs  of  the  greatefr.  mo- 
ment. That  fupinenefs,  to  which  both  great 
communities  and  the  molt  watchful,  individuals  . 
are  at  particular  periods  fubje6t,  may,  perhaps, 
with  propriety,  be  as  much  considered  as  an  epi- 
demical difeafe  of  the  mind,  as  thofe  which  rank 
under  the  fame  defcription  are  with  refpecl  to  the 
body.  Some  of  the  principal  powers  in  Europe 
had  long  fince  looked  back  with  wonder  and  re- 
gret at  their  own  inertnefs  upon  that  occalion.  ' 
The  infupportable  haughtinefs  and  arrogance  of 
one  of  the  allied  powers,  which  was  difpofed 
to  dictate  to  all  mankind  in  their  moll  fecluded 
concerns,  together  with  the  felfifh  policy  and 
known  duplicity  of  the  other,  ferved  likewife  to 
5  roufe 
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roufe  that  general  attention,  and  to  awaken  that 
jealoufy,  which  their  power  and  union  alone  mould 
have  been  fully  competent  to  excite,  without  any 
auxiliary  aid.  England  too  had  had  full  leifure 
to  ruminate  upon,  and  fufhcient  caufe  to  repro- 
bate, that  abfurd  and  blind  policy,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  which  me  had  drawn  an  uncertain  ally, 
and  an  ever  to  be  fufpected  friend,  from  the  bot- 
tom of  the  Finnifh  gulf,  to  eftablifh  a  new  naval 
empire  in  the  Mediterranean  and  Archipelago  ; 
a  meafure  which,  if  it  could  have  taken  effect, 
would  not  only  have  proved  in  the  end  ruinous  to 
England  herfelf,  but  which  would  have  involved, 
while  it  could  laft,  all  the  vafi:  furrounding  re- 
gions of  Europe,  Alia,  and  Africa,  in  continued 
broils,  troubles,  and  wars. 

The  allied  empires  accordingly  now  experienced 
a  very  general  coldnefs,  with  an  implied  or  de- 
clared difapprobation,  with  refpectto  their  claims, 
pretentions,  and  defigns,  in  almoft.  all  the  courts 
of  Europe.  The  republic  of  Genoa  was  almoft 
the  only  exception;  me,  belides  a  confiderable 
loan,  granted  the  ufe  of  her  ports  to  Ruffia, 
and  engaged  to  furnifh  the  mediterranean  fleet 
with  ftores  and  fupplies.  The  determination  of 
Venice  with  refpect  to  the  war,  and  the  refufal  of 
the  king  of  Sardinia  to  permit  recruiting  in  his 
dominions,  were  already  known.  The  new  com- 
mercial treaties  which  Ruffia  had  entered  into 
with  Naples  and  Portugal,  whatever  future  bene- 
fits 
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fits  they  might  poffibly  afford  in  feafons  of  peace, 
could  tell  but  little  with  refpecl:  to  the  war.  But 
Spain,  which  was  of  much  greater  importance 
than  both  together,  had  a  turkifh  ambaflador  then 
at  her  court,  who  was  treated  with  the  greateft 
honours*  and  was  not  only  herfelf  at  all  times 
avowedly  inimical  to  the  Ruffians  obtaining  any 
footing  whatever  in  the  Mediterranean,  but,  it 
was  now  univerfally  believed,  would  have  refilled 
the  paffage  of  their  fleet  through  the  ftreights  by 
force  of  arms  ;  and  nobody  was  ignorant  that  her 
fleets  wrere  far  fuperior,  both  in  number  and  good- 
nefs,  to  thofe  of  Ruffia. 

With  refpecl:  to  France,  fhe  made  no  fecret  of 
her  difpofition,  nor  could  any  doubt  be  enter- 
tained of  it  though  fhe  had.  An  uninterrupted 
alliance  for  between  two  and  three  centuries,  (a 
duration  of  friendlhip  fcarcely  to  be  paralleled 
between  nations  upon  any  equality  of  power,)  a 
rnofl  advantageous  commerce,  amounting  nearly 
to  a  monopoly,  through  that  period,  together 
with  many  particular  acls  of  friendfhip,  and  many 
effential  political  fervices  in  feafons  of  great  occa- 
sion, wrere,  exclufive  of  that  juft  policy  which 
had  long  induced  her  to  regard  with  a  jealous  eye 
any  augmentation  of  power  to  Ruffia,  the  ftrong 
ties  that  bound  France  to  the  porte.  It  was  then 
eafily  feen,  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  deranged 
prefent  ftate  of  her  own  affairs,  could  compel  her 
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to  be  a  ^uiefcent  fpectator  to  the  ruin  of  the  otto- 
man empire. 

As  to  the  northern  powers,  Sweden  ordered 
the  ftricteft  neutrality  to  be  obferved,  and  forbid 
her  feamen,  and  fubjec~ts  in  general,  from  enter- 
ing into  the  fervice  of  any  of  the  belligerent 
powers.  Denmark  was  filent,  and  the  part  fhe 
was  difpofed  to  take  not  yet  underftood  by  her 
neareft  neighbours ;  but,  although  fhe  was  known 
to  be  a  good  deal  in  the  hands  of  Ruffia,  yet  it 
was  not  believed  that,  under  the  influence  of  a 
wife  political  foreiight,  fhe  could  really  wifh  any 
farther  aggrandizement  of  that  overgrown  em- 
pire, whofe  coloffal  power  had  already  rendered 
the  independence  and  liberties  of  all  the  nations  of 
the  north  extremely  precarious. 

Holland,  the  open  mart  of  all' nations,  whether 
friends  or  enemies,  for  all  commodities,  lent 
fome  money  to  Ruffia ;  but  this  was  no  public 
act,  and  the  loan  dragged  on  but  heavily  even 
with  individuals.  With  regard  to  the  political 
fentiments  of  that  republic,  nobody  would  ven- 
ture to  fufpedt  her  government  of  being  at  all 
favourably  difpofed  to  thofe  fchemes  of  ambition 
and  conqueft  adopted  by  the  allied  empires. 

The  pruflian  monarch,  both  from  Situation  and 
power,  feemed  alone  capable  of  disturbing  the 
views,  and  even  of  entirely  frustrating  the  deilgns, 
of  tjie  allied  empires ;  nor  was  there  more  than 

one 
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one  fovereign  in  Europe,  to  whom  any  great  ac- 
ceffion  of  dominion  to  either  would  have  been  fo 
immediately  dangerous.  And  though  he  was  not 
perhaps  competent  fingly  to  maintain  a  conteil 
againit  their  vaft  united  force,  yet,  in  a  caufe 
which  affected  fo  many  other  interefls  as  the  pre- 
fent,  he  could  not  long  fail  of  effective  alliances. 
His  policy  was,  however,  too  deep  to  be  yet 
fathomed.  Collected  in  his  redoubtable  native 
force,  which  rendered  him  fuperior  to  apprehen- 
fion  and  circumftance,  he  coolly  furveyed  the 
gathering  tempeft,  and  waited  to  behold  it  burft, 
with  a  Heady  eye  and  undaunted  an  countenance. 
The  emperor  had  done  as  much  as  the  habitual 
ftiffnefs  and  pride  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  joined 
to  his  own  incurable  animoflty,  could  well  admit, 
in  order  to  procure  the  quiefcence  and  good 
neighbourhood  of  Pruffia  during  the  war.  But 
the  fuperior  haughtinefs  of  his  great  ally  difdaincd 
to  ftoop  to  temporizing  meafures,  or  to  concilia- 
tory expreffions.  It  feemed  as  if  fhe  rather  wifhed, 
that  Pruffia  was  considered  as  not  of  fufficient  im- 
portance to  come  within  her  estimate  of  things, 
than  that  it  fhould  be  at  all  regarded  as  interfering 
with  her  views  of  ambition,  or  as  capable  of  dis- 
turbing her  calculations  of  conquefh  and  domi- 
nion. Perhaps  it  was  thought  that  all  the  fpirit 
and  wifdom  of  that  kingdom  had  fled  with  the 
immortal  Frederic. 

p  2  Such 


ail  LIFE    OF    THE  [17^. 

Such  was  the  afpect  of  public  affairs,  and  fo 
little  favour  did  the  countenance  of  moft  of  the 
european  powers  exprefs  to  that  war,  which  its 
partizans  warmly  hoped,  and  many  others  ex- 
pected, would  have  terminated  in  the  final  fub- 
verfion  of  the  ottoman  empire. 

The  difpofition  of  the  firft  maritime  power  in 
the  world  was  ftill  unknown  ;  and  upon  that  much 
depended.     We  have  feen  that  the  expedition  to 
the  Mediterranean  was   a  moft  favourife  object 
with  Ruffia  ;  but  it  was  not   its  being  merely  a 
favourite  that  rendered  it  of  importance  ;  it  was 
considered  as  the  moft  effective,  if  not  the  moft 
potent   arm  of  the  war,  without  whofe   aid   no 
other  exertion   could  be  deemed  abfolutely  deci- 
five.     Yet  it  was  fcarcely  poffible  that  this  expe- 
dition could  fucceed,  in  al moft  any  degree,  with- 
out the  concurrence,  favour,  and  even  affiftancc 
of  England.     With  an  equal  di (regard  of  future 
confequences,  and    contempt   of  former  favours 
and  fervices,  Ruffia  had,  for  feveral  years,  heaped 
difobligation    upon    difobligation,    in    her  tranf- 
actions  with  Great  Britain  ;  and  even  now,  when 
fo   much  was   immediately  at  ftake,  ihe  ftill. re- 
fufed  to  renew  the  commercial  treaties  which  had 
fo  lone:  fublifted  between  the  two  nations  ;  at  the 
fame  time  that  fhe  was  running  about  all  Europe 
to  form  commercial  engagements  with  ftates,  who 
from  nature,  iituation,  and  circumftances,  were 
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Incapable  of  receiving  or  communicating  any 
benefit  from  the  connection  ;  and  that  the  englifh 
merchants,  without  the  fecurity  of  a  treaty,  were 
itill  the  great  fupporters  of  the  manufactures  and 
commerce  of  that  empire.  Yet  llie  expected  that 
England  would  again  become  the  dupe  to  her 
ambition. 

In  this  confidence,  pilot-boats  were  engaged  in 
England,  to  wait  in  proper  {rations  for  the  arrival 
of  the  ruffian  fleet ;  to  guide  them  into  thofe 
ports  which,  being  the  ftation  of  the  royal  naval 
arfenals,  could  the  more  expeditioufly  fupply 
them  with  all  manner  of  ftores  and  provifions, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  moft  effectually  facilitate 
their  equipment  for  the  mediterranean  fervice. 
Thefe  objects  being  attained,  the  pilots  were  to 
conduct  them  through  the  channel,  and  then  to 
be  replaced  by  a  new  fet,  equally  verfed  in  the 
navigation  of  the  more  diftant  feas  which  they 
were  to  encounter. 

In  the  mean  time,  fome  merchants  in  London, 
as  agents  to  the  court  of  Petersburg,  had  agreed 
for  the  hire  of  eighteen  large  fhips,  of  four  hun- 
dred tons,  or  upwards,  to  ferve  as  tenders  to  the 
ruffian  fleet,  in  the  conveyance  of  provifions, 
ftores,  arms,  artillery,  and  ammunition.  In  this 
promiling  train  feemed  the  ftate  of  preparation  for 
the  expedition,  when  a  proclamation  in  the  Lon- 
don  Gazette,    prohibiting   Britifh  feamen   from 
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entering  into  any  foreign  fervice,  threw  a  fatal 
damp  upon  the  defign.  This  was  attended  with  a 
notice  to  the  contractors  for  the  tenders,  that  the 
engagement  for  fupplying  them  muft  be  re- 
nounced ;  that  the  fhips  would  not  be  permitted 
to  proceed  ;  and  that  government  was  determined 
to  maintain  the  ftricleft  neutrality  during  the  war, 
with  refpect  to  all  the  hoftile  powers,  and  con- 
fequently  fhould  afford  no  aid  whatever  to  any 
of  them.  In  the  hope  of  remedying  in  fome 
degree  this  grievous  difappointment,  or  at  leaft  of 
putting  the  better  countenance  upon  the  bulinefs, 
and  affecting  not  to  regard  it,  Ruffia  applied 
directly  to  the  republic  of  Holland  for  the  hire  of 

- 

a  number  of  large  tranfports  to  anfwer  the  fame 
purpofe ;  but  here  the  difappointment  was  re- 
newed, that  government  not  only  abfolutely  re- 
fufing  a  compliance  with  the  requeft,  but  declaring 
its  fixed  determination  to  obferve  the  ftricteft 
neutrality  through  the  courfe  of  the  war.  As  this 
rejection  was  attributed  folely  to  the  influence  of 
Great  Britain  at  the  Hague,  fo  it  was  added  to  the 
black  catalogue  of  her  political  lins,  and  ftored 
up  for  future  remembrance. 

Though  nothing  could  exceed  the  vexation 
which  this  difappointment  occafioned,  nor  ferve 
more  effectually  to  exafperate  the  court  of  Peterf- 
burg,  yet  it  happened,  iingularly  enough,  that 
few  things  could  have  been  of  more  effential  fer- 
vice to  her  than  the  failure.     For,  had  that  fleet 
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proceeded  on  its  intended  courfe  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean early  in  the  fummer,  (as  was  intended,  and 
the  fervice  required,)  the  remaining  part  of  her 
marine  force,  her  great  naval  and  military  arfenals, 
her  ports,  her  golden  acquifition,  the  province 
of  Livonia,  and  her  capital  itfelf,  would  have 
been  all  expofed  to  great  riik  and  apparent  dan- 
ger, in  confequence  of  the  rupture  which  foon 
after  took  place  between  her  and  her  jealous  and 
exafperated  neighbour  the  king  of  Sweden.  Thus, 
it  not  feldom  happens,  that  the  favoured  children 
of  fortune  are  greatly  ferved  by  her  in  fpite  of 
themfelves,  by  her  overruling  and  counteracting 
thofe  ill-laid  defigns,  to  which  the  blindnefs  of 
their  paffions  and  violence  of  their  defires  have 
given  birth. 

The  admiral  received  a  command  to  make 
ready  for  fea ;  but  an  incident  of  a  lingular  nature 
prevented  his  compliance. 

It  is  well  known  that  there  is  a  want  of  native 
officers  of  fufficient  ability  and  experience  to 
conduct  the  operations  of  the  ruffian  navy  with 
judgment  and  effect.  It  was  not  perhaps  in  the 
nature  of  things  that  this  deficiency  could  be 
fully  fupplied  by  foreigners  :  it  was  however  the 
only  relource  ;  and  the  conclufion  of  the  american 
war  afforded  a  confiderable  fupply  of  young  eng- 
lifh  officers,  whofe  minds  were  too  alert  to  live 
out  of  action  if  it  could  any  where  he  found'. 
Few,  if  any,  of  thefe  had  rifen  to  any  higher  rank 
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in  their  own  fervice  than  that  of  lieutenant,  fo  that 
the  command  of  lingle  fhips  feemed  the  higheft 
advancement  to  which  they  could  yet  be  com- 
petent. They  were  however  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance to  Ruffia  in  the  prefent  irate  of  things  ; 
and  Great  Britain,  notwithstanding  the  jealoufies 
fubfifting  between  the  two  courts,  refrained  front 
proceeding  to  the  extremity  of  recalling  them 
home. 

This  known  fcarcity  of  commanders  could  not 
fail  to  attract  the  attention  of  foreign  adventurers, 
who  had  acquired  any  experience  and  reputation 
in  maritime  affairs.  Of  this  number  was  the  eng- 
lifh  pirate  and  renegado  Paul  Jones,  who  had 
rendered  himfelf  fo  notorious  in  the  american  war, 
by  the  mifchiefs  which  he  did  to  the  trade  of  his 
country,  and  whofe  defperate  courage,  which 
only  ferved  to  render  his  atrocioufnefs  confpicu- 
ous,  would,  in  a  good  caufe,  have  entitled  him 
to  honour. 

This  man  could  not  but  experience  the  common 
fate  incident  to  his  character ;  and,  finding  that 
he  did  not  meet  the  consideration  which  he  ex- 
pected in  America,  he  made  a  tender  of  his  fer- 
vices  to  the  court  of  Peteribura; ;  where  he  was 
gladly  received,  and  immediately  appointed  to  a 
high  command  in  the  grand  fleet  which  was  under 
equipment  at  Cronftadt.  The  britiih  officers,  full 
of  thole  national  and  profeflional  ideas  of  honour 
which  they  had  imbibed  in  their  own  country  and 
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fervice,  confidered  this  appointment  as  the  higheft 
affront  that  could  be  offered  to  them,  and  a  fub- 
miffion  to  it  an  act  of  fuch  degradation,  that  no 
time  or  circumftance  could  wipe  away  the  dis- 
honour. They  accordingly  went  in  a  body,  to 
the  amount  of  near  thirty,  without  a  fingle  dif- 
fentient  lagging  behind,  or  hefitating  on  the  ac- 
count of  inconvenience  or  perfonal  diftrefs,  to  lay 
down  their  commiffions ;  declaring  at  the  fame 
time,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  ferve 
under,  or  to  act  in  any  manner  or  capacity  what- 
ever, with  a  pirate  or  a  renegade. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more  vexatious  or 
more  embarraffing  to  the  court  of  Peterfburg,  at 
the  prefent  critical  period,  than  this  fpirited  con- 
duct of  the  officers.  Punctilios  of  honour,  ope- 
rating in  the  face  of  command,  was  a  thing  un- 
heard of  in  that  fervice.  No  Ruffian,  under  the 
firffc  rank  or  order,  would  dare  to  infinuate  fuch  an 
idea.  As  it  was,  it  could  not  be  confidered  as  lefs 
than  a  direct  infult  to  the  court,  and  any  fubmiffion 
to  it  as  a  grievous  derogation  from  its  dignity.  It 
would  befides  eftablim  a  precedent  which  might 
be  troublefome  or  dangerous  with  refpect  to  her 
own  fubjects.  It  was  well  for  the  officers  that  they 
were  not  the  members  of  a  fmall  ftate,  and  that 
this  did  not  happen  in  a  feafon  of  peace,  when 
their  fervices  might  be  difpenfed  with.  The 
neceffity  of  the  time  however  prevailed.  The  ap- 
pointment of  Paul  Jones  to  a  command  in  the 
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Cronftadt  fleet  was  recalled ;  and  that  adventurer 
(whofe  character  of  an  impetuous  courage  had 
made  an  impreflion  on  the  court  far  beyond  its 
real  value)  was  ordered  to  the  armament  in  the 
Euxine  as  fecond  to  the  prince  of  NafTau.  In  the 
mean  time,  a  report  was  railed  of  a  fcandalous 
adventure  with  a  girl  which  making  a  noife  in  the 
town,  occaiioned  him  to  think  it  advifableto  quit 
the  country  entirely  *. 

The  capudan-pafha  having  taken  the  command 
of  the  turkifh  force  in  the  Euxine,  appeared  with 
a  numerous  fleet  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dniepr, 
where  the  fervice  grew  warm  between  him  and  the 
prince  of  NafTau,  who,  with  his  flotilla  of  gallies 
and  light  veflels,  oppofed,  with  great  fuccefs,  the 
attempts  of  the  enemy  to  become  mailers  of  that 
river. 

Two,  if  not  three,  defperate  and  bloody  en- 
gagements took  place  between  the  hoftile  arma- 
ments, in  that  broad  lake  which  is  formed  by 
the  Dniepr  and  the  Bogue,  before  their  junction 
with  the  Euxine,  and  which  is  itfelf  lb  considera- 
ble a  piece  of  water,  as  to  be  diftinguifhed  by  the 

*  Paul  Jones  afterwards  went  to  Paris,  where  he  died  in  July 
j  792,  and  was  attended  to  his  grave  by  a  deputation  of  the 
national  convention.  —  He  was  brave  at  fea,  though  not  by 
land,  having  refuted  to  accept  a  challenge  more  than  once,  and 
was  handibmely  caned  upon  the  exchange  at  Philadelphia. 
Befides,  he  was  extremely  ignorant,  and  unqualified  to  have 
the  command  of  more  than  one  fhip. 

name 
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name  of  the  Liman  fea.  In  all  thefe  the  Ruffians 
were  fo  highly  fuccefsful,  as  to  afford  occafion  for 
linging  Te  Deum  twice,  if  not  oftener,  both  at 
Petedburg  and  in  the  army  of  prince  Potemkin. 
The  Turks  difplayed  as  defperate  a  valour,  in 
thefe  amphibious  engagements  (which  could 
fcarcely  be  confidered  as  naval)  as  their  brethren 
had  done  by  land,  on  the  borders  of  the  Danube  ; 
but,  through  that  fatal  indolence  which  has  fo 
long  marked  the  conduct  of  that  government, 
they  were  totally  ignorant  of  the  navigation  of  a 
river,  which  had  for  fo  many  ages  been  in  their 
poffeffion.  The  Ruffians  were  likewife  fuperior 
to  them  in  point  of  feamanfhip  ;  flill  more  in  the 
conftruclion  and  fitnefs  of  their  veffels  for  the  fer- 
vice  ;  and  above  all  in  the  management  of  their 
powerful  artillery. 

The  ruffian  fquadron  commanded  by  admiral 
Greig  now  put  to  fea,  and  the  hoftile  fleets  came 
in  fight,  or  rather  approached  each  other,  in  a 
fog,  off  the  ifland  of  Hohgland.  The  action 
did  not  commence  till  five  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, and  in  two  hours  fo  many  fhips  were  dif- 
abled  on  both  fides,  ■  that  they  were  mutually 
obliged  to  lay  by  and  refit,  in  order  to  prepare 
for  a  renewal.  No  fcene  was  ever  lefs  calculated 
for  the  action  and  evolutions  of  two  fuch  numer- 
ous fleets,  compofed  of  great  and  heavy  fhips  5  a 
narrow  fea,  every  where  ftudded  with  innumerable 
iflands,  rocks,  and  fhoals,  intermixed  with  de- 
2,  ceitful 
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ceitful  channels,  and  rendered  more  dangerous  by  " 
violent,  irregular,  and  jarring  currents :  nor  were 
the  climate  and  face  of  the  heavens  more  favour- 
able :  overcaft  fkies,  a  frequently  foggy,  and 
generally  hazy  air,  with  fudden  tempeftuous  fqualls 
and  unexpected  dead  calms,  were  among  the  in- 
commodities  which  feemed  to  ftt  feamanfhip  and 
naval  ikill  at  defiance.  Indeed  fuch  an  exhibition, 
in  fuch  a  fituaiion,  feemed  fcarcely  lefs  than  an 
outrage  upon  nature.  At  eight  o'clock  the  battle 
was  renewed  with  apparently  a  frefh  acceffion  of 
rage  on  both  iides.  Nothing  could  exceed  the 
dreadful  violence  of  the  action,  or  the  fury  and 
determined  obftinacy  with  which  it  was  main- 
tained. The  darknefs  was  fo  ereat,  that  the 
knowledge  of  each  fhip  was  in  a  great  meafure 
confined  to  her  own  fphere  of  action  ;  fo  that, 
ignorant  and  heedlefs  of  what  was  paffing  elfe- 
where,  fh'e  fought  as  if  all  depended  upon  her- 
felf  individually,  and  as  if  victory  or  deftruction 
were  the  only  alternatives.  The  victory,  as  is 
ufually  the  cafe  in  actions  not  apparently  and  ab- 
folutely  decifive,  was  claimed  by  both  fleets,  as  a 
flag-fhip  had  been  taken  on  either  fide.  Admiral 
Greig,  from  the  acceffion  of  frefh  fliips  and  the 
rearnefs'of  the  great  naval  magazines  and  arfenals, 
was  enabled,  in  lefs  time  than  feemed  credible,  to 
put  again  to  fea  with  greater  force  than  before. 
He  came  fuddenly  upon  the  Swedes  in  the  road  of 
Sveaborg  in  Finland,  where  they  were  as  inappre- 

he  (five; 
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heniive  of  attack,  as  they  were  from  lituation  and 
circumfrance  incapable  of  defence.  He  attacked 
them  furioufly  in  this  moment  of  conffernation. 
and  furprize,  and  during  the  diforder  occasioned 
by  their  endeavours  to  get  within  the  protection 
of  the  forts.  The  Guftavus  Adolphus,  of  fixty 
guns,  feemed  a  lacrifice  deftined  to  the  fecurity 
of  the  reft ;  lhe  was  taken  and  burnt  by  the 
Ruffians  *, 

From  this  time  to  the  end  of  the  campaign  the 
Swedes  continued  fhut  up  in  the  harbour  of 
Sveaborg,  being  precluded  even  from  the  means 
of  refitting,  while  the  ruffian  fleet  rode  the  tri- 
umphant miftrefs  of  all  the  feas  within  the  Sound; 
nor  was  it  long  before  a  numerous  flotilla  of  fmall 
veffels,  laden  with  provifions  for  the  army  in 
.-Finland,  as  well  as  for  the  fleet,  through  the 
fatal  lack  of  protection,  became  a  prey  to  the 
enemy. 

The  joy  which  this  fudden  turn  of  affairs  oc- 
cafioned  at  Peterfburg  may  be  eftimated  from  the 
panic   which   had   fo    lately,  for  the    firft  time, 

■  It  is  nut  to  be  diffembled,  that  fevcral  of  the  fwedifli 
ffiips  did  not  do  their  duty  :  but  their  commanders  were  nor 
puniihed  like  the  ruffian  officers  who  betrayed  a  want  of 
courage.  Admiral  6reig  caufed  lhe  captains  Kutufof,  Wal- 
deren,  and  Baranof,  to  be  put  in  irons  and  brought  to  Cron- 
ftradt ;  the  two  former  were  condemned  by  a  council  of  war 
tofuffer  death,  and  the  third  to  ferve  as  a  common  failor  for 
the  remainder  of  his  lift.  The  emprefs  granted  them  all  a 
pardon,  and  IVterokin  employed  them  in  the  fleet  of  the 
Euxlne. 

feized 
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feized  the  reildence  ;  and  the  importance  that  was 
fet  upon  the  fervice  at  court,  was  fully  fhewn  by 
the  favour  which  the  emprefs  conferred  upon  ad- 
miral Greig.  A  letter  written  to  him  with  her 
own  hand,  was  filled  with  praife  and  acknowledg- 
ment ;  and  this  honour  was  fucceeded  or  accom- 
panied by  the  fubftantial  benefits  of  a  confiderable 
fum  of  money,  and  of  a  good  eftate  in  Livonia. 
This  commander,  who  was  Angularly  fortunate  in. 
his  life,  feems  to  have  been  no  lefs  fo  in  its  period, 
which  took  place  before  the  clofe  of  the  year, 
when  he  was  loaded  with  all  the  honour  and  fa- 
vour which  he  feemed  well  capable  of  receiving. 
The  diftin&ion  and  honour  paid  to  him  did  not 
end  with  his  life.  His  funeral  was,  by  the  ex- 
prefs  orders  of  the  emprefs,  celebrated  with  the 
greater!  pomp,  being  decorated  and  adorned  by 
all  thofe  appropriate  naval  and  military  honours, 
which  the  martial  nations  of  Europe  have  afrlgned 
as  the  laffc  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  brave. 

Guflavus  now  offered  propoials  to  the  emprefs 
for  an  accommodation,  on  conditions  purpofely 
calculated  to  wound  the  pride  of  that  princefs.  He 
required  that  count  Razumofsky  fhould  be  exern- 
plarily  puniihed  for  the  intrigues  and  machina- 
tions of  which  he  had  been  guilty  at  Stockholm  ; 
that  the  part  of  Finland  and  of  Karelia  that  had 
been  ceded  to  Ruffia  by  the  treaties  of  Neuftadt 
and  Abo,  fhould  be  rerlored  to  Sweden  ;  that  the 
court  of  Peteriburg  iliould  make  peace  with  the 

porte, 
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porte,  .under  the  mediation  of  Sweden,  who  would 
propofe  to  re-eflabliih  the  independence  of  the 
Krimea,  in  conformity  with  the  treaty  of  Kainard- 
gi ;  and,  in  cafe  of  a  refufal,  mould  fix  the 
boundaries  fuch  as  they  were  in  1768.  He  farther 
required,  that  Ruffia  mould  immediately  difarm, 
and  confent  that  Sweden  Ihould  remain  armed 
until  after  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty. — "  What 
"  language  !"  exclaimed  Catharine.  "  If  the 
?*  king  of  Sweden  were  already  atMofco,  I  mould 
"  even  then  fhew  him  what  a  woman  like  me  is 
<e  able  to  do,  Handing  on  the  ruins  of  a  mighty 
u  empire." 

Inflead  of  making  any  reply  to  the  propofals  of 
Guftavus,  her  majefty  recalled  general  Mikhelfon, 
who  was  fighting  againft  the  Turks ;  conferred  on 
him  the  command  of  her  army  in  Finland,  and 
reinforced  that  army  with  twenty  thoufand  men. 

The  firfl  efforts  of  Mikhelfon  were  not  attended 
with  fuccefs. .  He  attempted  to  diflodge  a  body 
of  Swedes,  advantageoufly  polled  in  the  Savolax, 
thinking  that  it  was  his  bufinefs  to  attack  them 
in  front,  while  the  deferter  Sprengporten  advifed 
him  to  turn  them.  Mikhelfon  hearing  with  dif- 
ficulty what  Sprengporten  laid,  flernly  anfwered  : 
"  What !  are  you  afraid  ?"  to  which  Sprengporten, 
retaining  the  moll  perfect  compofure,  only  replied 
by  faying  :  "  Let  us  march  on  *.** 

The 

*  Sprengporten  is,  however,  a  very  violent  man,  having, 
it  is  faid,  once  drawn  his  fword  againft  king  Frederic  Adol- 

phusr, 


The  Swedes  fuffered  the  Ruffians  to  come  upr, 
and  when  they  were  within  teach  of  their  artillery, 
fired  at  them  a  volley  of  old  iron,  by  which  iive 
hundred  of  them  were  killed.  The  reft  retreated 
in  diforder.  Mikhelfon,  difcovering  kis  miftake, 
availed  himfelf  of  Sprengporten's  counfel,  and  got 
poffeffion  of  the  fwedifh  poll. 

Sprengporten,  being  dangerouily  wounded  in 
the  ftrft  onfet,  was  rendered  lame  for  the  reft  of 
his  life.  But  the  lot  of  a  traitor  is  no  object  of 
concern.  What  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  is  the 
fpirited  behaviour  of  his  fon,  who,  uniting  filial 
affection  with  the  no  lefs  facred  love  of  his  coun- 
try, followed  his  father  to  the  wars,  but  never 
would  draw  his  fword  againft  Sweden  *. 

But  the  emprefs  reckoned  on  the  defection  of 
the  officers  of  Guftavus ;  and  it  was  foon  found 
that  the  was  not  miftaken. 

The  king  of  Sweden's  manifefto,  which  was 
publifhed-j~  ffiortly  after  his  arrival  in  Finland, 
but  fome  time  later  than  the  ruffian,  was  fraught 


phus,  father  of  Guftavus  III.  Difcontented  with  Ruflia,  for 
better  reafons  than  he  had  been  with  Sweden.,  he  retired  into 
Germany,  and  lived  a  good  while  at  Tceplitz.  Since  the 
death  of  Catharine  he  has  returned  to  Ruflia. 

*  When  his  father  was  difabled  from  ferving  any  longer, 
the  young  Sprengporten  went  to  the  army  of  prince  Potem- 
kin,  and  was  wounded  at  the  affault  of  Ifmail. 

f  The  2i ft  of  July. 

with 
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with  much  fevere  charge  againft  the  conduct  and 
views  of  the  court  of  Petersburg,  for  a  feries  of 
paft  years ;  and  the  effect  heightened,  where  the 
charge  is  deficient,  by  the  bitternefs  of  implica- 
tion, which  leaves  more  to  be  conceived  than  di- 
rectly meets  the  eye.  But  the  fcolding  of  fove- 
reigns  affords  no  more  pleafure  or  edification  than 
that  of  common  people ;  and  moll  of  the  real 
caufes  of  complaint  we  have  already  gone  over. 
The  deligns  and  attempts  of  Ruffia  upon  the  pro- 
vince of  Finland,  which  are  here  delineated,  being 
new  ground,  yet  untouched  upon,  we  iTiall  now 
lay  open.  That  power  is  charged  with'  having, 
almoft  continually,  ever  lince  the  concluiion  of 
the  peace  at  Abo,  endeavoured  to  debauch  the 
Finlanders  from  their  connection  with  Sweden, 
under  the  fpecious  pretence  of  rendering  that  great 
duchy  independent,  under  which  it  would  have 
experienced  the  fate  which  Courland  already  had 
done,  of  becoming  a  feudatory  province  to  Ruffia. 
The  failure  of  thefe  projects,  which  is  attributed 
only  to  the  integrity  and  attachment  of  the  people, 
feemed  to  damp  the  defign  for  a  time  :  but  the 
.defection  of  an  officer  of  high  rank,  whom  fhe 
found  means  to  draw  into  her  fervice,  and  who 
had  been  long  entrufted  by  the  king  in  commands 
of  importance  in  Finland,  was  faid  again  to  have 
rouzed  all  the  ambitious  projects  of  that  court. 
That  fhe  had  accordingly  laboured  inceflantly 
lince  to  excite  a  fpirit  of  diffention  and  revolt 
vol.  in,  a  among 
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among  that  people,  and  had  even  fent  a  general 
officer  privately  into  the  country  to  reconnoitre 
the  potts,  and  to  found  their  difpofition. 

The  king;  of  Sweden  was  deigned  to  meet  with 
the  greatest  difappointments,  and  to  experience 
the  molt,  grievous  mortifications,  in  his  endea-  ■ 
vours  to  emancipate  his  country  from  foreign  in- 
terference and  control,  to  redeem,  in  fome  de- 
gree, her  ahtierit  glory,  and  to  enable  her  once 
more  to  hold  her  former  rank  among  nations.  But 
the  ftar  of  Rnflia  was  ftill  predominant,  while 
that  of  Sweden  was  not  only  obfcured  for  the  pre- 
fent,  but  afforded  too  much  room  for  apprehen- 
iion,  that  it  was  upon  the  point  of  fetting  to  rife 
no  more. 

Thofe  machinations  and  intrigues,  of  which  the 
king  complained  fo  much  in  his  manifefto,  had 
taken  much  deeper  root,  and  their  effect  was 
much  more  widely  diffufed,  than  he  was  yet  aware 
of.  A  counter  revolution,  by  which  the  antient 
forms  of  government  would  be  preferred,  the 
ambition  and  venality  of  the  nobility  gratified, 
while  the  nation  was  in  facl  governed,  as  Cour-  , 
land  long  had  been,  by  a  foreign  minifter  refident 
in  its  capital,  was  the  grand  and  determined  object 
of  RufTia  ;  and  her  meafures  were  fo  laid,  that 
fhe  probably  calculated  to  a  certainty  upon  the 
event.  For  fire  was  feconded  in  the  open  and 
arowed  part  of  her  views  (which  -went  no  farther 
than  the  reitoration  of  the  former  government)  by 

much 
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much  the  greater  part  of  the  antient  nobility,  with 
all  the  influence  which  fo  numerous  and  eminent  a 
body  necefTarily  poffefTed  ;  to  which  were  to  be 
added  the  infinite  number  of  others,  who,  from 
various  caufes,  were  inimical  to  the  late  revolu- 
tion, and  confequently  to  the  fyftem  of  govern- 
ment founded  upon  it. 

It  was  faid,  and  feems  probable,  that  a  counter- 
revolution was  anly  part  of  the  objecl:,  that  no 
modification  would  be  admitted,  as.d  that  nothing 
lefs  than  abfolute  dethronement  could  afford  fa- 
tisfaclion.  That  the  king's  croffing  at  fo  critical 
a  period  the  favourite  views  of  his  great  adverfary, 
the  contemplation  of  which  had  long  afforded  the 
moff.  fublime  gratification,  had  created  a  perfonal 
animohty  beyond  all  bound  and  meafure,  and 
which  the  molt  fignal  vengeance  could  fcarcely  be 
fufficient  to  allay.  It  was  even  rumoured  (and 
rumour  is  not  always  unfounded,  particularly  in 
defpotic  governments),  that,  in  the  height  of  re- 
fentment,  an  idea  was  once  entertained  of  reviv- 
ing the  title  of  the  grand  duke  to  the  crown  of 
Sweden,  as  fucceffor  to  the  late  unfortunate  em- 
peror Peter  the  Third,  who  had,  unhappily  for 
himfelf,  relinquifhed  that  quiet  and  fecure  inhe- 
ritance, for  thedelulive  profpect  of  fucceeding  to 
the  unliable  and  bloody  throne  of  a  vaff,  but  dif- 
jointed  and  difordered  empire. 

However  that  was,  the  excellently  conflituted, 
difciplined,  and  well-appointed  army  which  the 

a  2  king 
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king  commanded  in  Finland,  rendered  fiill  more 
formidable  by  the  native  unconquered  courage  of 
the  troops,  and  the  lingular  intfipedity  of  their 
royal  leader,  would  have  been  able,  if  nothing 
Unifier  intervened,  and  that  no  internal  unfound- 
xiefs  vitiated  its  compofition,  to  carry  difmay  and 
terror  to  the  gates  of  Peteriburg  ;  nor  could  the 
wifeft  forefee  what  revolution  in  public  affairs- 
fuch  an  event  might  not  have  occafioned.  But, 
inftead  of  the  gratification  of  thefe  flattering  ideas, 
the  king  foon  difcovered  that  he  could  place  no 
confidence  in  his  army  ;  that  a  general  difaffection. 
was  fpread  among  his  officers,  efpecially  thofe  in 
high  commands,  and  of  the  moft  noble  families ; 
that  they  were  not  only  determined  to  counteract 
all  his  defigns  in  the  field,  but  that  feveral  of  them 
carried  on  a  traitorous  correfpondence  directly 
with  the  enemy,  while  a  great  number  (and  un- 
doubtedly the  honefleft  part)  declared  openly, 
that  they  could  not,  without  a  violation  of  their 
confcience  and  the  oaths  they  had  taken  to  their 
country,  draw  their  fwords  in  a  war,  undertaken 
without  the  confent  of  the  fbtes  of  the  kingdom, 
and  of  courie  contrary  to  the  conftitution. 

This  unexpected  diigrace  and  misfortune  Qufta- 
vus  was  doomed  to  encounter  at  the  liege  of  Fre- 
derikfham,  where  the  officers  refilling  to  lead  on 
the  troops  to  the  attack,  and  he  appealing  to  the 
latter,  on  whom  he  ftill  relied,  to  his  utter  afto- 
niiliment  and  difmay,  they  generally  laid  down 
2  their 
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their  arms.     While  the  king  feemed  inextricably 
involved  in  thefe  difficulties  and  dangers  (for  even 
the  fafety  of  his  perfon,  in   his   own   army,  ap- 
peared to  be  fufficiently  problematical)  and  that 
the  feeds  of  diifention  and  difaifeclion  were  equally 
ihooting  up  in  the  capital  and  other  places,  the 
violent  irruption  of  the  Danes,  from  the  fide  of 
Norway,  into  the  richeft  provinces  of  Sweden, 
feemed  deftined  to  overwhelm  him  entirely.     Un- 
der this  additional  prefFure,  he  was  obliged  to 
abandon  the   army  in  Finland,  in  its  prefent  un- 
certain  and  disjointed  ftate,  to  the  care  of  his 
fecond  brother  the  duke  of  Oftrogothia,  while  he 
undertook  himfelf  a  perilous  voyage  by  fea,  ex- 
pofed  to  the  greateft.  of  all  dangers,  that  of  being 
captured  by  a  moft   cruel  and   implacable  foe, 
from  whom  deliverance  could  fcarcely  be  hoped  : 
and,  after  a  fevere  circuitous  journey   by   land, 
proceeded  to  the  fouthern  extremity  of  his  do- 
minions, to  oppofe,  without  troops  or  means,  a 
new  and  very  formidable  enemy. 

The  fwedifh  monarch  was  already  within  a  fhort 
diftance  of  Frederikfham.  He  had  caufed  a  part 
of  his  troops  to  be  embarked  on  board  of  gallies, 
giving  orders  to  general  Siegeroth,  who  had  the 
command  of  them,  to  go  and  land  on  the  other 
lide  of  the  town,  to  begin  the  attack  as  foon  as 
ever  the  troops  were  on  fhore,  and  to  fire  a  cannon 
as  a  fignal  for  acting  on  both  fides  at  once. 

a  3  Siegeroth 
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Siegeroth  was  retarded  by  contrary  winds,  and 
had  great  difficulty  in  landing  his  troops.  He. 
however  fucceeded  at  length,  and  gave  the  fignal 
agreed  on.  Immediately  Guftavus  refolved  to 
lead  up  his  men.  But  fome  of  the  principal  of- 
ficers, at  the  head  of  whom  was  colonel  Hefteko3 
reprefented  to  him  how  very  difficult  it  was  to 
attack  the  fortrefs  on  the  fide  where  he  was ;  that 
it  was  againft  their  duty  to  allow  him  to  expofe 
his  perlbn  to  inevitable  danger ;  and  that  he  him- 
felf  ought  to  fet-fome  value  on  the  lives  of  his 
faithful  fubjedts. 

This  certainly  was  not  fuch  language  as  was 
held  by  the  conquerors  of  Narva :  but  Gufta- 
vus  III.  had  no  refemblance  with  Charles  XII. 
INeverthelefs,  expreffing  his  furprife  at  thefe  words 
of  his  officers,  he  replied,  that  he  would  be 
obeyed.  Upon  this,  feveral  of  them  united  in 
declaring  that  they  could  not  undertake  an  ofFen- 
ftve  vvar  without  the  confent  of  the  nation  ;  that 
chey  were  ready  to  fhed  their  blood  in  defence  of 
their  country ;  but  that  they  would  never  refolve 
to  attack  a  neighbour  who  had  not  provoked 
them. 

Stung  with  this  refinance,  the  king  addrefTed 
himfelf  to  the  foldiers.  The  regiment  commanded 
by  colonel  Hefteko  immediately  laid  down  their 
arms,  and  their  example  was  followed  by  the 
greater  part  of  the  army.     Guftavus  now  charged 

lieu- 
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lieutenant  colonel  Rofenftein  to  go  and  tell  ge- 
neral Siegeroth,  to  reimbark  his  troops  :  and  he 
himfelf  retreated  to  Kymenagorod.  The  next 
day  he  caufed  the  officers  who  had  refufed  to 
march  to  be  put  on  board  a  fhip,  and  fent  them 
to  Stockholm  ;  where  they  were  received  by  the 
populace  with  every  mark  of  difpleafure,  and  were 
ihortly  after  put  under  arreft. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  nobles,  who  re- 
gretted the  change  in  the  ancient  form  of  govern- 
ment, were  willing  to  avail  tliemfelves  of  this  op- 
portunity for  bringing  it  back  to  its  primitive  ftate, 
and  were  acting  in  concert  with  Ruffia-*.  But  a 
number  of  other  officers,  whom  they  had  gained 
over,  were  not  in  the  iecret ;  and  the  foldiers 
efpecially  could  not  be  acquainted  with  it. 

There  feems  no  fmall  reafon  for  fuppofing,  al- 
though it  could  not  be  oftenfibly  avowed,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  near  ties  of  blood  and  affinity 
between  the  royal  houfes  of  the  two  northern 
kingdoms,  yet,  that  the  court  of  Copenhagen 
Was  little  lefs  difpofed  to  wifh  for  and  to  accelerate 
a  revolution  in  the  government  of  Sweden,  than 
even  that  of  Peterfburg :  although  it  was  eahly 
feen  (the  king's  temper  and  character  considered) 
that   "ich  a  meafure  could  not  be  accomplished, 

*  Letters  were  intercepted  of  a  correspondence  which  was 
carried  on  by  fome  of  the  principal  officers  with  the  court  of 
•Ruflia. 

a  4  without 


2%%  tIFE    OP    THE  [l788. 

without  the  moft:  imminent  danger  to  his  perfon, 
and  a  great  hazard  of  very  ruinous  confequences 
to  his  family. 

This  difpofition,  however,  is  not  entirely,  nor 
perhaps  in  any  great  degree,  to  be  attributed  to 
that  inveterate  animofity  which  for  feveral  ages 
has  been  fo  deeply  rooted  between  the  Danes  and 
the  Swedes.  The  king  of  Sweden  himfelf,  moft 
unadvifedly,  as  being  totally  inconliftentwith  that 
fyftem  of  policy,  which  feems  in  other  refpects  to 
have  been  the  great  object  of  his  life,  indicated, 
foon  after  the  commencement  of  his  reign,  dif- 
pofitions  fo  inimical  to  Denmark,  as  feem  fully 
to  juftify  her  in  adopting  fuch  meafures  of  fecu- 
rity,  and  of  forming  fuch  alliances  and  connec- 
tions, as  were  beft  calculated  to  counteract  the 
apparently  dangerous  ambition  of  fo  near  a  neigh- 
bour ;  who  feemed  watchful  to  take  an  unneigh- 
bourly and  unfair  advantage  of  any  circumftance 
that  might  embarrafs  her  affairs,  or  misfortune 
that  might  weaken  the  ftate. 

It  appears,  if  we  credit  the  ftate  of  the  matter 
given  by  the  Danes,  that  the  very  year  in  which 
the  king  of  Sweden  accomplifhed  the  revolution 
in  the  government  of  his  own  country,  he  directed 
his  views  to  the  production  of  one  of  a  different 
nature  in  Denmark,  which,  without  meddling 
tvith  its  government,  would,  by  a  fatal  fepara- 
tion  of  its  parts,  have  reduced  the  power  and 
confequence  of  that  country  in  the   fyftem   of 

Europe 
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Europe  to  nothing,  and  rendered  its  future  ex- 
iftence,  in  any  degree,  as  an  independent  ftate, 
extremely  precarious.  This  was  by  an  attempt 
to  feparate  the  ancient  and  extenfive  kingdom  of 
Norway  from  that  crown  to  which  it  had  for 
feveral  centuries  been  fo  clofely  united,  and  which 
would  have  rendered  the  name  of  a  kingdom 
fcarcely  appropriate  to  its  remaining  weak  and 
disjointed  dominion. 

It  has  unfortunately,  and  by  a  ftrange  perver- 
iion  of  reafon  and  policy,  been  nearly  the  con- 
flant  fyftem  purfued  by  the  court  of  Copenhagen, 
through  a  courfe  of  ages,  to  rule  Norway  with  a 
harm  and  unfeeling  hand,  and  to  afford  too 
much  room  for  complaint  to  that  people,  on 
whom  its  flrength  and  power  fo  much  depended  : 
infomuch  that  they  feem  to  have  been  generally 
treated  and  confidered  rather  as  aliens  than  as 
fubjects  and  equal  members  of  the  fame  general 
dominion  and  government.  How  far  thefe  caufes 
of  difaffeclion  continued  to  operate  in  the  prefent 
instance,  we  cannot  pretend  to  determine,  but  it 
is  clear  from  the  event  that  great  difcontents  ftill 
prevailed  in  that  kingdom ;  for  the  new  fwedifh 
fovereign  was  not  only  charged  with  fomenting 
them,  with  a  view  to  exciting  a  general  infur- 
reclion,  but  with  marching  an  army,  in  the  year 
1772,  to  the  frontiers  of  Norway,  under  the  in- 
tention of  abfolute  invafion,  in  fupport  of  the 
infurgents.    The  difcovery  of  the  plot,  the  taking 

of 
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of  the  cyphers  under  which  the  correfpondence 
was  conducted,  along  with  the  immediate  meafures 
which  were  purfued  for  placing  that  country  in 
a  proper  irate  of  defence  and  reftftance,  were 
alleged  to  be  the  caufes  which  difconcerted  this 
project,  and  prevented,  at  leait,  a  holtile  attempt, 
for  carrying  the  defign  into  execution. 

If  this  charge  be   well   founded,  as  it  feems  to 
-be,  it  could  not  be  expected  that  the  court  of 
Copenhagen  would  afterwards  plac«  much, con- 
fidence in  the  faith  or  friendfhip  of  a  prince,  who 
had  afforded  fo  early  and  fo  glaring  a  teftimony 
of  his  being  little  bound  by  either  ;  nor  is  it  to  be 
wondered  at,  that,  -fo  circumftanced,  fhe  fhould 
be  lefs  apprehenfive  of  the  dill  ant  power  of  Ruffia, 
formidable  as   it  is,  than  of  the  refllefs  fpirit  and 
watchful  enterprife  of  a  lefs  potent  power,  whofe 
vicinity  enabled  him  to  be  at  all  times  trouble- 
forne.  and  might,  in   certain  fituations,  have  af- 
forded him  opportunities. of  being  highly  danger- 
ous.    Ruffia  was  likewife  the  natural  check  upon 
his  ambition,  and  almoft  the  only  one  that  could 
be  effective  in  cafes  of  fudden  emergency.     To 
thefe  caufes  and  motives  for  Denmark's  throwing 
Jierfelf  into  the  arms  of  Ruffia,  in  -  preference  to 
Sweden,   is    to   be    added,    and    particularly    re- 
membered, the  fignal  obligation  by  which  fhe  had 
been  recently  bound  to  theempreis,  for  the  iingur 
lar  ceffion  which  fhe  made  of  her  Ion's  (the  great 
duke's)  patrimonial  rights  and  inheritance  in  the 

duchies 
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duchies  of  Slefvick  and  Holftein  ;  which  may  well 
be  considered  as  a  free  gift,  the  miferable  county 
of  Oldenburg,  though  the  original  natal  feat  of 
the  Danifh  fovereigns,  not  warranting  the  name 
of  an  exchange.  Few  acquisitions,  if  any,  could 
be  of  equal  importance  to  Denmark  with  this 
ceffion  ;  for,  befides  the  very  considerable  accef- 
fion  of  power  and  revenue  which  it  afforded, 
with  the  benefit  of  thereby  rounding  and  com- 
pleting her  German  dominions,  it  was  of  ftill 
much  greater  advantage,  in  precluding  thofe  fre- 
quent litigations  and  wars,  in  which  the  Strangely 
mixed  fovereignty  in  thefe  duchies  had  fo  long  in- 
volved the  poSfeffors  ;  and  which  would  in  future 
have  become  every  day  more  arduous  and  danger- 
ous, as  the  fovereigns  of  Ruffia  would  have  been 
the  oppoiite  parties  in  the  contention. 

A  Uriel:  alliance  between  Ruffia  and  Denmark 
took  place  upon  this  occalion  ;  and  it  is  Stated, 
that  by  fome  articles  of  the  treaty  then  concluded, 
which  do  not  appear  to  have  been  published,  the 
latter  was  bound,  in  certain  cafes  therein  fpeci- 
fied,  to  fupply  Ruffia  with  twelve  thoufand  aux- 
iliary troops,  together  with  a  naval  aid  of  Six 
Ships  of  the  line.  Undoubtedly  the  court  of 
Peterfburg  was  equally  bound,  in  oppoiite  cir- 
cumstances, to  afford  an  aid  to  Denmark  com- 
menfurate  to  her  power.  Thefe  transactions  took 
place  in  1773,  the  year  immediately  fucceeding  the 
alarm,  occasioned  by  the  alleged  attempt  or  de- 
Sign 
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fign  upon  Norway.  Thefe  fpecific  conditions, 
whether  fuppreffed  parts  of  the  treaty  then  com- 
municated to  the  public,  or  included  in  a  feparate 
one,  were  evidently  kept  fecret,  as  the  king  of 
Sweden  declared,  in  a  public  document,  that  he 
never  heard  of  them,  until  the  general  notice 
given  by  Denmark  of  their  intended  fulfilment ; 
while  he  feemed  upon  the  whole  rather  to  doubt 
their  exiftence. 

Whatever  political  errors  the  fwedifh  fove- 
reign  might  have  committed  in  his  early  conduct 
with  reflect  to  Denmark,  it  feems  probable  that 
he  afterwards  fincerely  repented  the  hafty  and  un- 
guarded loofe  which  he  then  gave  to  his  imagina- 
tion or  paffions  ;  and  he  had  fince  endeavoured, 
by  a  courfe  of  the  moft  friendly  attentions,  to 
conciliate  matters,  and  to  wear  off  all  remem- 
brance of  them.  It  feems  more  than  probable 
that  his  political  fyftem  was  not  then  formed, 
and  that  it  was  not  abfolutely  decided  until  his 
return  from  the  vifit  to  Peterfburg. 

Upon  the  ottoman  war,  the  approach  of  the 
prefent  fiate  of  affairs  in  the  north,  and  his  own 
determination  to  renew  or  confirm  the  ancient 
alliance  with  the  Turks,  he  particularly  laid  him- 
felf  out,  with  the  utmofl  afliduiry,  not  only  to 
gain  the  friendlhip  of  Denmark,  but  to  fecure 
her  effectually,  by  making  '  her  a  convert  to  his 
own  opinions  and  principles.  The  fudden  and 
unexpected  vifit  which,  towards  the  clofe  of  the 

year 
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year  1787,  he  paid  at  the  court  of  Copenhagen, 
and  which  was  fo  devoid  of  all  etiquette  and  ce- 
remonial, as  to  relemble  the  free  intercourfe  be- 
tween two  common  neighbours,    was   a    matter 
which   excited,    at    leaft,    the    obfervation    and 
curiofity  of  all  the  courts  of  Europe,  and  occa- 
lioned  much  general  political  furmife  and  fpecu- 
lation.      The   king   of    Sweden's  object  in  this 
vifit  was  to  imprefs  deeply  on  the   court  of  Co- 
penhagen the  fame  apprehenlions  which   he  en- 
tertained  himfelf,    of    the    danger   arifing   from 
the   overgrown    power,    the    infatiate    ambition, 
the   infidious   intrigues,    and   the    over-reaching 
conduct   of  Ruffia  :  that   the  danger  was  com- 
mon to  both  the  northern  kingdoms ;  that  nothing 
lefs  than  the  clofeft  union  and  friendfhip,   which 
their  interefts  required  to  be  indifToluble,  along 
with  the  moll  fpeedy  and  vigorous  mutual  exer- 
tions, could  poffibly  avert,  or  even  ward   it  off 
for  any   considerable  time.      He  ftated,  that   if 
Ruffia  fucceeded  in  her  prefent  ambitious  delign 
of  overthrowing  and  partitioning  the  ottoman  em- 
pire, her  power  would  then  become  fo  vaft,  that 
all  efforts  on  their  fide  to  control  or   reftrain  it 
would  not  only  be  futile,  but  acts  of  abfolute 
lunacy  ;  for  they  could  afterwards  only  hope  to 
fubfift  as  miferable  dependents  on  her  clemency. 

Though  the  king  of  Sweden  enforced  all  thefe 
and  various  other  arguments,  reprefeatations,  and 
propofals,  with  all  thofe  powers  of  elocution  by 
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which  he  was  fo  eminently  diftinguifhed,  and 
which  wrought  fuch  wonders  in  the  popular  aflem- 
blies  of  his  own  country,  here  they  failed  of  their 
wonted  efFect :  fo  much  does  that,  in  all  things, 
depend  upon  time,  place,  and  circumfrances. 
The  royal  Dane  had  already  determined  on  the 
meafures  which  he  would  purfue,  and  no  conver- 
iion  was  made  on  either  fide. 

The  defection  of  the  Swedes  was  more  than  a 
victory  to  Catharine.  Not  fatisfled  with  this  ad- 
vantage, that  princefs,  conformably  with  the  trea- 
ties fubfifting  between  her  and  Denmark,  called 
for  the  fuccours  ihe  had  a  right  to  demand  of  that 
power  apainil  the  Swedes.  Though  wifely  inimi- 
cal t©  war,  the  court  of  Copenhagen  was  faithful 
'to  her  engagements.  She  immediately  ordered  a 
fleet  to  be  equipped  :  and  the  prince  royal,  ac- 
companied by  prince  Charles  of  Hefle  *,  went  on 
boaid,  in  order  to  proceed  to  Norway,  and  put 
therrieb'es  at  the  head  of  the  troops. 

The  Norwegians,  a  limple  and  generous  nation, 
maintaining  amidft  their  rocks  the  purity  of  an- 
tient  manners,  and  that  valour  which  rendered 
them  fo  famous  under  Margaret  of  Valdemar  ;  the 
Norwegians,  whofe  lofty  ftature,  flaxen  hair,  and 
venerable  beards,  keep  alive  the  remembrance  of 
their  fathers,  thofe  heroes  who  fo  often  invaded 

*  The  prince  of  HefTe  is  father-in-law  to  the  prince  of 
-I)enmark. 
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England,  and  received  the  well-earned  honour  of 
being-  celebrated   In   the   ftrains   of  Oiiian ;    the 
Norwegians  heard  not  in  vain  the  fignal  of-  war 
At   the    voice  of  the  prince  of  Denmark,  they 
darted  through  tie  paflage  *  enf.mguined  by  the 
death  of  Charles  XII.  entered  the  weftern  pro* 
vinces  of  Sweden,   forced,  at  Quiftrum -f,  apart 
of  the  regiment   of  Weftrogothia   to    capitulate, 
made  thcmlelves  matters  of  Oudewallia,  and  of  all 
the  other  places  they  came  to  in  their  way  ;  and 
went  and  laid  liege  to  Gothemburg. 
'     Gothemburg,  after  Stockholm,  is  the  tnoft  con- 
iiderahle  city  of  Sweden.     The'lofs  of  it  would 
have  been  almoft  irreparable  to  Guftavus.     That 
prince  was  already  returned  to  his  capital,  where 

*  Near  Ft'ederikihall.  It  may  here  be  obferved,  that  there 
is  no  longer  any  doubt  in  Sweden  that  Charles  XII.  was  affaf- 
finated.  An  officer  of  the  name  of  Cronftedt,  who  died  at  a 
verv  advanced  age,  declared  that  he  himfelf  engaged  the  en- 
gineer Maigret  to  kill  Charles  XII.  This  pict  was  formed  at 
the  infti nation  of  that  Monarch's  brother  in-law  and  fucceffor 
prince  Frederic  of 'HefTe-CaffeL  Cronftedt,  who  delivered  to 
die  engineer  the  piilol  with  which  he  was  to  ikoot  Charles* 
afterwards  took  back  that  weapon,  and  kept  it,  hung  up  in. 
his  cabinet  to  the  end  of  his  life.  M,  Caftep  law  at  Stock-* 
holm  the  hat  of  Charles  XII.  and  affures  us  that  the  hole  made 
by  the  ball  is  a  very  fmall  one. 

-j-  The  Swedes  accuied  Triineborg,  the  commandant  of 
Quiftrum,  of  having  taken  a  bribe  from  the  daniih  generals  ^ 
and  he  was  accordingly  tried  by  a  council  of  war,  who  fen- 
ttneed  him  to  be  degraded. 

he 
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he  learnt  that  Gothemberg  was  befieged :  where- 
upon he  fent  the  regiment  of  Yemland  and  his  own 
guards  to  reinforce  the  garrifon,  and  repaired  him- 
felf  to  Dalecarlia.  There  he  affembled  thepeafants, 
reminded  them  of  what  they  had  atchieved  for 
Guftavus  Vafa,  and  conjured  them  to  march  with 
him  to  the  defence  of  their  country. 

Three  thoufand  Dalecarlians  followed  him  at 
once.  They  were  imitated  by'  the  inhabitants  of 
the  neighbouring  provinces ;  and  Guftavus  foon 
found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army  ; 
but,  dreading  left  Gothemburg  fhould  furrender 
ere  thefe  fuccours  arrived,  he  departed  with  one 
of  his  aides-de-camp  and  a  fingle  domeftic,  put 
on  a  difguife,  that  he  might  not  be  known  to  the 
enemy,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  the  walls  of  the 
city.  He  at  firft  met  with  great  difficulty  in 
entering  the  gates.  The  foldiers  would  not  believe 
that  it  was  their  king ;  but  at  length  the  gates 
were  opened  to  him. 

Notwithftanding  his  prefence,  notwithftanding 
the  army  that  followed  him,  Gothemburg  would 
have  been  taken,  had  it  not  been  faved  l:%r  the  ar- 
rival of  unexpected  fuccours. 

Nothing  could  be  more  calamitous,  or  appa- 
rently hopelefs,  than  the  afpect  of  the  king's  affairs 
upon  his  return  from  Finland.  Fortune  had  not 
only  deferted.,  but  feemed  totally  adverfe  to  him 
in  every  thing,  and  ruin   appeared   opening  on 

every 
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every  fide.  The  contagion  from  the  army  had 
fpread  through  various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and 
infected  even  the  capital. 

Happy  it  was  for  Sweden,  or  at  leaft  for  the 
king,  that  at  this  moment  of  fuch  imminent  dan-. 
ger  there  were  other  powers  who  were  not  indif- 
ferent to  the  confequences  of  that  country  being 
overwhelmed  by  Ruffia  and  Denmark,  whereby 
every  idea  of  any  future  balance  of  power  in  the 
north  would  be  totally  deftroyed.  It  was  the 
more  fortunate  at  this  feafon,  as  the  affairs  of 
France  were  getting  into  fuch  a  train  as  rendered 
the  expectation  of  her  being  able,  in  any  degree, 
to  fupport  her  ancient  ally,  every  day  more  pre- 
carious. The  new  treaty  of  alliance  concluded 
between  Great  Eritain  and  Pruffia,  and  the  Uriel: 
union  already  cemented  between  them  and  Hol- 
land, formed  fo  powerful  a  counterpoife  to  the 
dangerous  alliance  between  the  two  empires  of 
Germany  and  Ruffia,  as  feemed  capable  of  being 
an  infuperable  bar  to  the  progrefs  of  their  am- 
bitious defigns.  To  render  this,  balance  the  more 
completely  effective,  it  was  neceffary,  in  the  firfh 
inftance,  to  prevent  Sweden  from  being  too  much 
weakened,  and,  above  all  things,  any  revolution 
from  taking  place  in  its  government ;  and,  fecon- 
darily,  to  preferve  the  ottoman  empire  from  fub- 
v'erfion  or  abfolute  ruin.  We  here  fee  how, 
through  a  fudden  turn  of  public  affairs,  thefe 
powers  found  it  neceflary  to  put  themfelves  in  the 
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place  of  France,  to  fupply  her  imbeclllity  by  fup- 
porting  her  alliances,  and  to  take  up  that  fyftem 
of  policy  which  (he  had  fo  long  purfued.  Such 
were  the  motives  which  induced  England  and 
Pruffia  to  become  arbiters  of  the  peace  and  pro- 
tectors of  the  liberties  of  the  north,  fo  far  as  the 
prefervation  of  fome  equipoife  in  the  ftate  of  power 
there  might  tend  to  produce  that  effect. 

Mr.  Hugh  Elliot,  the  engliih  minifter  at  Den- 
mark, was  no  fooner  informed  that  Gothemburg 
was,  in  danger,  than  he  quitted  Copenhagen,  crolT- 
ed  Sweden  in  great  expedition,  and  repaired  to  the 
camp  of  the  danifh  prince.  He  fummoned  that 
prince  to  raife  the  liege  of  Gothemburg,  declaring 
to  him,  that,  unlefs  he  evacuated  the  territory 
without  delay,  England  would  lay  an  embargo  on 
all  the  danifh  mips  in  her  ports,  and  would  fend  a 
lquadron  to  bombard  the  caftle  of  Kronenburg. 

The  prince  of  Denmark,  ftruck  with  thefe 
menaces,  immediately  thought  of  retiring,  when 
the  pruffian  minifter  *  came  and  feconded  that  of 
Great  Britain.  A  truce  was  prefently  concluded  ; 
and  the  army  of  the  danifh  prince  now  peaceably 
returned  to  Norway  -j~.     It  was   certainly  to  the 

fpirit 

*  Count  Von  Rhode. 

f  Notwithftanding  the  various  difficulties  which  the  nego- 
tiating minifters  had  to  furmount,  another  armiftice  for  a 
month  was  happily  concluded  :  and  this  was  fucceeded  by  a 
third,  for  fix  months,  the  term  of  which  did  not  expire  until 

the 
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fjpirit  and  activity  of  the  britiih  minifter,  that 
Guftavus  was  indebted  for  the  prefervation  of 
Gothemburg.  The  menaces  held  out  by  that 
envoy  had  not  been  prefcribed  him  in  his  dif- 
patches :  but  they  fucceeded  ;  notwithstanding 
which,  he  had  not  the  approbation  of  his  court. 

In  the  mean  time  the  ruffian  forces  that  were 
gone  againft  the  Turks  and  the  Tartars  were  gain- 
ing frequent  advantages. 

The  nrft  conflict  happened  near  Otchakof,  and 
proved  fatal  to  the  Ottomans.  The  pafha  of  Ot- 
chakof embarked  in  fmall  veiTels  fix  thoufand  men, 
who,  in  the  defign  of  taking  the  fort  of  Kinburn 
by  furprize,  landed  on  the  promontory  before  it. 
Unfortunately  for  the  Turks,  general  Suvarof 
was  in  the  fortrefs.  He  fuffered  them  to  dif- 
embark  without  oppontion,  and  even  encouraged 
them  to  proceed  by  fending  out  a  few  raw  muf- 
queteers,  with  orders  to  retreat  immediately  as 
though  they  were  frightened.  The  Turks  fell  into 
the  fnare  ;  and,  while  their  boats  were  gone  back 
to  Otchakof  to  fetch  a  reinforcement,  Suvarof 
marched  out  at  the  head  of  two  batallions,  with 
bayonets  fixed,  and  all  the  Turks  who  were  on 
fhore  were  either  flain  by  their  arms  or  drowned 


the  15th  of  May  1789.  — The  prince  of  Hefle  withdrew  his 
army  from  Sweden  into  Norway,  rather  before  the  middls 
of  November. 
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in  the  fea.     Suvarof  at  the  fame  time  received  a 
dangerous  wound  in  the  neek  *. 

Rear  admiral  Voinovitch  -j%  who  had  the  com- 
mand of  three  mips  of  the  line  and  eight  frigates 
in  the  Euxine,  declined  an  engagement  with  the 
turkiili  fleet  of  five  times  greater  force  than  his 
own  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  remonftrances  of 
the  en  glim,  officer  Prieftman,  who  ferved  under 
him  and  was  eager  to  fight,  he  retired  under  the 
cannon  of  Sevaftopol.  This  timid  prudence  occa- 
fioned  him  to  be  difgraced,  as  prince  Potemkin 
turned  him  out  of  the  fervice. 

Here  it  was  feen  what  courage  national  pride 
can  infpire,  even  in  the  breaft  of  Haves.  When 
the  capudan-pafha's  fhip  caught  fire,  a  turkifh 
failor  ran  acrofs  the  flames  to  fave  the  flag  ;  and 
while  he  was  unfaftening  it,  a  ruffian  failor,  not 
lefs  intrepid,  jumped  into  a  canoe,  climbed  on 
board  the  fhip  ready  to  blow  up,  feized  on  the 
flag,  and  brought  the  Turk  with  him  prifoner. 

The  generals  Taliefin  ana  Tekely  defeated,  in 
feveral  rencontres,  the  Tartars  of  the  Kuban. 
Tamara  had  already  made  himfelf  matter  of 
Georgia,  and  kept  the  Lefghis  in  awe. 

*  This  general  always  marches  at  the  head  of  his  troops., 
it  being  one  of  his  maxims,  that,  "  The  head  never  waits  for 
\*  the  tail."  % 

■f  The  fame  who  was  fo  maltreated  In  Perfia  by  Aga  Mah- 
fnetin  1783, 

In 
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In  the  mean  time  vaft  armies  were  preparing  for 
the  field.  Nothing  that  tended  to  enfure  the 
moft  decifive  fuccefs  could  be  withheld  from  the 
grand  favourite  prince  Potemkin,  in  whofe  de- 
partment the  war  lay  ;  or  rather,  who  had  the 
whole  empire  at  his  command.  It  was  even  ex- 
pected, that,  in  the  diftribution  of  kingdoms  and 
empires,  a  fovereign  dominion,  under  whatever 
title,  would  be  allotted  to  his  lhare  *i  Thofe 
Ruffians  who  considered  themfelves  as  patriots, 
entertained  in  the  mean  time  the  moft  ferious  ap- 
prehenflons  of  the  confequences  which  might  en- 
fue,  under  certain  poffible  and  natural  circum- 
llances,  from  fo  vail  a  power  being  lodged  in 
the  hands  of  a  fingle  man,  as  he  already  pofTeiTed. 
With  refpecl  to  the  war,  nothing  could  exhibit  a 
more  forbidding  or  a  more  deplorable  afpect  than 
the  intended  fcene  of  action.  Famine^  peftilence, 
with  all  the  defolation  and  calamity  of  a  long  and 
moft  cruel  war,  had  laid  wafte  the  tartar  countries, 
and  ravaged  both  the  turkifh  and  ruffian  borders ; 
fo  that  all  the  provifion  for  the  armies,  the  fingle 
article  of  green  forage  excepted,  was  to  be  brought 
from  an  immenfe  diftance. 

In  defiance  of  thefe  difficulties,  a  Vaft  ruffian 
army,  eftimated  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 

*  There  is  little  donbt  that  the  idea  at  this  time  was  to  have 
formed  the  territories  of  Moldavia  and  Valakhia  into  a  mo- 
narchy, for  the  fake  of  placing  prince  Potemkin  at  its  head. 

r  3  men, 
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men,  appeared  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Bogue  *} 
adjoining  to  the  confines  of  Poland,  Turkey,  and 
Tartary,  and  on  the  way  to  the  Euxine,  under 
the  orders  of  prince  Potemkin  and  genera!  count 
Romantzof.  Thefe  being  aflifred  by  prince  Rep- 
nin,  generals  Suvarof  and  Kamenlko'i,  frequently 
beat  the  Turks,  who  avenged  themfelves  on  the 
Aufirians.  This  great  force  was  fupported  by  a 
field-train  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-feven  pieces 
of  artillery,  befides  an  enormous  park  of  heavy 
battering  cannon  and  mortars,  deilined  for  the 
liege  of  Otchakof ;  and  furnifhed  with  that  exu- 
berance of  powder,  ball,  fhells,  and  all  manner 
of  military  machines,  which  are  the  ufual  con- 
comitants of  a  ruffian  army,  particularly  when 
engaged,  as  at  prefent,  upon  favourite  fervice. 
A  large  portion  of  this  army,  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Romantzof,  was  defigned  to  en- 
force refpect  on  the  fide  of  Poland  and  Lithuania, 
and  to  furnifh-a  ftrong  feparate  command  under 
general  Soltikof,  to  fupport  the  auftrian  com- 
mander prince  Cobourg  *j~  on  the  fide  of  Mol- 
davia ;  with  a  view  firft  to  the  fiege  of  Khotyim ; 
and,  after  that  capture,  to  the  conqueft  of  the 
whole  province.  This  affignment  of  the  active 
and   principal    fervice  to  prince   Potemkin   wat 

*  About  the  1 8th  of  June. 

-j-  The  lame  who  was   unfuccefsful  againft  the  French  la 

1792.- 

fo 
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fo  decifive  a  victory  over  his  great  rival  and 
competitor  for  honour  and  favour,  general  Ro- 
mantzof,  and  fo  grievous  a  mortification  to  the 
latter,  that  it  prefently  after  occafioned  his  refigna- 
tion. 

While  thefe  tranfactions  were  going  forward, 
prince  Potemkin  was  employed  in  the  liege  of 
Otchakof.  Fortifications  of  uncommon  ftrength, 
an  abundant  fupply  of  ammunition,  a  numerous 
garrifon,  and  the  fe verity  of  the  feafon,  feemed 
neceffarily  to  render  this  place  impregnable.  The 
befiegers  fuffered  fo  greatly  from  cold,  that  they 
had  been  obliged  to  dig  fubterraneous  huts  to 
fcreen  themfelves  from  its  fatal  effects  :  being 
likewife  in  want  of  provifions,  they  died  in  great 
numbers  every  night.  But  the  froft,  which  caufed 
them  fo  much  trouble  to  refift,  affi-fted  them  in 
taking  the  town.  Obferving  that  it  was  open  to 
attack  on  the  fide  of  the  Liman,  where  it  was  lefs 
fortified,  and  where  the  ice  facilitated  accefs  to  ir, 
prince  Potemkin  fuddenly  fent  orders  to  command 
the  affault ;  and,  while  he  remained  in  his  camp 
with  his  miftrefTes,  his  lieutenants,  at  the  head  of 
a  party  of  troops,  rufhed  into  the  town,  and  fpread 
carnage  and  defolation  on  every  fide.  It  is  not, 
however,  to  be  thought,  that  prince  Potemkin 
was  detained  by  any  fuggeftions  of  fear :  for, 
feveral  days  before,  he  had  pafTed  many  times  to 
and  fro,  with  the  utmoft  coolnefs,  under  the  very 
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cannon  of  the  ramparts  *,  becauic  he  had  learnt, 
that  fome  one  or  other  had  dared  to  fufpect  his 
courage.  He  abfented  hlmfelf  from  the  affault 
of  Oichakof  for  no  other  reafon  than  that  it  did 
'  ot  prelent  him  with  an  opportunity  for  diftin- 
guilhing  himfelf  in  an  extraordinary  manner. 

Prince  Anhalt-Bernburg  -}•  followed  a  different 
conduct..  He  was  the  firft  to  enter  the  town,  at 
the  head  of  the  grenadiers  J  and  chaffeurs.  The. 
fight:  was  long  and  bloody,  both  on  the  ramparts 
and  in  the  ftreets.  The  turkim  foldiers  defended 
themfelves  with  obitinate  bravery  ;  and  almoft  all 
of  them  were  flain  with  their  weapons  in  their 
hands.  The  reil  were  put  to  the  fword ;  and  a 
great  part  of  the  inhabitants  met  the  fame  fate. 

The  Ruffians  now  gave  up  the  town  to  plunder. 
They  entered  the  houfes ;  and,  after  putting  the 

*  It  is  related  that,  in  one  of  fhefe  walks,  a  general  officer, 
who  accompanied  him,  had  his  thigh  carried  away  by  a  can- 
non-ball, and  iuffered  fome  cries  to  efcape  him.  "  What  do 
"  you  cry  for  ?"  faid  Potemkin  coldly.  The  officer  was  filent 
from  refpect.     He  died  the  next  day. 

f  Prince  Anhalt-Bernburg,  a  relation  of  the  emprefs,  was 
very  brave,  well  informed,  but  rather  pedantic.  Potemkin 
and  Momonof,  who  were  afraid  of  his  growing  influence  with 
the  fovereign,  were  perpetually  ftriving  to  make  him  appear 
ridiculous. 

X  Prince  Potemkin  had  created  a  body  of  forty  thoufand 
grenadiers  and  the  fame  number  of  chaffeurs.  He  muit  al- 
ways be  in  extremes. 

mailers 
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mailers  of  them  to  death,  carried  off  the  valuables, 
and  abandoned  themfelves  to  all  the  horrors  ot 
debauchery  and  rapine.  The  icenes  of  riot  and 
daughter  lafted  three  whole  days,  and  coft  the 
lives  of  more  than  twenty-five  thoufand  Turks. 
In  making  the  alTault,  the  Ruffians  loft  twelve 
thoufand  men. 

Otchakof,  independent  of  the  value  it  derived 
from  flrength  and  Situation,  feems  to  have  been 
of  much  more  consideration  as  a  trading  town, 
than  it  was  ufually  regarded  in  this  part  of  the 
world  ;  for  the  number  of  inhabitants  now  made 
prifoners  exceeded  twenty-five  thoufand  ;  a  degree 
of  population  which  affords  no  fmall  indication  of 
former  profperity.  Such  are  the  fatal  ravages  of 
unpitying  war  !  As  this  event  took  place  on  the 
feftival  of  St.  Nicholas,  the  great  patron  of  the 
ruffian  empire,  fo  the  fuperftkion  of  the  foldiery 
and  common  people  attributed  the  guidance  of 
the  fortunate  fhell  entirely  to  their  tutelary  faint, 
who,  they  fuppofed,  had  thus  gained  a  complete 
victory  over  Mohammed.  If  the  occafion  had 
been  lefs  doleful,  it  might  have  been  rather  a 
laughable  circumftance  to  obferve,  that  all  the 
letters  from  Otchakof,  however  they  difagreed  in 
other  things,  took  particular  notice,  and  feemed 
to  lay  fome  emphafis  upon  the  recital,  that  four. 
thoufand  very  fine  women  were  included  among 
the  prifoners, 

1789, 
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1789.  Thefe  conquefts  were  nearly  as  fatal  to 
the  victors  as  to  the  vanquished :  but  Catharine 
was  riot  the  lefs  ardent  in  continuing  the  war.  She 
ordered  a  frefh  levy  of  recruits  throughout  her  ex- 
tensive domains ;  for  the  purpofe  at  once  of  rein- 
forcing her  armies  in  the  Krimea  and  on  the 
banks  of  the  Danube,  of  Stationing  others  in 
Poland,  and  of  marching  a  formidable  force 
againft  the  Swedes.  But  men  began  to  grow 
fcarce  in  the  ruffian  empire  :  the  wilds  of  Siberia 
were  therefore  ranfacked  for  its  exiles ;  and  a  part 
of  them  were  brought  to  be  incorporated  with  the 
jecruits. 

During  all  this  time  Guftavus  III.  was  employed 
in  forming  fchemes  of  revenge.  He  could  not 
forgive  the  emprefs  for  the  distentions  which  her 
agents  were  perpetually  fomenting  in  Sweden,  nor 
the  danifh  government  for  the  fupport  it  had  given 
to  Ruffia.  A  lieutenant- colonel,  named  Benzel- 
ftierna,  took  up  the  resolution  of  administering  to 
the  animolity  of  his  mailer. 

The  ruffian  fquadron  had  entered  the  road  of 
Copenhagen,  where  it  was  detained  the  whole 
winter  by  the  ice  *.    Sprengporten  -j~,  the  fwedifh. 

*  This  fquadron,  commanded  by  vice  admiral  Kozlainof, 
confifted  of  eleven  fhips  of  the  line  and  feveral  frigates.  There 
were  three  fhips  of  a  hundred  guns. 

t  Brother  of  the  Sprengporten  w  ho  had  entered  into  the 
ruffian  fervice. 

a  ambafiador, 
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ambaflfador,  was  a  frank  and  generous  old  man, 
much  refpected  by  Guftavus,  but  in  whom  he 
placed  no  great  degree  of  confidence.  Without 
recalling  this  ambaflador,  his  majefty  conferred 
the  title  of  charge  des  affaires  on  a  perfon  named 
Abeldyl,  and  fent  him  to  Copenhagen,  earneftly 
recommending  it  to  him  to  have  a  vigilant  eye 
on  the  proceedings  of  the  Ruffians  and  the  Danes. 

Benzelftierna  loft  no  time  in  joining  Abeldyl ; 
and,  under  pretence  of  fetting  on  foot  fome  new 
fpeculation  in  commerce,  connected  himfelf  with 
a  captain  Obrien,  a  native  of  Ireland.  He  pur- 
chafed  his  fhip  of  him,  paying  twelve  thoufand 
rix  dollars  in  advance*  ;  and,  leaving  him  in  the 
command  of  it,  entered  into  a  written  engage- 
ment farther  to  pay  him  a  like  fum,  if  the  enter- 
prife  fSiould  fucceed.  He  then  freighted  the  veflel 
with  caiks  well  pitched  within  and  without,  and 
filled  with  brandy  ;  and  ordered  him  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  firft  north-eaft  wind,  by  fetting 
fire  to  his  fhip.  By  this  execrable  contrivance  it 
was  intended,  not  only  to  burn  the  ruffian  fleet, 
but  that  of  the  Danes  alfo. 

Obrien  had  the  indifcretion  to  fpeak  of  his 
agreement  to  one  of  his  friends  named  Teft.  This 
man,  frruck  with  horror  at  what  he  heard,  went 
in  all  hafte  to  report  it.  The  danifh  miniftry  im- 
mediately fent  people  to  fearch  the  veflel,  and 

*  About  three  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 

caufed 
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caufed  Obrien  to  be  taken  into  cuftody  *.  Ben- 
zelfHerna,  fufpecting  the  failure  of  his  plot,  had 
gone  for  fafety  to  Abeldyl,  who  fent  him  to  the 
houfe  of  a  minifter  of  his  acquaintance,  whence  he 
was  enabled  to  make  his  efeape  in  the  livery  of 
a  domeftic. 

The  danifh  failors,  excited  by  the  Ruffians, 
affembled  in  great  numbers  about  the  gate  of 
Abeldyl,  declaring  their  intention  to  murder  him, 
and  fet  fire  to  his  houfe.  But,  having  forefeen 
this  tumult,  Abeldyl  had  already  gone  off  to  the 
coafts  of  Scania  -}*.  The  rioters  were  difpatched 
by  a  detachment  of  the  military. 

The 

■*  Obrien  was  condemned  to  die  on  the  fcaffold,  but  that 
fentence  was  remitted,  and  he  was  fent  to  the  gallies,  where 
he  died. 

f  The  dcfign  of  fetting  fire  to  the  men  of  war  in  the  har- 
bour of  Copenhagen  was  doubtlefs  horrible.  But  perhaps  the 
Ruffians  had  no  reproaches  to  make  the  Swedes  on  that  head. 
Thefe  two  nations,  who  have  often  contended  with  lb  much 
courage,  have  fometimes  feen  their  courts  defcending  to  the 
vileft  ftratagems  againft  each  other.  Stockholm  will  never 
forget  the  aifailination  of  major  Saint-Clair.  In  1738,  Saint- 
Clair,  who  had  been  fent  to  Conftantinople  with  powers  for' 
negotiating,  was  returning  with  a  Frenchman  named  Cou- 
turier. Being  arrived  at  Khotyim,  the  paiha  informed  him, 
that  he  was  laid  wait  for  by  two  emiffaries  of  Rulfia :  the 
fame  thing  was  likewife  told  him  by  a  Pole.  Saint-Clair  re- 
jected the  advice  with  indignation.  At  an  inn  in  Breflau  he 
met  the  ruffian  captain  Kutler,  lieutenant  Levitzki,  and  four 
foldiers  difguifed  as  fervants,  who,  after  having  recognized 

him, 
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The  atrocious  attempt  of  Benzelftierna  Was  not 
calculated  to  work  a  reconciliation  between  the 
two  courts  of  Petersburg  and  Stockholm  ;  and  the 
operations  of  the  war  were  renamed  with  vigour. 
The  fleets  of  the  two  nations  met  at  the  diftancc 
of  a  few  leagues  from  Bornholm :  but  the  wind 
permitted  them  not  to  come  to  an  engagement. 
Shortly  after,  however,  they  fell  in  with  one  ano- 
ther near  Gothland  *  ;  and,  though  both  the 
ruffian  admiral  Chitfhagof  and  the  fwedifh  admi- 
ral Lilienhorn  wifhed  at  that  time  to  avoid  an  en- 
gagement, the  fhips  in  the  rear  got  ahead  of  the 


him,  went  and  waited  for  him  near  the  village  gauche.  There 
Kutler  came  to  him,  greeted  him  politely,  and  afked  whether 
he  was  not  major  Saint-Clair  ?     Being  aniwered  in  the  affir- 
mative, he  arretted  him  in  the  name  of  the  emprefs  Anne, 
and   conducted  him  into  a  wood  near  Neuburg.     Here  he 
made   him  alight  from  his  carriage,  led  him  about  twenty 
.paces  from  it,  fired  a  piftol  at  him,  and,  on  his  falling,  caufed 
him  to  be  difpatched  by  the  four  foldiers.     During  this  time, 
Levitfki,  who  was  placed  as  a  guard  on  Couturier,  coldly  faid 
to  him  :  "  Ne  timcas,  peccatum  effet  contra  fpiritum  fan&um 
"  malefacere  viro  probo  ficut  te.     lite  habuit  quod  merebat ; 
fc  erat  inimicus  magiftri.    Inimicus  magiftri  eft  inimicus  Dei  $ 
"  et.pu.to  me  non  peccaffe  interficiendo  eum."     The  afiaffins 
then  proceeded  to  divide  the  effects  of  the  two  travellers  be- 
tween them,  and  carried  Couturier  into  the  ruffian  fortrefs  of 
Sonneftein,    whence    on  being  difcharged,   he  was   affured 
that,  if  he  ever  fpoke  a  word  of  thea'ffaffination  of  Sairit-Clair, 
they  had  means  for  feizing  him  and  puniihing  him,,  wherever 
he  ihould  happen  to  be. 

*  The.  26th  of  Auguft,  1789, 

1  ethers, 
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others,  opened  their  batteries,  and  fought  valiantly 
for  near  four  hours  *. 

The  ruffian  veffel  -{•,  commanded  by  the  englifh. 
captain  Prefton,  had  a  hundred  and  iixty  men 
killed  or  wounded.  Three  cannons  burft  on  his 
upper  deck,  which  occalioned  the  death  of  feveral 
of  his  people  :  but  the  intrepid  Prefton  remained 
calm,  gave  the  necerTary  orders,  and  continued 
the  fight. 

Another  englifh  captain,  Frederic  Theftger, 
who  commanded  a  fhip  of  iixty-fix  guns  J, 
bravely  maintained  the  combat  againft  vice-ad- 
miral Modee  §,  a  gallant  Swede. 

The  next  day  Lilienhorn,  who  might  with  his 
divifion  have  cut  off  that  of  the  ruffian  vice-ad- 
miral Moufchin  Poufhkin,  neglected  that  advan- 
tage || ,  which  would  doubtlefs  have  prevented  the 
difafters  which  foon  after  befell  the  fwedifh  fleet. 

Captain  Tchitchoukof,  who  had  the  command 
of  a  flotilla,  got  pofTeffion  of  the  important  ftation 
of  Porkala,  which  was  kept  by  the  Ruffians  till 
the  approach  of  winter. 

*  It  was  in  this  aftion  that  the  brave  Molofsky,  natural  fon 
of  count  Ivan  Chernichef,  was  killed.  He  commanded  the 
Mftiflaf,  the  Avenging  Glory,  of  74  guns. 

•J:  Named  Deris,  the  Quarrelfome. 

%  The  Vuifche  Slava,  or  the  High  Glory. 

§  He  was  afterwards  governor  of  Stockholm. 

|[  Lilienhorn  was  tried  and  degraded  for  it  by  a  court  mar- 
tial. 

The 
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The  Swedes  having  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  gallies 
and  gun-boats,  the  emprefs  oppofed  to  them  one 
of  iimilar  conftruction,  under  the  command  ot 
the  prince  of  NafTau,  who  had  quitted  the  Liman  * 
and  the  Euxine  for  that  purpofe  ;  having  like- 
wife,  as  it  was  faid,  had  fome  differences  with 
prince  Potemkin. 

The  ruffian  gallies  fell  in,  by  furprife,  with  the 
fwedifh  gallies  near  Rogenfalm  ;  and  prince  Naf- 
fau,  always  affifted  by  the  counfels  of  Varage  -j-, 
captain  Winter,  and  a  milanefe  officer,  the  che- 
valier de  Litta  J,  gained  the  ruffian  flag  a  fecond 
victory.     Winter,  to  whom  the  fuccefs  of  this 

*  A  broad  lake,  formed  by  the  Dniepr  and  the  Bogue,  be- 
fore their  junction  with  the  Euxine ;  and  which  is  itfelf  lb 
confiderable  a  piece  of  water  as  to  be  diftinguifhed  by  the  name 
of  the  Liman  fea. 

f  Some  time  after  this  action,  Varage,  having  gone  amore 
to  reconnoitre  the  pofition  of  the  fwedifh  fleet  lying  at  anchor, 
was  met  by  a  party  of  Bafchkirs,  ferving  in  the  ruffian  army, 
who,  obferving  him  to  be  wrapped  up  in  a  blue  cloak,  took 
him  for  a  Swede  and  killed  him.  This  done,  they  carried  to 
general  Numfen  thecrofs  of  St.  Charles  of  Spain  and  the  crols 
of  St.  George  of  Rnffia,  with  which  Varage  was  decorated, 
and  which  they  miftook  for  fwedifh  orders. 

J  The  chevalier  de  Litta,  a  Milanefe,  commander  of  the 
order  of  Malta,  is  vice-admiral  of  the  galley-fleet.  He  is  faid 
to  have  furnifhed  a  great  number  of  plans  which  ftill  remain 
unexecuted.  He  is  a  man  of  coloflal  flature,  and  fond  of 
talking. 


day 
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day  was  principally  owing,  was  ft  ruck  by  a  can- 
non-ball, and  died  of  the  wound  *? 

During  this  engagement*  between  the  galley* 
fleets,  the  Ruffians  had  attacked  the  fwediffi. 
army,  itill  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Frederikf- 
ham.  Their  advantages  by  land  were  not  lefs 
confiderable  than  thofe  by  fea ;  and  they  forced 
the  trpops  of  Guftavus  to  evacuate  ruffian  Fin- 
land. 

The  fwedifh  monarch,  having  collected  freflx 
forces,  was  preparing  for  a  fecond  i ovation  of  the 
ruffian  territory  :  but  Catharine  had  time  to  put 
them  in  a  ftate  of  defence.  The  two  armies  met ; 
and  the  Ruffians,  commanded  by  general  Num.- 
fen  -f*,  gained  a  complete  victory. 

*  The  merits  of  captain  Winter,  as  a  feaman,  were  uni- 
versally acknowledged.  The  prince  of  Naffau  was  extremely, 
jealous  of  him ;  Potemkin  did  not  like  him  ;  and  Popof,  fecre- 
tary  to  the  latter,  was  much  afraid  pf  him,  became  Winter 
once  clenched  his  fift  at  him.  The  fame  fhot  that  carried 
away  Winter's  arm  killed  colonel  Apraxin  and  one  of  the 
rowers. 

f  General  Numfen  is  a  Dane,  and  has  been  long  employed 
in  the  ruffian  fervice.  —  It  was  on  this  occafion  that  the  fa- 
mous contractor  Denizof,  general  of  the  Kozaks,  carried  off 
the  king  of  Sweden's  baggage- waggons.  At  the  peace  that 
monarch  defired  to  know  who  it  was  that  deprived  him  of 
his  fhirts ;  and  when  the  old  Kozak  was  prefented  to  him,  he 
ihewed  him  many  civilities. 

5  J79®° 


4 

l/79°'J  EMPRESS   CATHARI^Eai>  2$$ 

1790.  Guftavus  was  not  difcouraged  by  his 
hte  feries  of  ill  fuccefs ;  but  went  in  perfon  oil 
board  the  galley-fleet,  to  go  in  que  ft  of  the  prince 
of  Naflau;  from  whom,  after  a  defperate  battle, 
he  captured  thirty  veffels.  Not  long  after,  he  dif- 
cmbarked,  at  the  diftance  of  not  more  than  thirty 
miles  from  Petersburg,  feveral  battalions  of  in- 
fantry and  fome  fquadrons  of  light  troops,  with 
which  he  took  pofTeffion  of  the  important  poft  of 
Pardakofsky,  which  opened  to  him  an  entrance 
into  the  ruffian  Savolax.  The  residence  Was  a  fe- 
cond  time  ftruck  with  confternation ;  during 
which  the  emprefs  was  at  Tzariko-felo,  and  never 
quitted  that  country-palace.  But  fhe  gave  orders 
to  general  Igelfrrcem,  who  commanded  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  Ivan  Soltikof,  to  fpare  nothing  for  re- 
capturing Pardakofsky.  Igelftrcem  immediately 
marched  againft  this  poft  a  column  of  eight  thou- 
fand  chofen  men,  trufting  the  command  of  them, 
to  the  brave  prince  of  Anhalt-Bernburg,  who  was 
killed  at  the-firft  onfet,  together  with  Ba'i'kof,  the 
fecond  in  command.  The  eight  thoufand  Ruffians 
fought  with  the  utmoft  intrepidity,  and  loft  the 
half  of  their  company,  without  being  able  to  dis- 
lodge two  thoufand  Swedes  who  guarded  the  poft. 
Thefe  Swedes,  however,  would  have  fallen  vic- 
tims to  their  valour,  if  the  thaw  that  came  on 
had  not  hindered  the  Ruffians  from  renewing  the 
attack,  with  a  far  greater  force, 

vol.  in.  s  The 
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The  grand  fleet  of  the  Swedes,  commanded  by 
the  duke  of  Sudermania,  purfued  the  ruffian 
fquadron  in  the  very  port  of  Reval  *.  This  act 
of  imprudence  cofr.  them  two  of  their  fhips  -f-.  But 
this  miitake  was  followed  by  one  cf  greater  mag- 
nitude, as  attended  with  more  danger.  They 
conducted,  into  the  gulph  of  Vyborg  both  their 
fquadron  of  men  of  war  and  the  galley- fleet,  com- 
manded by  Guftavus  III.  By  this  ill-judged  Hep 
the  entire  deftruclion  of  the  fwediih  navy  feemed 
inevitable  :  but  it  was  faved  by  two  ruffian  admi- 
rals, Chitfchagof  and  the  prince  of  NaflTau. 

Admiral  Chitfchagof,  who  had  under  his  com- 
mand a  fleet  far  more  numerous  than  that  of  the 
Swedes,  neglected  to  provide  with  batteries  the 
only  two  paffages  by  which  it  was  poffible  for  the 
Swedes  to  efcape  J.     Thefe  latter,  who  were  in- 

abfolute 

*  On  the  fame  day  that  Guftavus  took  Pardakofsky  by 
furpriie,  May  12,  1790. 

■\  The  Prince  Charles,  of  fixly-four  guns,  furrendered  to  the 
Ruffians.  Another,  a  feventy-fpuE  gup  fhip,  ran  a-ground,  and 
the  crew  fet  fire  to  her,  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands  or 
the  enemy. 

\  A  fvvifs  officer,  fiamed  Peliffier,  who  had  been  captain- 
of  a  fhip  iu  Holland,  pointed  out  to  the  generals  Soltikof  and 
Zuchteller  the  propereft  place  for  fixing  the  batteries,  telling 
them,  that  the  Swedes  would  infallibly  conic  cut  as  foon  as 
the  wind  fhould  change  to  tlie  eaft.  Chitfchagof  refuted  to 
au  thorite  him  to  give  the  twenty-four  pounders  which  he  had 
offered.     The  fame  officer  was  quite  alone  with  a  1'mall  frigate 

in 
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abfolute  want  of  proviiions,  and  could  not  have 
long  remained  in  the  gulf,  attempted  to  make 
their  way  out  by  fetting  fire  to  the  ruffian  fqua- 
dron  that  blocked  up  the  paffiage.  The  wind 
coming  favourably  round  to  the  earl,  they  got 
ready  and  fent  a  flre-fhip  to  lead  the  van  *,  in 
order  to  force  the  ruffians  to  difperfe  4\  But  the 
fire-fhip  fc ruck  upon  a  land-bank  and  did  no  harm 
to  the  Ruffians,  while  they  fet  fire  to  feveral  of 
the  fwedilh  fhips  which  the  wind  forcibly  drove 
towards  them.  Nine  fhips  of  the  line,  three  fri- 
gates, and  upwards  of  twenty  gallies,  fell  into  the 
power  of  the  Ruffians. 

This  aclion  was  particularly  fatal  to  the  britifh 
officers.  Captain  Denifon,  a  gallant  and  fkiiful 
commander,  had  his  head  fhot  off  by  a  cannon- 
ball  ;  captain   Marihall,  in  attempting   to   board 


in  the  midfl  of  the  fwedifh  flotilla,  while  it  was  retreating ; 
doing  them  great  injury  by  taking  no  lels  than  one  thoufand 
three  hundred  men,  nine  chebeks,  and  four  galiies.  The 
jealoufy  of  the  admiral  {titled  the  luttre  of  this  brilliant 
a&ion. 

*  The  3d  of  July,  1790. 

•f  The  firefhip  was  commanded  by  a  fwedifh  officer,  named 
Saldern,  who  was  tried  by  a  court-martial  and  degraded. 
The  contriver  of  the  ftratagem  was  fir  Sidney  Smith,  who 
afterwards  burnt  the  frcnch  fleet  at  Toulon,  attempted  to 
fet  fire  to  Havre,  efcaped  from  the  prifon  of  the  Temple 
at  Paris,  where  he  was  confined,  and  at  prefent  commands  a 
fmall  fquadron  at  Constantinople. 

s  2  one 
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one  of  the  enemy's  mips,  fell  into  the  fea  and  was 
d  )wned;  captain  Miller,  equally  bold  and  enter- 
was  feverely  wounded  in  his  leg  ;  captain 
A&ifi,  irkewife  a  ipirited  and  brave  Commander, 
had  his  thigh-bone  mattered  fo  as  to  render  am- 
putation necelFary,  and  about  four  years  after-6 
wards  died   of  an  epidemic    fever  at   Cronftadt. 

ral  others  were  feverely  wounded  ;  and  captain 
James  Trevenen,    after   having   gallantly   diftin- 

hed  himfelf  in  the  action,  was  mortally 
wounded  by  the  laft  fhot  fired  by  the  enemy,  and 
ditd    on  the   fifth  day  after  *.     He  had  already 

made 

*  This  gentleman  was  a  native  of  Cornwall,  and  of  a  very 
refpecfable  family  in  that  county.  After  receiving  his  edu- 
cation at  the  royal  academy  at  Portfmouth,  in  the  year  1776, 
he  embarked  as  a  midfhipman  with  captain  Cook,  on  his  laft 
yoyage  to  the  fouth  feas.  In  taking  ailronomical  obfervations, 
and  furveying  the  various  coafts,  he  proved  an  able  affifiant 
tc  that  great  navigator,  who  juftly  confidered  him  as  a  young 
man  of  ample  promife  to  do  honour  to  the  fervice  and  to  his 
country.  On  his  return  from  mat  expedition  in  17S0,  he 'was 
promoted  by  the  earl  of  Sandwich  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant ; 
in  which  capacity  he  failed,  till  the  concluiion  of  the  war, 
with  captain  King,  who  had  the  higheft  eileem  and  friend- 
fhip  for  him.  Being  impatient  of  an  inactive  life,  in  the 
year  1787  he  follicited  employment  of  lord  Howe,  then  at 
the  head  of  the  admiralty ;  but,  unfortunately  for  the  naval 
fervice  of  his  country,  his  application  proved  ineffectual. 
This  refuial  induced  him  to  draw  up  a  plan  of  difcoveryj; 
and,  knowing  that  a  great  laving  would  accrue  to  the  ruffian 
government  from  fending  by  water  the  provifions  for  their 
fettlements,  which  now  go  by  land  to  Kamtfliatka,  &c.   at  a 

great 
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made  himfelf  matter  of  the  pofts   of  Hanhoud, 
near  Abo,  and  of  Borefund,  near  Sveaborg,  and 


great  expence,  and  that  two  thirds  of  them  are  often  fpoiled, 
he  made  a  propofal  for  opening  an  intercourfe  by  fea  between 
Kamtfhatka  and  Japan,  and  the  northern  parts  of  China, 
and  for  keeping  in  thofe  feas  a  naval  force  fufficient  to  make 
themfelves  refpe&ed;  which  was  laid  before  the  emprefs 
Catharine,  and  fo  well  approved  of  by  her,  that  the  imme- 
diately fent  an  officer  exprefs  to  invite  him  over  to  carry  it 
into  execution.  He  arrived  at  Peterfburg  the  latter  end  of 
1787  ;  but  the  war  widi  the  Swedes  breaking  oat  put  a  Hop 
to  the  intended  expedition,  and  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  ac- 
cept the  command  of  a  fhip  of  the  line.  Two  fmall  fquadrons 
had  been  fitted  out  at  Cronitadt  for  Kamtfhatka ;  one  of  them 
to  be  commanded  by  captain  Trevenen,  and  was  to  go  round 
cape  Horn  ;  the  other  by  captain  Molofsky,  who  was  to 
double  the  cape  of  Good  Hope.  It  fhould  fee  n  as  if  the 
emprefs  a£led  in  conjunction  with  the  court  of  Spain,  for 
Molofsky  was  to  proceed  to  the  Philippines  to  purchafe  large 
yeflels  from  the  Spaniards.  It  fhould  be  here  obferved>  that 
the  Ruffians  claim  the  coaft  of  America  to  a  confiderable  dis- 
tance fouth  :  they  have  not  themfelves  determined  how  far  ; 
this  probably  may  hereafter  be  fixed  by  the  advantage  they 
may  promiie  themfelves  from  the  country  which  they  claim. 
In  the  various  engagements  that  afterwards  took  place  in  the 
Baltic  with  the  Swedes,  captain  Trevenen  bore  a  very  active 
part,  and  was  honoured  with  repeated  marks  of  the  emprefs's 
favour ;  and  doubtlefs,  had  he  lived,  would  foon  have  arrived 
at  the  foremofl  rank  in  her  fervice.  He  was  a  man  of  ftrong 
natural  abilities,  greatly  improved  by  cultivation ;  and 
poffefled  a  high  fenle  of  honour,  and  a  liberal  enlightened 
mind. 

s   x  com- 
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commanded  one  of  the  five  moored  in  thenarroweft 
paiTage  of  the  bay  of  Vyborg  *. 

The  remainder  of  the  fwedifh  gallies  retreated 
behind  the  rocks  of  Schvenko-fund,  which  form 
feveral  petty  Ides  on  a  level  with  the  water's  edge. 
The  prince  of  NafTau,  whofe  fleet  was  twice  as 
itrong  as  that  of  Guftavus,  advanced  to  give  him 
battle.  His  unfkilfulnefs  offered  an  immenfe  ad- 
vantage to  the  Swedes  ;  he  was  completely  beaten, 
and  loft  the  half  of  his  fleet,  with  more  than  ten 
thoafand  men.  However,  his  arrogance  and  va- 
nity did  not  forfake  him.  Imagining  that  the 
people  under  his  command  had  fuffered  themfelves 
to  be  beaten  purpofely  to  tarnifh  his  glory  -f~,  he 
wrote  to  -the  emprefs  : — "  Madam,  I  have  had 
"  the  misfortune  to  fight  againft  the  elements, 
(C  the  Swedes,  and  the  Ruffians.  I  hope  that 
<s  your  majefty  will  do  me  juftice." 

*  The  9th  pf  July,  1790. — In  fpeaking  of  the  two  paflages 
of  the  bay  of  Vyborg,  it  is  not  to  be  underftood  that  it  is  on 
account  of  the  nearnefs  of  the  coafts,  but  becaufe  of  the 
fh  allows. 

f  The  truth  of  the  matter  is,  that  the  ruffian  crews  had, 
for  the  laft  fix  days,  been  worn  out  with  fatigue  ;  and,  with- 
out leaving  them  the  leaft  time  for  repofe,  the  prince  of  Naf- 
fau  forced  them  to  attack  the  Swedes,  who  were  not  only 
pofted  behind  the  recks  at  water-mark,  but,  recovered  from 
their  panic,  refrefhed  and  reinforced  by  the  junction  of  feve- 
ral fiiips.  Four  thoufand  Ruffians  perifhed  in  the  action, 
and  an  equal  number  made  prifoners.  They  loft  one  third 
of  the  galley-fleet,  many  of  which  either  blew  up  or  were 
iunk. 

The 
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The  emprefs  returned  him  for  anfwer  :  "  You 
"  are  in  the  right,  becaufe  lam  refolved  that  you 
"  ihall  be  (o.  This  is  highly  ariftocratic  ;  but 
**  it  is  therefore  fuitable  to  the  country  in  which 
"  we  live.    Depend  always  on  your  affectionate 

"  Catharine." 

Thus   were  the   Ruffians  at  length   defeated, 
partly,  it  may  be  faid,  on   their   own   element, 
and  entirely   in  their  own  favourite   manner  of 
righting,   in  which  they  were  deemed  irrefiftible  ; 
fo  that  as  the  Swedes  formerly  taught  them  to 
conquer  by  land,  they  now  in  return  taught  the 
Swedes  to  beat  themfelves  in  this  new  fevere  mode 
of  deciding  the   fortune  of  war.     The  prince  of 
Naffau  likewife,  who  had  plumed  himfelf  highly 
on  being  the  king  of  Sweden's   direct  adverfary, 
and  who  fhewed  fome  evident  marks  of  ofcentation 
on  his  fucceffes  againft  him,  was  now  compelled 
to  lower  his  creii,  and  to  reiign  his  laurels  to  a 
fuperior  foe.     The  fcanty  provifion  made  for  him 
afterwards  by  the  emprefs  *,  whofe  ufual  magni- 
ficence, expence,  and  liberality,  being  consider- 
ed, fufhxiently  fhews  that  this  misfortune  ferved 
much  to  wear  away  tjie  memory  of  his  former  ex~ 

*  The  emprefs  had  conferred  on  prince  Naffau  the  rank 
of  admiral  of  the  galley-fleet  of  the  Baltic,  an  eftate  in  land 
with  four  thoufand  peafants  upon  it,  a  palace  in  town,  and  a 
penfion  of  twelve  thoufand  rubles.  All  this  however  did  not 
prevent  him  from  quitting  the  fervice  of  Rufiia  for  that  of 
Pruffia. 

S  4  ploits. 
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pipits.  Indeed,  few  things  could  have  gone  nearer 
to  the  heart  of  the  emprefs  than  this  defeat. 

The  battle  of  Schvenko-fund  accelerated  a  peace. 
Guftavus  III.  by  this  time  faw  the  imprudence  of 
his  conduct,  and  no  longer  indulged  the  expecta- 
tion that  the  war  which  he  had  declared  againft  the 
Ruffians  could  be  attended  with  any  great  fuc- 
cefs,  and  make  a  ufeful  diverfion  in  behalf  of  the 
Turks.'  He  was  rather  apprehenfive  left  the  Ruf- 
fians might  take  advantage  of  the  deftrucrion  of 
his  navy,  of  the  difordered  Hate  of  his  finances, 
and  of  the  difcontent  of  the  fwedifh  nobles,  to  in- 
vade his  dominions :  accordingly  he  made  no 
hefitation  to  accept  the  terms  that  were  offered 
him  on  the  part  of  the  emprefs. 

Galvez,  the  minifter  of  Spain  at  the  court  of 
Ruffia,  offered  his  mediation  to  Catharine,  and 
sealoufly  employed  his  good  offices  in  obtaining 
favourable  conditions,  by  promising  that  Guftavus 
would  directly  march  againft  the  French.  This 
vjas  all  that  the  emprefs  defi  red  ;  and,  feigning  to 
pardon  her  enemy,  in  hope  of  feeing  him  entangle 
himfclf  in  a  diftant  adventure,  flie  blinded  him 
the  more  to  her  views  by  affecting  an  uncommon 
generofity.  She  required  nothing  more  than  the 
re-eftabliihment  of  the  treaties  of  Neuftadt  and 
Abo  *,  and  the  total  oblivion  of  the  late  hoftili» 

¥  At  leaft  there  was  but  little  difference.     The  ruffian 
Jimits  were  extended  as  far  as  Kymenegorod. 

ties, 
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ties.     The  treaty  was  accordingly  figned  at  Varela 
without  delay  % 

The  general  heads  of  accommodation  were 
thus  fettled  between  the  principals  themfelves ;  it 
was  in  the  full:  inftance  laid  down  as  a  rule,  that 
the  allies  on  either  fide  were  not  to  be  confulted, 
nor  reference  had  to  any  mediation  whatever,  but 
that  the  peace  fhould  be  the  immediate  act,  and 
proceed  from  the  fpontaneous  will  of  the  two 
•  fovereigns,  without   foreign  advice  or  confulta- 

*  The  T4th  of  Auguft.     General  I  gel  ftroem  on  the  part  of 
Ruflia,  and  lieutenant-general  baron  Armfeldt  on  that  of  Swe- 
den, were,  without   lols    of  time,  appointed   to   confer  and 
fettle  the  terms  of  peace.     They  met  on  the  banks  of  the  Ky- 
mene,  in  a  large  tent  eredled  for  the  purpbfe  between  the 
advanced  polls  of  the  two  hofdle  camps,  on  the  plain  of  Vare- 
la.    As  the  commiili oners  had  not  much  bufineis  to  fettle,  and 
their  principals  were  alike  eager  for  a  fpeedy  accommoda- 
tion, the  negotiations  could  not  be  tedious.     A  fufpeniion  of 
arms  was  immediately  agreed  on ;  and  fhortly  after  the  terms 
of  peace  were  concluded  and  figned,  the  ratifications  being  to 
be  exchanged  in  fix.  days.     This  new  treaty  placed  matters 
exactly  in  the  fame  ftate  they  had  been  in  before  the  war. 
All  the   ancient  treaties,  or  more  properly  thole  which  had 
been  concluded  lince  the  reign  of  Charles  XII.  were'  renewed 
and  confirmed.     If  any  change  at  ail  took  place,  it  was  ordy 
with  refpeit  to  the  recognition,  or  perhaps  farther  fpecification, 
of  a  claufe  in  one  of  the  earlier!  of  thofe  treaties,  by  which  the 
.    Swedes  were  to  be  allowed  to  purchafe  corn  free  of  duties  in 
Livonia,  whenever  that  commodity  exceeded  a  certain  price  ip 
their  own  country  ;  a  condition  which   Ruffia  had  hitherto 
made  little  fcurple  of  violating  upon  the  mo't  trying  and  dif- 
treiling  occafions.     The  frontiers  were  to  be  left  precifely  in 
•the  fame  ftate  they  were  in  previous  to  the  war. 

tipn ; 
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tion  ;  this  equally  fuiting  the  pride  of  one,  and 
the  peculiar  circumftances  of  the  other,  with  re- 
ipecl  to  thofe  allies  whom  he  was  now  unexpect- 
edly deferting.  It  is  likewife  to  be  obferved,  that 
the  emprefs  was  as  little  pleafed  or  fatisfied  with 
the  conduct  of  her  ally  Leopold,  as  the  king  was 
with  that  of  Great  Britain  or  Pruffia. 

During  the  war  of  Finland,  Catharine  had  at 
once  an  opportunity  for  difplaying  her  clemency 
and  her  feverity.     Some   fwedifh   officers,    em- 
ployed as  teachers   in  the  cadet- corps  at  Peterf- 
burg,  prefumed   to   carry  on   a   correfpondence 
with  their  countrymen,  in  which  they  fpoke  of 
the  emprefs  with  great  boldnefs,  though  probably 
with  much  truth.     Their  letters  were  intercepted 
and   carried   to    her    majefty,    who    read    them 
through.    The  Swedes  were  immediately  arrefted, 
and  examined    by   Stepan    Ivanovitch   Schifch- 
kofsky  *,  head  of  the  fecret  commiffion,  and  by 
a  worthy  military  officer  whom  the  emprefs  joined 
with  him  in  order  to  moderate  his  favage  difpofi- 
tion.     The  crime  was  proved,  and  the  guilty  had 
certainly  merited  the  punifhment  of  death.     Yet 
the  emprefs  was  fatisfied  with  fending  them  into 
her  interior   provinces,   continuing  to  them  the 

*  If  it  were  the  fafhion  to  believe  in  the  metemfychofis, 
it  might  be  imagined  that  the  ibul  ofthecauftic  and  barbarous 
St.  Dominic  had  paffed  into  the  body  of  Stepan  Ivanovitch 
Schifchkofsky. 

whole 
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whole  of  their  appointments,  and  at  the  peace  Ihe 
fent  them  into  their  own  country  *. 

At  the  fame  time  Radifchef,  a  director  of  the 
cuftoms  at  Peterfburg,  publiftied  the  narrative  of 
a  journey  from  Peterfburg  to  Mofco,  in  which  he 
feigned  to  have  had  a  dream,  wherein  Truth  ap- 
peared to  him,  and  bade  him  deliver  fuch  repre- 
fentations,  in  which  the  unbounded  authority  of 
Potemkin  was  energetically  depicted,  and  where 
he  had  even  dared  to  attack  the  emprefs.  This 
was  the  firft  printed  libel  that  ever  appeared  at 
Peterfburg  ;  and,  what  is  extremely  remarkable, 
confidering  the  frrict  obfervation  that  is  kept  over 
the  prefs,  it  was  fold  on  the  Exchange  by  hawkers 
for  two  days  together  at  the  price  of  twenty 
kopeeks,  with  the  imprimatur  of  the  public 
licencer  upon  it,  before  it  attracted  the  notice  of 
government.  Inquiries  being  made  about  it,  the 
officer  of  the  police  whofe  bulinefs  it  is  to  licence 
publications  faid,  that  he  locked  at  the  manu- 
fcript,  faw  that  it  was  the  account  of  a  journey  to 
Mofco,  ftampt  it  with  his  imprimatur,  and 
thought  no  more  of  it.  Though  Radifchef  had 
printed  the  pamphlet  in  his  own  lodgings,  with 
the  types  of  the  cuftom-houfe  prefs  -f~,  yet  he  was 

*  This  fa£t  was  related  to  the  author  by  the  brave  fwedifh 
admiral  Wachtmeifter,  taken  by  the  Ruffians  in  the  fea-fight 
off  Hohgland. 

t  All  the  public  inftitutions  almoft  have  printing-rooms  be- 
longing to  them. 

prefently 
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prefently  difcovered,  and,  on  being  interrogated 
concerning  it,  he  limply  replied,  that  he  con- 
ceived there  was  no  harm  in  publifhing  a  dream, 
and  that,  if  people  faw  their  own  reiemblances  in 
it,  he  was  no  more  in  fault  than  a  man  who  mould 
hold  up  a  mirror  for  every  one  to  look  in  that 
pleafed.  At  this  the  emprefs  was  fo  incenfed  that 
he  was  fent  to  Siberia.  It  was  certainly  a  fhocking 
piece  of  infolence,  but  fuch  an  one  as  Frederic  II. 
would  have  only  laughed  at. 

Count  Alexander  Voicntzof  and  princefs  Dafh- 
kof  his  Hirer,  the  known  patrons  of  Radifchef, 
were  fufpecled  of  having  mitigated  him  to  this 
publication.  The  former  was  even  expofed  to  the 
examination  of  the  feeret  commiflion ;  and  from 
that  time  both  the  one  and  the  other  loft  much  of 
their  confequence  at  court. 

Thus  Catharine  behaved  to  the  Swedes  with  an 
apparent  generality  ;  becaufe  fhe  wanted  to  gain 
partizans  in  Sweden  ;  while  me  could  fometimea 
put  on  a  terrible  afpecl  to  the  nation  already  in  fu,b- 
miilion  to  her  power. 

It  will  afford  no  caufe  of  furprife  that  the  peace 
occalioned  much  joy  at  Stockholm,  when  it  is 
known  that  the  public  rejoicings  at  Peterfburg 
were  carried  to  an  extreme,  which  feemed  little 
confident,  either  with  the  pride  of  that  court,  or 
with  the  contempt  with  which  it  had  fo  recently 
affected  to  regard  and  treat  its  late  adverfary  and 
new  friend.     Among  other  instances  of  this,  ^ 

graiHj 
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grand  Te  Deum  was  performed  in  the  kazanfki 
church,  to  aflift  at  the  celebration  cf  which  the 
emprefs  came  in  perfon  from  Tzariko-felo,  as  did 
the  grand  duke  from  Pavlofsky,  and  moft  of  the 
nobility  from  their  refpeclive  country  relidences ; 
the  whole  court  being  for  that  day  and  night  in 
the  utmofl  fplendor  of  gala  ;  while  the  whole  city 
was  blazing  with  illuminations,  and  re-echoing 
with  acclamations  of  joy.  The  magnificence  like- 
wife  with  which  the  emprefs  honoured  and  re- 
warded the  negotiators  on  both  fides  who  con- 
cluded the  peace,  fufficiently  teftified  how  much, 
Hie  found  herfelf  interested  in  that  event. 

But  the  war  of  the  Ruffians  with  Sweden  h^fe 
detained  us  from  that  which  they  were  carrying  on 
againft  the  ottoman  porte.  We  fhall  now  return 
to  it.  The  grand  lignior  Abdul  Achmed  IV.  was 
dead*,  and  the  fon  of  fultan  Muftapha,  his 
brother  and  predeceiTor,  had  afcended  the  throne 
under  the  name  of  Selim  III.  -f- 

Abdul 

*  This  excellent  fovereign,  being  taken  fuddenly  ill  in  the 
ftreet,  dropped  down,  and,  notwithstanding  the  aid  of  medi- 
cine, expired  early  the  following  morning,  April  7,  1789. 
His  diforder  feerned  to  have  been  a  kind  of  apoplexy,  though 
his  death,  as  is  cuftomary  in  fuch  circumstances,  with  refpect 
to  princes,  was  attributed  to  poifon. 

t  Selim  III.  was  at  that  time  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  and 
had  been,  with  the  greatest  integrity  and  honour,  brought  up 
and  educated  by  his  uncle  moft  carefully,  with  a  view  to  the 
fucceffion,  in  prejudice  to  his  own  issue,  but  in  a  pious  con- 
formity 
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Abdul  Achmed  IV.  had  departed  entirely  from 
that  intolerable  haughtinefs  and  arrogance,  thofe 


formity  with  the  laft  requeft  of  his  dying  brother  and  prede- 
ceflbr.  Selim,  of  whom  great  hopes  feemed  to  have  been 
formed,  as  if  deftined  to  reftore  the  fortune  and  greatnefs  of 
the  empire,  foon  fhewed  himfelf  equally  unworthy  of  the 
education  which  he  received,  and  of  the  inviolable  integrity 
which  his  uncle  had  diiplayed  in  his  favour.  The  opening  of 
his  reign  was  fullied  by  avarice  and  rapacity,  and  his  throne 
deeply  flamed  by  cruelty  and  blood.  The  wealth  of  the  grand 
vizir  Yufluf  pafha,  which  was  eftimated  at  about  a  million 
fterling,  pointed  him  out  as  one  of  the  firft  objects  for  the 
gratification  of  thefe  fordid  and  inhuman  pafiions.  Inftead  of 
accepting  his  wealth  as  the  price  of  his  life,  his  blood  was 
doomed  to  be  facrificed  to  his  treafure.  —  This  great  minifter 
*and  general  was  feized  at  the  head  of  the  grand  army  at  Ruf- 
chiuk,  and  being  conveyed  prifoner  to  Conftantinople,  wa3 
fentenced  to  baniihment  and  to  the  forfeiture  of  his  treafures ; 
but  this  puniflmienL  being,  upon  reflection,  thought  too  mild, 
he  was  murdered  on  the  way  to  the  place  of  his  exile,  and  his 
head  being  brought  back  in  triumph,  was  hung  up  to  orna- 
ment the  gates  or  walls  of  the  fcraglio.  Confifcations  and 
executions  were  now  become  fafhionable,  and  their  terror 
was  leffened  by  their  frequency}  while  diftance  or  obfcurity 
could  only  afford  protection  againft  the  rapacity  and  cruelty  of 
the  new  fultan.  The  violent  fpirit  of  caprice  and  innovation 
with  which  he  was  poffefled,  was  Itill  perhaps  more  ruinous 
to  the  empire  than  even  this  vile  fyftem  of  government.  Every 
thino-  his  uncle  or  the  late  grand  vizir  had  done  or  eftablifhed, 
was  altered  or  overthrow^  and,  excepting  the  capudan-pafha, 
or  grand  admiral,  every  man  war,  diipofleiled  of  his  office  who 
was  qualified  to  hold  it.  —  He  afterwards,  however,  corrected 
his  difpofition,  and  exhibited  himfelf  under  a  worthier  cha- 
racter. 

*•  unjuft 
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unjuft  and  cruel  maxims  of  policy,  and  thatftem 
ferocious  difpofition,  which  had  rendered  fo  many 
of  his  predecefibrs  the  objects  of  dread  and  ab- 
horrence to  mankind.  Humanity,  beneficence, 
and  juftice,  were  the  leading  traits  of  his  charac- 
ter ;  and  he  feemed  a  new  graft  upon  the  ottoman 
frock.  He  had  received  his  education  in  the 
feraglio  at  Scutari,  near  the  capital,  where,  be- 
iides  the  learning  common  to  his  country  and  re- 
ligion, in  the  turkim,  arabic,  and  greek,  he  had 
been  early  initiated  in  the  fciences  and  languages 
of  feveral  of  the  countries  of  chriftenclom  ;  he 
fpoke  the  italian,  fpanilh,  and  french  languages 
with  tolerable  fluency,  but  read  and  underftood 
them  all  perfectly.  This  facility  of  converfation 
undoubtedly  contributed  to  render  him  fo  fond  as 
he  was  of  the  company  of  intelligent  Europeans  \ 
a  gratification  which  feemed  to  form  one  of  his 
rnoft  pleafing  amufements.  He  read  much,  but 
gave  a  decided  preference  to  hiftory  and  politics, 
beyond  all  other  ftudies.  Though  fcrupuloufly 
exact  in  his  obfervance  of  all  the  muffulman  reli- 
gious rites  and  duties,  yet  he  was  fufpected  of 
being afree  thinker;  whichperhaps  proceeded  from 
his  never  having  been  known  to  condemn,  or  to 
treat  with  ridicule  or  contempt,  the  religious  rites 
or  opinions  of  any  of  the  various  feels,  whether 
chriftian  or  other,  which  were  fpread  through  the 
wide  circuit  of  his  dominions.  On  the  contrary, 
he  appeared  the  common  father  of  them  all,  not 

only 
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only  protecting  them,' as  far  as  his  intelligence 
could  reach,  from  the  oppreffion  of  the  Turksy 
but  becoming  himfelf  occafionally  the  compofef 
of  their  religious  feuds,  and  the  mild  reftrainer  of 
their  violence. 

With  refpecl  to  government,  he  faw  perfectly,- 
and  deeply  lamented,  the  incorrigible  vices  and 
abufes  which  prevailed  in  every  part  of  the  em- 
pire,  and  which  were  fo  clofely  entwined  in  the 
conftitution  itfelf,  as.  not  to  afford  a  hope  of  his 
being;  able  to  eradicate,  or  even  to  reform  them  in- 
any  effectual  degree.    He  abhorred  the  janifYaries, 
as  an  iil-governed,  turbulent,  and  moft  dangerous 
body.     Their  entire  diflblution,  and  the  eirabliilt- 
tnent  of  the  military  force  of  the  empire  upori 
european  principles,  were  the  great  objects  of  his 
wilhes  through  the  courfe  of  his  reign  ;  and  if  it 
had  not  been  his  ill-fortune  to  have  lived  in  evil 
days,  and   in   a  bad   neighbourhood,    he   might 
poffibly  have  gone  greater  lengths  towards  their 
attainment  than  may  be  now  eafily  imagined.     He 
was  fond  of  peace,  becaufe  it  fuited  his  views,  in 
training  his  fubjects  to  the  purfuit  of  agriculture, 
manufactures,  and   commerce,  as  the  means  to 
render  them  rich  and  happy,  and  to  which  he 
gave  them  every  encouragement.     But  he.fuffi* 
ciently  fhewed  that  he  was  not  afraid  of  war,  when 
neceffity  required  that  fatal  decihon. 

We  have  the  teftimony  of  the  celebrated  count 
de  Vergennes,  late  prime  minlfter  of  France,  and 

formerly 
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formerly  ambafTador  at  the  porte,  (who  can  be 
confidered  as  no  incompetent  judge,)  that  Abdul 
Achmed  was  one  of  the  fineft  gentlemen  he  had 
ever  feen.  Europeans  were  aftonifhed  when  they 
heard  him  difcourfe  with  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  ftate  of  the  arts,  of  the  amufements,  and  of 
the  parties  in  their  refpeclive  countries  ;  when 
they  heard  him  talk  like  a  connoifTeur  of  the 
mulic,  operas,  and  paintings  of  Italy ;  of  the 
French  and  englifh  theatres ;  and  itill  more,  when 
he  flated  the  political  views  and  interests  of  the 
greater  nations,  and  talked  familiarly  of  the  french 
intrigues  in  England  and  Holland,  and  of  the 
factions  which  they  formed  or  nurfed  in  thofe 
countries.  His  favourite  and  happieft  parties  were 
formed  with  the  chriftian  minifters  at  the  porte  ; 
and  of  thefe,  the  marquis  de  Choifeul  Gouffier 
and  fir  Robert  Ainflie,  the  french  and  englifh 
ambafTadors,  feemed  to  hold  the  firfr,  place  In  his 
favour.  In  thefe  private  parties,  all  afTuroption 
of  ftate  and  dignity  was  laid  afide  ;  a  perfect 
equality  appeared,  and  the  moll  unrefrrved  free- 
dom of  converfation  took  place.  He  was  fond  of 
wine,  and  was  faid,  upon  thefe  occasions,  fome- 
times  to  indulge  it  to  exczk.  It  was  in  thefe 
moments  of  hilarity  that  he  laughingly  faid,  ((  if 
he  were  to  -become  an  infidel,  he  (houl'd  af- 
furedly  embrace  the  roman  catholic  commu- 
nion, for  that  all  the  bed  european  wines  grew, 
M  in  their  countries ;  and  indeed,  that  he  had 
vol,  in.  t  .  "  never 
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6{  never  heard  of  a  good  protefhnt  wine."—* 
Upon  the  whole,  Abdul  Achmed,  the  morning 
before  his  death,  might  have  been  fafely  claiTed 
among  the  beft  fovereigns  then  exifting. 

It  was  now  fuppofed,  and  with  great  likelihood 
juftly,  that  if  the  emprefs  failed  in  the  profecu- 
tion  of  her  grand  fcheme,  of  driving  the  Turks 
entirely  out  of  Europe,  and  placing  her  grandfon 
Conftantine  upon  the  throne  of  the  ancient  greek 
err-perors,  her  next  favourite  object,  and  not  much 
Idt  dear  to  her,  was  to  erect  the  noble  provinces 
of  Moldavia,  Valakhia,  and  BeiTarabia,  into  an 
independent  fovereignty,  for  her  great  favourite 
prince  Potermcin ;  whofe  perfonal  influence  and 
vaft  power,  already  nearly  fupreme,  had  long 
fpread  jealoufy  and  alarm,  if  not  through  the  em- 
pire, at  leaft  through  the  court,  and  among  the 
principal  nobility.  The  great  and  conftant  oppo- 
fitiori  which  ihe  met  with  from  the  allies,  was  un- 
doubtedly the  caufe  which  induced  the  emprefs 
at  length  to  abandon  this  delign :  and,  in  the 
place  of  an  independent  fovereignty  in  thefe  pro- 
vinces, to  footh  Potemkin's  ambition  for  the  pre- 
fent  by  appointing  him  hetman  of  the  kozaks,  an 
office  of  the  greateft  truft  and  power  in  the  em- 
pi  re,  which  likewife  carried  in  fome  fort  the  fem- 
blance  of  fovereignty ;  and  which  had  only  been 
filled  by  count  Razumofsky  linc.e  the  days  of  the 
celebrated  Mazeppa.  But,  in  what  regarded 
Otchakof,  the  Krimea,  the  Euxine,  and  all  other 

points 
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points  of  her  claim,  She  pcrfevered  in  maintaining 
the  fame  inflexible  obftinacy.  This  was  fo  much 
refented  by  the  allied  powers,  and  the  differences 
upon  the  fubject  rofe  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  Hufiia 
was  on  the  point  of  being  involved  in  a  war  with 
Great  Britain  and  Pruflia  ;  which  was  indeed  only 
prevented  by  the  powerful  opposition  and  clamour 
which  was  raifed  in  England  again  ft  the  intentions 
of  government. 

If  that  event  had  taken  place  at  a  certain  period, 
Sweden,  which  was  already  a  fore  thorn  in  the 
fide  of  Ruffia,  would  have  become  not  only  an 
equal,  but  a  fuperior  enemy.  Placed  by  his 
Situation  on  the  only  vulnerable  fide  of  that 
country,  and  fupported  by  englifh  fleets  and  pruf- 
fian  armies^  the  heroic  king  would  have  been 
enabled  to  carry  fire  and  fword  into  the  very  heart 
of  the  empire;  and  poflibly  to  produce  one  of 
thofe  extraordinary  revolutions,  for  which  that 
government  has  ever  been  fo  remarkable ;  an 
event  for  which  many  thought  the  people  were  at 
that  time  fully  ripe.  It  is  then  eafily  feen  of  what 
vaft  importance  it  was  to  the  court  of  Petersburg  to 
draw  off  Sweden  from  an  alliance,  which  was  ca- 
pable of  producing  fuch  dangerous  confequences  : 
at  the  fame  time,  though  comparatively  a  fmall 
consideration,  yet  a  very  favourite  one,  that  it 
would  enable  that  court  to  perfevere  in  its  native 
haughtinefs  with  refpecl  to  the  other  allies. 

t  2  The 
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The  emprefs,  fully  fenfible  of  the  value  of  thofe 
great  events  which  hung  upon  the  capture  of  Ot- 
chakof,  exceeded  even  her  own  uflial  mapniii- 
cence  in  the  rewards  which  flie  bellowed  upon  the 
fortunate  conquerors.  Catharine  fent  to  prince 
Potemkin  a  prefent  of  one  Ir.-n'dred  thoufand 
rubles,  befides  a  letter  of  thanks,  and  the  honour 
of  having  medals  itruck  to  eternize  his  glory,  with 
a  marmaL's  truncheon,  fet  with  diamonds  and  en- 
twined by  a  branch  of  laurel,  the  leaves  of  which 
were  gold.  Shortly  after  this  fhe  conferred  on  him 
the  title  of  hetman  of  the  kozaks,  which  the  ared 
Cyril  Razumofsky,  who  was  frill  living,  had  re- 
ligned  above  twenty  years  ago  #.  The  generals, 
prince  Repnin  and  Suv^ffof,  received  magnificent 
gold-hilted  fwords,  richly  fet  with  diamonds,  and 
the  latter  a  gorgeous  plume  of  brilliants  to  wear  in 
his  hat  ~f.  Eitates,  lots  of  peafants,  and  fums  of 
money,  were  diftributed  to  the  other  commanders ; 
gold-hilted  fwords  were  fhowered  upon  the  other 
officers  down  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  and 

'*  "When  Cyril  Razumofsky  refigned  to  Catharine  the  title 
of  hetman,  ihc  appointed  him  field  mnrihal. 

f  This  prelent  made  tomarfhal  Suvarof  muft  have  appeared 
the  more  ftrange,  as.,  in  order  to  gain  the  affection  of"  the 
foldiers,  he  affefited  great  fimplicity  and  coarfenefs  of  manners. 
He  was  feen  fometimes  to  take  off' his  fhirt  among  the  kozaks, 
bidding  them  to  hold  it  to  the  fire,,  faying  that  it  was  (he  heft 
way  of  killing  the  lemiiri. 

major  ; 
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major  ;  the  widow  of  an  artillery-colonel,  who 
was  flain  in  the  attack,  was,  with  her  children, 
conlbled  with, a  good  eftate ;  promotion  was  ex- 
tended to  officers  of  a  lower  order  ;  and  even  the 
non-commiflioncd  fubalterns,  and  common  fol- 
diers  who  had  entered  Otchakof,  were  ornamented 
with  filver  medals. 

Rewards  doubtlefs  adapted  to  roufe  agreatfpirit 
of  emulation  in  the  ruffian  armies  !  All  their  fleps 
were  marked  by  triumphs.  Prince  Potemkin  took 
the  ifle  of  Bereian  *.  Prince  Repnin  drove  the 
Turks  from  the  borders  of  the  Solfka.  Suvarof 
beat  them  completely  at  Fokfhani  •jf  :  then,  hear- 
ing that  the  auftrian  army  commanded  by  the 
prince  of  Saxe-Coburg  was  prefTed  hard  by  that  of 
the  grand  vizir,  he  put  himielf  at  the  head  of 
eight  thoufand  Ruffians,  and  ran  to  affift  the 
Auirrians.  The  latter  to  the  number  of  thirty 
thoufand,  were  already  flying  before  the  Turks, 
who  had  attacked  them  with  an  army  of  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  men.  The  intrepid  Suvarof  came 
up  and  changed  the  whole  fortune  of  arms. — 
"  My  friends  !"  cried  he  to  his  foldiers,  "  never 
"  look  at  the  eyes  of  your  enemies.  Fix  your 
"  view  at  their  breafls :  it  is  there  that  you  mult 
"  thruft  your  bayonets."  —  At  that  intrant  falling 
on  the  Turks,  they  were  routed  with   a  horrible 

*  In  1789,  a  few  days  before  the  capture  of  Otchakof. 
f  The  2 1  ft  of  July  1789. 

t  3  carnage, 
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carnage,  and  he  remained  mafter  of  the  field  of 
battle.  This  victory,  gained  near  the  river  Rim- 
niks,  procured  Suvarof  thefurname  of  Rimnikiky, 
and  the  double  title  of  count  of  the  holy  roman 
empire  and  of  the  ruffian  empire. 

Some  time  after  this,  the  fame  general  took  pof- 
feffion  of  Tutukay  *  in  Bulgaria.  The  ferocious 
Kamenfko'i'-f~  reduced  to  alhes  the  magnificent 
town  of  Galatfha,  fituate  on  the  Danube,  and  the 
foremoft  of  all  Moldavia  after  Yafli,  to  which  it 
was  fuperior  in  point  of  commerce.  Ac-kerman, 
Khedfebey,  Bielgorod,  Palenka,  fubmitted  to  the 
arms  of  Potemkin.  Bender  furrendered  at  dif- 
cretion. 

The  grand  vizir,  who,  among  his  other  vain^ 
glorious  affumptions,  had  boldly  pledged  him- 

*  Suvarof  is  as  fmgular  for  the  brevity  of  his  %le  as  for  the 
rapidity  of  his  conquefts.  On  this  occasion  he  wrote  no  ftipre 
fp  the  emprefs  than  four  lines  of  rufs  poetry  : 

Slava  Bogu  !  Glory  to  God  ! 

Slava  vam  f  Glory  to  you  ! 

Tutulai  vzala  Tutukay  is  taken, 

Jya  tarn.  And  I  am  there. 

*  General  Kamenfko'i  was  fo  cruel,  that  Potemkin  would 
not  leave  him  in  the  command  of  the  army.  He  consigned 
every  place  he  took  to  plunder,  and  then  burnt  it ;  but  his 
rage  was  particularly  directed  againlt  priefts,  whom  he  caufed 
to  be  harncffed  to  the  baggage-waggons  of  the  army,  inftead 
of  horfes.  The  jews  were  alfo  the  object  of  his  fury.  He 
martyrized  them  by  {tripping  them  naked  in  the  depth  of  win* 
ttr,  and  pouring  cold  water  on  their  heads, 

felf 
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felf  for  the  recovery  of  Otchakof,  made  many 
preparations  and  movements  which  indicated  a 
defign  of  endeavouring  to  fulfil  his  promife ;  but 
a  dreadful  fcarcity  of  provilions  which  forely  dif- 
treffed  his  army,  along  with,  the  watchful  eye  of 
the  Ruffians  upon  all  his  motions,  and,  above  all, 
the  torrent  of  ill  fortune  which  now  began  to 
overwhelm  him  from  every  quarter,  not  only 
erafed  all  traces  of  that  defign,  but  foon  con- 
vinced him,  that  even  the  prefervation  of  Bender 
was  not  within  the  compafs  of  his  power  or  for- 
tune. 

General  Kamenlko'i,  who  commanded  the  ruf- 
fian forces  in  Beffarabia,  had  pofted  them  in  fuch  a 
manner  through  the  winter,  as,  without  forming 
a  regular  blockade,  greatly  to  incommode  the 
garrifon  of  Bender,  by  cutting  oft  their  commu- 
nications and  intercepting  their  fupplies.  This 
being  not  only  continued,  but  the  evil  augmented 
in  the  fine  weather  of  fummer,  the  garrifon  was 
reduced  to  great  diftrefs,  and  its  relief  became  a 
matter  of  necefiity.  The  prince  of  Anhalt  Bern- 
burg,  who  had  gained  great  renown  at  the  taking 
of  Otchakof,  and  now  commanded  a  detachment 
of  Kameniko'i's  army,  derived  an  opportunity, 
from  this  ftate  of  things,  of  adding  new  laurels  to 
the  former.  He  had  ths  fortune,  near  Kaufchen,  on 
the  Dnieftr,  to  fall  in  with  a  ferafquier,  at  the  head 
of  feven  or  eight  thoufand  fpahis,  or  turkifh  cavalry, 
who  were  conducting  relief  to  the  garrifon  of 

t  4  Bender. 
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Bender.  Though  the  prince  was  inferior  in  force, 
he  inftantly  attacked  the  Turks,  and  feemed  to 
have  had  no  great  difficulty  in  totally  routing  and 
difperling  them  ;  their  convoy  and  every  thing 
they  pofleffed  falling  into  his  hands,  and  the  feraf- 
quier  himfelf  being  made  prifoner. 

But  defeats  were  now  become  fo  common  with 
the  Ottomans,  as  to  afford  no  matter  of  furprife 
either  to  themfelves  or  others.  The  grand  vizir 
had  entered  the  province  of  Valakhia,  but  thisen- 
terprife  proved  fatal  to  his  army,  and  nearly  fo  to 
the  ottoman  empire.  The  combined  forces  of 
Auftria  and  Ruffia,  under  the  prince  of  Coburg 
and  general  Suvarof,  eftimated  only  at  about  thirty 
thoufand  men,  had  the  boldnefs  to  attack  the 
grand  turkim  army  *,  faid  to  confift  of  between 
ninety  and  a  hundred  thoufand  men,  near  Mar- 
tincfti,  where  they  gained,  with  little  difficulty  or 
lofs,  one  of  the  moffc  fignal  and  extraordinary 
victories  known  in  modern  times.  In  the  accounts 
however  nothing  was  related  but  the  rout,  daugh- 
ter, purfuit,  and  difperfion  of  the  grand  turkifh 
army",  as  if  thefe  had  been  matters  of  courfe, 
and  the  inevitable  confequences  of  their  meetr 
ing. 

About  five  thoufand  Turks  were  killed  on  the 
fpot,  and  about  two  thoufand  in  the  purfuit ;  and 
nothing  but  the  blunted  fwords,  the  wearied  arms, 

*  September  the  2-ad. 

and 
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and  the  tired  horfes  of  the  purfuers,  could  have 
checked  the  flaughter.  Few  or  no  prisoners  were 
made,  the  rage  and  indignation  of  the  Turks  I  - 
ing  excited  in  fuch  a  degree  by  the  fhamefulnefs 
of  their  defeat,  (which,  as  tifual,  they  attributed 
entirely  to  their  general,)  that  they  difdained  to 
accept  of  quarter.  The  whole  camp  as  it  flood, 
including  the  grand  vizir's  tents  and  equipage, 
became  a  prey  to  the  victors  :  three  hundred 
camels,  four  hundred  oxen,  five  thoufand  loaded 
waggons,  eight  thoufand  tents,  fix  mortars,  ieven- 
teen  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  iixty-four  field- 
pieces,  near  one  hundred  itandards,  with  a  pro- 
digious quantity  of  ammunition  and  fiores,  were 
among  the  fpoils  and  trophies  of  victory.  A  few 
hundred  men,  killed  and  wounded,  was  the  whole 
lofs  of  the  victors. 

The  Ruffians  purfued  their  conqueits  to  the 
Euxine,  where  the  ftrong  port  town  of  Bielgo- 
rod,  more  generally  known  of  late  years  by  the 
turkiih  name  of  Ackerman,  fi mated  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Dnieftr,  fell  without  much  difficulty  into 
their  hands  ;  fuch  being  the  prefent  ftate  of  hope- 
leffiiefs  and  diforder,  that  the  garrifon  was  not 
competent  to  its  defence.  Kylia  Nova,  another 
fortrefs,  lying  on  the  northern  mouth  of  the 
Danube,  and  which  in  better  times  would  have 
.been  deemed  a  conqueft  of  difficulty,  became  now 
likewife  an  eafy  prey, 

Ifma'ii 
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Ifmail  fHll  held  our.  Prince  Potemkin  had 
been  befieging  this  place  for  feven  months,  and 
now  began  to  grow  impatient  that  he  had  not  yet 
reduced  it.  Livhsg  in  his  camp  like  one  of  thofe 
ancient  fatraps,  whom  he  alone  in  our  clays  has 
equalled,  perhaps  furpaiTed,  in  luxury,  he  was 
furrounded  by  a  crowd  of  courtiers  and  women,  who 
employed  every  effort  to  amufe  him.  One  of 
thefe  women  *,  pretending  to  read  the  decrees  of 
fate  in  the  arrangement  of  a  pack  of  cards,  pre- 
dicted that  he  would  take  the  town  at  the  end  of 
three  weeks.  Prince  Potemkin  aniwered,  mil- 
ling, that  he  had  a  method  of  divination  far  more 
infallible.  At  that  inftant  he  fent  his  orders  to 
Suvarof  to  take  Ifmail  within  three  days.  Suvarof 
made  himfelf  ready.  The  third  day  he  drew  up 
his  foldiers,  and  faid  to  them  :  —  "  My  brothers, 
46  no  quarter  !  Provisions  are  dear  l"  and  imme- 
diately began  the  aiiault.  The  Ruffians  were  twice 
repulfed  with  great  lofs.  But  at  laft  they  fcaled  the 
ramparts,  forced  their  way  into  the  town,  and 
put  all  that  oppofed  them  to  the  fword.  Fifteen 
thoufand  Ruffians  purchafed  with  their  lives  the 
bloody  laurels  of  Suvarof.  That  general  then 
wrote  to  the  emprefs  thefe  words  alone  :  — "  The 
kt  haughty  Ifmail  is  at  your  feet "}""." 

The 

*  Madame  de  Witt. 

4  The  cruelties,  exercifed  by  Suvarof  in  Ifmai'l  got  him  the 
sickname   of  Muley   Ifmaelj  in  allufion  to  the  emperor  of 

Morocco. 
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The  famous  HaiTan,  who,  from  the  poft  of 
capudan-pafha,  had  been  raifed  to  that  of  grand 
vizir,  was  unable  to  bear  up  againft  fo  many 
difaiters,  and  died  of  vexation  in  his  camp.  His 
fuccefTor  was  decapitated  at  Shumla  ;  and  pafha 
YurTuf*  fucceeded  him;  but  this  change  was 
not  attended  by  a  return  of  good  fortune  to  the 
Turks. 

Several  french  officers  were  at  the  taking  of 
Ifmail ;  among  whom  Roger  Damas,  Langeron, 
and  the  younger  Richelieu  -}-,  diftinguifhed  them- 
felves  in  the  attack  of  that  place,  and  were  not 
the  more  noticed  for  it  by  prince  Potemkin. 
Some  days  afterwards,  this  latter,  difcourfing  of 
the  french  revolution,  and  treating  it  as  a  crime 
for  a  people  to  ufe  any  efforts  for  regaining  their 
liberty,  faid  to  Langeron:  (<  Colonel  J,  your 
cc  countrymen  are  a  pack  of  madmen.  I  would 
6(  require  only  my  grooms  to  Hand  by  me ;  and 
ce  we  ihould  foon  bring  them  to  their  fenfes.'* 
Langeron,  who,  though  an  emigrant,  could  not 


Morocco  of  that  name,  who  is  known  to  have  been  one  of  the 
moft  fanguinary  men  that  ever  exifted. 

*  The  fame  vizir  Yufluf  who  lately  marched  in  iEgypt 
pgainft  the  braye  general  Bonaparte. 

I  He  was  formerly  called  Fronfac  :  at  prefent  he  bears  the 
pame  of  Richelieu. 

%  Langeron  had  been  formerly  colonel  in  the  regiment  of 
Armagnac, 

patiently 


284  klFE  OF  THE  [1790a 

patiently  hear  his  nation  thus  fpoken  of,  anfwered 
boldly:  "  Prince,  I  do  not  think  you  would  be 
M  able  to  do  it  with  all  your  army.'''  At  thefe  words 
the  prince  rofe  up  in  great  fury,  and  threatened 
Langeron  to  fend  him  to  Siberia*.  Langeron 
inftantly  went  away  ;  and  croffing  the  Seret,  which 
divides  Moldavia  from  Valakhia,  he  entered  him- 
felf  in  the  auftrian  camp. 

Catharine,  elated  on  hearing  of  thefe  fuccef- 
jfive  victories,  when  fir  Charles  Whitworth  ap- 
peared the  next  time  at  court,  faid  to  him,  witli 
an  ironical  fmile,  "  Sir,  fince  the  king  your 
"  maiter  is  determined  to  drive  me  out  of  Peterf- 
"  burg,  I  hope  he  will  permit  me  to  retire  to 
i(  Conitanrinople." 

In  confequence   of  the  extreme  feverity  with 
which  the  Greeks*  had  been  treated  by  the  Turks 
after  the  laft  war  -j~,  Catharine  had  reafon  to  ima- 
gine 

*  Potemkin  was  on  fomc  cccafions  extremely irafcible,  and 
would  fometimes  be  fo  tranfported  with  paffion  as  to  beat  even 
general  olBcers  :  he  one  day  gave  a  box  on  the  year  to  a 
foreigner,  who  was  a  major  in  the  ruffian  fervice,  for  having 
praifed,  in  fome  verfes  he  had  compofed,  the  miftreis  of  his 
fecretary  Popof  in  the  fame  ftanza  with  that  of  the  prince. 

f  After  the  peace  of  Kainnrdgi,  the  Turks  were  ftill  fo 
much  incenfed  at  the  Greeks  of  the  Morea  for  having  fided 
with  the  Ruffians,  that  the  divan  was  on  the  point  of  deciding 
feat  the  whole  greek  nation  ffiould  be  exterminated.  The 
celebrated  capudan-pafna,  Gazi  Haffan,  prevented  the  iffuing 
or  this  barbarous  decree ;  but  he  could  only  bring  the  mem- 
bers 
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gine  that  they  were  eager  for  revenge.  Accord- 
ingly fhe  caufed  manifeftos  to  be  difperfed  in  all 
the  ifles,  inviting  the  people  to  take  up  arms 
again  againft  the  enemies  of  the  crofs,  to  re- 
conquer their  country,  and  to  reftore  its  priftine 
independance. 

The  Greek,  Sottiri,  who  had  been  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  Ruffia,  was  fent  to  Epire  in  Albania  for 
the  purpofe  of  diftributing  the  manifeltos  of  the 
emprefs  and  to  prepare,  in  concert  with  the  chief 
men  of  thefe  parts,  a  fpeedy  infurrection.  An 
army  was  therefore  foon  aiTembled  in  the  environs 
of  Siilli.  They  marched  againft  the  pafha  of 
Yanina,  and  defeated  him  in  a  pitched  battle, 
The  fon  of  the  pafha  was  killed  in  the  action^ 
and  his  brilliant  armour  was  fent  to  the  emprefs. 

The  Greeks  now  entered  into  a  voluntary  fub- 
fcription,  and  with  the  produce  of  it  they  fitted 
out,  at  Triefte,  twelve  fmall  veffels,  of  which 
they  gave  the  command  to  a  mariner  of  their 
nation,  named  Lambro  Canziani  *.  Lambro 
cruized  in  the  Archipelago  as   if  mader  of  that 


bers  of  the  divan  to  hearken  to  his  advice  by  urging  political 
motives :  tc  If  we  maifacre  all  the  Greeks/'  faid  he,  "  we 
"  lhall  lofe  the  capitation  they  pay  us." 

*  The  particulars  concerning  Lambro  Car^hr.i  and  the 
deputation  of  the  Greeks  are  taken  from  Mr,  Eton's  furvey  of 
the  tuxkiih  empire. 

fea. 
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fea.  Constantinople  was  filled  with  confirmation, 
and  orders  were  immediately  difpatched  to  all  the 
turkifh  fhips  in  the  Euxine  to  repafs  the  Bofphorus, 
in  order  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the  little  grecian 
armament. 

In  the  mean  time  the  emprefs  fent  into  Sicily  a 
man  named  Fiaro*  with  fome  other  emiiTaries,  not 
only  to  prepare  there  what  was  neceffary  for  the 
ruffian  fquadron  that  was  intended  for  thofe  feas  *, 
but  to  fupply  the  Greeks  with  money  and  ammu- 
nition, and  to  put  an  end  to  the  difficulties, 
which  from  a  fordid  policy,  or  in  order  to  keep  up 
appearances  with  the  porte,  the  Venetians  had 
thrown  in  their  way.  But  the  difhoneft  emiflaries 
of  Catharine  neglected  to  execute  her  intentions, 
and  divided  among  themfelves  and  their  bafe  pro- 
tectors the  fums  the  had  entrufted  to  them. 

Juftly  exafperated  at  this  conduct,  the  Greeks 
fent  a  deputation  to  Peteriburg,  who,  after  having 
long  been  debarred  accefs  to  the  throne  by  thofe 
whofe  intereft  it  was  that  they  fhould  not  be  heard, 
at  laft  obtained,  by  means  of  the  favourite  Plato 
Zubof,  a  private  audience  of  the  emprefs.  The 
deputies  prefented  to  her  majefty  a  memorial  in 
greek  and  in  french,  conceived  in  the  following 
terms  : 

*  This  was  the  fquadron  commanded  by  admiral  Greig, 
the  failing  of  which  was  flopped  by  the  precipitate  declaration 
of  war  by  the  king  of  Sweden. 

"  Madam, 
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((  Madam, 

"  It  is  not  till  after  we  had  long  folicited  in 
**  vain  your  imperial  majefty's  minifters  for  an 
"  anfvver  to  the  memorial  which  we  had  the 
"  honour  of  prefenting  to  them;  til!,  driven  to 
"  extreme  defpair  by  reflecting  on  the  dreadful 
"  evils  which  this  delay  might  produce  to  our 
"  countrymen,  who,  invited  by  the  manifestos  of 
C(  your  imperial  majefty,  have  taken  arms  againfc 
*'  the  enemy  of  the  chriftian  name,  and  deputed 
"  us  to  lay  the  offer  of  their  lives  and  of  their 
"  fortunes  at  the  foot  of  your  imperial  throne  ; 
"  it  is  not  till  we  had  loft  all  hopes  of  obtaining 
*'  otherwife  a  fpeedy  anfwer  for  flopping  thole 
<i  ftreams  of 'blood  of  our  brethren  which  are 
"  doubtlefs  alreading  flowing  through  this  delay; 
"  that  we  have  at  length  prefumed  to  proftrate 
"  ourfelves  at  your  feet,  and  to  prefent  our  hum- 
f*  ble  memorial  to  your  imperial  majefty  in  per- 
"  fon. 

tf  Another  duty,  equally  facred,  and  which  was 
"  a  principal  object  of  our  million,  induced  us  to 
"  take  this  daring  ftep :  it  was  to  undeceive  your 
£  imperial  majefty,  whom,  as  well  as  your  minif- 
ters, there  have  been  people  audacious  enough 
"  to  miflead.  We  have  learnt  with  indignation, 
tc  that  the  chevalier  Pfaro  now  erects  himfelf  into 
"  a  chieftain  and  leader  of  our  people  ;  a  man  ab- 
"  horred  by  our  nation,  from  the  dregs  whereof 
"  he  rofe,  and  wherein  he  would  have  remained, 

"  had 
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**  had  he  not  by  an  unexampled  effrontery  impofed 
6*  upon  your  imperial  majcily's  minifters  by  arro- 
s*  gating  to  himfelfa  reputation  for  exploits  which 
**  he  never  performed.  Were  no  ill  cOnfe- 
*'  quences  to  enfue  to  any  but  himfelf,  we  mould 
ct  patiently  await  his  appearance  in  our  country, 
%i  a  boaft  however  which  he  will  never  perform 
*'  except  upon  paper.  How  he  has  acled  towards 
"  us  your  imperial  majefly  will  perceive  from  our 
*'  memorial.  We  hear  that  he  has  received  immenfe 
Ck  fums,  which  he  pretends  to  have  expended  on 
il  our  account.     We  allure  your  imperial  majefly 

that  neither  he,  nor  any  of  your  officers  fent  to 

us,  ever  paid  us  a  fingle  ruble.  The  flotilla  and 
"  the  other  armaments  of  Lambro  were  equipped 
*'  at  our  own  ex-pence.  One  of  us,  abandoning 
"  his  peaceful  home,  fitted  out  two  veffels  at  his 
"  peculiar  charges,  and  expended  in  armaments 
''twelve  thouland  chequins ;  whilil  the  Turks 
"  murdered  his  mother  and  his  brother,  levelled 
*'  his  poffefiions  with  the  ground,  and  dcfolated 
"  his  lands. 

"  We  never  petitioned  you  for  money  ;  nor  do 
ct  we  requeft  it  now  :  we  only  afk  powder  and 
"  bah1,  which  we  cannot  purchafe,  and  to  be  led 
<e  to  battle.  We  are  come  to  offer  our  lives  and 
"  our  fortunes,  not  to  beg  of  you  money. 

"  Deign,  o  great  emprefs  !  thou  glory  of  the 
"grecian  faith!  deign  to  perufe  our  memorial. 
"  Heaven  has  referred  our  deliverance  for  the 

6e  glorious 
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"  glorious  reign  of  your  imperial  majefty.  It  is 
«'  under  your  aufpices  that  we  hope  to  deliver 
"  from  the  hands  of  the  cruel  Mohammedans, 
"  our  empire  which  they  have  ufurped,  our  pa- 
"  triarchate  and  our  holy  religion  which  they 
"  have  prophaned  ;  to  refcue  the  defcendants  of 
jf  Athens  andofLacedemon  from  the  tyrannic  yoke 
"  of  ignorant  barbarians,  under  which  a  nation, 
"  whofe  genius  is  not  extinguished,  groans ;  a 
li  people  glowing  with  the  love  of  liberty,  whom 
"  the  iron  yoke  of  barbarifm  has  not  degraded  ; 
"  who  have  conftantly  before  their  eyes  the  images 
*'  of  their  ancient  heroes,  and  by  whofe  example 
iC  their  warriors  are  animated  to  this  day. 

"  Our  magnificent  ruins  fpeak  forcibly  to  our 
"  eyes,  and  proclaim  our  priftine  grandeur ;  our 
"  innumerable  ports,  our  beautiful  country,  the 
"  iky  ferenely  fmiling  on  us  the  year  throughout, 
"  the  ardour  of  our  youth  and  even  of  thofe  ad- 
"  vanced  in  age,  all  atteft  that  nature  is  not  lefs 
"  propitious  to  us  now  than  to  our  great  pro- 
"  genitors.  Give  us  for  a  lbvereign  your  grand- 
iC  fon  Constantine  :  it  is  the  wifh  of  our  na- 
i(  tion  (the  race  of  our  emperors  being  extin6tj ; 
'*  and  we  fhall  become  what  our  anceltors  were. 

il  We  are  not  perfons  who  have  dared  to  im- 
"  pofe  on  the  moft  magnanimous  of  fovereigns  ; 
4<  we  are  the  deputies  of  the  people  of  Greece, 
**  furnifhed  with  full  powers  and  other  docu- 
"  ments,  and  as   fuch   lie   proftrate   before    the 

vol.  in.  u  "  throne 
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iC  throne  of  her,  whom,  next  to  God,  we  look 
cc  to  as  our  faviour ;  declaring  that  we  fhall  be  to 
5C  our  lateft  breath  #, 

Ci  Your  imperial  majefty's 

ii  Moll  faithful  and  devoted  fervants, 

"  Pano  Kirt. 
St.  Peterfburg,  "  Ckristo  Lazzotti, 

Aprils  1790.  *f  Niccqlo  Pangolo." 

The  deputies  were  received  very  gracioufly  by 
the  emprefs,  who  promifed  them  the  fuccours 
they  requeued.  From  the  prefence  chamber  they 
were  conducted  to  the  apartments  of  her  grand- 
fons,  where,  offering  to  kifs  the  hand  of  the 
eldeft  grand  duke  Alexander,  he  pointed  to  his 
brother  Conftantine,  telling  them  it  was  to  him 
that  they  were  to  addrefs  themfelvcs.  They  then 
prefented  their  homages  to  the  young  prince, 
ityling  him  their  emperor  -j~,  and  explained  to 
him  in  greek  the  object:  of  their  million.  He 
anfwejred  them  in  the  fame  language  :  6i  Go,  and 
44  let  everything  be  according  to  your  wilhes." 

The   greek  deputies   delivered  to  the    ruffian 
rninilters  a  plan  of  the  operations  which  they  pro- 
posed to  put  in  practice.     Having  received  from 
the  emprefs  the  means  of  augmenting  the  arrna-  • 
merit  of  Lambro  Canzi.anj,  with  cannons  and  en- 

*  For  the  fake  of  the  curious  in  modern  Greek,  we  have 
infertpd  the  original  in  the  Appendix.,  No.  VII. 

gineers 
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gineers  for  undertaking  the  liege  of  fortified 
places,  they  thought  of  beginning  a  campaign  at 
Sulli,  which  was  their  place  of  congrefs,  and 
whence  they  kept  up  a  correfpondence  with  all 
Greece.  Directing  their  firil  advances  towards 
Athens  and  Livadia,  they  divided  their  army  into 
two  columns,  expecting  to  be  joined  on  their 
march  by  troops  from  the  Morea  and  Negropont*, 
whither  the  fquadron  of  Lambro  was  appointed  to 
repair.  Having  afterwards  formed  a  junction  for 
the  purpofe  of  entering  Theffalia,  they  were  in 
hopes  of  being  furnifhed  with  conliderable  rein- 
forcements from  Macedonia,  and  that  on  arriving 
at  the  plains  of  Adrianople,  their  army  would 
amount  at  leaft  to  three  hundred  thoufand  men. 
Their  plan  was  then  to  join  the  Ruffians  in  order 
to  go  and  make  themfelves  mailers  of  Conftanti- 
nople  ;  hoping  that  the  ruffian  fleet  in  the  Euxine 
would  be  able  to  co-operate  with  them  in  their 
attack  on  that  city  :  and  at  all  events  they  thought 
themfelves  fufficiently  powerful  to  vanquilh  the 
Ottomans  and  drive  them  out  of  Europe, 

They  had  prudently  calculated  the  fervice  in 
which  their  troops  were  to  be  employed,  their 
fupply  of  proviiions,  the  means  of  fecuring  a  re- 
treat in  cafe  of  a  reverfe,  and  in  general  the  whole 
of  their  refources,  as  well  as  the  forces  which  the 

"'  The  ifls  of  Negropont  is  feparated  from  tile  territory  of 
Livadia  only  by  a  narrow  flraight  After  Candia.,  it  is  the  fmeil 
of  all  die  grecian  iflands. 

v  a  enemy 
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enemy  was  in  a  condition  to  bring  againft  them. 
Catharine,  delighted  with  a  project  fo  analogous 
to  the  ambition  fhe  entertained  of  fome  time 
reigning  in  Byzantium,  fent  the  three  deputies 
into  Moldavia  *  that  they  might  conciliate  the 
friendfhip  of  Potemkin.  After  having  given 
them  his  inftruclions,  Potemkin  forwarded  them 
to  Sulli,  accompanied  by  major-general  Tamara, 
who  was  to  fuperintend  the  grecian  army,  and 
furnifh  it  with  whatever  was  needful. 

However,  the  collecting  of  an  army  of  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  Pruffians  on  the  frontiers 
of  Bohemia,  the  convention  of  Reichenbach, 
figned  -j~  between  PrufTia  and  Auftria,  for  the 
acceleration  of  peace,  and  the  inimical  difpofi- 
tions  evinced  by  the  court  of  London  ^,  caufed  a 
relaxation  in  the  armament  of  the  Greeks.  Only  a 
fmall  part  of  the  fums  allotted  them  by  the  em- 
prefs  ever  reached  their  hands  ;  and  it  was  recom- 
mended to  them  to  keep  themfelves  in  readinefs, 
but  to  undertake  nothing  till  a  more  favourable 
moment  fhould  arrive. 

*  The  emprefs  caufed  them  to  be  paid  a  thoufand  ducats  to 
defray  the  expence  of  their  journey.  They  quitted  Petersburg 
the  24th  of  May  1 790. 

f  The  i*]\i\  of  July  1790.  Prince  Reifs  and  baron  Spiel- 
jnann  figned  for  the  emperor  Leopold  II.  and  baron  Hertz- 
berg  on  behalf  of  the  king  of  PruffiH, 

%  An  armament  was  got  ready  for  fea  to  proceed  to  the 
Baltic  to  ad  againft  the  Ruffians. 

^LambrOj, 
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Lambro,  whofe  armament  had  been  ravaging 
the  ottoman  feas,  was  at  length  obliged  to  fubmit 
to  a  fuperiority  of  numbers.  Being  attacked  by 
a  confiderable  fleet,  he  defended  himfelf  for  a 
long  time  with  fpirit  and  vigour ;  but  all  his  veffels 
Were  funk,  and  a  few  of  his  company  efcaped 
among  the  rocks  in  boats. 

1 79 1.  On  the  credit  of  fome  of  his  friends,  he 
again  fitted  out  a  fhip,  with  which  he  deftroyed 
a  number  of  turkifh  vefTels ;  but  it  at  length  met 
with  the  fame  fate  that  had  befallen  his  little 
armament.  Lambro  once  more  faved  himfelf 
in  his  boat,  and  efcaped  to  the  mountains  of  Al- 
bania. 

Ruffia,  after  having  encouraged  him  to  fail 
under  her  flag,  calmly  fuffered  him  to  be  de- 
clared a  pirate  ;  and  the  agents  of  that  power  did 
not  vouchfafe  to  deliver  him  from  the  prifon  into 
which  he  had  been  thrown  for  debts  contracted  in 
its  defence.  He  obtained  his  liberty  at  laft  by  -a 
voluntary  contribution  raifed  by  his  countrymen. 

Prince  Potemkin,  having  made  the  neceflary 
difpofitions  for  permitting  him  with  fafety  to 
leave  the  army,  haftened  his  return  to  Peterfburg*, 
to  enjoy  his  triumphs  in  the  approbation  of  his 
fovereign.  The  emprefs  received  him  with  trans- 
ports of  joy.  Feftivities  and  prefents  now  re- 
fumed  their  alternate  courfe.     She  gave  him  ano' 

*  J 11  the  month  of  March. 

U    3  tliCX 
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ther  palace  contiguous  to  her  own,  which  had 
formerly  belonged  to  baron  Wolff,  and  which 
had  now  been  fitted  up  for  his  reception  at  the 
expence  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  rubles,  and  a 
coat  laced  with  diamonds,  which  coft  two  hun- 
dred thoufand.  •  He  himfelf  difplayed  a  pomp 
which  would  have  appeared  exceffive  in  the  moft 
fplendid  court  of  Europe.  The  expence  of  his 
table  alone,  on  ordinary  days,  was  regularly  about 
eight  hundred  rubles :  it  was  furnifhed  with  the 
moft  exquifite  dainties  and  the  rareft  fruits.  In  the 
depth  of  winter  he  has  befpoke  long  beforehand 
all  the  cherries  of  a  tree  in  a  green-houfe,  at  a 
ruble  the  cherry.  He  pofrefTed  an  immenfe  quan- 
tity of  jewels,  fome  of  which  he  had  fcarcely  feeny 
and  never  cared  about,  fince  the  moment  they 
were  firft  brought  him.  He  one  day  took  a  dif- 
like  to  his  diamonds,  and  they  were  all  fold : 
fome  time  afterwards  the  deiire  returned  of  having 
them  ;  and  he  ordered  them  to  be  bought  on  all 
hands  and  at  any  price  *. 

Without 

*  At  one  time  he  had  formed  the  project  of  purchafing 
from  a  private  proprietor  the  iflands  of  Lampedufa  and  Linofa 
in  the  Mediterranean,  and  of  obtaining  the  paramount  lord- 
fhip  of  them  from  the  court  of  Naples.  As  the  fcheme  was 
laid  afide,  probably  on  obtaining  the  confent  of  the  king  of 
JSaplef,  to  admit  the  ruffian  fleet  into  the  harbours  of  Sicily, 
nothing  more  of  it  is  known  than  that  an  order  of  knighthood 
was  to  be  eftablifhed,  fimilar  to  that  of  Malta,  for  Ruffians 
and  Greeks,  of  whom  proofs  of  antient  nobility  were  not  to 

be 
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Without  being  fo  powerful  as  Biren  or  Ment- 
chikof,  who  wanted  nothing  but  the  title  of  ein^ 
peror,  prince  Potemkin  law  all  Ruffia  at  his  feet, 
efpeciaily  the  military,  of  whom  he  was  the  abfolutc 
lord  ;  and  his  levee  was  frequently  more  thronged 
than  that  of  the  emprefs. 

Prince  Potemkin,  in  lanre  companies,  had  a 
downcaft  fullen  look  i  feated  among  twenty  ladies-, 
like  a  fultan  in  a  feraglio,  fpeaking  to  not  one  of 
them,  except  in  monosyllables  and  at  long  in- 
tervals :  he  wanted  nothing  but  the  turkifn  pipe 
for  being  abfolutely  the  figure  we  fee  in  pictures 
of  the  grand  fignior.  Though  in  Ruffia  there  are 
a  great  number  of  princes,  and  the  major  part  of 
them  fuperior  by  birth  to  prince  Potemkin,  yet 
he  was  always  called  the  prince  by  '  way  of  excel- 
lence. 

This  prince,  as  has  been  already  obferved,  had 
a  very  ftriking  defect:  in  one  of  his  eyes :  a  re- 
port was  one  day  fent  to  him  by  the  hands  of  a 
one-eyed  colonel ;  which  might  very  naturally 
have  happened  without  delign ;  he,  however, 
took  it  for  a  piece  of  ill-judged  wit,  and  teftifled 
his  difpleaiure  in  a  veryemphatical,  and,  it  may 
be  added,  a  very  puerile  manner. 


be  required.  Of  this  order  the  fovereign  of  RufEa  was  to  be 
grand-matter,  and  the  governor  of  the  if*and  for  the  time 
being  the  mailer. 

u  A  He 
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He  behaved  with  great  haughtinefs  towards 
thofe  who  made  their  court  to  him.  It  is  true,  he 
knew  his  people,  and  conducted  himfelf  accord- 
ingly. He  has  fometimes  in  public  taken  a  ruffian 
general  by  the  collar  ;  but  he  was  extremely  po- 
lite to  all  foreigners,  even  to  thofe  who  ferved  in 
his  army  as  fubalterns.  He  had  major-generals  to 
wait  on  his  perfon,  who  performed  exactly  the 
office  of  valets-de-chambre  :  this  indeed  was  no 
obftacle  to  their  promotion  ;  and  it  depended  on 
them  to  judge  whether  or  not  they  had  reafon  to 
congratulate  themfelves  on  having  obtained  it  at 
that  price.  A  lady  well  known  at  Peterfburg, 
whofe  hulband  had  a  place  at  court,  faid  pub- 
licly, in  1 791,  that  ffie  fhould  fet  out  with  the 
prince,  who  had  given  her  an  eftate  of  two  thou- 
fand  rubles  a  year,  to  go  and  pafs  the  Summer  with 
him  at  Yafy. 

He  was  eager  to  procure  the  moft  coftly  things 
of  every  kind.  He  had  ten  or  a  dozen  violins  of 
exorbitant  price  ;  one  among  others  of  fix  thou- 
sand rubles  value  :  he  never  played  on  a  violin  in 
his  life ;  and  they  were  all  either  fpoiled  by  the 
duft,  or  gnawed  by  the  rats ;  for  after  the  mo- 
ment he  bought  them,  he  never  (aw  them  more. 
Somebody  fpeaking  before  him  of  a  library,  prince 
Potemkin  faid  he  had  one  of  greater  value  than 
the  moil  learned  man  in  Europe  could  fhew ;  and, 
opening  a  book-cafe,  tliere  appeared  feveral 
Shelves   of  books,  which,  on  being  taken  down, 

were 
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were  feen  to  be  nothing  more  than  boxes  gilt  and 
lettered  at  the  backs,  and  filled  with  bank-affig- 
nats  and  rouleaux  of  imperials  and  ducats  to  an. 
amazing  amount  *. 

It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  the  prince 
was  harm  towards  the  officers ;  but  was  conde- 
fcending  towards  the  fcldiers,  among  whom  he 
had  entirely  deftroyed  all  difcipline  :  accordingly 
he  was  beloved  by  them  and  de felled  by  the  for- 
mer. It  is  pretended,  that  this  conduct  had  been 
concerted  between  the  eittprefs  and  him,  in  order 
to  putdifcord  between  the  officer  and  the  foldier, 
especially  in  the  regiments  of  guards;  both  of 
them  being  aware,  that  revolutions  are  effected 
in  Ruffia  by  the  foldiery,  and  confequently  that 
fuch  a  fpirit  mould  be  kept  up ;  that  the  officers 
might  be  facrificed  at  the  firlt  figr.al. 

The  moft  extraordinary  projects  of  future  ag- 
grandiiement  have  been  afcribed  to  him  :  as  that 
of  taking  advantage  of  the  influence  he  had  over 
the  troops  for  excluding  from  the  throne  the  grand 
duke  and  his  fons,  on  the  death  of  the  emprefs, 

*  There  was  fomething  to  whimfical  in  the  charter  of  this, 
extraordinary  perfen,  that  while  he  was  living  thus  magni- 
ficently he  rarely  thought  of  paying  his  debts.  When  any 
one  waited  on  him  for  money,  he  would  lay  to  Popof,  his 
private  feeretary,  "Why  don't  you  gay  that  man?", at  the 
fame  time,  by  a  fign,  giving  him  to  underftand  the  manner 
in  which  the  creditor  was  to  be  treated.  If  he  opened  his 
hand,  Pjpof  gave  the  money.  If  he  fhutit,  the  creditor  got 
nothing. 

and 
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and  of  caufmg  the  e-ldeft  of  the  grand  ducheffes  to 
be  crowned:  it  is  added,  that  his  defign  was  to 
marry  her,  or  at  any  rate  to  have  reigned  in  her 
name.  The  fondnefs  he  always  fhewed  to  hold  up 
and  heighten  whatever  the  young  princefs  faid,  to 
give  it  a  coniequence  with  the  emprefs,  might 
have  given  birth  to  this  (t©  fay  the  leaft  of  it)  cu- 
rious idea.  Others  pretend,  that  his  intention 
was  to  become  hofpodar  of  Moldavia  *  ;  and  we 
ihould  be  much  difpofed  to  adopt  this  opinion, 
without,  however,  rejecting  the  others.  Nobody 
doubted  that  he  had  formed  fome  plans  of  this 
nature.  Potemkin  had  gained  the  good-will  of 
the  nobility  of  the  country ;  he  carefTed  them  all, 
from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft  ;  and  every  thing 

led 

*  Moldavia  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  northeaft  by  Po* 
knd,  from  which  it  is  feparated  by  the  Dnieftr,  on  the  eaft  by 
Beffarabia,  on  the  fouth  by  Valakhia,  and  on  the  weft  by 
Tranfylvania  :  is  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  in  its 
greateft  length  from  north  to  fouth ;  and  fomething  lefs  in 
breadth,  from  eaft  to  weft.  The  river  Truth  croffes  it  from 
north  to  fouth.  The  country  has  fome  very  fertile  lands,  bu£ 
a  considerable  part  of  the  eaftern  divihon  lies  uncultivated,, 
conuftinff  chiefly  of  deferts ;  and  the  weftern  is  very  moun- 
ainous.  Its  principal  rivers  are  the  Pruth  and  the  Sereth; 
The  inhabitants  are  of  valakhian  extraction,  and  profefs  the 
greek  religion ;  but  many  of  them  are  alfo  mohammedans. 
Towards  the  clofe  of  the  twelfth  century,  a  valakhiam  colony 
came  from  Tranfilvania,  and  fettled  in  this  country.  Their 
leader,  named  Bogden,  eftablifhed  their  civil  and  ecclefiaftical 
government.  He  was  the  iirft  prince  of  Moldavia,  for  which 
reafon  the  country  was  originally  called  from  him  Bogdania 

The 
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led  to  believe  that  thefe  nobles,  flattered  by  the 
officioufnefs  and  obliging  manners  of  a  man  who, 
in  general,  was  not  lavifh  of  his  civilities,  would 
have  given  him  their  voice.  And  it  can  as  little 
be  doubted  that  the  emprefs  would  have  fupported 
his  pretentions,  becaufe,  on  his  death,  fhe  would 
have  gained  Moldavia,  as  fhe  had  already  obtained 
the  Krimea. 

During  this  flay  of  four  or  five  months,  in  1791, 
at  Petersburg,  he  expended  upwards  of  one  mil- 
lion two  hundred  thoufand  rubles.  But  the  en- 
tertainment he  now  gave  at  his  Tavritfchefkoi 
palace*  (flnce  his  death  called  the  Pantheon), 
exceeded  any  thing  of  the  fort  that  we  read  of  in 
the  tales  of  our  youth.  Crowned  with  laurels, 
and  wearied  with  conquefts,  he  haftened  to  the 
refidence  of  his  fovereign,  to  enjoy  his  triumph. 
in  the  fun-fhine  of  majefty,  and  for  a  moment  to 
forget,  in  the  circle  of  pleafures  that  awaited  him, 
his  bloody  conflicts  and  the  thoufands  of  flain. 
A  dark  prefentiment  feemed  hovering  in  his 
mind,  that  this  would  be  the  laft  moment  he  had 


"  The  increafe  of  the  power  of  the  king  of  Hungary  was  a  mif- 
fortune  to  this  country;  the  inhabitants,  after  many  fevers 
itruggles,  being  made  tributary  to  that  monarch  in  the  four- 
teenth century.  In  the  year  1280  the  Turks  firft  made  an 
attempt  upon  Moldavia.  This  country  has  a  prince,,  or  vole- 
vode  of  its  own,  who  is  alfo  ftyled  hofpodar,  and  is  a  tribu- 
tary valTal  to  the  ottoman  porte.  YalTy  is  the  capital. 
*  The  building  whereof  coll  fix  hundred  thoufand  rubles. 

to 
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to  pafs  in  that  magnificent  theatre  of  his  gran- 
deur; and  it  was  now  his  aim  to  enjoy  that  mo- 
ment. He  laid  the  plan  of  an  entertainment  which 
fhould  give  him  the  opportunity  to  prefent  a  tri- 
bute of  gratitude  at  the  feet  of  the  exalted  author- 
efs  of  his  fortune  in  his  own  houfe,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  whole  affembled  court.  This,  like 
all  his  other  plans,  was  extraordinary  and  great. 
A  whole  month  was  confumed  in  preparations  : 
artifis  of  all  kinds  were  employed  ;  whole  fhops 
and  warehoufes  were  emptied  to  fupply  the  necef- 
faries  of  the  occafion ;  feveral  hundred  perfons 
were  daily  afTembled  in  making  previous  rehear- 
ials  for  the  final  execution ;  and  each  of  thefe 
days  was  of  itfelf  a  grand  fpe&acle.  At  length 
the  moment  arrived,  which  had  kept  the  whole 
public  of  the  refidence  on  the  utmoft  frretch  of 
expectation  by  the  great  preparations  that  were 
making  for  it.  Notice  had  been  given,  that  the 
emprefs  and  the  imperial  family  would  honour  this 
day  by  their  prefence  :  the  court,  the  foreign  mi- 
nifters,  the  nobility,  and  a  great  part  of  the  peo- 
ple of  condition  in  the  city  were  invited.  The 
company  began  to  afTemble  in  mafquerade  drefles 
at  fix  in  the  evening.  When  the  emprefs  got  into 
her  carriage,  on  a  fignal  being  given,  the  treat  for 
the  populace  was  opened  in  the  public  place  before 
the  palace.  High  piles  of  clothes  of  all  the  va- 
rious articles,  lofty  pyramids  of  eatables,  and  a 

competent 
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competent  fupply  of  liquors,  were  here  furrendered 
to  the  general  icramble. 

On  her  majefty's  entering  the  veftibule  *  of  the 
Tauridan  palace,  the  loud  mulic  fuddenly  ftruck 
up  from  the  lofty  gallery,  reftranding  through  the 
grand  faloon  and  the  fpacious  halls.  The  orchef- 
tra  conlifted  of  fix  hundred  performers ;  and  in- 
ftruments  and  yoices  produced  their  alternate  ef- 
fects.— In  a  few  minutes  afterwards  the  emprefs 
advanced  to  the  grand  faloon,  attended  by  the 
brilliant  concourfe,  and  took  her  feat  upon  a  gen- 
tle elevation,  decorated  with  tranfparent  repre- 
fentations  ;  the  company  divided  among  the  colo- 
nades  and  into  the  boxes ;  and  now  began  the 
fecond  fcene  of  this  uncommon  entertainment, 
Four-and-twenty  couple  of  the  moft  beautiful 
youths  of  both  fexes,  of  noble  families,  among 
whom  were  alfo  the  grand  dukes  Alexander  and 
Conftantine,  opened  the  dances  with  a  quadrille. 
All  were  drefTed  in  white,  and  only  diftinguilh- 
able  by  the  colours  of  their  girdles  and  fcarves, 
.The  value  of  their  drelTes  was  estimated  at  ten 
millions  of  rubles.  The  mulic  to  which  they 
danced  was  accompanied  with  linging ;  and 
the  famous  Le  Picque  concluded  the  fcene  with 
a  folo. 

*  The  defcription  of  this  palace,  without  which  the  ac- 
count of  the  entertainment  would  be  incomplete,  is  before 
given  in  this  volume. — The  whole  palace  is  now  converted 
into  barracks  by  the  emoeror  Paul  I . 

The 
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The  company  now  proceeded  to  another  hall, 
hung  with  tapeftry  of  the  richer!  and  moft  coftly 
kind.  Here  Hood  an  artificial  elephant,  decorated 
with  emeralds  and  rubies.  The  Perfian  who  con- 
dueled  him  fr.ruck  upon  a  bell ;  and  this  was  the 
fignal  for  another  change. 

A  curtain  flew  up  as  if  by  magic,  and  opened 
to  view  a  magnificently  decorated  theatre,  where 
two  ballets  and  a  dramatical  piece  afforded  enter- 
tainment to  the  fpectators  with  their  extraordinary 
excellence.  The  moft  complete  and  charming 
muiic,  interrupted  by  choirs  of  fingers,  numerous 
fets  of  fine  dancers,  a  prodigious  difplay  of  pomp, 
and  the  fight  of  an  exceeding  great  diverfity  of 
national  dreffes  in  their  mofc  pleafing  coftume, 
now  delighted  every  fenfe  at  once.  When  the 
play  was  over,  the  company  divided  into  the  feve-^ 
rai  rooms  of  the  palace.  Whichever  way  the 
fpectator  turned  his  eye,  the  magnificent  illumi- 
nation ftruck  him  with  amazement.  The  walls 
and  the  columns  all  feemed  to  glow  with  various 
coloured  fire  :  large  mirrors  here  and  there  judi- 
cioufly  fixed  to  the  fides  of  the  apartments,  of 
made  to  form  pyramids  and  grottoes,  multiplied 
the  effect  Gf  this  lingular  exhibition,  and  even 
made  the  whole  inclofure  from  top  to  bottom 
feem  to  be  compofed  of  fparkling  Hones. 

A  table,  fuitable  to  the   magnificence  of  the 
feftivhy,  nexv  waited  for  the  company.    Six  hun- 
dred 
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dred  perfons  fat  down  to  it ;  and  the  reft  were  en-, 
tertained  at  iideboards.  No  other  table  furniture 
was  feen  upon  the  cloth,  but  gold  and  filver.  In- 
ftead  of  the  ufual  candlefticks,  the  table  was 
lighted  by  various-coloured  vafes  in  which  lamps  , 
were  inferred.  An  aftonifhing  number  of  fervants 
and  domeftie  officers,  in  fuperb  dreffes,  were  em- 
ployed in  waiting  on  the  guefts ;  and  in  every 
place  any  thing  was  to  be  had  at  the  very  firft  nod* 
Nothing  that  the  moil  fludied  epicurifm  was  able 
to  procure  could  be  alked  for  in  vain. 

The  emprefs  on  this  day,  certainly  the  firfl 
time  for  many  years,  made  an  exception  to  her 
general  rule,  by  flaying  till  midnight,  in  order 
not  to  diftarb  the  pleafure  of  the  hoft  and  his 
company.  On  her  entering  the  veftibule  again, 
the  choir  of  voices  melodioufly  chanted  a  hymn  to 
Catharine's  praife.  Her  majefty,  furprifed  and  af- 
.  fecled,  was  turning  round  to  the  prince,  when, 
overpowered  with  his  emotions,  he  fell  on  his 
knee,  and,  feizing  her  hand,  bedewed  it  with 
tears.  Some  gloomy  forebodings  feemed  to  make 
his  whole  frame  ;  and  his  countenance  was  expref- 
iive  of  the  fentiment,  that  this  was  the  lafc  time 
he  lhould  ever,  on  that  fpot,  Hammer  out  his 
gratitude  to  his  magnanimous  patronefs. 

Latterly,  his  fpirits  being  wearied  with  the  eter- 
nal round  of  diilipation  and  pleafure  in  which  he 
had  fo  long  been  engaged,  and  having  nothing  to 
hope  for,  or  in  any  way  to  give  agitation  to  his 

mind, 
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mind,  the  prince  often  experienced  a  languor  and 
depreffion  that  made  time  a  burthen  to  him.  Being 
now  in  Peterfburg,  towards  the  beginning  of  the 
Jong  winter-evenings,  he  would  fit  alone,  order 
the   table   to  be  fpread  with  a  black  velvet  kept 
for   the  purpofe ;     then,    having   his    diamonds 
brought,  he  would  continue   for  hours  amufing 
himfelf,  like   a  child,  in  placing  them  one  after 
another,  in  the  forms  of  circles,  crofTes,  and  fan- 
ciful figures,  confidering  each  before  he  placed  it, 
and  then  admiring  the  fituaticn  of  it  or  removing 
it  to  another.  On  one  of  thefe  evenings  the  thought 
occurred    to  him  to  weigh  his  diamonds :    they 
were  found  to  amount  to  feveral  pounds !  the  moft 
remarkable   were  *what  compofed  an  epaulette  of 
brilliants,  to  the  value  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand    rubles;  another   of  coloured  ftones  of 
three  hundred  thoufand  ;  perfect  rubies,  weighing 
from  thirty-five  to  thirty  fix  carats,  of  ineftimable 
value ;    the   picture    of  the  emprefs,  pendant  to 
yellow   and  black  diamonds,  in  imitation   of  the 
ribbon  of  the  order  of  St.  George,  &c.     He  fre- 
quently amufeel-  himfelf  by  pouring  his  diamonds 
out  of  one  hand  into  the  other,  as  children  play 
with  little  fhells  or  dried  peas.     He  would  fome- 
times  pafs  a  couple  of  hours  in  biting  his  nails  as 
he  walked  up  and  down  his  apartment,  though 
there  were   a  fcore    of  perfons  prefent.     lie  has 
been  juftly  accufed  of  employing   himfelf  in   fri- 
volous matters;  and  the  truth  has  even  been  ex- 
asperated ; 


CO 
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aggerated  ;  but  it  is  certain  that  he  had  grand  and 
extenfive  views,  and  that  his  death  was  a  real  lofs 
to  the  emprefs. 

Prince  Potemkin  was  in  the  fecret  of  all  the 
plans  adopted  by  Catharine,  who  regretted  him 
the  more,  as  he  held  the  grand  duke  in  awe.  She 
loft  him  at  a  time  when  fhe  repofed  no  confidence 
in  any  one,  and  was  too  far  advanced  in  life  t© 
think  of  training  up  another  man  to  bufinefs, 
which  demands  the  practice  of  a  number  of  years. 
Potemkin  directed  all  matters  relative  to  the  army ; 
it  is  not  to  be  thence  inferred  that  all  went  on 
well ;  but  all  went  on,  and  her  majefty  required 
nothing  more.  There  was  often  a  want  of  pro- 
vifions,  of  forage,  of  every  thing  in  his  camp  *. 
The  hofpitals  might  be  confidered  as  non-exiftent ; 
but  all  this  palled  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred or  two  thoufand  verlfs  from  the  reiidence. 
The  emprefs  could  not  hear  the  complaints  of  all 
her  fubjects,  and  found  it  far  eafierto  rely  entirely 
on  him,  than  to  fupprefs  abufes,  perhaps  difficult 
of  reform,  from  the  number  of  people  that  pro- 
fited by  them. 

*  His  houfe  at  Petersburg  exhibited  the  fame  diforder,  and 
feemed  to  be  r rider  the  fame  fort  of  management.  It  was 
no  uncommon  thing  to  pafs  through  a  l'uite  of  apartments 
without  finding  a  fingle  fervant  to  take  one's  name  :  fome- 
times  not  a  bit  of  bread  or  a  drop  of  water  was  to  be  had 
in  the  houfe  ;  but  there  wa6  always  plenty  of  petit -pates  and 
excellent  champagne. 

vol.  in.  x  The 
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The  prince  had  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his 
country  and  his  countrymen  ;  he  would  therefore, 
as  was  faid  before,  put  on  a  very  different  beha- 
viour towards  a  young  engliih  or  french  officer 
from  what  he  would  ufe  to  a  ruffian  general ;  the 
former  being  feated  befide  him,  while  the  other 
was  kept  ftanding,  and  did  not  venture  over  the 
fill  of  the  door ;  knowing  that  the  Ruffians, 
though  ever  fo  unfatisiled  with  this  or  iimilar 
treatment,  never  exprefs  their  difcontent  againfc  a 

,fuperior.  It  w:ts  from  his  own  genius  alone  that 
he  had  feized  the  character  of  other  nations ;  and 
jt  certainly  fhews  a  njcenefs  of  tact  exceedingly 
rare,  as  he  had  never  been  out  of  Ruffia. '  But 
the  greater!  encomium  that  can  be  palled  on  the 
talents  of  prince  Potemkin,  is  by  faying,  that, 
having  ceafed  to  be  favourite,  jnftead  of  falling, 
\f  not  into  dilgrace,  at  leaft  into  neglect  and  obli- 
vion, he  was  able  tp  maintain  himfelf  for  fo  many 
years,  and  even  to  his  death,  in  the  poifeffion  of 
a  power  entirely  abfolute ;  a  power  which  was 
never  balanced  by  that  of  any  of  the  favourites  his1 
fuccefTors  :  he  kept  it  complete  and  entire  in  a 
country  fo  fubject  to  fudden  revolutions,  and 
(what  is  worthy  of  particular  remark)  with  a  fove- 
reign  who  cannot  be  accufed  of  any  defect  of  un- 
derstanding and  judgement,  and  of  not  reigning 
\>y  herfelf.  This,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  would 
alone  be  fufficient  to  evince,  that  prince  Potent 
/.nwasaman  of  no  ordinary  ft&mp ;  and  even 

*  tha'- 
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that  he  was  very  far  from  it.  He  is  juftly  com- 
mendable for  having  always  patronifed  his  friends, 
and  for  never  having  ruined  any  one,  though  af- 
furedly  he  had  both  the  means  and  the  opportunity 
in  his  power. 

Some  time  in  the  year  1787,  he  took  it  into 
his  head  to  have  Plutarch  read  to  him,  to  which 
he  liftened  with  great  attention.  When  they  were 
come  to  the  life  of  Agelilaus,  and  the  account  of 
his  conquefb,  he  interrupted  his  reader;  and, 
after  remaining  thoughtful  for  fome  moments,  he 
afked  him:  "  Think  you,  that  I  could  go,  at 
'*  fome  future  period,  to  Conftantinople  ?"  To 
which  the  reader  replied  :  ie  If  the  fovereign  pleafe 
((  there  is  no  impoffibility  to  prevent  your  going." 
That  is  enough,"  returned  the  prince  j  Si  and 

if  any  one  mould  come  to-day,  and  tell  me  that 

I  could  not  go  thither,  I  would  fhoot  myfelf 
**  through  the  head."  He  had  even  meditated  an 
attack  upon  China  :  preparations  were  actually 
made  for  taking  pofTeffion  of  the  Amoor  at  Nert- 
ihinfk,  where  the  Ruffians  have  their  gold  and 
iilver  mines ;  and  the  chief  difficulty  he  had  to 
encounter  was  the  want  of  timber.  Nothing  but 
his  death  put  a  flop  to  this  expedition.  It  was  his 
firm  opinion,  that  a  body  of  ten  thoufand  Ruffians 
could  march  through  China. 

It  is  certain  that  he  found  the  means  of  detach-* 

ing  France  from  Turkey,  and  of  bringing  her  to 

concur  with  •  Ruflk,    which  certainly  mews  no 

1  x  %  fmali 
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fmall  degree  of  political  dexterity,  efpecially  as 
he  had  to  do  with  lb  political  a  people  as  the 
French.  The  news  of  the  french  revolution  quite 
afflicted  him.  He  was  feveral  times  afterwards  fur- 
prifed  in  talking  to  himfelf  on  that  fubject,  in 
broken  fentences  without  connection,  and  with 
great  gesticulation. 

But  we  muft  now  return  to  our  hiftory.  After 
a  Hay  of  about  five  months  at  Peterfburg,  prince 
Potemkin  quitted  the  refidence,  to  return  to  the 
army.  Satiated  with  pomp  and  grandeur,  with 
triumphs  and  with  pleafures,  he  was  reftlefs  and 
uneafy  every  where  ;  and  his  frequent  iighs  betray- 
ed the  gloom  that  overfpread  his  mind  *.  He  was 
fatisfled  neither  with  the  flatteries  of  the  courtiers, 
nor  the  bounties  of  his  fovereign,  nor  with  him- 
felf: and  his  irritation  feemed  to  increafe  at  the 
prefence  of  the  new  favourite. 

This  favourite  was  Plato  Zubof.  Objects 
more  important  have  hitherto  detained  us  from 
fpeaking  of  him.  It  is  necefTary  now  to  ftate 
briefly  the  caufes  of  his  elevation,  and  the  dif- 
grace  of  his  predeceilbr. 

*  It  is  well  known  that  prince.  Potemkin,  on  quitting  Pe- 
teriburg,  in  1791,  had  a  fecret  prefentiment  that  he  ihould 
never  return  :  he  faid  it  over  and  over  again.  However, 
there' was  nothing  marvellous  in  the  matter.  His  manner  of 
life,  regular  in  no  one  refpect,  evidently  tended  to  fliorten  his 
days  :  he  was  no  more  than  fifty-two  years  of  age ;  and  his 
natural  conftiti^ion  feemed  to  warrant  him  a  long  courfe  of 
life. 

Momonof 
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Momonof  was  well  enough  liked  by  the  em- 
prefs ;  but  he  made  her  no  adequate  returns.  Like 
Potemkin,  not  Satisfied  with  the  magnificent  pre- 
fents  lavimed  on  him  by  her  majefty,  he  fraudulent- 
ly extorted  from  her  immenfe  fums  *.  But  he  lived 
with  her  in  the  manner  of  a  flave,  the  weight  of 
whofe  chains  were  not  the  lefs  felt  for  being  of 
gold,  and  not  as  a  lover,  pleafed  with  pleating. 
His  heart,  however,  was  not  infenlible.  Catha- 
rine, in  the  number  of  her  maids  of  honour,  had 
the  daughter  of  prince  Scherbatof,  a  lady  young, 
handfome,  and  fprightly,  and  having  withal  a 
difpofition  to  gallantry.  Momonof  was  foon  fmit- 
ten  by  her  charms,  and  had  made  himfelf  agree- 
able to  her.  But  his  paflion  had  not  as  yet  palTed 
the  bounds  of  refpecl ;  when  one  day  he  hap- 
pened to  hear  Potemkin  extol  the  charms  of 
princefs  Scherbatof.  Momcnof  was  thunderftmck. 
He  knew  the  unlimited  power  of  Potemkin  :  he 
knew  that  it  was  iufficient  for  him  to  form  a  defire 
for   having   it   gratified  :    he  therefore   ran   and 

1 

*  As  flie  advanced  in  age,  theemprefs  grew  more  parsimonious 
to  her  lovers.  She  gave  Potemkin  and  Momonof  permilhon 
to  draw  upon  Strekalof,  her  private  trealurer 3  and  they  we;  e 
fo  licentious  in  the  ufe  of  it,  that  the  imperial  coffers  were  focn 
indebted  to  the  amount  of  five  millions  of  rubles.  Catharine, 
upon  this,  reprimanded  Strekalof :  who,  in  his  justification, 
produced  a  heap  of  drafts  from  Potemkin  and  Momonof,  moft- 
ly  written  on  vile  fcraps  of  paper.  On  her  mentioning  it  to 
Momonof,  he  turned  the  affair  into  a  joke;  and  all  was 
made  up. 

x  3  threw 
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threw  himfelf  on  his  knees  to  princefs  Scherba- 
tof,  and  imparted  to  her  the  caufe  of  his  uneafi- 
nefs.  For  his  comfort  and  encouragement  fhe 
promifed  to  grant  him  what  he  was  afraid  of  being 
deprived  of  by  his  rival ;  and  fhortly  after  he  had 
additional  reafons  for  difmiffing  his  anxiety  :  Po- 
temkin  fet  out  for  the  army. 

This  intimacy  fubflfted  a  long  time,  and  was 
known  to  all  the  court.  Catharine  alone  per- 
ceived nothing  of  it.  At  length,  however,  by 
the  jealoufy  of  fome  of  the  courtiers,  her  eyes 
were  opened  ;  ihe  was  told  that  Momonof  had  not 
furrendered  to  her  the  whole  of  his  heart,  of  which 
fhe  foon  after  had  evident  proofs.  However  of- 
fended at  this  difcovery,  fhe  thought  it  beft  to 
connive  at  it,  at  leafl  for  the  prefent.  This  was 
during  the  fummer  of  1789.  The  court  was  at 
Tzariko-felo  ;  and  the  daughter  of  count  Bruce, 
one  of  the  richeft  heirefles  of  the  empire,  had  juft 
been  prefented. 

Catherine,  laying  hold  of  this  opportunity, 
faid  to  Momonof,  that  fhe  intended  he  ihould 
marry  the  young  countefs  *  Bruce.  Momonof 
implored  her  not  to  infift  upon  it.     The  emprefs 

*  In  Ruflia  and  in  all  the  North,  the  young  ladies  bear 
the  fame  title  with  their  parents.  The  young  countefs  is 
now  married  to  count  Mouffin  Poufhkin,  who  has  added  to 
his  name  that  of  Bruce.  He  is  at  prefent  ambaflador  from 
Ruflia  to  tire  court  of  Naples. 

deiired 
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delired  to  know  the  reaibn  of  his  rel uctance.  At 
this  he  was  embarrafTed  :  fhe  infilled  ;  and  he  fell 
at  her  feet,  confeffing  that  he  had  .plighted  his 
faith  to  princefs  Scherbatof.  The  emprefs  wanted 
no  farther  explanation  :  the  two  lovers  .were  mar- 
ried next  day,  and  fet  off  for  Mofco. 

Momonof  was  bound  by  every  tie  of  gratitude 
to  Catharine  for  her  bounties,  and  the  extreme 
^condefceniion  fhe  had  always  fhewn  him.  But  it 
was  currently  reported  that  he  had  the  imprudence 
to  mention  to  his  wife  the  particulars  of  his  inter- 
views with  the  emprefs  ;  and  that  fhe  divulged 
them  with  a  levity  injurious  to  the  fovereign.  It 
was  added  that  that  princefs  repaid  the  indifcretion 
by  an  act  of  great  feverity.  When  Momonof 
and  his  lady  were  gone  to  reft,  the  mafter  of  the 
police  at  Mofco  entered  their  apartment ;  and, 
after  having  fhewn  them  an  order  from  her  ma- 
jefly,  he  left  them  in  the  hands  of  fix  women, 
and  retired  to  an  adjoining  chamber.  Then  the 
fix  women,  or  rather  the  fix  men  die-iTta.  as 
women,  feized  the  babbling  lady,  and  having 
.flopped  her  entirely  of  her  night-clothes,  exer- '. 
cifed  on  her  the  difcipline  of  flagellation  with 
rods  in  the  prefence  of  Momonof,  whom  they 
forced  to  kneel  down  during  the  ceremony.  When 

CD  J 

the  chaftifement  was  over,  the  police  mailer  re- 
entered the  room  and  faid :  ii  This  is  the  way  the 
"  emprefs  punifhes  a  firfl  indifcretion.  For  the 
*'  fecond,  people  are  fent  to  Siberia." 

x  4  The 
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The  very  day  of  the  marriage  of  Momonof,  the 
poffc  of  favourite  was  conferred  on  Plato  Zubof, 
an  officer  in  the  horfe  guards.     Prince  Potemkin 
heard   with   much   concern   that   the   choice   of 
Catharine  had  fallen  on  Zubof.     He  made  it  the 
fubjecl  of  a  letter  to  her  majefty,  employing  all 
forts  of  arguments  to  induce  her  to  change  her 
lover.     But  from  the  firft  period  of  his  elevation 
Zubof  had  rendered  himielf  io  agreeable  that  he 
was  in  no  dread  of  a  rival.     The  emprefs  wrote  to 
Potemkin,  that  fo  long  as  ihe  had  no  juft  reafons 
to  complain  of  Zubof,  Hie  mould  not  refclve  upon 
difmiffing  him.     Notwithstanding  this,  Potemkin 
continued  his  importunities  forfome  time. —  "If 
"  you  fee  the  emprefs,"  laid   he  to  one  of  the 
courriers    who   carried   his   difpatches   to  court, 
"  obferve  to  her  that  I  have  teeth  which  give  me 
*.'  great  pain,  and  that  I  mall  not  be  eafy  till  I 
"  have  got  rid  of  them."     It  was  a  clumi'y  play 
upon  words :  Zubof,  in  rufs,  iigniiies  teeth. 

The  death  of  the  emperor  Jofeph  II.  *  had  fcft 
Catharine  to  contend  with  the  Ottomans,  reduced 
to  her  own  forces  alone.  Leopold  II.  yielding  to 
the  follicitations  of  Pruflia,  and  jftill  more  to  the 
exigencies  of  his  people,  who  were  linking  under 
the  prefiure  of  an  unjuft  and  unfortunate  war,  was 
in  hafte  to  break  off  from  lluffia,  and  to  conclude 
a  feparate  peace  with  the  porte. 

*  Jofeph  II.  died  the  20th  of  February  1790. 

It 
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It  was  no  longer  Frederic  IT.  that  reigned  in 
Pruflia.  Five  years  had  elapfed  fince  lie  had  ter- 
minated  his  long  and  brilliant  courts  *.  Endow 
with  a  refolute  character  and  a  flexile  mind,  he 
had  improved  them  both  by  ftudy  and  reflexion. 
The  leflbns  he  had  imbibed  from  hiftory  rendered 
him  at  once  a  profound  politician  and  an  able 
general ;  his  intercourfe  with  the  philofophers  and 
fine  writers  of  every  age  and  nation  had  qualified 
him  for  taking  a  place  among  diftinguilhed  au- 
thors. While  he  was  only  prince  royal,  he  feemed 
to  afpire  at  the  glory  of  the  Antonines  or  a  Marcus 
Aurelius  :  but  no  fooner  was  he  (bated  on  the 
throne  than  he  took  for  his  models  an  Alexander 
and  a  Philip.  Returning  victorious  from  a  wax 
which  had  threatened  his  ruin,  he  extended  the 
limits  of  his  dominions,  and  from  the  fecondary 
power  which  fell  to  him  by  inheritance,  he  raifed 
himfelf  into  one  of  the  moft  authoritative  poten- 
tates of  Europe.  To  the  titles  of  politician  and 
conqueror,  which  he  had  already  acquired,  he 
now  added  that  of  legislator ;  and,  by  the  code 
which  bears  his  name,  he  merited  in  many  refpecls 
the  gratitude  of  his  fubjecls.  Difdainful  of  luxury 
from  inclination,  and  fearful  of  it  from  ceconomy, 
he  founded  his  pride  on  the  number  of  his  foi- 
diers.     Laborious,  vigilant,  indefatigable,  he  was 

*  Frederic  II.  died  the  17th  of  Auguft  1786. 

employed 
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employed  to  the  lail  moment  of  his  life  in  the 
adminiftration  of  his  kingdom  :  but  at  the  fame 
time  he  fhewed  himfelf  more  jealous  of  ftrength-. 
ening  and  fecuring  his  power  and  of  the  profperity 
of  Pruffia,  than  of  the  happinefs  of  the  Pruffians. 
Did  he  live  happily  himfelf  ?  It  may  be  an- 
fwered,  No ;  lince  he  was  neither  hufband  *, 
nor  lover,  nor  father,  and  often  fuftered  himfelf 
to  be  ruled  by  two  tormenting  paffions,  avarice 
and  ambition.  He  was  emulous  of  the  furname 
of  Great:  he  obtained  it  of  the  age  in  which  he 
lived,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  it  will  be  con- 
firmed by  posterity. 

But  though  Frederic  II.  was  no  more,  the 
fame  fpirit  ftill  directed  the  cabinet  of  Berlin* 
Some  time  before  Leopold  made  peace  with  the 
Turks,  Frederic  William  had  figned  a  treaty  with 
them.  Thus  Catharine  at  once  loft  a  defender, 
and  was  expofed  to  the  probability  of  having  foon 
a  new  enemy  to  contend  with.  That  enemy  how- 
ever did  not  draw  the  fword  againft  her,  at  which 
fhe  was  not  the  lefs  incenfed.  He  took  advantage 
of  the  difcontents  in  Poland  for  gaining,  a  consider- 
able influence  in  that  country,  and  leagued  himfelf 
to  it  by  a  new  treaty.  Under  pretence  of  defending 
the  Poles  he  cauied  his  troops  to  enter  their  terri- 


*  It  is  well  known,  that,  though  he  was  married,  he  never 
cohabited  with  his  wife. 


tory ; 
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tory ;  and,  what  perhaps  occafioned  frill  more 
heart-burning  at  the  court  of  Ruffia,  he  took, 
poffeffion  of  the  cities  of  Uantzic  and  Thorn. 

The  emprefs  now  began  to  fee  that  her  viclories 
were  ruinous,  and  that  remote  conquefts  might 
bring  on  the  lofs  of  the  provinces  which  fhe  pof- 
fefled  in  Poland.  In  a  word,  me  perceived  the 
neceffity  of  bringing  about  a  peace  ;  but  fhe  had 
too  much  pride  to  me  for  it,  and  rather  than  that, 
Ihe  chofe  to  continue  fighting. 

Her  armies  obtained  frill  farther  fuccefTes. 
Kutufof  beat  the  combined  troops  of  the  Turks 
and  Tartars  at  Babada  * :  prince  Repnin,  at  the 
head  of  twenty-five  thoufand  men,  entirely  routed 
feventy  thoufand  Ottomans  whom  he  met  and  en- 
gaged not  far  from  Matzin  -j~ :  Gudovitch,  bro- 
ther of  him  who  had  formerly  been  the  favourite 
of  Peter  III,  made  himfelf  matter  of  the  fortrefTes 
of  Sudyuk-kaly  and  of  Anapa,  on  the  frontiers  of 
the  Krimea  and  the  Kuban,  where  he  took  four- 
teen thoufand  prifoners,  among  whom  was  the 
fheik  Manfhour,  the  pretended  prophet  of  whom 
mention  has  been  already  made. 

*  In  the  month  of  May,  1791.  Babada  is  in  Bulgaria  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Danube,  as  well  as  Matzin. 

t  In  the  month  of  July  1791.  This  was  the  laft  battle  of 
the  war.  It  has  been  ken  above,  that,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  fame  year,  prince  Gallitzin  beat  a  body  of  Turks  at  the 
fame  place. 

Great 
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Great  Britain,  who,  in  revenge  for  the  alliance 
concluded  between  France  and  Ruffia,  had  ex- 
cited the  Turks  to  declare  war  againft  the  latter 
power,  and  had  vainly  been  prodigal  of  her  afTiil- 
ance  in  arms,  ammunition,  and  counfel ;  Great 
Britain  refolved  to  take  advantage  of  the  moment 
when  the  court  of  Peterfburg  was  detaching  itfelf 
from  the  French,  to  engage  it  in  a  connection 
with  her. 

After  having  apprifed  of  her  defign  the  cabinets 
of  Berlin  and  of  the  Hague,  who  had  acted  in 
concert  with  her  from  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
{he  eagerly  propofed  her  mediation  to  the  emprefs," 
on  condition  that  in  making  peace  that  princefs 
fhould  confent  to  give  up  her  conquefts,  and  to 
take  for  the  balls  of  the  new  arrangements  the 
treaty  of  Kamardgi  *; 

Still  maintaining  the  fame  character  of  haughty 
independence,  which  fhe  had  fupported  through 
the  whole  of  the  war,  the  emprefs,  in  the  very 
laft  fcene  of  it,  feemed  deiirous  to  mortify  rather 
than  conciliate  the  allied  powers :  fuch  at  leaft 
was  her  behaviour  to  the  britifh  court.  The 
cabinet  of  London  had  fent  to  Peterfburg  Mr. 
Fawkener,  fecretary  to  the  privy-council,  giving 
him  in  charge  two  proportions,  whereof  the  moil 
favourable  to  Ruffia  was  not  to  be  produced  un- 

*  It  was  what  the  three  allied  courts  called,  in  diplomatic 
termsj,  thejtatus  quo. 

lefs 
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lefs  the  other  fhould  not  be  accepted.  Fawkener 
was  not  wanting  in  abilities  as  a  negotiator :  but 
was  by  no  means  a  match  for  Catharine.  Whether 
that  princefs  had  been  fecretly  advertifed  by  her 
emiffaries,  that  the  britifh  agent  had  the  power 
to  make  her  a  double  propofal,  or' whether  it  was 
only  matter  of  furmife,  fhe  refolvcd  to  avail  her- 
felf  of  it.  Determined  on  concluding  a  peace 
with  the  Turks,  whatever  it  fhould  coft  her,  in 
order  that  her  armies  might  fall  back  into  Poland, 
fhe  received  Mr.  Fawkener  with  extreme  affability. 
She  admitted  him  to  her  table  at  Tzariko  ieio, 
placed  him  over  againft  her,  difcourfed  with  him 
all  dinner-time,  and  after  riling  from  table  talked 
with  him  again,  artfully  by  turns  giving  him 
reafon  to  apprehend  the  failure  of  his  negotiation, 
and  infpiring  him  with  the  hopes  of  its  fuccefs ; 
ihe  at  length  fo  completely  entangled  him,  that 
he  had  not  the  courage  to  propofe  any  other  than 
the  moft  advantageous  conditions. 

About  the  fame  time  with  the  arrival  of  that 
gentleman,  a  traveller  *,  who  happened  to  be 
connected  both  by  confanguinity  and  friendfhip 
with  the  illufrrious  leader  of  the  oppoiition-party 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  appeared  at  the  court 
of  St.  Peterfburg.  Whatever  was  the  object  of 
his  vifit,  whether  to  collect  for  his  friend  more  ac- 
curate information,  fuch  as  a  ftatefman  ought  to 

*  Mr.  Adair. 

life 
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«fe  all  due  means  of  obtaining-  on  fo  great  a  poli- 
tical queftion  as  that  relating  to  the  equipoife  of 
the  european  powers,  or  purpofes  of  mere  curio- 
fity  concerning  the  court  of  a  princefs  who  made 
fuch  a  figure  in  the  affairs  of  the  world,  his  pre- 
fence  there  was  made  by  the  emprefs  an  occafion 
of  Ihewing  a  marked  flight  to  the  agent  of  the 
hritiih  miniftry.  Whenever  fhe  fpoke  to  the  latter 
at  court,  fhe  always  took  care  at  the  fame  time  to 
place  the  former  at  her  right  hand,  in  the  place 
of  honour  ;  and  on  the  arrangement  of  the  peace, 
the  prefents  fhe  conferred  were  preciiely  of  the 
fame  kind  to  both,  but  of  greater  value,  and  more 
in  number,  to  the  friend  and  relation  of  Mr.  Fox, 
whom,  as  an  orator  and  a1  ftatefman,  fhe  had  al- 
ways admired. 

Catharine,  being  thus  made  acquainted  with  the 
clifpofitions  of  England,  caufed  a  memorial  to  be 
delivered  to  the  Danifh  minifler,  to  prevail  upon 
him  to  -negotiate  the  preliminaries  of  peace  with 
the  cabinets  of  Berlin,  of  London,  and  of  the 
Hague. 

Count  Bernftorf  was  in  all  refpe&s  worthy  of 
being  truited  with  the  mediation  of  fo  important 
a  caufe,  and  eagerly  informed  the  three  allied 
courts  of  the  intention  of  Catharine  ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  an  accommodation  between  thofe 
powers  and  Rullia  was  prefently  agreed  on. 

In  purfuance  of  this  accommodation,  the  three 
allied  courts  agreed  to  propofe  to  the  porte  the 

terms 
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terms  offered  by  the  emprefs,  and  declared,  that 
if  the  Turks  would  not  accept  of  thefe  conditions8 
they  would  abandon  their  caufe,  and  leave  them 
to  profecute  alone  the  war  againft  Ruffia. 

A  congrefs  xvas  affiembled  at  Shiftove ;  where 
the  negotiators  found  at  firrt  fome  difficulty  in 
coming  to  an  agreement.  Hence  they  removed 
to  Gal  ate  h,  and  the  preliminaries  of  peace  were  at 
length  iigned,  the  9th  of  January  1792,  by  prince 
Repnin  and  the  grand  vizier.  The  definitive 
treaty,  concluded  at  YafTy,  foon  after  followed  *. 

1792.  It  has  been  calculated  that  in  this  war 
Auftria  loft  one  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  fol- 
diers,  and  expended  three  hundred  millions  ci 
florins.  —  Ruffia  loft  two  hundred  thoufand  men, 
five  fhips  of  the  line,  feven  frigates,  and  four- 
fcore  fmaller  veffiels  -f~ ;  and  expended  two  hun- 
dred millions  of  rubles. — The  Turks  loit  three 
hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  men,  iix  fhips  of 
the  line,  four  frigates,  with  feveral  other  veffels, 
and  expended  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of 
piaftres. 

*  See  the  Appendix  at  the  end  of  the  volume,  No.  IX. 

f  One  fiiip  of  the  line  was  taken  in  the  Baltic ;  three 
perifhed  by  accident ;  Six  large  frigates  were  taken,  and  near 
fourscore  armed  vetfcls  of  inferior  dimensions.  —  Ruin  a  toil 
hi  the  Euxine  a  large  frigate,  commanded  by  captain  Mar- 
shal;  the  Magdalene  of  66  guns,  captain  Tifdale,  driven  by 
a  gale  of  wind  into  the  canal  of  Constantinople  5  and  the 
Kiiinea  of  .to  guns.,  foundered  in  the  fame  Storm. 

Sweden 
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Sweden  Lad  expended  feventy  millions  of  rix 
dollars,  and  loft  twelve  fhips  of  the  line,  three 
frigates,  and  forty  fmaller  vefiels  of  war  *. 

After  ligning  the  treaty,  Bezborodko  declared 
that  the  emprefs  gave  up  her  claim  to  the  twelve 
millions  of  piaftres  which  the  porte  had  juft  ftipu- 
lated  to  pay  her  as  an  indemnity  for  the  expences 
of  the  war.  The  ottoman  plenipotentiaries  juftly 
tefrified  their  admiration  of  an  acl  of  generoiity  fo 
truly  imperial.  - 

It  muft  not  here  be  forgotten,  that,  while  the 
formidable  armament  was  fitting  out  by  the  court 
of  London  for  the  Baltic,  to  force  the  emprefs  into 
a  peace  with  the  Turks,  prince  Naffau  Siegen, 
then  in  high  favour  with  her  majeity,  prefented 
to  her  a  project  of  marching  an  army  through 
Bokhara  to  Kafhmir,  and  thence  to  Bengal,  to 

*  Six  fhips  of  the  line  mid  two  frigates  were  raptured,  and 
n*x  fhips  of  the  line  and  a  frigate  deftroyed,  as  well  as  moll  of 
the  forty  froaller  vfciiels.  The  fwedifh  frigate  tiie  Venus,  of 
40  guns  bafely  firiick  to  the  ruffian  brigantine  the  Mercury  of 
22  guns  commanded  by  captain  Crown,  who,  being  made 
captain  of  the  Venus,  took  the  fwedifh  fhip  the  Rameden,  of 
64  guns,  after  having  juft  miffed  of  taking  the  yacht  Amphion, 
on  board  of  which  Avas  the  king  of  Sweden.  Captain  Ciuwn 
came  to  Ruffia  in  1 788  and  brought  with  him  his  lady,  who  was 
no  lefs  brave  than  handibmc,  and  accompanied  him  on  all  his 
voyages.  Catharine  II.  charmed  with  the  anecdotes  related  of 
this  heroine,  had  her  introduced  at  court,  and  prefented  her 
with  her  portrait  let  with  brilliants,  and  feveral  other  marks 
of  her  bounty, 

drive 
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drive  the  Englilh  out  of  India.  He  pretended  not 
however  to  be  the  author  of  it,  having  received  it 
of  a  Frenchman  named  de  St.  Genie,  by  whom  it 
was  conceived  and  drawn  up.  This  man  propofed 
that  the  emprefs  fhould  publifh  a  manifefto,  de- 
claring that  fhe  fent  the  army  for  the  purpoie  of 
re-eftablifhing  the  mogul  on  the  throne  of  India, 
as  a  blind  to  the  real  object  fhe  had  in  view.  De 
St.  Genie  allured  her  that  few  or  no  difficulties 
were  to  be  apprehended  in  palling  through  Bok- 
hara ;  but  rather  as  the  oltenhble  delign  was  to 
reftore  to  the  throne  of  India  a  prince  of  their  own 
religion,  they  would  be  friendly  to  the  enterprife  : 
however,  at  any  rate,  nothing  was  to  be  dreaded 
from  a  people  fo  difunited  among  themfelves,.  and 
who  Hand  in  awe  of  the  Ruffians ;  adding,  that 
Ihe  might  lay  her  account  in  being  joined  in  the 
north  of  India  by  the  difcontented  from  all  parts. 

As  a  farther  inducement  to  this  undertaking,  de 
St.  Genie  affirmed,  that  there  were  known  to  be 
paffes  through  the  mountains,  and  that  he  could 
refer  to  perfons  who  had  been  fent  into  the  coun- 
try by  M.  de  Vergennes;  at  the  fame  time  he  ac- 
companied his  project  with  a  map  accurately  laid 
down  of  the  feveral  Hations  for  the  march  of  the 
army  *. 

Catharine  teftified  her  approbation  of  the  plan  : 
but  it  was  treated  with  derilion  by  prince  Potem- 

*  See  Eton's  Survey  of  the  Tuvkiih  empire. 
vol.  in.  y  kin. 
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kin.  Had  the  menaces  of  the  britifh  miniffer 
been  profecuted  to  open  hostilities,  from  the  tem- 
per me  was  in  at  that  time  with  regard  to  his  pro- 
cedures, there  is  no  faying  what  the  emprefs 
would  have  left  untried,  if  not  brought  to  effect. 
However,  for  the  prcfent  fhe  contented  herfelf 
with  faying  :  "  C'eft  un  miniftre  de  preparatifs 
6f  qui  ne  vient  a  bout  de  rien." 

Prince  Potemkin  had  not  the  good  fortune  to 
conclude  the  peace  between  Ruilia  and  the  porte. 
He  had  repaired  to  the  congrefs  of  YaflTy  :  but, 
being  foon  after  attacked  with  an  epidemical  fever 
which  was  then  rife  at  that  place,  he  was  unable 
to  attend  much  to  the  negotiations  that  were  car- 
rying on.  As  fcon  as  the  emprefs  had  intelligence 
that  he  was  lick,  fhe  fent  off  to  him  two  of  the 
nioft  experienced  phyiicians  at  Peterfburg  *.  He 
difdained  their  advice,  and  would  follow  no  regi- 
men. He  carried  even  his  intemperance  to  an 
uncommon  height,  his  ordinary  breakfaft  was  the 
greater  part  of  a  fmoke- dried  goofe  from  Ham- 
burgh, flices  of  hung-beef  or  ham,  drinking  with 
it  a  prodigious  quantity  of  wine  and  Dantzic- 
liqueurs,  and  afterwards  dining  with  equal  voracity. 
He  never  controlled  his  appetites  in  any  kind  of 
gratification.  He  frequently  had  hisfavourite  fberlet- 
foup,at  feafons  when  that  B.(h  is  fo  enormouflydear, 
that  this  foup  alone,  which  might  be  confidered 

P.  The  doctors  Tinman n  and  Maflbt. 

only 
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only  us  the  overture  to  his  dinner,  flood  him  in 
three  hundred  rubles.  Having;  mentioned  his 
fterlet-foup,  it  is  impoflible  to  refrain  from  relating 
an  anecdote  on  that  fubjecl  here.  Being  at  Yafiy, 
the  prince  had  promifed  fome  of  the  women  that 
went  about  with  him  every  where,  and  formed  his 
court,  a  foup  of  this  kind  ;  or  perhaps,  in  one  of 
thofe  whims  which  were  fo  common  with  him,  he 
had  a  mind  to  it  himfelf ;  but,  as  the  capital 
maker  of  it  was  at  Peterfburg,  he  difpatclied  a 
major  to  travel  poft,  with  orders  to  have  a  large 
tureen  of  it  made  :  which  he  did  accordingly,  and 
brought  it  with  him,  well  luted.  Now  let  the 
reader  judge  of  the  expence  this  fancy  put  him  to  : 
the  cook,  as  we  may  imagine,  made  a  greater 
quantity  of  it  than  was  wanted  for  the  prince,  and 
ate  the  remainder  with  his  friends  * ;  nay,  we  may  be 
lure  that  he  ate  it  better  than  the  prince,  to  whom 
it  mufr  have  come  fomewhat  lei's  frefh,  after  having 
travelled  near  two  thoufand  verfts.  This  anecdote 
may  likewife  ferve  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  bufinefs 
in  which  majors  were  fometimes  employed  by 
him,  and  confequently  of  the  confideration  in 
which  they  muft  ■  have  been  held.  He  has  fre- 
quently  fent  his  officers  from  the  Krimea  or  from 
Krementfchuk  to  Peteriburg,  and  even  to  Riga, 
for  oyfters  or  china-oranges,  on  their  firft  arrival 
Ax  thofe  ports. 

*  It  was  by  one  of-  thofe  friends  that  the  ftory  got  abroad. 

y  2  .With. 
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With  this  fort  of  diet  it  is  no  wonder  that  he 
perceived  his  di {temper  to  be  daily  gaining  ground, 
he  thought,  however,  to  get  well  by  removing  from 
Taffy.  Accordingly  he  refolved  to  fet  out  for 
Nicolayef,  a  town  which  he  had  built  at  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Ingul  with  the  Bogue.  Scarcely 
had  he  gone  three  leagues  of  his  journey  when  he 
found  himielf  much  worfe.  He  alighted  from  his 
carriage  in  the  mid  it  of  the  highway,  threw  him- 
ielf on  the  grafs,  and  died  *  under  a  tree,  in 
the  arms  of  the  countefs  Branicka,  his  favourite 
niece. 

At  firft  a  report  was  fpread,  as  ufual  on  the  death 
of  men  of  extraordinary  character,  that  the  prince 

*  Prince  Potemkin  died  the  15th  of  October  1791,  at  the 
age  of  52.  From  YaiTy  his  remains  were  tranfported  to  Kher- 
fon,  where  they  were  inhumed,  and  the  emprefs  allotted  a 
hundred  thouiand  rubles  for  the  erection  of  a  maufoleum  over 
them. —  Having  often  had  occafion  to  fpeak  of  the  dignities 
and  the  titles  of  this  extraordinary  perfonage,  we  infert  an 
abridgment  of  them  here  :  Knight  of  the  principal  orders  of 
Pruflia,  of  Sweden,  of  Poland,  and  of  all  the  orders  of  Ruflia  ; 
field-marihall,  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  armies  of  Ruflia, 
chief  general  of  the  cavalry  ;  grand  admiral  of  the  fleets  of 
the  Euxine,  of  the  fea  of  Azof,  and  of  the  Calpian ;  fenator 
and  prefident  of  the  college  of  war ;  governor- general  of 
Ekatarinoflaf  and  of  Taurida  ;  adjutant-general  and  actual 
chamberlain  to  the  emprefs  :  infpector-general  of  the  armies  j 
colonel  of  thepreobajeniky  guards  ;  chief  of  the  corps  of  horfe 
guards  ;  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  cuiralliers  of  his  name,  of 
the  dragoons  of  Peteriburg,  and  the  grenadiers  of  Ekatarino- 
flaf j  chief  of  all  the  manufactories  of  arms  and  die  foundaries 
of  cannon  ;  grand  hetman  of , the  kozaks,  &c. 

had 
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had  been  poiibned.  His  body,  on  being  brought 
to  YaiTV,  was  therefore  opened,  but  not  the 
fmalleft  indication  was  difcoverable  that  might 
juftify  iiich  a  fufpicion. 

The  name  of  Potemkin  will  long  hold  a  confpi- 
cuous  place  in  the  annals  of  Ruflia.  Nature,  in 
order  to  render  him  remarkable  in  every  point  of 
view,  had  given  him  a  gigantic  ftature,  and  a  por- 
tion of  bodily  ftrengih,  men  as,  in  former  times, 
excited  aftonifhment  in  a  Hercules  and  a  Theieus. 
When  firft  beheld,  he  had  fomething  favage  in 
his  appearance,  which  exhibited  an  extraordinary 
mixture  of  rude  and  of  cultivated  nature.  His 
look  was  animated,  lively,  and  piercing ;  his 
countenance,  fine,  pliant,  and  lofty,  befpoke 
the  head  of  a  Richelieu  or  a  Mazarin,  on  the 
robuft  fhoulders  of  a  favage.  Prone  to  tacitur- 
nity, and  eager  to  liften,  ■  his  hlence  was  the 
hlence  of  thought  and  reflection.  Active,  in- 
defatigable, turbulent,  bold,  and  difcreet,  with 
a  capacity  more  comprehenfive  than  juft,  he  was 
capable  of  undertaking  and  of  atchieving  the  moll 
dangerous  and  defperate  enterprizes.  Pie  paid 
little  attention  to  the  opinions  of  a  world  which  he 
delpifed  ;  and  his  paflions  acknowledged  neither 
reflraint  nor  limit,  becaufe  his  heart  was  deftitute 
of  morality  and  devoid  of  principle.  Plis  mind 
was  a  compoiition  of  raw  genius,  boundlcfs  ambi- 
tion, a  thirfl  of  independence,  a  love  of  fway, 

X   2  and 
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and  of  all  noble  and  of  all  low  paffions.  He  was  a 
wolf  holden  by  a  tingle  chain,  but  that  chain  was 
in  the  hand  of  Catharine. 

As  to  what  farther  might  be  faid  of  prince 
Potemkin,  we  fhall  content  ouifelves  with  inferting 
here  the  picture  drawn  of  him,  by  M.  L.  P.  Se- 
gur  *,  who  lived  a  long  time  in  habits  of  inti- 
macy with  him. 

i(  Prince  Gregory  Alexandrovitch  Potemkin 
was  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  men  of  his 
times  ;  but  in  order  to  have  played  fo  confpicuous 
a  part,  he  muft  have  been  -in  Ruflia,  and  have 
lived  in  the  reign  of  Catharine  II.  In  any  other 
country,  in  any  other  times,  with  any  other 
fovereign,  he  would  have  been  mifplaced  ;  and  it 
was  a  lingular  itroke  of  chance  that  created  this 
man   for  the  period  that  tallied  with  him,  and 

*  Formerly  ambaffador  at  Petersburg,  not  lefs  diuingxiifhed 
for  his  literary  than  his  political  talents.  Le  comte  de  Segur 
■wrote  under  the  emprefs's  pi6lure,  juft  after  her  return  from 
the  Krim,  the  following  lines : 

Reconnois  vers  le  nord  l'aimant  qui  nous  attire, 

Cet  heureux  conquerant,  profond  legiflateur, 
Ferarae  aimablc,  grand  homme,  &  que  l'envie  admire. 

Qui  parcourtfes  etats,  y  verfe  le  bonheur. 
Maitre  en  l'art  de  regner,  favarite  en  l'art  d'ccrire^ 

Kepandantla  lumi.ere,  ecartant  les  erreursj 
Si  le  fort  n'avoit  pului  donner  an  empire, 

J$Jle  auroiteutoujours  un  trone  dansnos  cceurs. 

brought 
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brought  together  and   combined   all  the  circum- 
ftances  with  which  he  could  tally. 

iC  In  his  perfon  were  collected  the  moft  oppo- 
site defects  and  advantages  of  every  kind.  He 
was  avaricious  and  oftentatious,  defpotic  and 
popular,  inflexible  and  beneficent,  haughty  and 
obliging,  politic  and  confiding,  licentious  and 
fuperftitious,  bold  and  timid,  ambitious  and  in- 
difcreet.  Lavifh  of  his  bounties  to  his  relations, 
his  miftreffes,  and  his  favourites,  yet  frequently 
paying  neither  his  houfehold  nor  his  creditors. 
His  confequence  always  depended  on  a  woman  ; 
and  he  was  always  unfaithful  to  her.  Nothing 
could  equal  the  activity  of  his  mind,  nor  the  in- 
dolence of  his  body.  No  dangers  could  appal  his 
courage  ;  no  difficulties  force  him  to  abandon  his 
projects.  But  the  fuccefs  of  an  enterprife  always 
brought  on  difguft. 

"  He  wearied  the  empire  by  the  number  of  his 
polls  and  the  extent  of  his  power.  He  was  him- 
felf  fatigued  with  the  burthen  of  his  exiftence  ; 
envious  of  all  that  he  did  not  do,  and  iick  of  all 
that  he  did.  Reft  was  not  grateful  to  him,  nor 
occupation  pleaiing.  Every  thing  with  him  was 
defultory;  bufinefs,  pleafure,  temper,  carriage. 
In  every  company  he  had  an  embarraffed  air,  and 
.  his  prefence  was  a  reftraint  on  every  company.  He 
was  morofe  to  all  that  flood  in  awe  of  him,  and 
careffed  all  fuch  as  accofted  him  with  familiarity. 

y  4  "  Ever 
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"  Ever  promiling,  feldom  keeping  his  word, 
and  never  forgetting  any  thing.  None  had  read 
lefs  than  he  ;  few  people  were  better  informed. 
He  had  talked  with  the  fkilful  in  all  profeffions,  in" 
all  the  fciences,  in  every  art.  None  better  knew 
how  to  draw  forth  and  appropriate  to  himfelf 
the  knowledge  of  others.  In  converfation '  he 
would  have  aftonifhed  a  fcholar,  an  artift,  an 
artifan,  and  a  divine.  His  information  was  not 
deep,  but  it  was  very  extenlive.  He  never  dived 
into  a  fubiedtj,  but  he  fpoke  well  on  all  fub- 
jecls. 

"  The  inequality  of  his  temper  was  productive 
of  an  inconceivable  oddity  in  his  defires,  in  his 
conduct,  and  in  his  manner  of  life.  One  while 
he  formed  the  project  of  becoming  duke  of 
Courland  ;  at  another  he  thought  of  bellowing 
on  himfelf  the  crown  of  Poland.  He  frequently 
gave  intimations  of  an  intention  to  make  himfelf 
a  bifhop  or  even  a  fimple  monk.  He  built  a  fu- 
perb  palace,  and  wanted  to  fell  it  before  it  was 
finifhed.  One  day  he  would  dream  of  nothing 
but  war ;  and  only  officers,  Tartars,  and  kozaks, 
were  admitted  to  him  :  the  next  day  he  was  bulled 
only  with  politics  ;  he  would  partition  the  otto- 
man empire,  and  put  in  agitation  all  the  cabinets 
of  Europe.  At  other  times,  with  nothing  in  his 
head  but  the  court,  drefled  in  a  magnificent  fuit, 
covered  with  ribbons  pre  fen  ted  him  by  every  po- 
tentate, 
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tentate,  difplaying  diamonds  of  extraordinary- 
magnitude  and  brilliance,  he  was  giving  fuperb 
entertainments  without  any  occaiion. 

"  He  was  fometimes  known  for  a  month,  and 
in  the  face  of  all  the  town,  to  pafs  whole  evenings 
at  the  apartments  of  a  young  female,  feeming  to 
have  alike  forgot  all  bufinefs  and  all  decorum. 
Sometimes  alfo,  for  feveral  weeks  fucceffively, 
fhutup  in  his  room  with  his  nieces  and  feveral  mea 
of  his  intimates,  he  would  lounge  on  a  fofa,  with- 
out fpeaking,  playing  at  chefs,  or  at  cards,  with 
his  legs  bare,  his  fhirt  collar  unbuttoned,  in  a 
morning  gown,  with  a  thoughtful  front,  his  eye- 
brows knit,  and  prefenting  to  the  view  of  ftrangers 
who  came  to  fee  him,  the  figure  of  a  rough  and 
fqualid  kozak. 

"  All  thefe  Angularities  often  put  the  emprefs 
out  of  humour,  but  rendered  him  more  iuterefting 
to  her.  In  his  youth  he  had  pleafed  her  by  the 
ardour  of  his  paffion,  by  his  valour,  and  by  his 
mafculine  beauty.  Being  arrived  at  maturity,  he 
charmed  her  ftill  by  flattering  her  pride,  by  calm- 
ing her  apprehenfions,  by  confirming  her  power, 
by  cherifhing  her  fancies  of  oriental  empire,  the 
expullion  of  the  barbarians,  and  the  reftoration  of 
the  grecian  republics. 

"  At  eighteen,  an  under-officer  in  the  horfe- 
guards,  on  the  day  of  the  revolution,  he  per- 
fuaded  his   corps   to   take  arms,   and   prefented 

to 
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to  Catharine  his  cockade  as  an  ornament  for  Lit 
fword.  Soon  after,  become  the  rival  of  Orlofs 
lie  performed  for  his  fovereign  whatever  the 
moft  romantic  paffion  could  infpire.  He  put 
out  his  eye  to  free  it  from  a  blemifh  which  cji- 
minifhed  his  beauty.  Banifhed  by  his  rival,  he 
ran  to  meet  death  in  battle,  and  returned  with 
glory.  A  fucceisful  lover,  he  quickly  fliook  off 
the  hypocritical  farce,  whofe  cataftrophe  held  out 
to  him  the  profpecr.  of  an  obfcure  difafter.  He 
himfelf  gave  favourites  to  hismiftrefs,  and  became 
her  confidant,  her  friend,  her  general,  and  her 
minifler. 

"  Pan  in  was  prcildent  of  the  council,  and  was 
a  {tickler  for  the  alliance  of  Pruffia.  Potemkin 
perfuadeu  his  miftrefs,  that  the  friendfhip  of  the 
emperor  would  be  of  more  ufe  to  her  in  realising  - 
her  plans  againft  the  Turks.  He  connected  her 
with  Jofeph  II.  and  thereby  furnifhed  himfelf 
with  the  means  of  conquering  the  Krimea  and 
the  country  of  the  Nogay  Tartars,  which  de- 
pended upon  it.  Reftoring  to  thefe  regions  their 
fonorous  and  ancient  names,  creating  a  maritime 
force  at  Kherfon  and  Sevastopol,  he  perfuaded 
Catharine  to  come  and  admire  herfelf  this  new 
fcene  of  his  glory.  Nothing  was  fpared  for  ren- 
dering this  journey  renowned  to  the  latest  poiie- 
rity.  Thither  were  conveyed,  from  all  parts  of 
the  empire ,  money,  provisions,  and  horfes.     The 

high- 
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highways  were  illuminated.  The  Boryfthenes 
was  covered  with  magnificent  gallies.  A  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  foldiers  were  newly 
equipped.  The  kozaks  were  brought  together  : 
the  Tartars  were  difciplined.  Delerts  were  peo- 
pled for  the  occalion  ;  and  palaces  were  raifed 
in  the  tracklefs  wild.  The  nakednefs  of  the 
plains  of  the  Krimea  was  difguifed  by  villages 
built  on  purpofe,  and  enlivened  by  fireworks. 
Chains  of  mountains  were  illuminated.  Fine  roads 
were  opened  by  the  army.  Howling  wilderneffes 
were  transformed  into  engliih  gardens.  The  king 
of  Poland  came  to  pay  homage  to  her  who  had 
crowned  him,  and  who  afterwards  {truck  him 
from  the  throne.  The  emperor  Jofeph  IT.  came 
himfelf  to  attend  the  triumphal  progrefs  of  the 
emprefs  Catharine  ;  and  the  refult  of  this  brilliant 
journey  was  another  war,  which  the  Engliih  and 
the  Pruffians  impolitically  inftigated  the  Turks  to 
undertake,  and  which  was  only  a  frefh  inftrument 
to  the  ambition  of  Potemkin,  by  affording  him 
an  occahon  to  conquer  Otchakof,  which  remained 
to  Ruffia,  and  to  obtain  the  grand  ribbon,  of  St. 
George,  the  only  decoration  that  was  wanting 
to  his  vanity.  But  thefe  latter  triumphs  were  the 
term  of  his  life.  He  died  in  Moldavia,  almoft  by 
a  hidden  ftroke ;  and  his  death,  lamented  by 
his  nieces  and  by  a  fmall  number  of  friends,  con- 
cerned only  his  rivals,  who  were  eager  to  divide 

his 


33^  LIFE    OF    THE  [l792. 

his  fpoils,  and  was  very  foon  followed  by  a  total 
oblivion. 

"  Like  the  rapid  paffage  of  thofe  mining 
meteors  which  aftonifh  us  by  their  luftre,  but 
are  empty  as  air,  Potemkin  began  every  thing, 
completed  nothing,  difordered  the  finances,  dif- 
organized  the  armv,  depopulated  his  country, 
and  enriched  it  with  other  deierts.  The  fame 
of  the  emprefs  was  increafed  by  his  conqueits. 
The  admiration  they  excited  was  for  her ;  and 
the  hatred  they  raifed,  for  her  minifrer.  Pofterity, 
more  equitable,  will  perhaps  divide  between  them 
both  the  glory  of  the  fucceffes  and  the  feverity  of 
the  reproaches.  It  will  not  bellow  on  Potemkin 
the  title  of  a  great  man  :  but  it  will  mention 
him  as  an  extraordinary  perfon  :  and,  to  draw  his 
picture  with  accuracy,  he  might  be  reprefented 
as  a  real  emblem,  as  the  living  image,  of  the  ruf- 
fian empire. 

"  For,  in  fact,  he  was  coloffal  like  Ruffia. 
In  his  mind,  as  in  that  country,  were  cultivated 
diftricts  and  defert  plains.  It  alfo  partook  of 
the  afiatic,  of  the  euror-ean,  of  the  tartarian,  and 
the  kozak;  the  rudenefs  of  the  eleventh  century, 
and  the  corruption  of  the  eighteenth ;  the  fur- 
face  of  the  arts,  and  the  ignorance  of  the  cloifters  ; 
an  outiide  of  civilization,  and  many  traces  of 
barbarifm.  In  a  word,  if  we  might  hazard  fo 
bold  a  metaphor,    even  his  two   eyes,   the  one 

open, 
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open,  and  the  other  clofed,  reminded  us  of  the 
Euxine  always  open,  and  the  northern  ocean,  fo 
long  fhut  up  with  ice. 

* '  This  portrait  may  appear  gigantic  :  but  thofe 
who  knew  Potemkin  will  bear  witnefs  to  its  truth. 
That  man  had  great  defects :  but  without  them, 
perhaps,  he  would  neither  have  got  the  mattery 
of  his  fovereign,  nor  .that  of  his  country.  He 
\vas  made  by  chance  precifely  fuch  as  he  ought  to 
be  for  preferving  fo  long  his  power  over  fo  extra- 
ordinary a  woman." 
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CHAP.    XVI. 

State  of  the  court  of  Peierfburg  at  the  death  of  prince 
Potemkin,  —  Infurreclion  of  Kofciusko.  —  Lajl par- 
tition of  Poland.  —  Ajfaffination  of  Guftavus  III. — 
Death  of  Leopold  IL  —  French  emigrants  in  Ruffia* 
—  Of  Plato  Zubof  and  his  brothers.  —  Treaty  con- 
cluded with  Gnat  Britain.  —  Confpiracy  of  Arm- 
feldt.  —  Journ,y  of  Gujlavus  Ado lp bus  II.  to  67. 
Petersburg.  —  Conquejis  in  Perfia.  —  Death  of  Ca- 
tharine II.  —  Statement  of  the  prefents  that  were 
received  by  her  favourites.  —  Forces,  expenditure  > 
and  revenues  of  Rujfia.  —  1 792, 1 793,1 794, 1 795, 
1796. 

1  HE  emprefs,  when  death  had  ravifhed  Lan- 
iko"i  from  her,  fhut  herfelf  up  in  her  apartment  ; 
and,  giving  way  m  her  grief,  was  fo  indifferent 
to  the  world,  that  fhe  was  willing  to  die  of  ina- 
nition. On  hearing  of  the  death  of  Potemkin, 
fhe  likevvile  ihut  herfelf  up ;  but  it  was  only  for 
employing  herfelf  in  the  adminiflration  of  the  em- 
pire. She  was  bufy  for  fifteen  hours  together,  and 
divided  among  her  minifters  the  direction  of  the 
affairs  which  had  belonged  to  Potemkin. 

Count  Bezborcdko  was  fent  to  the  congrefs  at 
Yafly,  and  concluded  the  peace,  as  related  in  the 

fore- 
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foregoing  chapter  ;  and  at  his  return,  being  at  the 
head  of  the  college  of  foreign  affairs,  he  at  firft 
poffeifed  a  very  extenfive  influence. 

The  favourite,  Plato  Zubof,  who  till  now  had 
been  an  utter  flranger  to  bufinefs,  was  defirous  of 
bearing  a  part  in  the  minifrry,  and  of  taking  on 
himfelf  the  direction.  On  this  fubject  he  afked 
advice  of  the  intriguing  Markof,  who  foon  became 
his  flatterer,  and  readily  undertook  to  be  his 
guide  in  the  career  of  politics.  Markof  was  re- 
compenfed  for  it  by  the  entire  confidence  of  .the 
favourite  and  that  of  the  fovereign.  They  formed 
their  junto,  in  which  they  treated  of  the  moft  im- 
portant affairs,  and  from  which  they  excluded 
Bezborodko  ;  who,  without  being  precifely  dif- 
graccd,  loft  confiderably  of  his  influence  *. 

It  was  in  one  of  thefe  meetings,  conrpofed  of 
Zubof,  Markof,  the  minifler  at  war  Nicolai  Scl- 
tikof,  and  forrie  others,  that  the  annihilation  of 
Poland,  long  fince  propcfed  by  Catharine,  W2s 
refolved  on.  That  princefs  wiihed  for  it  as  a  gr. 
t.li  cation  at  once  to  her  pride  and  her  vengeance. 
Her  favourites  and  her  greedy  minift'ers  hatj  been 
promoting  it  with  great  aiiiduity,  in  the  hopes  of 
obtaining  a  ihare  in  the  rich  fpoils  of  the  unhappy- 
Poles.  . 

*  Till  Zubof,  the  favourites  bad  never  been  publicly  em- 
jplov.ed  in  llate  affairs. ;  and  it  ie  the,  general  opinion  that  it 
would  have  been  more  advantageous  for  thole  affairs,,  if  the/ 
had  been  made  to  wait  for  his  fuecelfor. 

The  ' 
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The  emprefs  could  never  forgive  that  nation  for 
either  the  act  of  the  diet  in  1788*,  or  the  alliance 
of  Pruffia  accepted  in  contempt  of  her  own,  or, 
above  all,  the  conititution  of  179  1  -j-.  Big  with 
thefe  ideas  of  revenge,  fhe  gave  orders  to  Bulga- 
kof,  her  minifter  at  Warfaw,  folemnly  to  declare 
war  again  ft  Poland. 

The  diet  being  affembled,  received  this  declara- 
tion with  a  majeftic  calmnefs,  which  was  rapidly 
fucceeded  by  the- generous  enthuliafm  excited  by 
the  ardour  of  felf-defence.  The  fentiments  of  the 
diet  were  diffufed  over  all  the  nation.  The  king 
himfelf  was  pofieiTed  by  them,  or  rather  pretended 
to  be  fo ;  and  the  Poles  had  the  weaknefs  to  be- 
lieve, that,  having  abandoned  his  former  fervility 
to  Ruffia,  and  his  cuftomary  indolence,  he  was 
becoming  the  defender  of  liberty.  An  army  was 
collected  in  hafte,  and  the  command  of  it  given 
to  prince  Jofeph  Poniatofsky,  whofe  inexperience 
and  frivolous  purfuits  were  but  ill-fuited  to  the 
management  of  fo  weighty  a  charge. 

The  Poles  could  have  oppoled  the  defigns  of 
Catharine  with  an  army  of  fifty-thoufand  men : 
but  they  never  yet  could  be  brought  to  unite  their 
forces  ;  and  their  different  corps  were  foon  after 
preffed  between  an  army  of  eighty  thoufand  Ruf- 
fians, who  fell  back    from  Beflarabia  upon    the 

*  Which  abrogated  the  conititution  dictated  by  violence  in 

*775- 
t  Decreed  at  Warfaw  the  3d  of  May. 

^      ter- 
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territory  which  extends  along  the  Bogue,  another 
of  ten  thoufand  collected  in  the  environs  of  Kief, 
and  a  third  of  thirty  thoufand,  which  had  pene- 
trated into  Lithuania. 

We  fhall  not  here  attempt  to  draw  the  picture 
of  the  various  battles  that,  drenched  the  plains  of 
Poland  with  blood  ;  and  which,  notwithstanding 
fome  advantages  obtained  by  the  Poles,  confumed 
the  greater  part  of  their  troops.  It  was  then  that 
Thaddeus  Kofciufko  *,  who  as  yet  was  nothing 
more  than  one  of  the  lieutenants  of  young  Jofepli 
Poniatofsky,  difplayed  talents  that  juitly  obtained 
him  the  confidence  of  the  nation,  the  hatred  of 
the  Ruffians,  and  the  efleem  of  Europe. 

During  all  this  time,  Catharine,  not  trufting 
alone  to  the  power  of  her  own  arms,  had  been  ne- 
gotiating with  unremitted  affiduity.  She  propoied 
the  definitive  partition  of  Poland  to  Frederic- 
William,  who  was  undoubtedly  no  lefs  defirous 
of  it  than  herfelf.  She  fecretly  won  over  to  her 
\  lews  the  two  brothers  Kafiakofsky,  the  hetman 
Branicky,  Rejevufky,  and  particularly  Felix 
Potocky  -{-,  who  perhaps,  while  he  was  flattering 
himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  mounting  the  throne  of 
Poland,  became  only  the  flare  of  Ruflia.  In  a 
word,  ilie  iniifted  that  Stanillaus  Auguftus  iliould 


- 


*  We  have  been  told  by  a  polilh  gentleman,  that  tins  name 

mild  be  written  KTofcniefsky. 

f  He  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  confederation  of  Tar- 
ilka  in  favour  of  the  Ruffians^ 
vol.  in.  z  make 
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make  a  public  declaration,  that  it  was  neceffary  to 
yield  to  the  fuperiority  of  the  ruffian  arms. 

That  monarch  had  the  deplorable  courage  to 
fubmit  himfelf  to  this  indignity  :  but  he  was  not  on 
that  account  treated  by  the  emprefs  with  greater 
indulgence  ** 

1793.  The  confederation  of  the  partifans  of 
Ruffia  aflembled  at  Grodno,  and  had  the  humi- 

*  Staniilaus  Auguftus  departed  (Ms  life  at  St.  Petersburg', 
whither  he  had  been  invited  by  the  emperor  Paul,  and  where 
he  lived  in  a  fort  of  regal  ftate  in  the  magnificent  marble  palace 
on  the  quay  of  the  Neva  3  having  afiigned  him  for  his  cham- 
berlain the  fame  Stackelberg  who  had  treated  him  with  fo 
much  infolence  while  ambaiTador  at  Warfaw.  A  letter  from 
Peteriburg,  of  the  20th  of  February,  1798,  acquaints  us  with, 
the  following  circumftances  attending  his  death  :  he  had  for 
feveral  days  complained  of  a  head-achj  but  in  confequence  of 
the  ufe  of  medicine/on  the  nth  he  found  himfelf  much  better 
and  went  to  the  window,  to  obferve  the  degree  of  cold  indi- 
cated  by  the  thermometer,  when  he  felt  himfelf  fuddenly  feized 
with  a  violent  pain  in  the  head,  and  great  feeblenefs  and  ill- 
nefs. 

His  phyfician  in  waiting,  privy-ccunfellor  Bockler,  and  his 
chaplain  Yurevitch,  hallened  to  his  affiftance.  He  was  con- 
veyed to  bed  ;  and  recourfe  was  had  to  bleeding  and  blifters ; 
but  in  vain.  He  requefted  his  chaplain  to  give  him  abfolution, 
and  wiihed  to  repeat  with  him  the  penitential  pfalms ;  but 
his  fpeech  foon  failed.  His  majefty  then  received  the  general 
abfolution  ahd  the  facrament  of  extreme  unction. 

About  midnight  he  appeared  fomewhat  better  ;  but,  as  the 
morning  approached,  grew  continually  weaker,  till  about  eight 
in  the  morning  of  the  r 2th  of  February,  when  he  breathed 
his  laft. 

liation 
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liation  to  fee  the  ruffian  general  proudly  feating 
himfelf  under  the  canopy  of  the  throne  which  he 
was  about  to  overturn.  The  ruffian  minifter  at 
the  fame  time  published  *  a  manifefto,  in  which 
he  declared  that  his  fovereign  would  incorporate 
with  her  domains  all  the  territory  of  Poland  which 
her  arms  had  conquered.  The  king  of  Fraffia,  in 
concert  with  Catharine,  had  already  marched  an 
army  into  Poland. 

The  Ruffians,  difperfed  about  the  provinces  of 
that ,  kingdom,  committed  depredations  and  ra- 
vages of  which  hiftorv  furnifhes  but  few  exam- 
pies.  Warfaw  became  likewife  the  theatre  of  their 
exceffies.  The  ruffian  general  Igelftrcem,  who 
governed  all  that  city,  connived  at  the  diforders 
of  his  foldiers,  and  made  the  wretched  inhabitants 
feel  the  whole  weight  of  his  arrogance  and  barba- 
rity. The  defenders  of  Poland  had  been  obliged 
to  difperfe  -f.  Their  property  was  connfcated  ; 
their  families  reduced  to  fervitude.  Goaded  by 
fo  many  calamities,  they  once  more  took  the  refo- 
lution  to  free  their  country  from  the  oppreflion 
of  the  Ruffians.  Some  of  them  affernbled,  and 
fent  an  invitation  to  Kofciufko  to  come  and  put 
himfelf  at  their  head. 

*  The  9th  of  April. — This  minifter  was  called  Sievers, 

f  Some   of  them  were  even  arrefted ;  and  Bonneau    the 

french  fecretary  of  legation,,  was  carried  otf  and  conducted  to 

Siberia. 

Z  2  That 
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That  general  had  retired  to  Leipfic,  with  Hugh 
Kolontay,  Zajonchek,  and  Ignatius  Potocky,  a 
man  of  great  knowledge  and  fagacity,  a  fincere 
friend  to  his  country,  and  in  all  refpee/ts  the  op- 
polite  to  his  coufin  Felix.  Thefe  four  Poles  hefi- 
tated  not  a  moment  in  giving  their  approbation  to 
the  refolution  adopted  by  their  honeft  country- 
men :  but  they  were  feniible  that,  in  order  to 
fucceed,  they  muft  begin  by  giving  liberty  to  the 
peafants,  who  till  then  had  been  treated  in  Poland 
like  beafts  of  burthen. 

Kofciulko  and  Zajonchek  repaired,  with  all  ex- 
pedition, to  the  frontiers  of  Poland.  The  latter 
proceeded  to  Warfaw,  where  he  had  conferences 
with  the  chiefs  of  the  confpirators.  A  banker, 
named  Kapuftas,  a  bold  and  artful  man,  made 
himfelf  refponfible  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  capi- 
tal. He  faw  likewife  feveral  officers,  who  de- 
clared their  deteflation  of  the  ruffian  yoke.  All, 
in  fhort,  was  ripe  for  an  in  furred!  ion,  when  the 
ruffian  commanders,  to  whom  Kofciulko's  pre- 
fence  on  the  frontiers  had  given  umbrage,  forced 
him  to  poftpone  it  for  a  time. 

To  deceive  the  diftruft  of  the  Ruffians,  Kofci- 
ulko went  into  Italy,  and  Zajonchek  repaired  to 
Drefden,  whither  Ignatius  Potocky  and  Kolontay 
had  retired,  but  all  at  once  Zajonchek  appeared 
again  at  Warfaw.  The  king  himfelf  impeached 
him  to  the  ruffian  general  Igelftrcem,  who  had  a 
.conference  with  him,  and  ordered  him  to  quit  the 
2,  poliili 
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poliih  territory.  Nja  alternative  now  remained  for 
him  but  to  proceed  immediately  to  action,  or  to 
abandon  the  enterprise  altogether.  Zajonchekre- 
folved  on  the  former. 

1794.  Koiciuiko  was  recalled  from  Italy,  and 
arrived  at  Cracow,  where  the  Poles  received  him 
as  their  deliverer.  In  fpite  of  the  orders  of  the 
Ruffians,  colonel  Madaliniky  pertinacioufly  re- 
fufed  to  licenfe  his  regiment.  Some  other  officers 
had  joined  him.  Kofciufko  was  proclaimed  gene- 
ral of  this  little  army  *  ;  and  the  a6l  of  infurrection 
was  almoir  immediately  published  -f\ 

Three  hundred  peafants,  armed  with  fcythes, 
came  and  ranged  themfelves  under  the  ftandard  of 
Kofciufko.  That  general  foon  found  himfelf  faced 
by  fevan  thoufand  Ruffians,  who  were  put  to  flight 
after  a  vigorous  rehirance. 

On  hearing  at  Warfaw  of  the  fuccefs  of  Kof- 
ciufko, the  ruffian  general  Igelffrcem  caufed  all 
thole  to  be  arreted  whom  he  fufpecled  to  have 
any  concern  in  the  infurrection :  but  thefe  mea- 
fures  ferved  only  the  more  to  irritate  the  conipi- 
rators.  The  rebellion  broke  out  %.  Two  thou- 
fand Ruffians  were  put  to  the  fword.  Their  gene- 
ral, being  befieged  in  his  houfe,  requeued  per- 
miffion  to  capitulate  ;  and,  profiting  by  the  delay 

*  They  had  three  thoufand  infantry  and  twelve  hundred 
horfe. 

t  The  24th  of  March. 

%  The  1 8th  of  April. 

Z  3  that 
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that  was  granted  him,  he  efcaped  to  the  pruffian 
camp,  which  lay  at  a  little  difiance  from  Warfaw. 

Vilna,  the  capital  of  Lithuania,  followed  the 
example  of  Warfaw  :  but  the  triumph  of  the  in- 
furgents  was  there  lefs  terrible.  Colonel  Yaziniky, 
who  was  at  their  head,  conducted  himfelf  with  fo 
much  Ik  ill,  that  he  took  all  the  Ruffians  prifoners 
without  fnedding  a  drop  of  blood.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  the  cantons  of  Chelm  and  of  Lublin  de- 
clared themfelves  alfo  in  a  irate  of  infurrection, 
and  were  imitated  by  three  polifh  regiments,  who 
were  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  Ruffians. 

Some  of  the  principal  partifans  of  Ruffia,  the 
lietman  KatTokofsky,  the  bifhop  his  brother, 
Zabiello,  Ozarofsky,  and  Ankvitch,  were  fentenced 
to  be  hanged,  the  firil  at  Vilna,  and  the  others  at 
Warfaw. 

Kofciufko  exerted  himfelf  to  the  utmoft  to  aug- 
ment his  army.  He  got  recruits  among  the  pea- 
fants;  and,  to  infpire  them  with  more  emulation, 
he  wore  their  drefs,  ate  with  them,  and  distributed 
encouragements  among  them  ;  but  thofe  men,  too 
long  degraded  in  Poland,  were  not  yet  deferring 
of  the  liberty  that  was  offered  them.  They  dif- 
trufted  the  intentions  of  the  nobles,  who,  on  their 
fide,  for  the  moft  part  lamented  the  lofs  of  their 
abfurd  prerogatives.  » 

Staniflaus  Auguftus  and  his  partifans  augmented 
frill  further  the  ill-will  of  the  nobles,  by  reprefent- 
ing  to  them  the  intentions  of  Kofciuiko  as  difaf- 

trous 
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trOus  to   them,  and  by   caballing  continually   in 
favour  of  Ruffia. 

In  the  mean  time  the  emprefs,  not  fatisfled  with 
augmenting  the  number  of  her  troops  in  Poland, 
had  lent  her  beft  generals  thither. 

After  feveral  battles,  in  one  of  which  Frederic- 
William,  who  had  advanced  to  fupport  the  Ruf- 
fians, fought  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  againft 
Kofciuiko,  who  was  ftriving  to  prevent  the  junc- 
tion of  the  ruffian  generals,  Suvarof  and  Ferfen, 
he  was  attacked  by  the  latter  at  Macieyovitch  *. 
His  talents,  his  valour,  his  defperation,  were  un- 
able to  prevent  the  Poles  from  yielding  to  num- 
bers. Almofi:  the  whole  of  his  army  were  either 
cut  to  pieces  or  obliged  to  lay  down  their  arms. 
Himfelf  being  covered  with  wounds,  fell  fenfelefs 
on  the  field  of  battle,  and  was  taken  prifoner. 

All  who  were  able  to  eicape  from  the  conque- 
rors went  and  fhut  themfelves  up  in  the  fuburbs 
of  Praga  ~j~,  whither  they  were  puriued  by  general 
Suvarof.  The  fiege  of  Praga  continued  not  long. 
On  the  morrow  of  his  arrival  J,  the  dauntlefs 
Suvarof  gave  the  affault ;  and,  having  made  him- 
felf mafter  of  the  fuburb,  put  to  the  lword,  not 
only  the  foldiers,  but  all  the  inhabitants,  without 
diftinction  of  fex  or  age.     Twenty  thoufand  in- 

*  The  4th  of  October. 

■f  It  is  a  iuburb  of  Warfaw,  or  rather  a  final]  town  fituate 
oa  one  fide  of  that  capital. 

%  The  2d  of  November. 

z  4  nocent 
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nocent  perfons  fell  victims  to  the  fury  of  the  ruf- 
fian general.  Covered  with  the  blood  of  thefe 
unfortunate  people,  the  barbarian  entered  War- 
faw  in  triumph  *.  Some  bands  of  infurgents, 
who  were  difperfed  in  the  provinces,  made  all 
pofTible  haite  to  furrender.  The  courts  of  Pe- 
terfburs;  and  Berlin  divided  at  their  pleafure  the 
remainder  of  unhappy  Poland ;  and  the  cruel 
courtiers  of  the  emprefs  fhared  amongft  them  the 
pofTeilions  of  a  great  number  of  the  profcribed. 
Stanillaus  Augultus  was  Tent  to  Grodno,  where  he 
was  condemned  to  live  oblcurely  on  a  penlion  that 
was  granted  him  by  the  emprefs;  while  Repnin, 
appointed  governor  of  the  ufurped  provinces,  of- 
tentatioufly  difplayed  the  pomp  of  a  fovereign. 

Zajonchek  and  Kolontay  liad  efcaped  to  the 
aultrian  territory,  where  the  rights  of  hofpitality 
were  violated  in  their  perfons,  and  they  were  de- 
tained in  captivity.  Kofciuiko,  Ignatius  Potocky, 
Kapuftas,  and  fome  others,  were  tranfported  to 
Peterfburg,  and  lhut  up  in  dungeons  -f.  Among 
thefe  unfortunate  men  was  the  young  poet  Niem- 
chevitch,  diftinguifhed  for  his  valour  and  his  ta- 

*  On  being  informed  of  this  toccefs,  the  emprefs  railed 
Suvarof  to  the  rank  of  fieldmarihal,  and  wrote  to  hira  :  "  You 
"  know  that  I  never  advance  any  one  out  of  rotation.  I  am 
"  incapable  of  doing  an  injury  to  a  fenior  officer :  but  it  is 
"  you  who  have  juft  made  yourfelf  fieldmarihal  by  the  con- 
"  queft  of  Poland." 

f  They  were  afterwards  confined  in  the  palace  that  had 
formerly  belonged  to  Gregory  Orlof,  fituate  on  the  Moi'ka. 

lents, 
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lents,  the  friend  of  Kofciufko,  wounded  and  made 
prifoner  with  him.  The  blood  he  had  loft  for  his 
country  was  not  the  only  injury  with  which  Catha- 
rine reproached  Niemchevitch.  He  had  compofed 
verfes  againft  her  *,  in  all  the  boldnefs  and  energy 
of  fatire.  Her  majefcy  had  him  at  firft  confined 
in  the  citadel  of  Peterfourg,  and  afterwards  fent 
him  to  Schluifelburg,  where  he  was  treated  with 
oreat  feverity. 

All  whom  Catharine  thought  guilty  did  not  ex- 
perience from  her  the  fame  feverity.  She  knew 
when  to  forbear  from  chaftifing  when  the  con- 
fequences  might  become  dangerous  to  her.  Nay, 
fhe  could  occasionally  fc  far  difTemble  as  to  reward 
in  public  thofe  whom  fhe  fecretly  wifhed  to  pu- 
nifh.  When,  on  the  figning  of  the  prelimina- 
ries for  peace  at  Galatch,  prince  Repnin,  think- 
ing he  had  reafon  to  complain  of  the  emprefs  and 
Potemkin,  retired  to  Mofco,  all  the  malcontents 
who  lived  in  that  capital,  filently  looked  up  to 
him  as  their  chief,  and  the  principal  of  them  ral- 
lied around  him  \. 

r  *  There  appeared  at  Warfaw,  not  only  pieces  in  verfe  and 
profe,  but  caricature  prints,  in  which  the  emprefs  was  very- 
much  intuited. 

y  The  principal  malcontents  were  the  counts  Scheremetof, 
Apraxin,  Tolftoi*3  the  princes  Igor  and  Vaflllly  Dolgoruky, 
prince  Mentfhikof,  lieutenant-general  Bibikof,  brother  to 
him  who  fell  in  an  army  that  a£ted  agaiuft  Pugatflief,  An- 
drev  Lapukhirie.  and  fome  others. 

Repnin 
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Repnin  had  adopted  the  errors  of  a  feet  of  il- 
luminati,  who,  under  the  appellation  of  Marti- 
niftes,  had  for  fome  time  inferred  the  north  of 
Germany.  He  formed  a  club,  which  he  called 
by  the  name  of  thefe  fanatics,  admitting  of  it  only 
fuch  as  he  knew  to  imbibe  thoroughly  his  indig- 
nation againft  the  court.  It  is  pretended  that  the 
objecT:  of  thefe  malcontents  was  to  effect  a  reform 
in  the  government,  and  to  oblige  Catharine  to  re- 
ftore  the  crown  to  her  fen.  However  this  be,  that 
princefs  was  foon  informed,  by  her  emiffaries,  that 
the  Martinifts  of  Mofco  were  not  wholly  employed 
in  the  extravagant  reveries  of  the  feci.  Several  of 
them  were  fuddenly  arretted,  turned  out  of  their 
places,  ftripped  of  the  marks  of  their  dignities, 
and  fent  into  banifhment,  fome  to  Siberia,  and 
others  to  their  eftates.  All  their  papers  were 
likewife  burnt,  in  order,  if  poffible,  to  extinguifh 
the  leaft  traces  of  a  plot. 

Repnin,  on  being  fent  for  to  court,  thought 
himielf  undone  :  but  the  emprcfs,  who  hated  him 
in  her  heart,  received  him  with  a  fmiling  coun- 
tenance, was  prodigal  of  her  commendations  on 
him,  ancl  appointed  him  governour  of  Livonia, 
whence,  after  the  laft  partition  of  Poland,  he  was 
made  governour-general  of  Lithuania.  Upon  this, 
Repnin  went  to  refide  at  Grodno,  whither  the 
weak  and  unfortunate  Staniflaus  Auguftus  was 
already  come. 

The 
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The  account  of  the  bloody  revolution  effected 
by  the  brave  Kofciufko  has  obliged  us  to  defer  the 
recital  of  feveral  events :  we  fliall  here  bring  them 
under  review. 

Impatient  to  fee  Guftavus  III.  fet  out  upon  his 
chivalerefque  and  perilous  enterprife..,  Catharine 
gave  orders  to  count  Stackelberg,  her  minifter  at 
Stockholm,  to  promife  *  that  monarch  twelve  thou- 
fand  ruffian  foldiers,  and  an  annual  fubfldy  of 
three  hundred  thoufand  rubles,  to  affiil  him  in 
refloring  to  the  king  of  France  his  entire  autho- 
rity. Certainly  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
emprefs  to  keep  this  promife,  which  fhe  always 
found  means  to  elude.  She  wanted  only  to  acce- 
lerate the  moment  of  the  confederation  of  kings, 
and  to  excite  her  rivals  to  mutual  deitrudlion. 

But  Guftavus  had  not  time  to  go  and  confum- 
mate  the  ruin  of  his  country  on  the  frontiers  of 
France.  The  nobles  of  Sweden  were  for  the  moft 
part  always  difcontented  with  the  revolution  of 
1772,  of  which  they  gave  a  proof  in  refuting  to 
fight  at  Frederikfham.  By  pardoning  their  defec- 
tion, Guftavus  only  emboldened  them,  and  ferved 
the  Ruffians  who  were  exciting  them  perpetually 
againft  him.  Three  young  men  -f~  at  this  time 
refolved  to  put  him  to  death,  and  drew  lots  for 
the  infamous  honour  of  making  the  firfl  attack  on 

*  In  the  month  of  O&ober,   1791. 

I  The  count  von  Horn,  Ribbing,  and  Ankarftraem. 

his 
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his  perfon.  A  mafquerade,  at  which  Guftavus 
was  to  be  prefent,  was  in  favour  of  their  horrid 
purpofe.  Here  the  three  confpirators  met.  An- 
karftrcem  feized  the  moment  when  a  groupe  of 
mafks  furrounded  Guftavus,  and  fired  a  piftol  * 
into  the  fmall  of  his  back.  The  fwedifh  monarch 
expired  within  a  few  days  after  -j~.  His  Ion,  Guf- 
tavus Adolphus,  a  young  prince,  aged  fourteen 
years,  fucceeded  to  the  crown ;  and  the  regency 
was  given  to  the  duke  of  Sudermania. 

A  fhort  time  previous  to  this,  the  emperor 
Leopold  II.  died  at  Vienna^,  in  a  manner  lefs 
fhocking,  but  almoft  as  fudden,  leaving  the  im- 
perial diadem,  the  archduchy  of  Auftria,  and  the 
kingdoms  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  to  his  fon 
Francis  II. 

The  death  of  two  chiefs  of  the  league  of  kings 
againft  France  was  a  diftreffing  circumftance  to 
the  french  emigrants,  who  fled  in  great  numbers 
to  Peterfburg,  to  apply  for  affiftance  in  troops, 
which  the  emprefs  failed  not  to  promife,  but  was 
too  wife  to  grant. 

*  Ankarftroem  was  armed  with  a  deritelated  poignard  and 
a  pair  of  piftols  charged  with  feveral  pieces  of  balls,  bullets, 
and  little  iia'iis.  One  fhot  of  the  piftol  completed  the  dread- 
ful aa. 

■f  The  29th  of  Mavch,   1 791.     He  had  been  aluiihnated  in 
the  night  of  the  15th  of  the  fame  month. 
£  The  if;  of  march,  1791. 

Her 
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Her  majefty,  however,  took  a  great  intereft  in 
the  revolution  that  had  taken  place  in  France ; 
'apprehenfive  left  the  principles  upon  which  it  was 
effected  might  find  their  way  into  Ruffia,  and 
there  occafion  fome  combuftion  fubverfive  of  the 
throne.  To  all  the  French  who  fignified  that 
they  were  attached  to  their  old  form  of  govern- 
ment, ihe  gave  a  welcome  reception  ;  while  me 
feverely  profcribed  the  ■  reft.  The  ambaffador  of 
France  quitted  Peterfburg :  but  as  Catharine, 
while  me  cenfured  the  opinions  of  that  minifter, 
could  not  refrain  from  doing  juftice  to  his  virtues, 
to  his  talents,  and  the  amenity  of  his  manners, 
fhe  faid  to  him,  on  his  taking  leave  of  her  :  "  I 
((  am  an  ariftocrat ;  for  I  muft  carry  on  my  bufi- 
fi  nefs."  A  little  while  after  me  recalled  the  am- 
baffador whom  fhe  had  at  Paris.  She  refufed 
accefs  to  her  court  to  the  charge  d'affaires  *  of 
France,  and  prohibited  her  minifters  from  con- 
ferring with  him.  Her  animolity  againft  the 
French  extended  even  to  colonel  l'Harpe,  who 
was  employed  in  the  education  of  the  two  young 
princes  Alexander  and  Conftantine,  and  who,  as 
a  Swifs  and  a  philofopher,  bore  in  his  heart  the 
love  of  liberty.  That  eftimable  and  amiable  man 
had  often  been  fubjecr.  to  attacks  from  the  hatred 
of  the  emigrants ;  but  his  prudence,  and  the  well- 

*  Genet. 

founded 
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founded  refpect  that  was  fhewn  him  by  the  grand 
duke,  fupported  him  againft  their  intrigues  *. 

Catharine  obliged  all  the  French  that  were  in 
her  dominions  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  pretender  to  the  crown  of  France,  and  to 
fwear  an  immortal  hatred  to  the  french  republic. 
Thofe  who  refufed  were  allowed  only  an  interval 
of  fix  weeks  to  fettle  their  affairs,  and  were  after- 
wards rigoroufly  forced  to  quit  the  territory  of 
Ruffia,  where  the  greater  part  left  behind  them 
debts,  which  their  creditors  have  probably  long 
fince  regarded  as  defperate  -f~. 

The  court  of  Peterfburg  was  at  this  time  divided 
into  two  parties ;  the  one  having  at  its  head  the 
old  count  Oftermann,  the  Vorontzofs,  and  Bez- 
borodko,  who  endeavoured  to  fhelter  themfelves 
under  the  name  of  the  grand  duke,  but  whom 
that  prince  had  akvays  the  prudence  not  to  avow, 
and  of  whofe  intrigues  he  either  was,  or  at  leaft 

*  The  principal  emigrants  at  that  time  in  Peterfburg  were, 
count  Efterhazy,  Bombelles,  Saint- Frieft,  Choifeul-Gouffier, 
M.  Calonne,  the  count  d'Artois,  Roger  Damas,  d'Elcars,  the 
fvvils  colonel  de  Roll,  the  bifhop  of  Arras,  and  Senec  de  Meil- 
han.  It  is  a  curious  fact,  that  when  the  ion  of  count  Efter- 
hazy appeared  at  court,  the  emprefs  caufed  the  boy  to  ling  the 
patriotic  fongs  of  the  French  ;  and  thu3  the  hermitage  fome- 
times  refounded  with  the  air  ca  ira  and  the  carmagnole. 

f  For  the  principal  paffages  of  the  ukafe  publiflied  on  this 
occafion,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  appendix  at  the  end  of 
the  volume,  No.  X. 

feigned 
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feigned  to  be  ignorant.  The  other  party  was  that 
of  Zubof,  Markof,  and  Nicolay  Xvanovitch  Sol- 
tikof,  devoted  to  the  favourite  *. 

This  favourite  was  befides  fupported  by  his 
father,  his  three  brothers,  and  his  filler,  all 
amply  provided  for  by  the  bounties  of  the  fove- 
reign.  It  is  neceflary  here  to  give  fome  account 
of  that  family. 

The  father  of  the  favourite  Zubof  had  been 
vice-governor  of  a  province,  and  in  that  quality 
entmftcd  with  the  adminiftration  of  the  finances, 
the  magazines,  and  the  manufactories  dependent 
on  it.  Thefe  efiablifhments  were  burnt,  not 
without  fufpicion  of  its  having  been  done  for  the 
fame  purpofes  as  many  other  fires  have  happened 
in  Ruffia,  namely,  for  laving  the  managers  the 
trouble  of  balancing  their  accounts.  However 
that  be,  this  conflagration  was  the  means  of  pro- 
curing the  vice-governor  an  annual  income  of 
fixtv  thoufand  rubles.  After  the  elevation  of  his 
fon,  Zubof  obtained  the  important  place  of  pro- 
cureur- general  of  the  fenate  ;  in  which  office  he 
was  guilty  of  fo  much  malversation,  that  even  his 
fon  was  fo  aihamed  of  him,  that  he  refolved  to 
remove  him,  and  procured  him  the  appointment 
of  fenator  in  one  of  the  departments  of  Mofco, 
where  he  died,  leaving  behind  him  an  irnmenfe 
fortune.  < 

*  Count  Nicolay  Ivanovitch  Soltikof  is  now  prefident  of  the 
college  of  war. 

Nicolay 
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Nicolay  Zubof,  eldeft  fon  of  this  extortioner, 
was  a  man  much  efteemed.  He  ferved  in  Poland, 
where  he  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  bravery, 
and  married  the  daughter  of  field-marfhal  Su- 

varof. 

Valerian  Zubof,  brigadier  and  major  of  the 
guards,  was  alfo  an  officer  in  the  army  in  Poland, 
where  he  had  a  leg  carried  away  by  a  cannon-ball. 
He,  for  fome  time,  fhared  the  favour  of  the 
fovereign  with  his  brother  Plato,  and  afterwards 
had  the  command  of  the  army  that  marched 
aeainft  the  Perfians. 

Alexander  Zubof,  chamberlain  to  the  emprefs, 
a  man  without  talents,  but  ambitious,  was  fon- 
in-law  of  the  rich  prince  Vafemfkoi,  who  had 
united  in  his  perfon  the  three  lucrative  pofts  of 
procureur-general  of  the  fenate  of  Peterfburg, 
minifter  of  finance,  and  minifter  of  the  interior. 

Laftly,  Plato  Zubof,  the  lover  of  Catharine, 
decorated  with  the  title  of  prince,  and  grand- 
mafter  of  the  artillery,  enjoyed  all  the  authority 
formerly  pofleffed  by  Orlof,  LanfkoY,  and  Po- 
temkin.  Minifters,  generals,  ambafTadors,  were 
feen  refortins:  to  the  toilette  of  this  favourite  *, 

F  *  One  example  may  fuffice  to  {hew  the  reverence  in  which 
the  favourite  is  held  by  the  Ruffians.  Zubof  kept  a  little, 
monkey,  of  that  fpecies  called  the  Sapajou,  full  of  tricks  and 
very  troublcfome,  who  was  offenfive  to  every  body,  and  whom 
every  body  caretled,  in  order  to  pleafe  his  mafter.     One  day,$ 

tins 
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to  pay  humbly  their  court  to  him,  fure  that  thefe 
acts  of  condefcending  complalfance  were  the  mo  ft 
effectual  means  of  obtaining  the  approbation  of 
the  emprefs. 

The  filter  of  prince  Zubof  was  married  to  the 
Chamberlain  Jerebzof.  This  lad\rj  handfome  and 
very  gallant,  employed  a  part  of  her  revenues  in 
acts  of  beneficence,  and  often  failed  in  an  amplia- 
tion with  a  lover,  to  go  and  relieve  the  diftreffed. 
She  abhorred  the  court,  was  an  enemy  to  all 
etiquette,  and  avoided  great  companies.  The 
britifh  minifter  attached  himfelf  to  her,  and 
through  her  influence,  joined  to  that  of  the  fa- 
vourite, fucceeded  in  pacifying  the  emprefs, 
whom  the  late  turkifh  war  had  irritated  againit 
the  court  of  London. 


this  animal  jumped  on  the  head  of  a  general  officer,  highly 
dreffed  and  powdered  :  and,  after  having  well  touzjfed  his 
hair,  voided  his  excrement  upon  it,  without  fo  far  ruffling  the 
fpirit  of  the  general  as  to  make  him  venture  to  complain  of  the 
affront.  —  As  Plato  Zubof  had  but  little  difcretion  and  a  large 
portion  of  malignity,  he  often  let  Hip  a,  wiiticifm  that  re- 
bounded on  himfelf.  He  was  fond  of  je<Hng  at  the  expence 
of  Godei',  the  Spaniard,  fince  become  duke  of  la  Alcndia,  and' 
more  recently  the  prince  of  Peace;  thinking  by  fo  doing  to 
Tex  the  ruilian  minifter  in  Spain,  Zinovief,  who  was  then  at 
Peterlburg,  and  who,  having  been  the  rival  of  la  Alcudia  and 
fupplanted  by  him,  detelted  from  his  heart  the  cafiiliari  fa- 
vourite. 

VOL.  til.  A  A 
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Old  Nikita  Dimidof  *,  well  known  for  his 
great  riches  and  his  great  follies,  fell  violently  in 
love  with  the  lifter  of  the  favourite  ;  and  Ihe,  who 
had  not  the  heart  to  be  cruel,  condeicended  to 
accept  of  very  confiderable  prefents  from  him. 

The  intimate  confidant  of  Zubof  was  one  of  his 
relations,  a  volatile  but  feniible  young  man,  to 
whom  he  had  given  a  place  of  chamberlain,  and 
whofe  advice  he  often  followed. 

Zubof  had  befides  great  confidence  in  a  Ragu- 
zan,  named  Altefti.  Placed  at  flrft  in  the  count- 
ing~houfe  of  a  free  merchant  of  Conftantinople, 
Altefti  got  acquainted  with  the  ruffian  minifter 
Bulgakof,  who,  properly  appreciating  the  bold  and 
pliant  temper  of  this  young  Italian,  attached  him 
to  his  legation,  and  brought  him  to  Warfaw. 
The  agreeable  manners  of  Altefti  attracted  the 
notice  of  fome  polifh  ladies  of  great  coniideration, 
who  procured  for  him  the  office  of  envoy  to 
Peterfburg,  where  he  caballed  with  equal  addrefs 
and  ingratitude  againft  his  patron,  and  at  laft  fuc- 
ceeded  fo  far  as  to  get  him  recalled.  At  the  fame 
time  he  found  means  to  intereft  Zubof  in  his 
behalf,   who  took  him  as   his  fecretary  -j~,   and 

ad- 

*  Son  of  a  Prokopi  Dimidof,  long  fince  dead,  and  far  more 
ridiculous  than  him.  — However,  the  having  founded  a  fchool 
at  Mofco  and  endowed  it  by  a  donation  of  two  hundred  and 
five  thoufand  rubles,  will  atone  for  a  great  number  of  foibles. 

f  Zubof  had,  for  the  department  of  war/ another  fecre- 

*  tary, 
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admitted  him  into  the  myfteries  of  his  little  con- 
clave. 

Among  the  perfons  of  whom  We  are  fpeaking, 
were  feveral  who  had  considerable  influence  in  the 
cabinet  of  Petersburg,  but  not  fo  much  as  to  direct 
its  buflnefs  at  their  pleafure.  The  emprefs  kept 
over  them  a  vigilant  eye ;  and  notwithstanding 
her'  advanced  age,  fhe  employed  herfelf  fome 
hours  every  day  with  her  minifters,  and  decided 
of  herfelf  in  all  important  affairs. 

About  this  time  the  emprefs  concluded  a  new 

treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain  *  ;  that 

I  which  had  expired  in  1786  not  having  been  re- 

Inewedi     Her  majefty  at  the  fame  time  publifhed 

I  two  edicts,  prohibiting  the  importation  of  frencli 

■  merchandize   into  her  dominions.      This  was  a 

double  triumph  for  the  Englifh  ;  as  the  new  treaty , 

of  commerce  extended  their  privileges,  and  they 

reaforiably   hoped  to   be   able  to  fubftitute   the 

ftuffs  of  India  and  their  own  manufacture,   fdir 

thofe  of  Lyons,  and  the  wines  of  Madeira  and 

Oporto  for  the  wines  of  France. 

They  obtained  frill  more.  Catharine  promifed 
ifhortly  to  join  their  fleet  with  a  ruffian  fquadron  ; 
and  orders  were  even  fent  to  accelerate  the  arma- 


tary,  named  Grabofsky,  who  had  been  in  the  fecretariate  of 
prince  Potemkin  under  Popof  j  and  in  that  of  foreign  ailairs, 
the  Lorrainer  Aubert. 
*  It  was  figned  the  35th  of  March  1793,- 

a  a  a  meiits 
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ments  at  Cronfladt.  Stackelberg  preffed  the 
court  of  Stockholm  not  to  keep  the  neutrality 
with  France ;  and  Krudener,  animated  with  the 
fame  fpirit,  tormented  with  his  follicitations  the 
court  of  Copenhagen.  But  the  Swedes  and  the  ! 
Danes,  who  only  confidered  the  advantages  o£j 
their  commerce,   remained  inflexible. 

The  grand  fignior  fent  to  Peteriburg  an  ambaf-i 
fador  *,  offering  magnificent  prefents  to  the  em-j 
prefs  and  her  minifters -J- ;  and  her  majefty  at  the' 
fame  time  fent  off  to  Confrantinople  general' Ku-i 
tuzof,  with  the  title  of  ambaffador  extraordinary.,' 
Kutuzof  employed  both  prayers  and  menaces  toj 
determine  the  porte  to  expel  all  the  French  from! 
the  ottoman  territory  ;  but  in  vain.    The  divan,; 
exafperated  at  the  defertion  of  the  Englifh,  who 
had  abandoned  them  in  the  lafl  warr  and  being 
convinced  of  their  true  interefts  by  the  french 
minifter  Defcorchcs,  preferved  the  refpecf.  due  to 
a  nation  whom  they  regarded  as  their  moft  ancient 
and  faithful  ally. , 

In  the  mean  time  the  ambaffador  of  Rufiia  at 
Stockholm,  and  the.iwedifh  party  attached  to  that 
power,  were  perpetually  caballing  to  deprive  the 
duke  of  Sudermania  of  the  regency,  and  to  give! 
the  young  king  a  council  to  adminifler  the  go-; 
vernment  under  the  protection  of  the  emprefs.  A 

*  Rafchid  Mehemet  efFendi. 

f  Among  thefe  prefents  was  a  complete  tent  omamentec 
with  pearls,  and  eftimated  to  be  worth  thirty  thoufand  rubles 

confpiracj 
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confpiracy  was  even  formed,  which  was  detected 
at  the  very  moment  when  it  was  ready  to  break 
but ;  but  for  giving  a  juft  idea  of  it,  it  will  be 
jiecefTary  to  revert  to  a  former  period. 

In  1782,  Guftavus  III.  made  a  teftament,  by 
which  he  provided,  that,  in  cafe  of  his  deceafe, 
his  fon  Guftavus  Adolphus,  conformably  to  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom,  fhould  not  af- 
fume  the  reigns  of  government  till  arrived  at  the 
age  of  one-and-twenty.  When  the  war  broke  out 
between  him  and  Ruffia,  he  made  a  fecond,  by 
which  the  majority  of  Guftavus  Adolphus  was 
fixed  at  eighteen,  on  account  of  the  unexpected 
progrefs  which  that  young  prince  had  made  in  his 
ftudies.  By  thefe  teftaments  the  regency  was 
given  to  the  duke  of  Sudermania,  together  with 
all  the  prerogatives  of  royalty,  except  that  of 
creating  nobles  and  conferring  knighthood. 

When  the  phyflcians  had  declared  to  Gufta^ 
vus  III.  that  his  death  was  inevitable  from  the 
wound  he  had  received  of  the  traitor  Ankarftrcem, 
the  monarch  made  a  third  will,  in  which,  ftill 
leaving  the  regency  to  the  duke  of  Sudermania, 
he  obliged  him  to  take  into  his  council  baron  von 
Armfeldt  and  baron  von  Taube.  As  foon  as  the 
king  was  dead,  this  codicil  was  prefented  to  the 
duke,  who  read  it,,  and  then  threw  it  into  the 
fire. 

TNo  mention  was  therefore  made  of  any  will, 
except  the   two  former,  which,  on   their  being 

a  a  3  prefented' 
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■  prefented  to  the  tribunal  of  the  court,  bore  all  the 
marks  of  authenticity,  and  in  purfuance  of  which 
the  duke  of  Sudermania  was  declared  regent. 
That  prince  immediately  recalled  the  baron  von 
Reuterholm,  who,  on  the  breaking  up  of  the 
jdiet  of  1789,  had  retired  into  Italy  ;  and,  without 
any  other  title,  Reuterholm  became  the  principal 
counfellor,  or  rather  the  prime  minifter  of  the 
regent, 

Almoft  all  the  friends  of  Guftavus  III.  were 
(devoted  to  Ruffia,  and  had  difperfed.  Arm- 
ffldt  pafTed  into  Italy,  becaufe,  contrary  to  his 
inclination,  he  had  been  appointed  minifter  plenU 
potentiary  to  the  court  of  Naples.  But,  though 
at  a  diflance  from  Stockholm,  that  minifter  was 
not  the  lefs  active  in  endeavouring  to  deprive  the 
duke  of  Sudermania  of  the  regency,  and  even  of 
his  life.  He  kept  up  a  regular  correfpondence 
yrith  the  court  of  Petersburg,  by  means  of  the 
Raguzan  Altefti,  fecretary  to  Zubof,  and  drew 
up  the  plan  of  a  confpiracy,  in  which  were  com- 
prehended the  friends  whom  he  had  left  in  Swe- 
den. He  now  thought  himfelf  on  the  point  of 
iucceeding.  But  all  his  fteps  had  been  obferved 
by  fpies,  who  followed  him  every  where  :  his 
papers  were  taken  from  him,  fent  into  Sweden, 
and  laid  before  the  tribunal  of  the  court,  who 
immediately  arretted  his  accomplices,  and  brought 
them  to  ji..l0»4^....' 

J  795- 
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1795.  The  greater  part  of  the  papers  relative 
to  this  trial  were  printed,  and  proved  inconteftibly 
to  the  fwedifh  nation,  that  the  confpirators  were 
acting  in  concert  with  Ruflia,  and  relied  on  the 
affiftance  of  that  power. 

Thefe  circumftances  were  not  adapted  to  the 
reftoration  of  harmony  between  the  two  courts. 
They  rather  widened  the  breach  from  day  to  day  ; . 
and  the  notes  which  the  ruffian  minifters  foon 
after  prefented  to  the  court  of  Stockholm  were 
conceived  in  menacing  terms ;  to  which  the 
fwedifh  miniftry  always  replied  with  firmnefs  and 
decency. 

The  regent  had  refolved  to  bring  about  a  match 
between  the  young  king  of  Sweden  and  a  princefs 
of  the  houfe  of  Mecklenburg.  The  marriage  was 
even  agreed  on,  and  the  princefs  of  Mecklenburg 
declared  future  queen  of  Sweden.  At  this  the 
emprefsreftified  great  difpleafure  ;  pretending  that 
Guftavus  III.  had  promifed  her  the  hand  of  his 
fan  for  one  of  the  young  grand  ducheffes ;  and 
ihe  looked,  upon  the  failure  in  the  execution 
of  that  promife  as  a  perfonal  affront  to  her. 
Accordingly,  when  count  Schverin  was  com- 
miffioned  to  go  and  announce  at  Peterfburg  the 
marriage  of  the  young  king,  Catharine,  who 
had  been  previoufly  apprized  of  the  object  of 
his  rniffion,  difpatched  a  courier  to  meet  him  on 

a  a  4  the 
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the  borders  of  Finland,  to  forbid  him  to  enter 
Ruffia  *. 

Soon  after  this,  tfce  emprefs  made  choice  of  the 
bafon  von  Budberg  to  be  her  majefty's  charge 
d'affaires  at  Stockholm ;  who,  by  an  affeclcd 
contempt  for  the  court  of  Sweden,  gave  that 
cabinet  room  to  fufpect  that  this  agent  had  been 
particujady  felected  for  that  purpoie  on  account 
of  his  inexperienced  age  and  his  excefiive  pride  ; 
for,  if  it  had  been  recommended  to  him  to 
fhew  a  confulerable  degree  of  ftatelinels  and  in- 
folence,  he  neverthelefs  certainly  exceeded  hi$ 
orders  -f~. 

j  796.  The  mifunderitanding  between  Sweden 
and  RjufFia  feemed  now  to  be  arrived  at  its  height, 
when  a  french  emigrant,  named  Chriftin,  made 
jfiis  appearance  at  Stockholm  J.     He  had  come 

*  The  regent  contented  himfolf  with  caufing  to  be  pub- 
lished, ca  this  oceafioiij  the  declaration  which  the  reader  may 
;fee  in  the  Appendix  at  the  end  of  the  volume,  Nq.  XL 

f  In  a  company  where  the  greater  part  of"  the  ladies  of  the 
court  wereprcient,  and  where  the  men  were  all  uncovered,  he 
was  fo  unpcliie  as  to  keep  his  hat  on  his  head.  It  was  previous 
to  his  prefentatkm  at  court.  Accordingly,  the  day  on  which 
he  was  prefented,  the  regent  lpoke  not  a  word  to  him  5  but, 
having  Li.-,  horfewhip  in  his  hand,  kept  fbiking  it  repeatedly 
on  his  boot.,  as  if  his  fingers  itched  to  nrike  eliewhere. 

$  In  the  month  of  Jarmary,  Chriftin  wore  a  fwifs  uniform, 
and  gave  out  that  he  was  an  officer  in  ths  fervice  of  that  nation. 
He  was  indeed  of  Yverd^n;  but  he  had  been  fecretary  to 
Cukunp. 

from 
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from  England  to  Gothemburgli,  and  gave  out. 
that  he  was  charged  with  a  million  from  the  count 
d'Artois  to  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia.  But  this  was 
only  the  better  to  conceal  the  real  object  of  his 
journey,  as  it  was  afterwards  well  known  that  he 
had  fecret  orders  to  incline  the  regent  to  an  ac- 
commodation with  the  emprefs.  His  negotiation 
was  attended  with  fuccefs :  and  foon  afterwards  °;e- 
neral  Budberg,  uncle  of  the  charge- d'affaires, 
arrived  in  Sweden,  with  the  title  of  ambaffador 
from  the  emprefs. 

General  Budberg  informed  the  regent  of  the 
intentions  of  his  fovereign.  She  requefted  that 
that  prince  and  baron  ven  Reuterholm  would 
difpofe  the  young  king  to  repudiate  the  princefs 
pf  Mecklenburg,  in  order  to  efpoufe  one  of  the 
grand-daughters  of  Catharine ;  and  that  they 
would  moreover  engage  him  not  to  exact  of  his 
con  fort  a  conformity  to  the  law  by  which  the 
queens  of  Sweden  are  bound  to  adopt  the  religion 
of  the  country  :  laftly,  fhe  was  defirous  that  the 
regent  and  Reuterholm  mould  accompany  the 
young  king  to  Peterfburg. 

Catharine  fpoke  :  fhe  was  obeyed.  The  regent, 
with  his  royal  ward  *,  his  minifter,  and  a  great 
train  of  courtiers,  repaired  to  Peterfburg  ~f\    The 

*  The  young  king  Guftavus   Adolphus  took   the  title  of 
sunt  von  Haga,  and  the  regent  that  of  count  von  Vaia. 
I  They  arrived  there  the  24th  of  Auguft, 

pride 
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pride  of  the  emprefs  was  fatisfled  :  fhe  now  di£U 
pkyed  nothing  more  than  her  magnificence. 

The  young  king  feemed  greatly  affected  at  the 
benevolence  that  was  fhewn  him  by  the  emprefs  *  ; 
but  he  was  ftill  more  fo  at  the  charms  of  the  grand 
duchefs  Alexandra.  The  fight  of  her  made  him 
eailly  forget  the  princefs  of  Mecklenburg:  pro- 
pofals  of  marriage  were  made  on  the  fpot,  and 
the  day  fixed  for  the  ceremony  of  the  efpoulals, 
which  was  to  be  followed  by  a  grand  entertain- 
ment. When  the  contract  was  prefented  to  the 
king  for  his  fignature,  he  obferved,  to  the  great 
aflonimment  of  the  Imperial  family,  that  the 
fundamental  laws  of  Sweden  obliged  him  to  re- 
quire, that  the  princefs  fhould  previously  change 
her  religion  ;  and  that,  without  this  condition, 
lie  could  not  put  his  hand  to  the  contract:, 

Catharine  at  firft  had  recourfe  to  follicitations 
and  flatteries  to  perfuade  the  young  monarch  to 
Hgn  the  deed.  But,  perceiving  that  they  were 
ineffectual  towards  bringing  him  to  alter  his  refo- 
lution,  fhe  coldly  rofe  up,  and  retired.  She  was 
followed  by  the  grand  duke,  the  grand  duchefs,, 
and  their  children.     Nothing  more  was  heard  of 

*  On  his  advancing  to  kits  the  hand  of  Catharine,  fhe  told 
hfcn,  fhe  would  not  iuffer  him  to  pay  her  that  homage.  — "  If 
"  yon  will  not  permit  it,  as  emprefs,"  faid  he,  "  allow  it  at 
t'  leaft  as  a  lady  for  whom  I  have  the  higheft  admiration  and 

tha 
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the  entertainment :  and  on  the  morrow  Guftavus 
Adolphus  and  his  retinue  quitted  Petersburg. 

Catharine  had  conquered,  either  by  her  arms 
or  by  her  intrigues,  almoft  one  half  of  Poland, 
the  Krimea,  the  Kuban,  and  a  part  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  Turkey.  But  me  had  no  need  of  arma- 
ments and  battles  for  ufurping  another  rich  and 
well-peopled  country.  Her  intrigues  were  fuffi- 
cient.  This  country  was  Courland  and  Semigallia, 
where  ftill  reigned  the  feeble  fon  *  of  the  fangui- 
nary  Biren. 

For  difplaying  the  advantage  of  this  acquifition 
%n  its  full  extent,  it  will  be  necefTary  to  give  an 
idea  of  the  geography  of  Courland,  its  produces 
and  its  inhabitants. 

Courland,  fituated  between  the  56th  and  the 
58th  degree  of  north  latitude,  is  divided  into 
three  parts :  Courland  proper,  Semigallia,  and  the 
circle  of  Pilten.  It  is  bounded  by  Livonia, 
Lithuania,  Samcgitia,  and  the  Baltic.  The  Duina 
parts  it  from  Livonia  on  the  north,  and  waters  its 
frontiers  for  a  fpace  of  more  than  fixty  leagues* 
The  fouth  of  Courland  borders  on  Lithuania  and 
Samogitia,  from  Varnovitch  to  the  river  Heili- 
genatch,  which  falls  into  the  Baltic. 

*  Duke  Peter.  — r  He  had  a  fon,  who  died  fome  few  years 
££o,    He  has  now  only  three  daughters. 

That 
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That  part  of  Samogitia  *  which  fepatates  Cour- 
land  from  Pruffia  is  not  above  four  or  five  leagues 
in  breadth,  and  here  are  the  only  coafts  that 
Poland  has  on  the  Baltic. 

Courland,  more  favourably  fituated  for  naviga- 
tion, has  on  that  fea  a  hundred  leagues  of  coarr, 
prefenting  feveral  creeks  and  bays,  with  the  ex- 
cellent harbours  of  Libau  and  Vindau.  This 
latter,  which  is  never  mut  up, by  the  ice,  will 
doubtlefs  one  day  become  the  ftation  for  ruffian 
fleets.  It  might  very  eafily  be  rendered  capable 
of  containing  a  hundred  lhips  of  the  line,  which 
may  in  all  feafons  of  the  year  keep  Sweden  and 
Denmark  in  awe  -f~, 

Courland  is  watered  by  the  Duina,  the  Vindau, 
the  Aa,  the  Ekran  and  the  SufTeg  ;  and  nothing 
would  be  more  practicable  than  to  form  an  inland 
navigation.  The  Vindau  and  the  Aa,  efpecially, 
may  greatly  facilitate  the  commerce  of  the  Baltic 
with  Lithuania  and  Samogitia,  where  thefe  riverj 
take  their  fource. 

*  Since  the  partition  of  Poland,  Samogitia  belongs  to, 
Ruffia. 

t  It  was  fettled  by  the  treaty  of  Oliva  in  1630,  and  by  the 
convention  of  1783,  that  no  other  portihould  be  eftablithed 
in  Courland  than  thofe  which  already  exift ;  but  what  are 
fuch  treaties  to  a  fovereign  who  can  infringe  them  with  im- 
punity. 

There 


3796.]  EMPRESS  CATHARINE  II.  $6$ 

There  are  alfo  lakes  and  morafTes  in  Courland, 
The  principal  lakes  are  thofe  of  Saueken,  Angern, 
Reiinaiten,  Libau,  and  Popen.  The  diftricls  that 
moft  abound  in  wood  are  Dohndangen,  Popen, 
Schleck,  and  Rutzau.  Thofe  of  Mertzendorf, 
Bengallen,  and  Ambothen,  are  covered  with  moun- 
tains. 

The  climate  of  Courland  is  good,  though  auf- 
tere.  The  changes  are  too  fudden  from  cold  to 
heat,  and  from  heat  to  cold,  aud  fogs  are  very 
frequent.  Notwkhftanding  this,  the  inhabitants 
are  robuft  and  live  to  a  great  age. 

The  foil  of  the  country  is  in  general  fertile.  It 
produces  abundance  of  timber,  corn,  fruits,  and 
a  variety  of  other  vegetables.  Indeed  there  are 
parts  which  lie  uncultivated,  but  it  is  only  for 
want  of  men  and  cattle. 

In  the  forefts  are  plenty  of  game,  and  the 
livers  teem  with  fifh.  The  quality  of  the  land  is 
calcareous,  but  covered  in  various  places  with 
fand,  turf,  and  clay.  There  are  quarries  of 
marble,  and  mines  of  iron  as  well  as  of  coal ;  but 
they  are  not  worked  *.  Vitriol  is  alfo  found,  and 
plumbago.  The  commercial  articles  furniihed  by 
Courland,  are  wheat,  barley,  oats,  timber,  hemp, 
flax,    potafh,    hides,    furs,    feathers,    faked  and 

*  If  we  may  believe  tradition,  other  minerals  befides  iron 
are  found  in  Courland,  as  well  as  falt-fprings  and  mines  of 
tock-falt ;  but  of  this  the  naturalifts  are  not  certain. 

fmoakec 
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fmoaked  proviflons,  wax,   honey,  rofin,  tallow,' 
amber,  beer,  and  corn-brandy. 

Courland  has  no  manufactures ;  fo  that  all  ar« 
tides  of  luxury,  even  many  objects  of  prime 
neceffity,  come  from  abroad,  bringing  great  profits 
to  the  Dutch,  to  the  Danes,  and  the  Englifh, 
who  barter  them  againft  the  commodities  of  the 
country. 

The  vaft  number  of  little  harbours  belonging 
to  Courland  on  the  Baltic  afford  great  encourage- 
ment for  fmuggling. 

Ere  we  proceed  to  fay  in  what  ftate  the  ir?~ 
habitants  and  the  government  of  Courland  were  at 
the  time  when  Catharine  took  poffeffion  of  that 
country,  We  will  juft  fuccindUy  call  to  mind  what 
they  had  been. 

It  is  about  two  thoufand  two  Irundred  years 
fince  fome  navigators  from  the  fouth  difcovered 
in  the  northern  parts  of  which  we  are  fpeaking,  a 
favage  people,  who  carried  on  a  trade  in  amber 
which  they  collected  on  their  fhores.  Herodotus 
gives  them  the  name  of  Venedes ;  by  other  wri- 
ters of  antiquity  they  are  called  Guttones  or 
Gythones,  Suevi,  iEftians,  Heruli ;  and  it  is  from 
one  of  thefe  hordes  that  the  Baltic,  feventeen  cen- 
turies ago,  bore  the  name  of  the  Varagian  fear 
The  Guttones  drove  the  Suevi  up  into  the  heart  of 
:he  country,  and  remained  matters  of  the  fea-coafL 
They  were  fo  bold  and  enterprifing  in  their  piratical 

expedU 
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expeditions,    that  towards  the  end  of  the  fixth 
century  they  ravaged  the  coaft  of  France. 

At  that  time  there  were  kings  of  Courland,  and 
a  family  ftill  fubfifts  among  the  couriih  peafantry, 
which  even  now  retains  feme  privileges  as  defcend- 
ing  from  thofe  ancient  kings. 

The  Danes,  the  Swedes,  and  the  Norwegians, 
fucceffively  fubdued  the  Courlanders,  and  were 
fometimes  conquered  by  them.  So  late  as  at  the 
clofe  of  the  twelfth  century  the  Courlanders  had 
never  been  inclined  to  receive  chriftianity,  and 
had  even  frequently  flain  thofe  who  attempted  to 
preach  it  among  them  :  but  a  grand  crufade,  fet 
on  foot  againft  them  by  pope  Innocent  III.  com- 
pelled them  to  be  converted  *. 

The  order  of  the  Fratres  Enfiferi,  or  knights  of 
the  fword,  had  got  the  mallery  of  Courland,  now 
creeled  into  a  duchy,  and  regarded  as  an  oblatory 
iief  *f-,  of  which  the  kings  of  Poland  were  para- 
mount. The  grandmafter,  Conrad  of  Medem, 
built  the  city  of  Mittau  J,  its  capital.  Long  after 
this,  Sigifmond  Auguftus,  king  of  Poland,  united 
Courland  with  his  dominions  ;  and,  at  length  the 
grandmafter  Gotthard  Kettler  was  duke  of  it  in 
1 56 1,  but  the  king  of  Poland  withheld  his  in- 

*  In  the  year  1200.  — In  the  fame  year  the  crufaders,  who 
for  the  raoft  part  were  Saxons,  founded  the  city  of  Riga. 

f  The  civilians  make  a  great  difference  between  feudum 
■tblatum  and  feudum  datum. 

X  In  the  year  1270.  —  The  family  of  Medem,  flill  exifts. 

ve  nature 


LIFE  OF  ?nt  \_l79& 

reftiture  till  eighteen  years  afterwards,  that  is,  in 

2579« 

The  defendants  of  Gotthard  Kettler  almofc 

uniformly  preferred  the  duchy  of  Courland  till 
1737.  One  of  them,  James  III.  who  lived  about 
the  middle  of  the  feventeenth  century,  acquired 
great  fame  and  confequence  in  Europe,  He  con- 
cluded beneficial  treaties  with  England  and  France. 
He  had  a  good  navy,  a  very  eonfiderable  revenue  ; 
and  the  fhips  of  his  fubje&s  carried  on  a  free 
trade  to  the  mores  of  the  Senegal,  to  the  river  of 
Gambia,  to  the  Weftindies,  and  to  the  ports  of 
Iceland. 

Ferdinand,  the  laft  offspring  of  the  race  of  I 
Kettler,  loll  his  duchy  in  confequence  of  having 
commanded  the  faxon  army  againft  tzar  Peter  I. 
During  the  fpace  of  thirty  years,  his  oppreffed 
though  faithful  ftates  repeatedly  prayed  him  to" 
return  ;  but  he  never  dared  to  comply  with  their 
petition.  At  length,  on  the  death  of  that  prince, 
in  1737?  the  emprefs  Anne  forced  the  Cour- 
landers  to  elect  for  their  duke  her  worthlefs  fa- 
vourite Biren. 

Biren,  at  that  time  all-powerful  at  the  court  of 
Petersburg,  and  afterwards  banifhed  for  twenty 
years  in  the  defarts  of  Siberia,  went  not  to  take 
pofTeffion  of  his  duchy  till  he  returned  from  exile, 
Six  years  afterwards  *  he  refigned  the  reigns  of 

*  In  1769.-- Peter  Biren,  fon  of  Ernefl  John,  had  been 
elected  in  1764, 

govern- 
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government  to  his  fon  Peter,  already  elected  by 
the  influence  of  Ruffia. 

The  morals  of  the  Courlanders  were  bad,  and 
their  laws  were  worfe.  The  nobles  generally  ad- 
dicted to  exceffive  debauchery,  enjoyed  too  many 
privileges,  and  the  inhabitants  of  towns,  as  well 
as  the  peafantry,  were  too  much  degraded.  The 
latter,  good-natured,  but  aukward  and  extremely 
fuperftitious,  are  flill  great  believers  in  the  arts  of 
forcery.  Some  of.  them  are  even  idolaters,  and 
in  the  hearts  of  the  forefts  facrifice  animals  to 
their  gods  *.  Their  education  is  not  calculated 
to  improve  them.  In  all  Courland  there  is  no 
public  institution  for  learning  except  the  miferable 
gymnafium.  of  Mittau -j~.  Lutheranifm  is  the 
predominant  religion  of  the  country  ;  but  all  other 
fects  are  tolerated. 

The  dukes,  though  elected  fovereigns  of  Cour- 
land, were  till  very  lately  abfolutely  fubject  to 
Poland.  The  only  orders  that  had  any  force  of 
law  in  Courland  emanated  from  the  republic  and 
the  king  of  Poland,  fealed  with  the  great  feal  of 
Lithuania.  The  dukes  could  only  maintain  a  body 

*  The  courifh  peafants  live,  not  in  villages,  but  in  lone 
cottages  fcattered  over  the  country. 

f  The  courifh  language  comes  from  that  of  the  Heruli 
their  predeceflbrs,  and  has  nothing  in  common  either  with  the 
rufs,  or  with  the  polifh,  though  both  are  derived  from  the 
flavonian.  It  is  faid  that  the  courifh  language  is  eminently 
adapted  to  poetry. 

VOL.  III.  BE  of 
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of  five  hundred  infantry  and  two  hundred  cavalry. 
They  coined  money,  it  is  true,  but  with  the  im- 
prefs  of  the  effigy  and  arms  of  the  king  of  Poland  ; 
and  the  courifli  nobility  as  well  as  the  corporations 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  polifh  monarch. 

The  rights  and  ufages  of  the  courifli  nobles  had 
a  near  refemblance  with  thofe  of  the  polifh  no^ 
blefle*  They  had  their  diets,  their  dietines,  with 
their  private  and  arbitrary  tribunals.  They  were 
liable  to  neither  duties  nor  taxes,  paying  no  other 
contributions  to  the  ftate  than  thofe  they  thought 
proper  to  impofe  on  themfelves.  They  were 
wealthy,  becaufe  they  pofTeiTed  the  whole  land  of 
the  country  *. 

Duke  Peter  Biren  was  avaricious,  litigious  and 
greatly  difliked  -f~ ;  his  implicit  acquiefcence  in 
his  favourite  Wae;ener  contributed  not  a  little  to 
render  him  odious  to  his  fubjects :  but  this  was 
not  the  only  caufe  of  their  complaints.  Being 
bound  to  let  out  his  domains  in  farms  to  the  no- 
bles at  a  moderate  price,  he  took  upon  him  to 
raife  that  price,  making  likewife  agronomical  al- 
terations, that  were  burdenfome  to  the  cultiva- 
tors. During  a  journey  that  he  made  into  Italy, 
the  regency  replaced  every  thing  on  its  ancient 

*  Several  courifli  nobles  have  to  the  amount  of  a  hundred 
thoufand  crowns  annual  income. 

f  The  duchefs  was  very  defervedly  beloved,  Madame  de 
Reck,  her  filter,  h  much  refpefted  for  her  talents  and  infor- 
mation. 

footing  : 
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footing :  but  on  his  return,  the  duke  recom- 
menced his  innovations,  and  thus  increafed  the 
number  of  his  enemies.  He  feemed,  in  fhort,  by 
his  imprudent  conducl,  to  urge  his  fubjects  to  in- 
vite the  ruffian  yoke. 

It  was  long  ftnce  the  emifTaries  of  Ruflia  had 
been  fuccefsful  in  their  attempts  to  gain  over 
feveral  of  the  principal  barons  of  Courland,  and 
particularly  the  counfellor  Hoven,  an  eloquent, 
comolvino;,  and  ambitious  man.  The  courifh 
nobles*  were  often  attracted  to  Peterfburg  ; 
where  the  flattering  reception  of  the  emprefs^ 
diflinc'tions,  honours',  pofts,  and  pleafures,  ren* 
dered  their  abode  in  the  imperial  refidence  far 
preferable  to  continuing  in  Mittau,  and  raifed  in 
them  the  defire  of  being  under  the  fway  of  the 
fovereign  of  a  vaft  empire,  rather  than  to  live  iri 
obedience  to  a  duke,  the  obfcurity  of  whofe  ori  - 
gin  they  could  not  forget,  and  whom  they  re- 
garded as  their  inferior. 

For  inducing  the  people  to  partake  in  this  fen- 
timent  of  the  nobles,  Catharine  artfully  raifed  a 
fpirit  of  diffention  in  their'minds,  and  threw  out 
reafons  of  alarm.  She  began  by  mitigating  ths 
inhabitants  of  Livonia  to  infift  upon  the  fulfil- 
ment of  an  ancient  convention,  by  which  the 
Gourlanders  were  obliged  to  bring' all  their  mer- 
chandizes to  Riga ;  certainly  a  very  ftrange  and 

*  The  principal  of  thefe  nobles  are  the  families  of  Man- 
teulel,  Bahr,  KJopmafari,  Korf,  Grodiaus,  Sal's,  Igelitroem, 
Firksj  Munfter,  Hoop,  and  Medeni. 

b  b  2  hard 
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hard  condition,  by  which  a  nation,  that  had  on 
its  coafts  excellent  harbours  happily  iituated, 
fhould  be  obliged  to  go,  at  a  great  expence,  to 
embark  the  produces  of  its  foil  in  a  foreign  city. 
But  what  cannot  force  effect  ?  and  what  will  not 
ambition  dare  ?  The  quarrel  between  the  Livo- 
nians  and  the  Courianders  was  not  yet  terminated, 
when  the  emprefs  fent  engineers  into  Courland, 
to  mark  out  a  canal,  to  facilitate  the  tranfport  of 
the  merchandizes  of  that  country  into  Livonia. 
The  Courianders  feeing  this,  and  fearing  left  they 
fhould  be  foon  forced  to  make  ufe  of  this  canal, 
thought  it  better  for  them  to  be  protected  than 
oppreffed  by  the  emprefs,  and  to  be  her  fubjects 
rather  than  her  neighbours. 

Catharine,  being  informed  of  thefe  difpofitions, 
called  the  duke  of  Courland  to  her,  under  the 
pretext  of  having  occafion  to  confer  with  him  on 
matters  of  importance.  But  no  fooner'was  that 
prince  at  the  foot  of  the  throne  of  the  autocratrix 
of  the  north,  than  the  ftates  of  Courland  held  an 
aflembly.  The  nobility  propofed  to  withdraw  the 
country  from  the  paramount  fupremacy  of  Poland, 
and  to  put  it  under  that  of  Ruffia.  The  principal 
members  of  the  grand  council  made  a  faint  op- 
position to  this  alteration,  by  obferving,  that  be- 
fore they  proceeded  to  a  refolution,  it  would 
be  expedient  to  wait  the  return  of  the  duke. 
The  oberburgraf  Hoven  rofe  up,  and  fpoke  a 
long  time  in  favour  of  Ruffia.  Some  coun- 
fellors  expreffed  themfelves  of  his  opinion,  and 

others 
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others  reproached  him  with  treafon.  The  difpute 
grew  warm  on  both  rides ;  challenges  were  re- 
ciprocally given  and  fwords  were  about  to  be 
drawn,  when  the  ruffian  general  Pahlen  appeared 
in  the  afiembly  *.  His  prefence  refrored  tranquil- 
lity. No  one  prefumed  to  raife  his  voice  againft 
Ruflia  ;  and  the  propolal  of  the  nobles  was 
adopted. 

The  next  day-j~  the  act   was  drawn    up,  by  : 
which    Courland,  Semigallia,  and   the  circle   of 
Pilten,  made  a   formal   furrender   of  themlelves 

*  Baron  Hoven  complained  to  the  diet  of  having  received 
the  following  challenge  from  Jhe  chancellor  baron  Wolf: 
"  My  earneft  defire,  after  long  perfeverance  in  feeking  an  op- 
"  portunity,  for  talking  with  you,  without  any  witnefles  ex- 
('  cept  our  own  four  eyes,  mult  have  been  particularly  manifefl. 
"  to  you  to-day.  Let  us,  this  fine  afternoon,  devote  one 
"  minute  to  our  country  !  It  may  be  that  the  fate  thereof  de- 
"  pends  upon  it.  —  The  glorious  weather,  at  any  rate,  invites 
"  me  to  take  a  walk.  We  mail  then  meet  here  without  fall, 
"  near  the  city  of  Rome  ?  I  ihall  wait  for  you  till  four  o'clock 
"  at  the  other  end  of  the  long  bridge.  Oh  how  delightful  — 
<e  how  hearty  will  be  our  embrace.  And  the  thoughts  on  our 
"  dear  country  !  ! ! 

"  Now,  you  will  certainly  come  ?  Antient  Rome  was  fa- 
"  mous  for  a  fcries  of  patriotic  atehievements ;  may  our 
"  courifh  Rome  be  renowned  for  one  alone  !  —  Suffice  ;  we 
ff  mall  talk  together,  —  and  lhould  you,  which  I  can  by  no 
','  means  furmife,  not  pleafe  to  attend  at  the  time_appointed  ; 
"  I  will  not  relt  till  I  have  found  you  fome  other  time,  to 
"  which  I  fliall  be  forced  to  employ  coercive  means. 

"  Mittau,  March  16,  1795.  "  Wolf." 

■i-  The  18th  of  March  1795.  This  fingular  ad  may  be  fesn, 
in  the  Appendix  at  the  end  of  the  volume,  No.  XII. 

B  B    3  tO 


374,  LIFE  OF  THE  CI79^S 

to  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  ;  and  it  was  carried  to 
Petersburg,  where  the  duke  of  Courland  learnt, 
from  the  mouth  of  his  own  fubjecls,  that  they 
themfelyes  had  deprived  him  of  his  dominions  *. 
The  empr.efs  immediately  fent  a  governor  thi- 
ther,, 

However,  fome  difcontent  remained  in  Cour- 
land :  difcontent  brought  on  profcription ;  and 
the  pofTeffions  of  the  profcribed  were  given  to  the 
courtiers  of  Catharine.  The  favourite  Plato  Zubof 
and  his  brother  Valerian  obtained  a  great  part  of 
thefe  rich  and  ihameful  fpoils. 

Though  the  peaceful  fovereign  of  fo  many 
•ufurped  dominions,  Catharine  was  perpetually 
taking  frefh  meafures  to  annex  them  infeparably 
to  her  efrates.  Prince  Repnin  and  general  Tou- 
toulrnin  exacted  in  her  name  a  new  oath  of  alle- 
'  giance,  the  one  in  Lithuania,  the  other  in  Po- 
land Jf  ;  and-  the  miferable  inhabitants  of  thofe 
countries,  who  dared  to  refufe  to  fubmit  to  that 
cruel  formality,  were  inftantly  defpoiled  of  the 
heritage  of  their  fathers,  and  driven  from  their 
patal  foil. 

*  It  fhould  feem  that  the  duke  \yas  aware  of  this  intended 
fpoliation,  as  he  had  bought  up  feveral  eftates  in  Pruffia,  the 
chw.y  of  Sac  an  in  Silefia,  the  domains  of  Rothenburg,  and 
Pre  :  r  !  sfeldt  in  Brandenburg.  He  was  already  poifeffed, 
in  Silefia,  of  the  countries  of  Vartenberg,  of  Balin,  and  of 
CJpfchutz. 

f  The  form  of  the  oath  to  be  taken  individually  by  the 
Lithuap'ans  and  the  Poles,  is  infertcd  in  the  Appendix,  at 
the  end  of  the  volume,  N°  XIII. 

The 
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The  emprefs,  who  had  fo  long  given  unavail- 
ing promifes  of  afliftance  to  the  concert  of  kings 
againft  France,  yielded  to  the  follicitations  of  the 
favourite  Zubof,  to  which  he  had  been  conftantly 
ftimulated  by  his  fifter,  the  britifh  minifter,  and 
Efterhazy.  She  determined  *  to  join  the  engUfh. 
navy  with  a  fquadron  of  twelve  mips  of  the  line 
and  eight  frigates,  the  command  whereof  was 
given  to  admiral  Hanikof  '\t.  But,  never  making 
treaties  without  a  view  to  the  benefit  of  her  coun- 
try, it  was  ftipulated  on  her  part  that  the  fhips 
fhould  be  provifioned  at  thev  expence  of  her  ally, 
and  fent  home  in  thorough  repair,  by  which  means 
her  Faw  mariners  were  difciplined,  and  her  crazy 
vefTels,  moftly  oij"  fir-timber,  and  which  would 
Jiardly  bear  the  fea,  were  completely  refitted. 

Catharine  had  married  J  her  grandfon  Alexan- 
der with  the  princefs  Louifa,  of  Baden-Durlach^ ; 
and  was  now  delirous  of  giving  a  fpoufe  to  prince 
Conftantine.  She  invited  to  her  court  the  three 
daughters  of  the  prince  of  Saxe-Coburg;  and, 
after  having  fome  time  hefitated  in  her  choice,  fhe 
determined   in  favour  of  the  youngeft,  who,  on 

*  The  2d  of  July,   1795. 

f  Hanikof  is  a  brave  and'deferving  officer,  fpeaks  englifh 
remarkably  well,  and  was  to  have  accompanied  commodore 
James  Trevenen  on  the  intended  voyage  of  difcovcry,  which 
was  laid  afide  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  fwediih  war. 

i  The  2 1  ft  of  May,  1793. 

§  On  embracing  the  greek  religion,  the  princefs  Louifa  of 
ipaden-Purlach  took  the  name  of  Elizabeth  Alexievna. 

B  e  4  becoming 
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becoming  grand  duchefs,  took  the  name  of  Anna 
Feodorovna  *. 

But  thefe  quiet  ufurpations,  thefe  treaties  and 
alliances,  were  not  fufficient  to  give  full  occupa- 
tion to  the  mind  of  Catharine.  Inured  to  conqueft, 
fhe  turned  her  arms  againft  Perfia;  and  under 
pretence  of  defending  Lolf-Ali-khan,  an  offspring 
of  the  race  of  the  fophis,  fhe  wanted  to  take  re- 
venge on  Aga-Mahmed,  and  to  gain  poiTeffion  of 
the  perfian  provinces  which  border  on  the  Cafpian. 
Her  minifter  at  Conftantinople  therefore  had  or- 
ders to  prefs  the  porte  to  fecond  her  defigns.  But, 
although  ftrongly  fupported  by  the  reis-effendi, 
Rafchid-Mehemet,  the  divan  remained  im- 
movable. 

Valerian  Zubof,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous 
army,  penetrated  into  the  province  of  Dagheftan, 
and  advanced  to  lay  fiege  to  Derbent.  His  firft 
attack  was  directed  againft  a  high  tower  which  de- 
fended the  place  ;  and,  after  having  made  himfelf 
mailer  of  it,  and  put  the  whole  garrifon  to  the 
fword,  he  was  preparing  to  make  an  afTault  upon 
the  town.  The  Perfians,  intimidated  by  the  for- 
mer fucceffes  and  the  impetuofity  of  the  Ruffians, 
cried  out  for  quarter ;  and  the  commandant,  a 
venerable  old  man,  of  the  amazing  age  of  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty  years,  and  the  fame  who,  at  the 
cunmencement  of  the  prefent  century,  had  fur- 

*  The  14th  of  Fdjryary-j  1795. 

rendered 
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rendered  Derbent  to  Peter  I.  came  now  to  deliver 
the  keys  to  Valerian  Zubof. 

Aga-Mahmed  was  advancing  with  fuccours  to 
the  relief  of  Derbent,  when  he  heard  that  the 
place  was  already  in  the  hands  of  the  Ruffians. 
Valerian  Zubof  came  forth  from  the  place  to  offer 
him  battle,  in  which  victory  declared  for  the  Per- 
fians,  who  forced  their  enemies  to  return  into 
Derbent.  Catharine,  being  informed  of  this  de- 
feat, immediately  gave  orders  for  a  body  of  troops 
which  fhe  had  in  the  Kuban  to  go  and  reinforce 
the  army  of  Valerian  Zubof,  not  doubting  that 
her  general  would  very  foon  give  a  total  defeat  to 
Aga-Mahmed. 

She  alfo  flattered  herfelf  with  the  hopes  of  ob- 
taining a  greater  triumph.  The  new  treaty  which 
fhe  had  juft  concluded*  with  Great  Britain  and 
with  Auftria  fecured  to  her  the  affiflance  of  thofc 
two  powers  againft  Turkey  :  in  a  word,  fhe  now 
reckoned  on  the  full  accompliihment  of  her  darling 

"  The  former  treaty  of  this  triple  alliance  had  been  figned 
fa  the  month  of  February,  1791;.  The  new  one  was  Co  be 
figned  the  very  day  on  which  the  emprefs  breathed  her  laft, 
or,  however,  the  day  after  that  on  which  the  died.  By  this 
new  treaty,  it  is  faid,  fhe  was  to  furnifh  the  coalition  imme- 
diately an  army  of  fixty-five  thoufand  men,  and  afterwards 
to  augment  that  army  to  fourfcore  thoufand  men,  if  it  mould 
be  judged  necelfary.  At  the  fame  time,  Great  Britain  bound 
herfelf  to  pay  a  hundred  and  fifty-thoufand  pounds  fterling 
jn  advance,  and  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds  per  month  over 
and  above  the  maintenance  of  the  troops. 

projeclr, 


37^  LIFE    OP    THE  [1796, 

project,  of  driving  the  Ottomans  out  of  Europe, 
and  of  reigning  in  Conftantinople. 

In  that  cafe  the  vaft  empire  of  Catharine  would 
have  had  for  its  frontiers,  the  thracian  Bofphorus 
to  the  fouth,  the  gulph  of  Bothnia  to  the  north*, 
the  Viftula  to  the  weft,  and  the  fea  of  Japan  to  the 
caft. 

But  death  deceived  her  hopes.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  6th  of  November  fhe  was  in  good  fpi- 
lits,  and  took  her  coffee  as  ufual.  Some  time 
after  this  me  retired  to  her  clofet ;  where,  after 
remaining  a  full  half  hour,  the  women  who 
waited  on  her,  not  feeing  her  return,  began  to  be 
alarmed ;  and,  on  entering  the  outer  room  in 
which  fhe  was,  they  found  her  ftretched  on  the 
parquet  with  her  feet  againft  the  door,  and.  fpeechr- 
lefs.  Upon  this,  a  meffenger  was  difpatched  to 
Dr.  John  Rogerfon,  her  majefty's  chief  phyikian, 
who,  judging  it  to  be  a  fit  of  apoplexy,  ordered 
her  twice  to  be  let  blood,  on  which  the  emprefs 
at  firft  appeared  to  be  fomewhat  relieved  ;  but 
fhe  was  unable  to  utter  a  fingle  word,  and  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  evening   of  the  following  day  fhe 

expired  -fr. 

The 

*  It  has  been  afferted  by  penons  of  great  credibility,  that 
in  the  fecret  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Varela,  Catharine  II. 
had  promifed  Guftavus  III.  to  aflilt  him  in  conquering  Nor- 
way, on  condition  that  he  mould  cede  all  Finland  to  her. 

I  Catharine,  through  life,  had  been  feldom  out  of  order  ;   j 
and  her  even  and  cheerful  frame  of  mind  perhaps  contributed 

to 
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The  grand  duke  was  at  his  country  palace  of 
Gatfhina,  to  which  palace  an  officer  was  fent  off 
to  apprize  him  of  the  danger  of  his  mother.  He 
repaired  to  Peterfburg,  and  at  the  inftant  when 
fhe  ceafed  to  breathe  was  proclaimed  emperor  by 
the  name  of  Paul  I. 

Having  taken  in  hand  the  reins  of  government, 
that  prince  failed  not  to  pay  the  due  funeral  ho- 
nours to  his  mother ;  but  he  would  not  that  fhe 
fhould  be  the  fole  object  of  this  auguft  and  mourn- 
ful ceremony. 

Whether  from  an  excefs  of  filial  piety,  or  whe- 
ther to  fhew  that  he  frill  felt  at  heart  the  abhor- 
rence of  the  crime  that  had  deprived  him  of  a  fa- 
ther, he  revived  in  an  awful  and  folemn  manner 
the  recollection  of  that  horrid  transaction.  The 
laft  fcene  of  the  bloody  tragedy  of  1762  was  pre- 
fented  after  a  period  of  thirty-five  years. 

Paul  I.  ordered  the  tomb  of  the  unfortunate 
Peter  III.  in  the  church  of  the  monaftery  of  St. 
Alexander  Nefsky,  to  be  opened.  On  the  coffin 
of  that  prince  he  caufed  to  be  placed  the  imperial 
crown,  which  he  had  fent  for  exprefsly  from  Mof- 


to  the  prefervation  of  her  health.  She  fuffered  a  little,  latter- 
ly, by  fwellings  in  the  legs,  and  was  fometimes  fubjeel  to  a 
trifling  colic.  She  loft  all  confeioufnefs  from  the  moment  of 
her  laft  attack. — Her  good  genius  preferred  her  from  the  pains 
of  a  lingering  illnefs ;  and  fhe  died  fortunately  as  fhe  had, 
always  lived. 

co  i 
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co;  the  coffin  was  then  laid  in  Hate  befide  that 
of  the  emprefs,  with  a  true-love-knot  reaching 
from  one  to  the  other,  on  which  was  inferibed, 
in  rufs  characters  :  "  Divided  in  life  —  united  in  . 
"  death." 

Alexius  Orlof  was  fent  for  to  Peterfburg,  to 
fiand,  with  prince  Baratinfky,  one  on  each  lide 
cf  the  coffin  of  Peter  III.  as  chief  mourners.  This 
woeful  preference  had  certainly  no  other  aim  than 
to  excite  remorfe  and  terror  in  the  breafts  of  the 
two  aflaffins.  For  three  hours  which  the  ceremony 
jailed,  the  eyes  of  all  the  fpectators  were  fixed 
upon  them,  as  if  reproaching  them  with  their 
guilt.  Alexius  Orlof,  poffefling  more  force  and 
infenfibility  than  Baratiniky,  betrayed  no  iigns  of 
emotion ;  but  his  accomplice  feemed  to  be  over- 
whelmed with  grief,  and  would  probably  have 
fallen  into  a  fwoon  had  not  recourle  been  had  to 
falts  and  other  ftimulants  which  he  conflantly  ap- 
plied. 

All  Peterfburg  expected  that  this  punifhment 
would  be  followed  by  fome  more  fignal  feverity  : 
but  the  vengeance  of  the  emperor  proceeded  no 
farther.  Alexey  Orlof  received  permiffion  to  tra- 
vel, without  having  aiked  for  it;  and  Baratinfky 
had  orders  never  more  to  appear  at  court.  A  dif- 
grace  which  he  muft  certainly  have  confidered  as 
a  favour. 

We 
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We  Shall  not  attempt  to  trace  iri  new  colours  the 
character  of  Catharine  II.  The  hiftory  we  have 
now  been  writing  fufficiently  difplays  it.  What 
pencil  will  be  found  to  paint,  with  ftrokes  fuffi- 
ciently animated,  that  woman,  whofe  head  and 
heart  fubdued,  governed,  and  civilifed  an  im- 
menfe  empire  ;  who,  in  her  vaftly  comprehensive 
plans,  no  fooner  conceived  than  executed,  gave 
and  took  away  crowns  at  her  pleafure  ;  who,  if 
death  had  not  flopped  her  career,  would  have 
placed  her  grandfon,  Conftantine,  on  the  ottoman 
throne  ? 

She  is  dead  —  thus  every  thing  dies  but  fame. 
The  dart  of  death  Struck  her  with  the  rapidity  of 
lightning.  In  the  morning  She  was  an  emprefs  ; 
at  night  fhe  was  duft.  Her  great  foul  efcaped 
from  its  mortal  coil,  without  a  Single  attendant  to 
receive  her  laft  Sighs,  to,  hear  her  lair,  accents. 
How  great  muft  have  been  her  grief,  how  fevere 
her  torment,  when  fhe  fell,  almoft  inanimate,  and 
incapable  of  elevating  her  voice,  fo  as  to  be  heard 
by  her  faithful  guards  in  the  outer  apartment  I 
What  an  amazing  crowd  of  thoughts  muft  have 
ruined  into  her  mind  in  her  laft  moments ! 

To  the  little  that  has  been  faid  before,  we  Shall 
only  fubjoin  a  few  words  on  her  perfon. 

That  princefs  had  been  handfome  in  her  youth, 
and  fhe  preferved  a  graceful nefs  and  majefty  to  the 
laft  period  of  her  life.     She  was  of  a  moderate 
Stature,  but  well  proportioned  ;  and,  as  fhe  car- 
ried 
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lied  her  head  very  high,  fhe  appeared  rather  tall. 
She  had  an  open  front,  an  aquiline  nofe,  an 
agreeable  mouth,  and  her  chin,  though  long,  was 
not  mis-ihapen.  Her  hair  was  auburn,  her  eye- 
brows black  and  rather  thick  ;  and  her  blue  eyes  * 
had  a  gentlenefs  which  was  often  affected,  but 
oftener  Hill  a  mixture  of  pride.  Her  phyfiognomy 
was  not  deficient  in  expreffion  ;  but  that  expreffion 
never  difcovered  what  was  pairing  in  the  foul  of 
Catharine,  or  rather  it  ferved  her  the  better  to 
difguife  it. 

The  emprefs  was  ufually  dreffed  in  the  ruffian 
manner.  She  wore  a  green  gown  -\-  fomewhat 
Ihort,  forming  in  front  a  kind  of  veft,  and  with 
clofe  fleeves  reaching  to  the  wrift.  Her  hair, 
{lightly  powdered,  flowed  upon  her  fhoulders, 
topped  with  a  fmall  cap  covered  with  diamonds. 
In  the  latter  years  of  her  life  fhe  put  on  a  great  deal 
of  rouge  ;  for  fhe  was  ftill  deiirous  to  prevent  the 
impreffions  of  time  from  being  vifible  on  her  face  ; 
and  fhe  always  obferved  the  ftricTteft  temperance  %. 

*  Several  perfons  who  lived  at  the  court  of  that  princefs 
affirm,  that  Catharine  IL  had  very  blue  eyes,  and  not  brown, 
as  is  faid  by  M.  Rulhieres. 

+  Green  is  the  favourite  colour  with  the  Ruffians.  Several' 
of  their  uniforms  are  green, 

t  She  made  but  a  light  breakfaft,  ate  moderately  at  dinner,  - 
and  never  had  any  tapper.  When  fhe  read  in  foreign  prints, 
that  fhe  had  a  dropfy  and, a  fcirrhous  complaint,  and  that  fbc 
could  not  live  long,  fhe  affected  to  laugh  at  it  3  but  near  ob- 
lervcrs  affert,  that  {he  was  fecretly  hurt  at  the  time. 

We. 
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We  promifed  to  give  a  ftatemeht  of  the  pre- 
fents  received  by  the  favourites  of  Catharine.  The 
following  has  been  communicated  to  us  by  per- 
fons  well  informed  : 


The  five  brothers  Orl of  received  45,000 
peafants ;  and  in  lands,  palaces,  jewels,  plate, 
and  money  * 

Vissensky,  officer  of  the  guards,  about 
two  months  in  favour 

Vassiltschikof,  fimple  lieutenant  of  the 
guards,  received,  in  the  22  months  that  he 
Was  in  favour : 

An  eftate  with  7000  peafants  upon  it,  efti- 
inated  at     - 

In  money  - 

In  jewels  - 

In  plate  - 

A  palace  furnifhed 

A  penfion  of  20,000  rubles  per  annum,  nearly 


Rubles. 


1 7.000,000 


200,060 


600,000 
100,000 
60,000 
50,000 
100,000 
200,000 


Total  1,100,000 


The  order  of  St.  Alexander  Nefsky. 

Prince  Potemkin  received,  in  thetwofirft 
years,  about  nine  millions. 

He  afterwards  accumulated  immenfe  riches. 
He  had  great  eftates  in  Poland,  and  in  all  the 
provinces  of  Ruffia.  One  of  his  book-cafes 
was  full  of  gold,  diamonds,  and  notes  of  the 
banks  ol  London,  Amfterdam,  and  Venice. 
His  fortune  was  eftimated  at  - 


50,000,000 


Zavodofsky 
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Zavodofsky  received,  in  18  months, 
lands  in  Poland  with  20co  peafants,  in  the 
Ukraine  with  6000,  and  in  Ruiha  with  1800. 
Thefe  eftates  were  eftimated  at  - 

He  received  in  money 

In  plate  -  - 

In  jewels  - 

In  a  penfion  on  the  cabinet  of  10,000 
rubles  a  year  - 
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Rubles. 


1,000;,  000 

150,000 
50,000 
80,000 

ICO,O0O 

Total  1,380,000 


The  ribbon  of  the  white  eade  of  Poland. 

O 

Zoritch  received,  in  one  year,  the  ribbon 
of  the  order  of  the  fword  of  Sweden,  and  that 
of  the  white  eagle  of  Poland. 

An  eftate  in  Poland,  of 

One  in  Livonia,  of  50  haaks 

A    commandery    in    Poland,     produced 
12,000  rubles  yearly,  valued  at 

In  money  - 

In  jewels  - 


500,000 
100,000 

120,000 
500,000 
200,000 


Total  1,420,000 


Korzakof  received,  in  16  months,  the 
ribbon  of  the  white  eagle  of  Poland,  the  pa- 
lace of  Vafnltfchikof  re-purchafed  for  him     - 

An  eftate  with  4000  peafants  * 

In  money  and  jewels 

The  liquidation  of  his  debts     - 

To  fit  him  out  for  travelling 

Gratification  while  on  his  travels 


100,000 
400,000 
150,000 
100,000 
100,000 
70,000 

Total  920,000 


Lanskoi 
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LanskoY  received,  in 

efhtesor  money 

-  00,000 

In  diamonds 

- 

8o,oco 

To  pay  his  debts 

- 

80,000 

A  palace  valued  at     - 

- 

100,000 

Total  3,260,000 


Moreover  his  fifter  and  his  coufin  were  ad- 
mitted into  the  number  of  maids  of  honour  to 
the  emprefs,  and  received  many  prefents  not 
■brought  into  the  account. 

Yermolof  received,  in    16  months, 
ribbon  of  the  white  esgleof  Poland. 

An  eitate  valued  at  ico,ooo 

'mother  with  3000  peafants     -  -  joo,ooo 

In  money    -  -  -  150,000 


Total  550,000 

MoMtwtoF  received,  in  26  months,  ia  eftates  600,000 

In  monsy                   -  200,000 

In  jewels     -                               -                  -  8o,oco 


Total  880,000 


Plato  Zubof  was  decorated  v  ith  the  title 
>f  prince,  and  with  feveral, ribbons,  and  ap- 
pointed graird-mafter  of  the  artillery.  He  re- 
c  ived  large  ellates  in  Ruffia,  in  Poland,  and 
in  Courland.  Hi-  f!  :  .:»e,  exclufive  of  move- 
ables  and  jewels  amounts  to  about  roo, . 
per  annum,  and  confequently  valued  at  2,500  oc 3 

His  moveables  and  his  jewels  -  200.  -300 

Total    2,70c/.  co 
1 '  l.  in.  c  c  \\.:.e~  :..?-- 
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Valerian  Zubof  received  great  fums  in 
money,,  eftates  in  Poland  and  in  Courland, 
and  a  penficn  of  12,000  rubles,  payable  in 
gold.    The  whole  may  be  eftimated  at 

To  thefe  gifts  mull  be  added  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  favourite,  eftimated  at  1,250,000 
rubles  per  annum,  which,  during  the  thirty- 
four  years  of  the  reign  of  Catharine  II.  a- 
mounts  to 

Sum  total    - 


Rubles, 


800,000 


8,500,000 
92,820,000 


We  have  fo  often  had  occaflon  to  fpeak  of  the 
wars  and  the  conquefts  of  Catharine  II.  that  we 
fhould  not  be  eaiily  excufed  for  omitting  an  ac- 
count of  the  forces  of  her  empire,  and  all  the 
means  in  her  poffeffion,  independent  on  her 
policy  and  uncommon  talents,  for  eftablifhing 
and  enlarging  her  power.  Here  follows  then  a 
fuccincl  ftate  of  the 


ARMY.  . 

In  1794  the  ruffian  army  was  compofcd  of 
eight  divifions,  each  of  fifty  thoufand  men  ;  and 
thefe  divifions  had  their  particular  generals. 
I.  The  divifion  of  Finland,  commanded  by  the 
prince  of  Anhalt,  kinfman  "to  the  emprefs. 
a.  The  divifion  of  Livonia,  commanded  by 
fleld-marmal  Ivan  Soltikof.  3.  The  divifion  of 
Mosco,    commanded   by   general   Prozorofsky. 

4.  The! 
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4.  The  divilion  of  White  Russia,  under  the 
orders  of  general  Mikelfon,  conqueror  of  the 
rebel  Pugatfbef.  5.  The  divifion  of  the  Ukraine, 
commanded  by  field-marfhal  Suvarof  Rimnikfky. 
6.  The  divifion  of  Caucasus,  under  orders  of 
general  Gudovitch,  who  took  from  the  Turks  the 
fortreffes  of  Anapa  and  of  Sudyuk-kaly.  7.  The 
divifion  of  Ufa,  commanded  by  general  Reck, 
having  under  him  general  Chardon,  a  native  of 
Avignon.  8.  The  divifion  of  Siberia,  com- 
manded by  general  Strandmann. 

Thefe  eight  divifions  were 
ftated  to  form  a  regular  army  of     400,000  men." 

The  artillery,  of  which  the 
favourite  Plato  Zubof  was  grand - 
mafter,  reckoned  about         -         -  30,000 

Three  regiments  of  foot- 
guards,  and  a  regiment  of 
horfe  guards         -  -         10,000 

The  kozaks  of  the  Don,  the 
Tartars  of  Taurida,  the  Kal- 
muks,  and  feveral  other  hordes, 
furnifhed,  in  irregular  troops, 
nearly         -  120,000 


Total  of  the  army     550,000 


c  c  a  This 


is 


388  Life   of  the 

This  army  was  completed  by  the  recruits  which 
the  proprietors  of  eftates  were  obliged  to  furnifh 
fometimes  by  railing  one  man  out  of  every  five 
hundred  of  their  peafants,  fometimes  out  of  three 
hundred,  fometimes  out  of  one  hundred  *. 

State  of  the  ruffian  army  in  January  1795, 
according    to    the  registers    of  the    college   of 

*  In  the  war  before  laft  againft  the  Turks,  it  once  hap- 
pened, that  one  man  out  of  thirty-five  was  taken,  to  recruit 
the  army  of  marfhal  Romsntzof. 

This  method  of  recruiting,  though  convenient  to  the  em- 
prefs,  was  ruinous  to  the  empire,  and  was  attended  with 
horrible  abufes.  The  officers  employed  in  levying  recruits, 
after  {tripping  naked  all  the  men  preferred  to  them,  cut  the 
hair  from  behind  of  tliofe  they  rejected,  and  the  hair  over  the 
forehead  of  fuch  as  they  accepted.  They  were  obliged  to 
felecf  only  found  men,  exempt  from  all  bodily  blemifh  ;  but 
by  means  of  a  flight  gratification,  they  were  induced  to  take 
fuch  as  the  matters  wiflied  to  get  rid  of,  and  who  often  were 
not  even  able  to  bear  the  fatigues  of  the  journey.  Befides, 
the  matters  were  obliged  to  give  a  certain  fum  of  money  to 
thefe  recruits  5  the  relations  almoft  always  added  fomething 
to  this  fum  5  and  all  this  -was  trufted  to  the  officer,  whofe  in- 
tereft  it  was  that  the  recruits  fhould  not  join  the  army,  that  he 
might  keep  what  belonged  to  them.  Accordingly,  he  fed 
them  fo  badly,  and  fatigued  them  fo  much,  that  fometimes 
not  more  than  a  third  reached  the  place  of  their  destination. 
It  was  very  well  authenticated,  that  of  fixty  thoufand  men 
raifed  in  a  diftricl:,  to  recruit  the  army  of  prince  Potemkin, 
only  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  were  able  to  join  that  army. 


war 
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war,  made  up  from  the  reports  of  the  different 
corps : 


5  of\ 

ers, 
len    > 


Regiments. 

19  of  artillery  - 

11  Grenadiers,  of  4075  men  each  -  ") 
3  Grenadiers,  of  1000  to  3000  men  each  ( 

51  Muiketeers,  compofed  of  10  companies  of 
muiketeers,  and  2  companies   of  grenadie 
each  regiment  being  compofed  of  2424  men 

7  Muiketeers  without  grenadiers 

1  Muiketeers,  of  4  battalions  4143  men 
New  arquebuhers,  lo  called 

12  Battalioiis  of  muiketeers,  of  10 19  men     - 
3  Battalions  of  muiketeers,  of  1475  men     " 

48  Battalions,  infantry  in  garrifon  on  the  fron 

tiers  - 

10  in  the  country         - 
9  Corps  of  chaffeurs  (yseger-corps)  of  4  battalions 

of  988  men,  each  3992  - 

3  Battalions  of  chaffeurs  - 

5  Cuirafliers  (of  6  fquadrons)  of  11 06  and  11 25 
men  -  -  -  - 

10  Dragoons  (of  10  fquadrons)  of  18S2  men  1 
•    2  with  huffars  and  grenadiers  mounted  ( 

8  Carabinicrs  (of  6  fquadrons)  of  1106  men    ~) 
8  Carabiniers  (of  5  fquadrons)  of  988  men       f 

2  Huffars,  ef  rii9men 

3  Squadrons  huffars  -  •> 
1   Squadron  huffars  de  corps 

4  Regiments  chaffeurs  a  cheval,  of  1838  men 

5  Light  horfe  (of  6  fquadrons)  of  1047  men 

6  Cavalry  of  the  .Ukraine,  of  1047  men 
j6  Regular  kozak  cavalry 

Troops  to  guard  the  country  (marechauffee) 

c  c  3 


Number  of  men 
in  pay. 

38,110 


5?;°48 

139>S92 

5*879 

16,653 

25928 
2,994 

549° 

23,573 

2,72a 
7,3  52 

6,282 

30,883 

22,216 
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In  the  new  provinces  acquired  from  Poland 
in  the  firft  partition,  viz. 

Number  of  meu 

Regiments.  M»  $*¥* 

6  Brigades  of  18 19  men            -             ■» /'*  "\ 

5  Brigades  light  horfe,  of  1098  men        -  K          23,360 

4  of  infantry,  of  1447,  &c.  in  all        -  J 

Invalids  in  garrifon             _               -  -             3^64 

Soldiers' fons  at  fchool  for  fervice  -             16,816 

Troops  to  affift  the  commiffaries,  &c.  -            i^S 

Total  regular  troops    -    Men  541,74* 
Irregular  kozaks  cavalry  -  21,625^ 

Irregular  troops  of  the  Don  kozaks  J>  46,601 

cavalry,  all  in  actual  fervice  24,976  J 

A  great  number  of  other  irregular  troops,  all 
cavalry,  as  Kalmuks,  Bafchkirs,  &c.  not  en- 
rolled, but  ready  when  called  out,  they  re- 


100,000 


ceive  no  pay  j  at  leaft 


Men  688,332 


All  the  regiments  encamp  from  the  month  of 
May, to  the  end  of  Anguft.  In  their  tents  they 
have  no  ftraw  ;  but  each  foldier  lies  upon  the  bare 
and  often  the  wet  ground.  When  he  mounts  guard, 
it  is  for  a  fortnight  together.  But  when  he  is 
taken  ill,  the  government  has  him  attended  with 
maternal  care.  No  expence  has  been  fpared  in 
providing  hofpitals ;  large  buildings  have  been 
conilrucled  in  the  principal  towns,  and  a  proper 

number 
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number  of  phyficians  attached  to  them.  There 
they  have  medicines  and  diet,  fuited  to  the  pa- 
tient's cafe,  let  the  coft  be  what  it  may.  Not- 
withstanding all  this,  the  foldiers  enter  the  hof- 
pitals  with  repugnance,  and  are  glad  to  leave  them 
as  foon  as  they  can.  It  is  not  fo  with  the  officers 
of  thefe  hofpitals,  who  contrive  to  fecure  fome 
comfortable  perquifites  to  themfelves. 

With  regard  to  the  proportion  of  military  force 
which  the  empire  can  fend  into  the  field,  Ruffia 
has  great  advantages,  as  it  has  but  little  luxury, 
commerce,  or  manufactures  ;  and  after  tke  greateft 
levies,  hands  enough  will  remain  for  ill  the  pur- 
pofes  of  agriculture. 

That  the  extent  of  the  ruffian  empire  will  not 
permit  the  railing  of  its  whole  military  force  is 
evident;  and  fuppofing  the  population  to  be  fix 
millions  more  than  France,  it  would  be  a  great 
miftake  to  fuppofe  that  Ruffia  could  make  as 
confiderable  a  levy.  The  manner  of  thinking  of 
the  Ruffians  is  not  favourable  to  this ;  for  if  we 
except  fome  of  its  people,  as  the  kozaks,  the 
Kalmuks,  &c.  the  repugnance  of  the  lower  order 
of  the  people  for  the  military  profeffion  is  greater 
in  Ruffia  than  in  almoft  any  other  country. 

It  may  be  fome  inducement  to  a  ruffian  peafant 
or  ferf  to  enter  into  the  army  :  the  pay  is  tolerably 
good,  more  fo,  comparatively,  than  in  moft 
countries  of  Europe ;  but  they  are  not  allowed 
leave  of  abfence  for  iix  months  in  the  year,  as  in 

c  c  4  Germany  ; 
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Germany  ;  and  from  the  diftance  of  their  Ration 
a  3'oung  man  on  enlifting  may  be  considered  : 
having  quitted  his  family  and  connections  for 
ever.  It  is  true,  that  fince  1793  the  time  of  fer- 
vicea  which  ufed  to  be  for  life,  is  limited  to 
twenty-five  years.  This  may  have  a  good  effect 
in  giving  hopes  to  the  recruit  of  revifiting,  though 
at  a  diftant  period,  his  family  and  friends. 

However  dear  bread  may  be,  the  ruffian  foldier 
always  has  abundance  ;  indeed  the  dearer  it  is  the 
better  for  him,  as  he  has  generally  a  fuperfluity  to 
difpofe  of  :  and  confidering  all  circumftances,  the 
pay  of  the  ruffian  foldier  is  better  than  that  of 
Pruffia,  Aufrria,  or  France. 

The  difcipline  is  levere,  (the  lower  officers 
having  a  right  to  inflict  a  puniihment,  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty  ftrokes  with  a  cane,  of  their  own1 
authority,)  but  the  occasions  of  puniihment  are 
not  fofrequent  as  in  Germany.  The  Ruffian  has 
no  gaiters  to  clean,  no  breeches  to  whiten,  no 
buttons  to  poliin,  or  hair  to  drefs.  When  the 
foldiers  remain  in  garrifon,  they  are  generally  not 
permitted  to  marry  ;  but  when  they  are,  there 
is  an  extraordinary  allowance  for  their  wives  and 
children. 

Some  confiderable  improvements  have  been 
made  of  late  in  the  ruffian  army  ;  and  the  wars 
and  revolutions  of  the  pre.fent  times,  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  philosophers,  are  to  improve  the 
whole  human  race,  have  certainly  tended  in  RulV 

fia, 
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lia,  as  in  other  countries,  to  ameliorate  the  hard 
condition  of  the  private  foldiers. 


NAVY. 


The  fleet  of  the  Baltic  was  eftablifhed  by 
Peter  I.  at  St.  Petersburg,  at  Cronftadt,  and  at 
Reval. 

In  1793,  this  fleet  was  compofed  of  thirty-four 
fhips  of  the  line  *  and  twelve  frigates. 

In  1794,  admiral  Pavlifhen  brought  from 
Archangel  to  Cronftadt  -f-,  iix  lliips  of  the  line 
and  four  frigates :  in  all,  forty  fhips  of  the  line 
and  fixteen  frigates. 

Befides  thefe  there  were  feveral  bomb-ketches, 
2un-boats,  cutters,  and  other  fmall  veffels. 

The  galley-fleet  of  the  Baltic  confifled  of  near 
four  hundred  gallies,  which  for  the  moil  part 
mounted  guns. 


:&*»-^*<*-<$-^>*^***^ 


The   fleet   of    the    Euxine,    eftablifhed     by 
Peter  I.  was  but   of  little  confequence,  till   the 

*  There  were  in  number  forty-nine  5  but  we  fpeak  here 
only  of  fuch  as  were  fit  to  keep  the  fea. 

f  The  fhips  built  in  the  ports  of  the  Baltic  are  of  oak,  and 
thofe  which  come  from  Archangel  of  larch  timber. 

time 
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time  when  prince  Potemkin  took  poffeflion  of  the 
Krimea. 

In  1793,  there  were  at  Sevaftopol  and  Adji- 
bey  *,  under  the  orders  of  admiral  Utfchakof, 
eight  fhips  of  the  line,  of  from  66  to  74  guns, 
and  twelve  frigates  from  36  to  40  guns  -f\ 

At  Nicolayef  and  at  Adji-der^,  two  hundred 
chebeks,  gun-boats,  and  other  veffels  with  oars. 

The  fquadron  of  the  Caspian  was  eftablifhed 
by  tzar  Alexey  Michailovitch,  the  father  of 
Peter  I. 

In  1793  it  was  compofed  of  three  fmall  frigates, 
one  bomb-ketch,  and  five  corvettes. 


EXPENDITURE. 

The  fupport  of  the  army  cofts 

fomewhat  lefs  than         - 

The  fupport  of  the  navy  about 
All  the  other  ordinary  expences 

amount  to  -?  - 


Rubber 


6,000,000 
1,500,000 

3,500,000 

Total     11,000,000 


*  Adji-bey  is  a  harbour  newly  conftrufted  for  large  fhips, 
between  Otchakof  and  the  Dnieftr. 

f  Almoft  all  the  cannons  were  of  brafs. 

X  Adji-der  is  at  the  mouth  of  the  Liman  and  of  the 
Dnieftr. 

REVENUES. 
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REVENUES. 

The  revenues  of  Ruffia,  proceed- 
ing from  the  capitation,  the  tributes, 
the  produce  of  the  mines,  the 
duties  on  merchandize,  monopo- 
lies, &c.  amount  to  about 

From  Taurida  and  Caucafus 

From  Poland,  about 

From  Courland,  about 


Rubles 


32,500,000 

3,000,000 
7,000,000 
2,000,000 


Total  of  the  revenues    45,000,000 

■  !■  ■     II!       »l    111  I,   ,  „     Wmm0 

Accordingly,  a  furplus  of  revenue  remained  of 
34,000,000  of  rubles,  which  was  employed  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  tribunals,  the  various  public 
inftitutions,  in  penfions,  in  entertainments,  in 
prefents,  and  extraordinaries  of  all  kinds.  It  was 
not  fufficient  for  the  administration  of  Catha- 
rine II.  fince  ilie  frequently  railed  loans  in  Hol- 
land, Genoa,  Venice,  and  other  countries. 


TITLE    OF    THE    EMPRESS. 

Formerly  the  fovereign  was  always  ftyled, 
Great  Duke,  or  Great  Prince,  in  rufs  Velikie 
Knees.  If,  according  to  fome  of  the  ruffian  an- 
nalilts,  Novgorod  and  Kief  were  already  in  the 
ninth  century  great- dukedoms,  then  the  origin  of 

that 
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that  title  is  apparent :  yet  the  primitive  iigninca- 
tion  of  the  term  might  lead  us  to  fuppofe  that  it 
was  meant  thereby  to  diftinguiih,  the  fovereign 
from  the  other  princes,  eipeciaUy  the  reigning 
ones,  of  whom  there  were  always  feveral  in  Ruffia 
as  far  back  as  authentic  hiftory  reaches.  But  all 
the  ruffian  principalities  have  been  now,  1800, 
united  into  one  monarchy  under  one  fole  ruler  for 

as6  years- 

Ivan  Vaffihievitch  declared  himfelf  tzar  *,  as  is 
generally  affirmed,  in  the  year  1547  ;  though  this 
title  is  exprefsly  attributed  in  hiitory  to  ruffian 
fovereigns  of  a  period  far  mare  remote  ;  whether 
It  was  actually  borne  by  them,  or  whether  the  old 
unnalifts  added  it  merely  to  lignify  indifcrimi- 
nately  a  monarchical  dignity,  or  modern  hifto- 
rians  have  arbitrarily  applied  it  to  them  without 
furncient  reafon.  It  denotes,  in  the  ruffian  bible, 
a  king  ;  yet  the  ancient  ruffian  writers  make 
life  of  it  alfo  when  fpeaking  of  the  greek  em- 
perors -f. 

-  Raffia, 

*  Thus,  we  are  told  by  Lomonofof,  in  his  ancient  ruffian 
hiitory,  that  Vladimir  the  faint,  who  died  in  1015,  on  his 
marriage  with  the  greek  princefs,  took  upon  hirn  the  title  of 
tzar.  The  fame  author  fays,  in  his  abridged  chronicle,  that 
not  only  Vladimir  Vfevolodovitch  Monomachus,  who  began 
his  reign  in  11 14,  was  crowned  tzar  of  all  Ruffia ;  but  alfo 
that  Validly  Ivanovitch,  who  died  in  1535,  firft wrote  himfelf 
in  the  laft  year  of  his  reign,  tznr  and  felf-holder  of  all  Ruffia. 

f  Even  the  derivative,  tzarfivo  means  kingdom  ;  thus  in  the 

pater- 
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Ruffia,  from  the  extent  of  its  domains,  to 
which  no  kingdom  can  be  compared,  but  which 
itfelf  confifts  of  feveral  kingdoms,  had  long  me- 
rited the  name  of  an  empire.  Peter  I.  on  haying 
the -title  of  emperor  given  him  by  fome  of  kis 
chief  fubjecls,  chofe  to  affume  it  in  the  year 
1 72 1,  and    it  has  fince   been    borne   by  all  the 

paternofter  tzarftvoe  tvoe,  thy  kingdom ;  but  alio  10 .general 
it  Signifies  empire  ;  it  is  even  ufed  for  the  kingdoms  of  nature. 
At  prefent  in  rufs  a  king  is  korsl,  and  thence  korole-vftvo  a  kin 
dorn.  —  Moreover,  it  is  only  the  Ruffians,  and  not  the  other 
: ■ivoninn  nations,  who  by  tzar  denote  a  fovereigri;  And  this 
brings  on  the  quellion,  whence  the  word  is  derived  ?  It  is  fcarcely 
imaginable  that  it  has  been  formed  by  a  11  abbreviation  Of  Oaefar 
add  Tzeiar ;  for  throughout  the  new  teliament,  where  the  word 
o'.  curs  it  was  rendered  by  kefar,  perhaps  from  the  greek  bible, 
which  came  into  Ruffia  with  the  chriftian  religion  ;  this  was  af- 
terwards changed  into  tzefar,  and  that  again  has  been  altered 
into  imperator.  Let  us  hazard  a  conjecture  here  :  In  the  old 
ruffian  year-books  mention  is  frequently  made  of  ta.rtarian  and 
iiberian  tzars   and  tzurevitd.  rs'    ions)  ;    thus,  among 

immbcrlets  other  affiances,  we  find,  the  tzar  of  the  golden 
horde,  the  tzar  of  the  Krim,  the  tzar  of  Kazan.  This  t: 
has  not  been  negligently  in.:  duced  and  appropriated  by  the 
ruiiian  hiftorians  :  for  the  fovereigns  of  Ruffia  have  borne  it 
fince  the  conqueft  of  thofe  kingdoms,  to  this  very  day,  as  it 
iLands  in  the  imperial  tide  :  "tzarina  of  Ea~an,  tzarina  of 
"  Siberia,  Sec."  We  may  therefore  fuppofe,  with  the' higheff 
probability,  that  the  ruffian  nation,  on  rinding  thefe  tears 
among  the  neighbouring  people,  borrowed  the  tide  from  them, 
and  adopted  it  into  the  ruffian  language,  to  which  it  is  entirely 
foreign. 

ruffian; 
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ruffian  fovereigns ;  being  called  in  the  ruffian 
tongue,  if  an  emperor,  Imperator  *,  and  Impera- 
tritza  if  an  emprefs.  Two  foreign  courts  at  firft 
had  fome  fcruples  in  acknowledging  this  title  -j~, 
but  they  were  foon  removed :  all  potentates  give 
the  imperial  title  to  the  fovereigns  of  Ruffia. 

The  ufual  abbreviated  title  in  ukafes,  in  de- 
crees, orders,  petitions,  Sec.  is  imperator  and  au- 
tocratorj,  or  imperatritza  and  autocratrix,  of 
all  Ruffia  or  of  all  the  Ruffias.  The  expreffion 
autocrator  implies  the  fovereign  and  unlimited  au- 
thority ;  and  the  addition,  of  all  Ruffia,  or  of  all 

*  In  like  manner  in  Ruffia  the  emperor  of  Germany  is 
ftyled  Imperator ;  but  the  king  of  the  Romans  is  called 
Rimiky  tzar. 

f  The  french  court  would  not  at  firft  acknowledge  the 
ruffian  monarch  direcfly  for  emperor,  but  only  for  "  ruffian 
"  emperor."  A  very  curious  diftinclion.  The  german  emperor 
is  ftill  emperor,  and  lb  is  Ihe  ruffian. 

+  In  rufs  it  is  uniformly  famoderjetz  v/erojjyijkie,  or,  when 
fpoken  of  an  emprefs,  famoderjit%a  vferoffylfhaia.  The  addi- 
tion, as  properly  an  adjective,  is  not  completely  rendered  by 
either  of  the  expreffions  above,  of  all  Ruffia,  ox  of  all  the 
Ruffias ;  the  euglifh,  any  more  than  the  german,  having  no 
fuitable  term  for  it.  Every  attempt  at  a  more  exac\  tranflation 
would  have  either  idiom,  or  gender,  or  fyntax  againft  it,  and 
at  h'ft  would  look  like  trifling.  —  Samoderjetz  is  compounded 
of  fam,  felf,  and  dcrjetz.  if  the  latter  come  from  derjii,  I 
keep,  or  hold,  then  famodtrjetz  is  a.  felf -holder  :  and  fo  it  is" 
translated  in  the  ukafes  that  are  iffued  in  the  german  tongue 
by  the  fenate,  felbjlbah??. 

the 
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the  Ruffias  *,  relates  to  the  junction  of  all  the 
formerly  diftincl;  principalities  into  a  monarchy, 
under  one  fole  ruler. 

When  written  at  length  the  title  is  thus :  By 
the  grace  of  God,  Catharine  II.  -f~  emprefs  and 
autocratrix  of  all  the  Ruffias,  of  Mofco,  Kief, 
Vladimir,  Novgorod,  tzarina  of  Kazan,  tzarina 
of  Astrakhan,  tzarina  of  Siberia,  tzarina  of  the 
Tauridan  Cherfonnefe,  lady  of  Pilcove,  and  grand 
duchefs  of  Smolenlk,  princefs  of  Efthonia,  Livo- 
nia, Karelia  J,  Tver,  Yugoria^,  Permia,  Viatka, 
Bulgaria,  and  other  countries :  lady  and  grand 
duchefs  of  Novgorod  of  the  low  country  ||,  of 
Tfchernigof,  Riazane,  Polotflc,  Roftof,  Yaroflavl, 

*  Whoever  fhould  imagine  that  by  this  term  is,  implied 
the  feveral  divisions  of  Ruflia  at  prefent  exifting,  namely, 
Great  Ruffia,  Little  Ruffia,  Red  Ruflia,  White  Ruflia,  would 
have  the  teftimony  of  hiftoiy  againft  him.  For,  long  ere 
Little  Ruffia,  for  example,  was  fubjecf  ed  to  the  ruffian  mo- 
narchs,  they  bore  the  title  of  fell-holder  of  all  the  Ruffias. 

f  The  fovereigns  of  Ruflia  never  put  their  name  before  that 
cf  the  Almighty  Monarch  of  the  Univerfe. 

X  By  Karelia  is  meant  the  prefent  government  of  Vyburg, 
generally  called  Finland. 

§  This  is  a  part  of  the  government  of  Archangel,  namely 
the  diftrict  of  Puftozero,  about  the  mouth  of  the  Petfchora. 
Yugoria  is  an  obfolete  name,  of  which  fome  few  appear  in  the 
imperial  title,  which  have  been  retained  from  very  remote 
periods :  commonly  they  denote  but  lmall  tracts  of  country. 

|J  Meaning  Nifhney-Novgorod :  fy.iflwey  in  rufs  fignifies  low, 

Bieio- 
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Bielofero,  Udoria*,  Obdoriaf-,  Kondia  $,  Vi- 
tepfk,  Mftiflavl,  fovereign  of  the  whole  northern 
region,  and  lady  of  the  country  of  Iveria  §  ;  of 
the  kartalinian  and  grufinian  tzars  ||,  and  of  the 
kabardinian  country,  of  the  Tfcherkaffians,  and 
of  the  mountain-princes,  and  of  others  hereditary 
lady  and  fovereign. 

*  Likewife  an  obfokte  name,  which  formerly  denoted  the 
region  about  the  river  Mefen,  especially  towards  its  mouth. 

f  By  this  obfolete  name,  originating  from  the  river  Oby,  is 
meant  the  region  adjacent  to  Bereibf,  in  the  government  of 
Tobolfk.  Tzar  Vaffilly  Ivanovitch  was  the  firft  who  put 
Obdoria  into  his  title. 

X  In  the  ukafes  publiilied  on  the  acceffion  to  the  govern- 
ment, beginning  with  the  imperial  title,  e.g.  of  the  year  1762; 
and  in  other  public  acts  which  contain  it,  we  find  Condinia  • 
and  16  fays  Bufching.     But  in  tlie  two  letters  of  grace  before 
mentioned,  of  the  year  1785,  it  is  exprefsly  written  Kondia, 
and  therefore  that  name  is   retained  above:    moreover,  as  it- 
denotes  the  region  circumjacent  to  the  river  Konda,  where  it 
falls  into  the  Irtifh,  it  may  properly  be  fo  called.     It  is  found 
in  the  imperial  title  ever  fince  the  reign  o.^  Vaflilly  Ivanovitch. 
§  rerfons  of  extenfive  information,  of  whom  we  inquired, 
were  unable  to  peint  out  the  fituation  of  this  place  :  perhaps 
we  fhould  look  for  it  in  the  diftricl:  of  Valdai,  where  the  fa- 
mous old  Iverian  monafiery  is  ftill  Handing. 

j|  That  is,  the  georgian  tzars.  We  have  feerr,  in  the  fore- 
going hiftory,  that  the  tzar  of  Kartalinia,  in  the  year  1783, 
fubmi-tted  himfelf,  his  fucteflbrs,  and  all  his  dominions,  fo- 
lemnly  and  publicly,  to  the  ruffian  fovereignty  :  but  thefe 
countries  long  before  appeared  in  the  imperial  title,  as  the 
former  tzars  of  them  had  put  themfelves  under  the  ruffian 
protection. 

In 
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In  the  letter  of  grace,  granted  by  the  emprefs  to 
all  the  nobility,  fhe  adds  the  following  illuftra- 
tion  :  "  It  is  known  to  all  nations,  that  this  title 
* l  of  our  fole  fovereignty  is  not  that  of  an  ima- 
"  ginary  empire  not  in  fubjection  to  us ;  nor  does 
"  it  contain  foreign  principalities,  provinces, 
"towns,  and  countries,  but  exprefTes  our  wide- 
"  extended  and  numerous  pofTeffions  by  the  fhort- 
"  eft  denominations*. 

It  may  further  be  remarked,  that  in  {he  earlier 
ukafes  and  manifeftos,  it  always  ran  :  "By  the 
"  grace  of  God,  we  Catharine  II.  &c."  but  in.  the 
two  letters  of  grace  it  is:  '•'  By  God's  affifting 
4  c  grace,  we  Catharine  II.  &c."  —  Majefty  is 
expreffed  in  rufs  by  velitfchejlvo,  which  indeed 
fignifies  fovereignty,  but  originally  imports  great- 
nefs,  as  derived  from  veliki,  great. 

*  Many  countries  and  provinces,  fubje6t  to  the  ruffian 
fovereignty,  indeed  do  not  appear  by  name  in  the  imperial 
title  :  for  example,  the  country  of  the  Kirghifes,  and  the 
Ti'chuktfchis  lately  brought  into  fubjection  to  it,  without 
mentioning  the  iflands  in  the  Eaftern-ocean,  which  never  be- 
longed to  Siberia. 
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CHAP.    XVII. 


State  of  literature,  arts,  and  fcienees  at  St.  Pet  erf- 
burg,  during  the  reign  of  Catharine  II, 

IT  would  be  next  to  impoffible  to  give  a  com- 
plete view  of  all  the  |new  and  remarkable  pro- 
ductions in  the  republic  of  ruffian  literature,  as 
critical  journals,  literary  advertifements,  and  even 
copious  book -catalogues  are  here  extremely  rare. 
There  is  no  other  way  of  acquiring  any  informa- 
tion of  this  nature,  than  by  inquiring  at  the  dif- 
ferent book-fhops  after  recent  publications,  and 
therefore  it  is  late  before  even  important  and  in- 
terefting  works  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
public.  However,  by  the  affiftance  and  commu- 
nications of  feveral  literary  acquaintance,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  refult  of  our  own  inquiries,  we  can 
venture  to  prefent  the  reader  with  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  productions  of  the  ruffian  authors  during 
the  reign  of  Catharine  II.  Defective  and  dry  as 
fuch  an  account  mull:  be  for  want  of  room  for 
critical  and  analytical  difquifitions  on  the  feveraf 
authors,  and  the  fubje<5ls  of  their  publications,  yet 
it  will  be  found  not  entirely  deficient  in  refults  that 

may 
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may  enable  us  to  form  a  judgment  on  the  ftate  of 
national  literature. 

Deceived  by  the  obfcurity  that  overfpreads  the 
hiftory  of  the  middle  ages,  we  are  aj3t_to_fee_iji_.tIieJ 
Ruffians  of  that  period  only  a  warlike,  but  rude 
and  uncivilized  people,  entirely  ftrangers  to  arts 
and  fciences.  The  traces  of  a  fuperior  cultivation 
which  appear  in  the  annalifts  *,  and  which  the 
induftry  of  modern  hiftorians  have  drawn  forth 
to  light,  are  fufficient  refutations  of  this  inveterate 
prejudice,  and  eftablifn  the  probability,  that  pre- 
vious to  the  well  known  fubjugation  by  the  Tar- 
tars, there  was  a  period  when  the  ruffian  nation 
merited  the  appellation  of  a  civilized  people.  The 
knowledge  and  the  ufe  of  the  cyrillifh  characters, 
and  the  fclavonian  translation  of  the  bible  in  the 
ninth  century ;  the  fchools  which  afterwards  the 
grand  duke  Vladimir  founded  ;  the  inclination  of 
that  prince  to  the  fine  arts ;  the  poetical  para- 
ph rale  of  the  pfalms,  which  about  that  time  began 
to*  be  fung  in  the  churches ;  the  code  of  civil  law 
which  Yaroflaf  Vladimirovitch  gave  to  the  Novo- 
gradians  about  the  year  1019  ;  the  fplendor  of  his 
court,  which  even  foreign  contemporary  hiftorians 
mention  with  aftoniihment ;  laftly,  the  monu- 
ments of  painting,  an  art  which  revived  in  Ruffia 

*  For  a  more  particular  account  of  Neftor  and  the  other 
annalifts,  fee  profelfor  Schluitzer's  pieces  in  the  felettions  from 
foreign  journals,  publifhed  by  Debrett,  vol.  ii.  p.  293. 
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earlier  by  a  whole  century  than  in  Italy :  all  thefe, 
and  numberlefs  other  evidences  of  a  confiderable 
degree  of  culture,  leave  no  room  to  doubt  that 
the  Ruffians  of  thofe  times  had  attained  to  a  pitch 
of  improvement,  which  the  other  nations  of  Eu- 
rope did  not  reach  till  a  much  later  sera.  Under 
the  domination  of  the  Tartars,  this  fair  dawn  of  a 
glorious  day  was  entirely  clouded  5  and,  during 
that  difmal  epocha,  the  diftanced  nations  of  our 
quarter  of  the  globe  fo  far  outftripped  the  Ruf- 
fians, that  to  this  moment,  notwithstanding  the 
great  exertions  they  have  made,  they  have  not 
been  able  to  recover  their  ground.  Rouzed  by  the 
fentiment  of  their  oppreffion  to  an  unintermitted 
refinance,  the  difpofition  to  the  arts  of  peace,  for 
which  they  had  been  fo  honourably  diftinguifhed, 
was  loft  in  that  martial  fury  which  rendered  their 
name  fo  formidable  in  later  ages  :  till  at  length  it 
required  the  fucceflive  exertions  of  two  great 
princes  to  revive  the  dormant  faculties,  and  to 
connect  the  name  of  a  brave  and  fpirited,  with  the 
more  amiable  epithet  of  a  humane  and  enlightened 
nation. 

With  the  reign  of  Peter  the  Great,  began  a  new 
epocha  in  the  civilization  of  Ruffia.  A  new  and 
vaft  territory  was  conquered  for  the  fciences ; 
ufeful  branches  of  knowledge,  like  exotic  plants, 
were  tranfplanted  and  throve  in  this  foil ;  the  na- 
tional genius  expanded  itfelf  under  the  genial 
breath  of  a  more  mild  and  profperous  age  :  the 

language 
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language  was  depurated,  enriched,  and  formed; 
authors  of  talents  appeared  and  produced  works 
which  excited  the  enthufiafm  of  the  nation,  and 
the  efteem  of  foreigners.  A  fhort  flumber  fuc- 
ceeded  to  tliis  fhining  period,  apparently  not  fo 
much  the  effect  of  a  premature  effort,  as  of 
the  neglect  under  which  the  capacities  of  the 
country  languiihed. 

Catharine  the  fecond  arofe,  and  diffufed  around 
her  a  renovated  and  increafed  animation.  En- 
couraged by  the  example  of  this  great  monarch, 
who  held  it  not  beneath  her  dignity  to  carry  the 
torch  before  the  national  genius,  it  once  more 
ventured,  with  ftill  jbolder  efforts,  to  engage  in 
the  nobleft  ftrife  of  mortals,  the  contention  for 
excellence  in  intellectual  and  moral  improvement. 
The  progrefs  She  made  in  emulating  her  more 
cultivated  neighbours,  is  worthy  the  attention  of 
the  reft  of  Europe.  A  philofophical  Sketch  of* 
ruffian  literature  previous  to  the  days  of  Peter  the 
Great,  as  it  was  through  his  means,  and  as  it  now 
is,  muft  be  an  interesting  fragment  for  the  hiftofy 
of  mankind.  —  All  that  we  can" "here  pretend  to 
communicate  are  Single  Strokes,  which,  however 
complete  they  may  be  in  themfelves,  without 
combination  with  the  whole  muft  ever  afford 
only  partial  conclusions,  and  can  lead  to  no  cer- 
tain judgment. 

Theology,    or  what    fometimes    bears   that 
name,  was  no  where  entirely  neglected  in  the  bar- 
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barous  times  of  the  middle  ages  ;  and,  on  the  revi- 
val of  the  faiences,  was  one  of  the  firft  departments 
in   which   ingenious   men  endeavoured  to  excel. 
Accordingly  in  Ruffia  this  field  did  not  lie  totally 
uncultivated,  as  is  proved  by  the  contents  of  the 
monaftic  libraries  :  but  it  was  referved  for  the  age 
of  Catharine  to  give  birth  to  a  plainer  fyftem  and 
a  popular  chriftiah  morality  *.     Who  can  be  ig- 
norant of  the  name  and  the  merit  of  the  venerable 
Plato  ?  His  compendium  of  chriftian  theology,  trans- 
lated into  feveral  languages,  has  gained  him,  even 
anion ?  the  members  of  foreign  communions,  the 
reputation  of  an  enlightened  divine  and  a  ufeful 
author.     It  is  well  known  that  in  the  fervice  of  the 
greek  church,  pulpit  difcourfes  were  rarely  held  ; 
the  late  emprefs,  who  clearly  perceived  their  uti- 
lity, and  knew  the  effecT:  which  the  public  de- 
livery of  leiTons  of  a  fuperior  morality,  fubftan- 
tiated  by  the  example  of  the  pivine  Author  of  our 
religion,  muft  have  upon  the  hearts  of  men,  gave 
great  encouragement  to  facred  eloquence  with  the 
utmoft  energy  and  the  happieft  effecls.     Among 
the  prelates  who  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  their 

*  Theqphan  Prokopoyitch  was  the  iirit  ruffian  divine  who 
reduced  the  dogma,  and  the  characterise  doctrines  of  his 
church,  to  a  confident  fyftem.  His  principal  work  is  com- 
p.ofed  in  latin,  under  the  title  of  Cbrifiiana  orthodoxa  therhgia. 
jiis  fpiritual  difcourfes,  which  are  deemed  clailical  perform- 
ances, are  fometimes  read  in  the  churches  during  divine  fer- 
vice.    He  died  archbifhop  of  Novgorod  in  the  year  1793. 

homiletical 
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homiletical  talents  and  as  authors,  are  principally 
to  be  noticed,  Gabriel  metropolitan  of  Novgorod 
and  St.  Peterfburg,  Innocentius  archbifhop  of 
Plcove  and  Riga,  and  Irenseus  bifhop  of  Kafchj.n 
and  Tver.  The  fermons  of  thefe  worthy  divines 
are  profitable,  not  alone  to  the  reading  clafs  of 
the  nation,  but  as  they  are  delivered  occasionally 
in  the  churches  by  imperial  command. — Her  Ma- 
jefty's  inftitutions  for  inftruction  in  the  element? 
of  religion,  and  for  diffeminating  among  the  com- 
mon people  a  rational  perfuafion,  inftead  of  a 
blind  artachment  to  outward  ceremonies,  are  uni- 
verfally  known  and  approved. 

Law  has  been  hitherto  the  pooreft  department 
of  ruffian  literature.  Excepting  the  lectures  which 
are  given  at  the  univerfity  of  Mofco,  there  is  no 
public  tuition  in  this  fcience  ;  a  tolerable  know- 
ledge of  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  a  moderate 
fhare  of  natural  or  acquired  logic,  are  fufficient 
for  forming  a  tolerable  practitioner.     The  whole 
produce  therefore  of  this  field  of  literature  is  con- 
fined to  feveral  collections,  which  have  been  made 
from  the  old  law-books,  and  of  the  ukafes  of  Peter 
the  Great  and  his  fucceflbrs.     The  asra  which  Ca- 
tharine's legiflation  forms  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
ruffian   constitution,  will  probably  be  favourable 
to  the  advancement  of  this  ftudy,  as  in  the  new 
inftitutions  for  the  adminiftration  of  jultice,  and 
in  all  the  ordinances  relating  to  it,  a  more  con- 
fident plan  prevails,  which  renders  the  fcientific 
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culture  of  this  fyftem,  and  the  reductions  of  it  fa 
general  principles,  not  only  practicable,  but  even 
in  fome  degree  necelTary  *.  A  Angularly  remark- 
able phenomenon  in  this  department  muft  not  be 
here  unnoticed  :  the  ruffian  tranllation  of  Black- 
Jl one's  commentaries  on  the  laws  of  England,  which, 
was  fome  years  iince  brought  out  by  imperial 
command. 

Even  medicine  was  but  lately  in  fo  uncul- 
tivated a  ftate,  that  in  the  year  1770  perhaps  there 
were  not  three  books  on  medical  fubjecls.  The 
progrefs  of  ruffian  literature  in  this  department  is 
the  more  remarkable,  as  a  great  part  of  the  trea- 
tifes  and  works  relating  to  it  were  compofed  in  the 
latin  tongue,  and  therefore  cannot  here  be  quoted. 
Among  the  phyficians  who  have  deferved  well  of 
their  country  in  this  art,  the  following  have  come 
to  our  knowledge:  Ambodik,  privy-counfellor 
and  profeflbr  of  midwifery,  who  has  eminently 
contributed  to  the  enriching  of  ruffian  medical 
literature.  He  is  the  author  of  a  plain  and  practi- 
cal Manual  of  the  art  of  midwifery ;,  a  P/syfiology,  a 
Materia  medica,  and  an  Anatomical  phyfpJcgkal  dic- 
tionary, in  rufs,  latin,  and  french.  An  enlarged 
and  reformed  tranilation  of  Sauceratte's  celebrated 
Examen,  under  the  title  of,  A  brief  examination  of 
inveterate  prejudices  and  netiens  concerning  pregnant 

*  &fyfte™  <f  ruffian'  Ugiflatim  appeared  about  fix  or  feven 
years  ago  at  Mcfcoo 

voomen% 
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women,  lying-in-women,  and  new-born  children ;  a 
book  that  has  already  gone  through  feveral  edi- 
tions, is  alfo  from  his  pen.  He  is  likewife  the 
tranflator  of  Schreiber's  guide  to  the  knowledge  and 
cure  of  outward  and  inward  difeafes,  and  of  Home's 
Frincipia  medicinal.  Tiffot's  writings :  Avis  au 
peuple,  and  of  the  diforders  incident  to  the  learned, 
are  alfo  tranflated  into  the  rufs ;  the  former  by  the 
academician  Ozeretzkofsky,  and  the  latter  by  Dr. 
Schumlianfky  ;  who  is  likewife  the  author  of  a 
treatife  on  the  Perfeclion  of  the  moft  ufefp'i  fcience  *. 
Various  fmall  medical  pieces  of  M.  Tichorfky  can 
only  be  generally  mentioned  here,  as  we  have  no 
diftincT:  and  accurate  knowledge  of  them.  The 
ravages  made  feveral  years  ago  by  the  plague  in 
fqme  diffcricts  of  the  ruffian  empire  occasioned  a 
multitude  of  writings  on  this  dreadful  fcourge  of 
the  human  race,  whereof  feveral  are  become 
honourably  known  abroad  ~{~ ;  on  this  occasion  too 
Dr.  Richard  Mead's  differtation  on  the  plague  was 
tranflated  into  rufs.  Von  Swieten's  defcription  of 
campfuknefles  has  found  a  tranflator  in  Dr.  Terek- 
hofsky :  and  baron  Dimfdale's  Method  of  inoculating 
the  fmall-pox,  in  an  anonymous  admirer.  —  With 
the  fame  laudable  zeal  as  the  foregoing  ruffian 
phyficians,  feveral  Germans,  who  were  furaciently 
mailers  of  the  language,  bellowed   their  talents 

*  Medicine. 

-j-  For  example,  Dr.  Samoilovitch's  differtation  on  the  plag-ue, 
'     of  which  a  gerrnan  tranflation  has  appeared. 

and 
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and  induftry  in  adding  to  the  riches  of  this  de- 
partment. Dr.  Bacheracht  published  a  popular 
book  on  feveral  difeafes  ;  another  on  intemperance 
in  fenfual  enjoyments  ;  a  propofal  for  preferring 
the  health  of  feamen  ;  a  treatife  on  the  fcurvy; 
and  fome  others.  M.  Vien,  fecretary  of  the  col- 
lege of  medicine,  publifhed  a  very  complete  Loi- 
mo'ogy.  The  privy-counfellor  Peken  is  the  author 
of  a  Phifoology  and  Pyreibology^  for  ufe  at  lectures ; 
and  the  tranilator  of  Richter's  Elements  of 'forgery. 
Spedikati  wrote  a  controversial  piece  on  the  fcurvy 
again  ft  Bacheracht.  A  tranilation  of  Gaubii  In- 
jlitutiones  pathologia  median,  was  publifhed  by  pro- 
feffor  Hoffmann.  An  entirely  new  appearance, 
the  ftrft  of  its  kind,  is  a  medical  weekly  publica- 
tion in  rufs,  conducted  by  two  phyficians  of  St. 
Peterfburg,  Dr.  Uhden  and  Dr.  Ellifen, 

Whatever  pleafure  we  feel  in  contemplating  this 
rapid  progrefs  of  medical  literature,  we  can  find 
none  in  the  furvey  of  philosophical,  which, 
beiides  an  elementary  book  of  natural  law  by  So- 
lotnitzky,  has  no  original  work,  and,  beiides  the 
translations  of  detached  articles  of  the  french  En- 
cyclopedic, has  no  veriion  to  produce,  if  we  ex- 
cept the  petty  brochures  which  may  be  claiTed  in 
the.difrrict  of  morals  *.     The  field  of  political 

czco- 

*  It  muft  be  remembered  that  we  fpeak  only  of  Peterfburg. 
Jtfofco  has  in  this,  as  well  as  in  many  other  departments  of 
literature,  produced  good  original  works  and  tranflations.    A 
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ceconomy  is  not  altogether  fo  barren  ;  though 
the  whole  produce  of  it  confiffo  in  tranflations. 
The  moil  important  of  them  is  undoubtedly  Mon- 
tefquieu's  Efprit  des  loix  by  Kramarenkof.  The 
fame  author's  tract  Sur  les  caufes  de  la  grandeur  et 
de  la  decadence  de  l'e?npire  romain  ;  St.  Pierre's  phi- 
lofophical  dream  of  an  everlafting  peace ;  Calliere's 
work  De  la  maniere  de  negocier  avec  les  Jouverains ; 
£tc.  have  likewife  found  tranflators.  Jufti's  Foun- 
dation of  the  authority  of  governments  is  put  into 
rufs  by  the  affefTor  Bogajefsky,  and  that  well- 
known  bopk,  Les  intents  des  nations  del' Europe  re- 
lath-ement  au  commerce^  by  Bafchilof.  We  fhall 
only  mention  farther  the  tranflation  of  Necker's 
book  De  Vadminijlration  des  finances  de  la  France  ; 
and  the  adaptation  of  Bechmann's  Fore/l-calendar 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  ruffian  empire,  as  thefe 
publications  are  the  moft  important  of  their  fpe- 
cies.  On  rural  ceconomy  a  great  number  of 
particular  tracts  have  appeared,  indebted  moftly 
for  their  exiftence  to  the  ceconomical  fociety. 
The  collection  already  published  by  the  fociety 
form  a  considerable  agricultural  library,  amount- 
ing now  to  upwards  of  forty  volumes. 


periodical  publication,  the  Mofco  journal,  fet  up  not  long 
fince,  is  endeavouring  to  fupply  this  defect.  One  object  of 
this  magazine  feems  to.be  to  call  the  attention  of  the  public 
to  the  great  revolution,  which  Kant  has  brought  about  in 
philofophy. 

In 
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In  physics    and  natural  history,  which 
ten   or  fifteen   years    ago   could   fcarcely  fhew  a 
iingle  book,  and  for  which  a  new  language  was  to 
be  framed,  much  has  lately  been  produced.    The 
original   investigations   with   which  the  academi- 
cians Lepekhin,  Ozeretzkofsky,    Sokolof,    Suyef, 
he.  have   enriched   thefe  fciences,  are  known,  to 
the  learned  abroad  through  the  works  of  the  aca- 
demy.    The  french  tract  of  count  Gregory  Ra- 
zumofsky  on  mineralogy,  and   various  papers   of 
the  fame  author  inferted  in  the  acts  of  the  helvetic 
fociety,  are  a  proof  how  much  the   ftudy  of  na- 
ture  is  prized   and   profecuted   even  among  the 
great.     But  frill  greater  notice  is  due  to  the  at- 
tempts to  extend  the  culture  of  phyiics  and  natu- 
ral hiftoryjn  the  national  tongue.     Among  the 
greater!  and  moil   brilliant  undertakings  of  this 
kind   muft  be   reckoned   the  complete,  as  far  as 
poffible,  Flora  Roffica^  or  botanical  and  neconomi- 
cal  defcription    of  all   the  plants  growing  wild  in 
Raffia,  with   plates  drawn  and  coloured  from  na- 
ture, by  the  academician  Pallas,  at  the  command 
of  the  emprefs.     To  fay  any  thing  of  the  execuv 
tlon  of  this  work  would    be  fuperfiuous,  as  the 
public  of  all  Europe  is  in  pofTeilion   of  fpecimens 
of  it,  and  withal   as  fomething  extraordinary  was 
to  be  expected  from  the  plan  of  fuch  a  princefs  as 
Catharine  the  Second,  from  the   means   afforded 
by  fuch  a  country  as  Ruffia,  and  from  the  abili- 
ties of  fuch  a  man   as  Pallas.     The   engravings 

amount 
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amount  to  upwards  of  fix  hundred.  The  magni- 
ficence with  which  this  work  appears  is  worthy  of 
fuch  an  undertaking  :  it  is  printed  at  the  imperial 
expence,  and  is,  in  all  reipects,  a  noble  prefent 
to  the  fciences  and  the  country,  as  the  copies  are 
only  diftributed  gratis.  —  Among  the  original 
works,  belonging  to  the  department  of  natural 
hiftory,  Suyef  *s  elements  of  this  fcience,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  higher  fchools,  and  Lepekhin's  tract  on 
the  neceflity  of  examining  into  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  the  indigenous  plants,  deferve  to  be 
mentioned  on  account  of  the  utility  of  their  de- 
fign.  The  tranflations,  made  with  a  view  to  faci- 
litate the  ftudy  of  natural  knowledge,  may  be  dif- 
pofed  in  the  following  order :  Locke's  Elements 
of  phyfics  ;  anonymous  :  Euler's  Letters  to  a  ger- 
man  princefs,  by  the  academician  Rumofsky : 
Krafft's  Plan  of  a  courfe  of  phyfical  experiments, 
from  the  french  manufcript  of  Schirokoy  :  Mac- 
quer's  Elements  of  theoretical  and  practical  che- 
miftry,  by  Florinfky  :  Erxleben's  chemiftry,  by 
Sokolof:  Lefke's  natural  hiftory,  by  Ozeretz- 
kofsky :  Cronftedt's  mineralogy,  after  Brunniclfii 
edition,  by  Kurduman  :  Valch's  lapiclarium,  and 
Lehmann's  mineralogy,  by  Nartof :  Kirwan's  mi- 
neralogy and  Renovantz  mineralogical  defcription 
of  the  mines  of  the  Altay  mountains,  by  the  acade- 
mician Severgin  :  Canerin's  elements  of  mine  and 


ialt-  works,-  See. 
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The  attempts  of  the  natives  in  the  mathema- 
tical fciences  are  not  merely  confined  to  the  ? 
papers  which  ^the  academicians  Kotelnikof,  Ru- 
mofsky,  Inokhodzof,  &e.  have  publimed  in  the 
Acta  Petropolitana.  An  effay  by  the  former  on 
the  doctrine  of  equipoize  and  the  motion  of  bo- 
dies ;  Siretufchkin's  plan  for  the  improvement 
of  land-furveying  ;  the  elementary  books  of  ma- 
thematics by  Kofelsky,  Anitfchkof,  and  Rumof- 
fky ;  a  manual  for  voyages  by  fea,  &c.  are  among 
the  later  original  performances.  Among  the  tranf- 
lations  we  are  to  diftinguifh  thofe  of  Wolff's 
compend.  elem.  Mathefeos,  Euler's  theory  of  the 
Gonitruction,  &c.  of  fhips  by  Golovin,  and  Veid- 
ler's  guide  to  the  knowledge  of  mines.  A  transla- 
tion of  the  algebra  of  the  academician  Fufs  has 
lately  appeared. 

We  pais  by  the  department  of  the  military 
art,  which  has  been  latterly  enriched  by  feveral 
original  works  and  tranflations,  in  order  to  make 
the  reader  acquainted  with  the  moft  remarkable 
productions  in  history,  which  the  imperial  refi- 
dence  produced  towards  the  clofe  of  the  late  reign. 
On  no  field  of  literature  has  fo  much  labour  been 
beftowed,  and  none  has  fuch  excellent  fruits  to 
fhew.  By  the  example  and  encouragement  of  the 
emprefs  great  pains  have  been  taken  to  difpel  the 
obfcurity  in  which  the  early  accounts  of  the  coun- 
try were  involved.  In  1779  Catharine  gave  or- 
ders to  the  college  of  foreign  affairs  to  employ 
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perfons,    for   the  benefit  of  ruffian   hiftory,    in 
making  a  collection  of  public  treaties,  antient  and 
modern,  after  the  model  of  the  Corps  diplomatique 
of  Dumont,  under  the  direction,  of  the  celebrated 
profeffor  Muller  of  Mofco,  keeper  of  the  archives 
of  that  college.     She  afterwards  iifued  a  command 
to  the  fynod  to  make  diligent  fearch  for  old  ruf- 
fian manufcripts  in   the  two  libraries  belonging  to 
that  facred  body ;  and  then,  under  the  care  and 
infpection  of  perfons  competent  to  the  undertak- 
ing, to-  caufe,  ilrft,  the  molt  antient  and  moll 
difficult  to  be  underftood,  and  afterwards  the  reft 
to  be   faithfully   transcribed  and   printed.     This 
order  was  prefently  after  followed  by  another,  to 
ranfack  the  libraries  of  all  the  monafteries  through- 
out the   empire   for  chronicles  and  other  manu-  • 
fcripts  relative  to  the  country.    Thefe  commands, 
the  fatisfaction  which   the  perfons   employed  ex- 
perienced in  the  perufal  of  thefc  manufcripts,  and 
the  rewards  with  which  feveral  of  them  were  fur- 
ther encouraged,  foon  had  the  wifhed-for  effects ; 
effects  of  fuch  importance  to  the  elucidation  of 
ruffian   hiftory,  that  a  great  number  of  curious 
writings,  for  the  molt  part  entirely  unknown   be- 
fore^ and  the  reft  extremely  rare,  were  laid  before 
the  public.     The  following,  which  have  come  to 
our  knowledge,  we  can  mention  by  name  : 

The  Book  of  the  tzars,  or  annals  of  the  reign  of 
tzar  Ivan  Vaffillievitch,  from  September  1533  to 
iVhrch  1553.     From  a  MS  written  on  loore  meets 

in 


4X6  fclFE    OP    THE 

in  the  patriarchal  library  of  Mofco,  publifhed 
by  prince  Schtfcherbatof.  The  reft,  raoft  proba- 
bly, had  been  confumed  for  wafte  paper. 

Journal  of  Peter  the  Great,  from  the  year  1698 
to  the  peace  of  Nyftadt  (October,  1721)  printed 
from  that  in  the  imperial  cabinet,  written  with 
the  emperor's  own  hand.  The  editor  is  prince 
Schtfcherbatof,  who  had  permiffion  fjom  the  em- 
prefs  to  examine  the  archives  there  of  Peter  the 
Great,  and  to  put  them  in  order. 

Annals  of  the  empire,  reach  from  1414  to  1472. 
The  editor  is  prince  Schtfcherbatof.  The  MS 
was  found  in  the  library  of  prince  Gallitzin. 

Tear-book  of  the  intefiine  dijlurbances  and  devaf- 
tations  of  the  mofcovite  empire,  from  1584  to  1655. 
This  was  taken  by  M.  Muller  as  his  guide  in  his 
efTay  towards  a  modern  hiftory  of  Ruffia.  The 
editor  is  unknown. 

Fidler's  panegyric  on  tzar  Borice  Godunof.  From 
the  latin  MS  by  Voronof. 

Campaign  of  the  boyar  and  commander  Schein, 
(1696)  from  a  MS  by  Ruban. 

The  old  annalijt,  from  1254  to  1379,  by  order 
of  the  emprefs,  from  a  MS  in- the  academy  of 
fciences. 

Letters  and  ukafes  of  Peter  the  Great  to  vice- 
admiral  Sinaevin.  The  originals  are  in  the  hands 
of  his  fon  admiral  Sinaevin,  who  publifhed 
them. 

Life 


EMPRESS    CATHARINE  II.  417 

Life  of  the  patriarch  Nicon.  From  feveral 
rnanufcripts. 

An  hiftorical  journal,  under  the  title  o(The  old 
ruffian  library,  by  Novikof,  containing  accounts 
ofembaffies,  curious  letters,  defcription  of  antient 
iifages,  hiftorical  and  geographical  particulars, 
works  of  the  old  ruffian  bards,  he. 

Not  content,  by  her  wife  inftitutions,  with 
having  opened  an  accefs  to  hiftorical  facts,  Catha- 
rine II.  gave  a  model,  in  her  Pieces  relating  to 
ruffian  hiftory,  well  known  throughout  Europe,  in 
what  manner  the  hiftory  of  the  country  fhould  bz 
fought  out  and  treated.  A  challenge  of  this  fort, 
from  fo  high  a  quarter,  could  not  be  long  without 
effect.  Without  reverting  to  the  times  of  Sumaro- 
kof,  of  Tatifchef,  and  Lomonofof,  the  firft  ruf- 
lian  hiftorians  who  had  the  art  of  combining  hif- 
torical criticifm  and  reprefentation  together,  we 
mall  content  ourfelves  with  barely  noticing  the 
moft  remarkable  original  productions  of  the  laft 
twenty  years.  The  moft  honourable  place  in  this 
feries  is  held  by  the  Ruffian  hiftory  of  prince 
Schtfcherbatof,  who  employed  his  indefatigable 
activity  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  becom- 
ing the  hiftorian  of  his  country.  Of  the  fuccefs 
of  his  endeavours,  the  lefs  need  here  be  faid,  as 
the  book  is  known  abroad  by  a  german  translation. 
'The  critique  on  le  C/erc's  hiftory  of  antient  and  modern 
llvffia,  by  major  general  Eoltin,  lately  deceafed, 
is  eftcemed  bv  all  tud^es  of  ruffian  literature  as  an 
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excellent  performance,  in  which  doubtful  fuels 
and  antiquated  errors  are  corrected  with  penetra- 
tion and  accuracy.  Tfchulkof's  WJlory  of  the 
Ruffian  copimerce  is  a  work  fucli  as"  few  nations 
have  to  fhew.  Supported  by  the  bounty  of  the 
emprefs,  and  furnifhed  with  all  the  fources  which 
manufcripts  and  archival  accounts  could  commu- 
nicate to  the  author,  he  has  produced  a  complete 
fyftem  of  the  former  and  prefent  Hate  of  ruffian 
commerce,  which,  both  on  account  of  its  circuit 
and  the  abundance  of  its  facts,  ftands  alone  in 
ruffian  literature.  Hhe  hiftory  of  Peter  the  Great 
has  been  treated. by  feveral  authors.  Among  the 
better  attempts,  Golikof's  hiftory  of  that  monarch 
and  The  colleclion  of  various  writings  concernmg  the 
life  and  ads  of  Peter  the  Great,  by  Tumanfky, 
muft  be  diftinguifhed.  Yelaghin,  an  author  who 
had  already  acquired  a  reputation  by  feveral  lite- 
rary productions,  was  ftill  employed  at  the  time 
of  Catharine's  deceafe,  in  compiling  a  ruffian  hif- 
tory, from  which  great  expectations  were  formed. 
iThe  hiforical  piclure  of  Ruffw.,  by  Bogdanovitch  ; 
Kuban's  chronicle  of  little  Rttfjia ;  Kreftimin's 
-people  on  the  Dv'ina  ;  Tumanfky's  [ketch  of  a  life  of 
the  grand  duke  Alexander  Nefsky,  &c.  are  among 
the  known  works  in  the  hi ftorical  department. 
A  hiftory  of  the  armenian  Empire,  by  Vaganof, 
is  deferving  a  place  here,  as  it  is  drawn  from  wri- 
ters of  that  nation,  and  may  therefore  be  regarded 
as  a  primitive  fource.     The  following  may  ferve 
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as  inftancesof  the  tranflations,  as  remarkable  either 
for  the  felection  of  authorities,  or  for  their  ac- 
knowledged value.  Hijlory  of  John  Soblejhy,  by 
Bogayefsky  :  St.  Real's  Con/piracy  of  the  Spaniards 
againfi  Venice :  Vertot's  Revolutions  of  the  reman 
republic  :  Mably's  Grecian  hijlory  :  Stritter's  Account 
of  the  byzantine  hiftorians  :  D'xllembert's  Memoirs 
and  reflexions  concerning  Chrijlina,  queen  of  Swe- 
den :  Fifhet's  Siberian  hijlory :  Muller's  Treatije  on 
the  antient  inhabitants  of  Ruffia  :  Robertfon's  Hif- 
tory  of  Charles  V :  Genealogical  hijlory  of  the  Tartars, 
by  Abulgafi  baatur  khan  :  Hijlory  of  Denmark,  by 
Mallet :  Puffendorfs  Introduction  to  the  hijlory  of  the 
principal  nations  of  Europe,  &c. 

Geography  alfo,  which  is  fo  intimately  con- 
nected with  hiftory,  made  fuch  aftonifhing  pro- 
grefs  under  the  late  reign,  that  the  ruffian  em- 
pire, which,  for  the  greater  portion  of  it,  but 
thirty  years  before,  belonged  to  the  terra  incogni- 
ta, now  forms  a  more  accurate  and  Hated  rubric  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  globe,  than  many  other 
"european  countries.  So  early  as  the  year  1765, 
the  emprefs  fet  on  foot  an  expedition  of  able  men 
for  furveying  the  country  and  the  frontiers,  who 
began  their  labours  the  following  year  in  the 
government  of  Mofco,  and  profecuted  them  with 
fo  much  diligence,  that  now  greatly  above  the 
half  of  the  inhabited  parts  of  Ruffia  is  as  exactly 
furveyed  as  the  private  poiTeffion  of  a  careful  land- 
owner can  poffibly  be.     This  wife  and  beneficial 
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undertaking,  befides  the  infinitely  great  advan- 
tage it  has  been  of  to  the  fecurity  of  property, 
and  in  eafing  the  adminiflration  of  government., 
has  alfo  been  of  fervice  to  the  improvement  of  the 
country.     About  this  time  the  emprefs  ordered 
the  academicians  to  travel,  whereby  the  phyfical, 
iratiftical,  ceconomical,  and  moral   condition   of 
this  huge  and   hitherto  unknown  country,    was 
properly  inveftigated  and  defcribed.  The  voyages 
of  difcovery  which  Catharine  appointed  for  the 
promotion  of  the  geographical  knowledge  of  the 
eaftern  and  northern  oceans ;  the  orders  and  in- 
iVruclions  Which  fhe  difpatched  to  her  governors, 
for  inquiring  into  the  flatiftical  condition  of  the 
provinces ;    the  reiterated   cenfus   of  the  people 
which  fhe  ordained  ;  the  tables  which   fhe  cauled 
to  be  made  out  and  fent  in  to  the  academy  of 
fciences,  of  the  relative  proportion  of  births  and 
deaths,  of  the    prices   of  provifions,  of  cuftoms 
and  duties,  of  imports  and  exports ;  the  publicity 
which   fhe   gave  to  the   refults   of  her   political 
regulations :  all  thefe,  and  many  other  inftitutions, 
being  lb  many  great  fervices  performed  in  behalf  of 
geography  and  itatiftics,  have  awakened  a  general 
zeal  for  thefe  fciences.     Hence  the  numerous  and 
invaluable  charts  and  maps  of  the  whole  empire. 
Among  the  literary  productions  which  owe  their 
origin  to  thefe  exertions,  the  foremoft  place  be- 
longs of  right   to  the  Journals  of  the  academical 
travels.     Original  works  on  the  fubject  of  ruffian 
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itatiilics  have  multiplied  fo  very  much  for  fome 
time  paft,  that  we  can  here  only  notice  the  titles 
of  a  few  of  the  earlier  writings  of  this  kind.  For 
initance,  major  general  Plcfchtfcheyef  s  Statijlical 
furvey  of  the  ruffian  empire  ;  a  work,  which  in  a 
few  fheets  contains  fuch  a  quantity  of  important 
facts  and  ftatements,  partly  new  and  partly  rec- 
tified, that  the  article  of  the  ruffian  empire,  in  all 
books  of  geography,  muft  henceforth  afTume  an 
afpecl:  entirely  new.  .Geography  has  likewife 
been  a  great  gainer  by  the  academician  Suyef's 
Journey  from  St.  Peterfburg  to  Kherfon,  Taurida, 
and  Conjlantinople,  which  german  induftry  will 
probably  render  ufeful  to  foreigners,  if  it  be  not 
already  done.  Admiral  Tfchitfchagof 's  Voyage  to 
the  Frozen-ocean  is  known  by  a  tranilation  in  Ger- 
many. Ruban's  Geographical,  political  and  bif- 
torical  accounts  of  Little  Rujfia  ;  Anonymous  Topo- 
graphical  remarks  on  the  provinces  of  White  Rujfia  j 
the  prieft  Irodionof 's  Hijiorical  and  geographical 
account  of  the  city  of  Toropetz  and  its  dijlriclt 
&c.  belong  to  this  clafs.  Georgi's  Hijiorical  and 
geographical  defcription  of  St.  Peterjhurg.  A  great 
number  of  iingle  tracts  on  geographical  and  ftar 
tiflical  fubjecls  on  the  ruffian  empire,  are  found 
difperfed  in  calendars  and  periodical  publications. 
In  this  refpecl  the  calendar  of  ;the  academy  of 
feiences  is  particularly  abundant,  to  which  Pallas, 
Guldenftsedt,  Oferetzkofsky,  &c.  have  contri- 
buted, and  continue  to  contribute,  important  and 
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interfiling  memoirs.  —  Accounts  too  of  foreign 
countries,  and  travels  in  them,  at  times  appear, 
though  but  rarely  ;  fuch  as,  Plefchtfcheyef's 
Travels  from  Pares  to  Syria  ;  the  defcripiion  of  the 
Archipelago  and  the  barbarian  coajl,  by  brigadier 
Kotoftzof,  publifhed  by  Tuman.fky,  he.  Affeflbr 
Hackmann's  two  books,  of  general  and  of  ruffian 
geography,  for  the  ufe  of  the  fuperior  fchools,  are 
introductions  of  great  utility,  and  the  more  valu- 
able, as  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind  before.  — 
Among  the  number  of  geographical  tranflations, 
Bufching's  Great  geography  mould  be  mentioned  as 
that  of  the  moft  importance. 

The  numerous  collections  of  geographical  maps 
which  Ruffia  has  of  late  years  produced,  are  fa- 
mous abroad,  not  lefs  for  their  intrinsic  worth,  as 
they  are  moftly  formed  on  new  difcoveries,  than 
for  their  beauty  and  neatnefs.     Bachmeifter's  ruf- 
fian bibliotheque  mentions  by  name   above  fixty 
of  thefe  collections,  many  of  which  confift  of  feve- 
ral,  and    fome   of  from   twenty  to  forty  meets. 
Under  this  head,  fall  the  two  fpecial  maps  of  the 
Mofco  circle,  which  were  prepared /rom  the  fur- 
veying  expedition  ;  one  of  them   is   fifty   armines 
in  dimension ;  the  other   is  printed  on  two  fheets 
imperial,  by  the  imperial   academy  of  fciences  : 
the  general  map  of  the  ruffian  empire,  according 
to  the  new  divifion,  by  prince  Vasfemiky  ;  eight 
/heets,  in  length  three  and  three  quarter  arfhines, 
and  one.  and  three  quarters  in  height :  the  aca- 
demy's 
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demy's  Atlas  of  the  ruffian  empire,  begun  in  1767, 
every  province  forming  adiilincl:  map. — The  grand 
Atlas  of  the  government  of  Kaluga  is  the  moil  ex- 
cellent of  this  kind,  an  undertaking  which,  out 
of  France,  has  not  perhaps  its  equal  in  any  coun- 
try. This  Atlas  is  likewil'e  one  of  the  fruits  of  the 
furveying  expedition,  and  confifts  of  three  parts: 

1.  The  general  map  of  the  Kaluga  government. 

2.  Twelve  plans  of  the  twelve  capital  towns  of  the 
circles  ;  illuminated  plot  of  each  town,  with  their 
llobodes,  gardens,  &c.  3.  Eight~and-twenty 
plans  of  the  twelve  circles.  On  thefe  plans  are 
marked  arable  land  and  forefr,  roads,  and  bridges- 
Every  poiTefrion,  belonging  either  to  a  corporation 
or  a  private  perfon,  is  inclofed  and  marked  with 
letters  or  numbers  referring  to  the  defcription  be- 
longing; to  the  atlas.  Where  the  limits  are  frill 
litigable  they  are  noted  by  a  jagged  line.  When 
the  pofTeflions  are  fo  fmall  as  not  diftinctly  to 
give  room  for  a  number,  they  are  drawn  larger 
on  a  piece  of  cartridge  paper  annexed.  On  the 
general  map  eight  verfts  go  to  an  englifh  inch, 
in  moil  of  the  plans  of  towns  fifty,  in  the  reft  an 
hundred  fathoms,  in  the  plans  of  the  circles  two 
verfts,  in  the  enlarged  pieces  200  fathoms.  The 
magnificence  with  which  this  extraordinary  un- 
dertaking is  executed  is  detrimental  to  its  utility. 
The  defcription  that  accompanies  it,  in  eleven 
columns,  which  refer  by  corresponding  numbers 
to  the  atlas,  contains :   1 .  The  number  on  the  plan 
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of  the  diftrieX     i.  The  name  of  the  property  and 
that  of  its  pofTelTor.     3.  The  number   of  dwi 
lings.     4.  The  number  of  perfons  of  both  fex.cs. 
5.  The  areal  dimenfions  of  the  dwellings.     6.  Of 
the  arable  land.     7.  Of  the  meadow-land.     8.  Of 
the  woodland.     9.  Of  the  wafte  land.      10.  The 
total  amount  q1  the  ilatements  one  to  nine.     11. 
Brief  oeconomical  remarks.     Whenever  litigation' 
concerning  boundaries  are    fettled,    a  particular 
appendix  is  to  mew  to  whom  the   boundary  was 
decreed.  —  The  profecution  of  this  work,  which 
is  one  of  the  grandeft  monuments  of  Catharine';; 
reign,  was  continued  to  the  time  of  her  death 
with  great  fpirit. 

Her  inftitution  of  the  normal  fchools  in  all  the 
provinces  of  the  empire,  occafioned  the  compo- 
iition  of  a  great  number  of  elementary  books  for 
the  lower  orders  of  them,  and  others  for  the  fupe- 
perior.  It  would  be  impofHble  to  enlarge  upon  all 
thefe,  and  to  enumerate  them  would  be  tedious: 
but,  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  religious  initruef  ion  or- 
dained to  be  taught  in  thefe  fchools,  wc  will  juit 
mention  the  contents  of  the  JJjort  catechifm  ;  with 
queftions  under  the  text,  to  which  the  Icholar  is 
to  make  his  own  an  fivers.  1.  Of  the  being  of 
God,  of  his  effence,  and  of  the  veneration  which 
we  owe  him.  2,.  Of  evangelical  faith.  "Faith 
is  a  fincere  acceptation  of  the  gofpel.  The  doc- 
trine of  faith  is  contained  in  the  holy  fcriptures, 
but  abridged  in  the  creed  of  the  firft  council  of 

^   ■  ■  Nice" 
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Nice."  This  creed  is  inferred  at  length.  Then 
ibllow  explanations  of  each  of  the  twelve  articles 
into  which  it  is  divided.  3.  Of  the  divine  law. 
Containing  the  decalogue  with  an  explanation. 
4.  The  Lord's  prayer  with  illuftrations.  This, 
the  ten  commandments,  and  the  Nicene  creed, 
are  in  fclavonian  *,  but  the  book  itfelf  is  in  rufs, 
though  printed  in  fclavonian  characters.  At  the 
end  is,  "  revifed  by  the  holy  fynod."  —  A  floor  t 
religious  hiflory  of  the  church  of  the  old  and  new 
¥e [laments.  The  hiftory  of  the  latter  relates  par- 
ticularly to  the  eaftern,  and  afterwards  to  the 
greek-ruffian  church.  —  The  fpirit  of  this  book 
may  be  judged  of  from  the  following  paiTage : 
"  To  the  misfortune  of  the  human  race,  thefe 
d  i  virions -}~  were  of  long  duration  ;  but  by  the  fuc- 
ceffion  of  enlightened  times,  when  reigning  princes 
applied  themfelves  to  promote  the  general  welfare 
of  the  people,  and  the  teachers  of  the  church  be- 
gan from  the  holy  fcriptures  (inftead  of  ufing 
them  as  heretofore  had  been  done,  to  the  oppref- 
iion..*pf  other  religious  parties)  to  preach  the  pure 
doctrines  of  Chrilr,  namely,  genuine  chriftian 
love,  concord,  and  gentlenefs  towards  all  man- 
kind, with  thofe  generous  duties  by  which  the 
virtuous  chriftian  and  the  good  moral  citizen  are 
diftinguifhed  :  the  chriftian  church  has  been  ena- 

*  The  church  language. 

|  In  the  9th  and  16th  centuries, 
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bled  to  furvive  to  the  prefent  her  calm  and  prof- 
perous  age,  in  which  we  may  efpecially  fee  the 
fubjeeTs  of  the  wife  Catharine,  and  we  cannot  fee 
it  without  pleafure,  living  together  in  fuch  union 
s*s  if  they  were  all  adherents,  not  only  to  the  fole 
chriilian  religion,  but  even  to  one  fole  party 
of  it,  and  praiiing  the  only  God  in  various 
tongues." 

Such  a  great  number  of  proper  fchool-books 
on  the  neceflary  and  ufeful  fubjeccs  of  fecial  and 
civil  life,  might  fuffice  the  nation  for  a  long  time. 
Neverthelefs,  translations  of  foreign  pedagogical 
works  frill  meet  with  confiderable  fuccefs.  We  ' 
now  read  in  the  ruffian  language,  befides  many 
other  compendiums,  the  excellent  Effai  d? education 
nationals,  by  Chalotais,  Rollin's  Mcn.ere d'enfeigner^ 
les  belles-lettres,  the  Magazin  des  enfant,  and  others. 

The   CULTURE  OP  THE  NATIONAL  LANGUAGE 

has,  fince  Lomonofof's  time,  taken  a  quite  new 
direction,  giving  room  to  hope  for  its  attaining  a 
great  degree  of  excellence,  It  is  not  only  reduced 
to  principles  and  rules,  fecuring  jt  from  the  de- 
fl  ruction  of  its  proper  ftruclure  ;  but,  by  the  ex- 
ample of  good  authors,  has  received  fuch  abun- 
dant materials  for  its  enrichment  and  elevation, 
from  its  fource  the  fclavonian,  that  it  has  no  need 
to  borrow  from  any  other  terms  and  expreffions 
for  any  conceivable  idea.  That  fo  ma«y  foreign 
words,  particularly  in  fainionable  converfation,  are 
in  circulation  in  the  ruffian  language,  proceeds 

from 
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from  that  heterornania,  which  adheres  to  every 
nation,  that  receives  a  part  of  its  culture  from 
foreign  countries.  Excepting  the  Germans,  there 
is  certainly  no  people  which  employs  itfelf  fo 
much  in  the  literature  and  the  languages  of  foreign 
nations.  The  proofs  of  this  are  fo  common,  that 
it  would  be  needlefs  to  adduce  examples.  But  it 
is  worth  while  juft  to  take  notice  that  the  Ruffians 
even  cultivate  languages  that  are  not  known  to  the 
reft:  of  Europe.  The  translator  Yaerig  is  main- 
tained by  the  academy  of  fcicnces  to  ftudy  the 
mongolian  language  among  that  people.  An 
author  lately  deceafed,  Leontief,  of  the  college  of 
foreign  affairs,  is  the  translator  of  a  great  number 
of  philofophical,  political,  and  hiflorical  writings 
from  the  Chinefe.  As  a  proof  how  important  the 
culture  of  this  language  may  be  to  the  increafe  of 
the  knowledge  we  have  of  the  Chinefe,  we  fhall 
only  mention  a  couple  of  thefe  translations. 
Su-fcbu-ghyei,  i.  e,  four  books,  with  expofitions.  The 
firft  book  of  the  pliilofopher  Confucius.  —  Account 
of  the  war  of  the  Chinefe?  with  the  Sengorians,  from 
1677  to  1698;  with  a  preface  by  the  emperor 
Kang-fi.  —  Defcription  of  the  towns,  revenues,  &c. 
of  the  chinefe  empire,  from  the  geography  of  the 
empire  printed  at  Pekin  under  the  prefent  khan 
Kyan-Lun.  An  authentic  piece  of  Chinefe 
fratiftics !  &c.  Attempts  have  been  alfo  made 
gradually  to  bring  under  certain  rules  the  lan- 
guages and  dialects,  hitherto  only  fpoken  in  the 

vaft 
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raft  circuit  of  the  Ruffian  empire,  as  may  be  iter: 
by  what  was  done  by  a  grammar  of  the  votiakand; 
tfcheremifiian  languages.  There  is  no  want  of 
hooks  in  Rufs  for  learning  moft  of  the  european 
tongues,  efpecially  fuch  as  are  fpoken  in  the  vici- 
nity of  the  empire.  Dictionaries  likewife  multiply 
with  progrellive  accuracy  ;  among  the  later  under- 
takings of  this  kind,  the  great  frcncb  and  rufs 
lexicon^  publiihed  by  Weitbrecht,  is  confidered 
as  the  belt. 

Antient  literature  indeed  does  not,  upon 
the  whole,  meet  with  fo  good  a  reception  as  in 
many  other  countries ;  but  it  is  by  no  means 
neglected.  Several  pieces  are  annually  publiihed 
not  only  in  the  latin  but  in  the  greek  language  ; 
the  learning  of  them  is  held  to  be  ufeful 
and  neceffary,  and  people  of  high  diitinction 
caufe  their  fans  to  be  taught  at  leaft  one  of  them. 
Of  the  principal  writers  of  antiquity  translations 
already  exift ;  and  for  this  too  the  country  is  in- 
debted to  the  late  emprefs.  She  appointed  in  the 
year  1768,  the  yearly  fum  of  5000  rubies  for  rufs 
translations  of  eood  books,  and  commiffioned  the 
counts  Shuvalof  and  Orlof,  and  the  privv-coun- 
fellor  Kofitzky,  to  difpofe  of  it  properly.  It  was 
at  die  beginning  declared  that  preference  would 
be  given  to  verfions  of  greek  and  roman  authors ; 
and  it  was  attended  with  this  good  effect,  that 
ruffian  literature  obtained  an  advantage  in  this 
branch  which  it  rnuft  otherwife  have  been  long 
1  without. 
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without.  A  fliort  view  of  thofe  that  were  done 
under  this  encouragement  will  not  be  difpleafing 
to  the  reader. 

Greek.     Plato's    works,     by   Sidorofsky    and 
Pakhomof.       Heliod's   works,    by   Fryafinofsky. 
Homer's    Batrachomyomachia,     by    Ruban  ;    in 
profe,  with   fame    explanatory    mythological  re- 
marks*.    Homer's  Iliad,  byYekimofj  in  profe 
bordering  on  the  fciavonian.    Lucian's  Dialogues 
of  the  dead,  by  Sidorofsky  and  Pakhomof.     Dio- 
dorus  Siculus,    by   Alexeyef:    reckoned   a  very 
good  one.     Characters  of  Theophraftus,  after  the 
''tin  of  Caiaubon    and   the  french  of   Bruyere. 
Koman  :  Tacitus  on  the    ancient    Germans,   by 
.-vyetof.       Ovid's  Metamorphofes,    by   the    late 
Ivohtzky,  member  of  the  academy  of  icisnecs,  in 
profe;  very  much  eiteemed.    Terence,  by  Kvci- 
iuf,  Golovin,   Richmann,   Flormfky,  Moijenkof, 
and  Sinfkv  ;  after  le  Monnier's  edition,  beca\ 
imangH  other  advantages,  it  is  commendable  for 
a  very  probably  juft  dtitribution   of  the  fcenes. 
Horace's  Odes,  by  Pupofsky.     Cicero  de  finibuss 
by  Poihikof  ;   confolatio  ;    de  natura  deorum,  bv 
kornof.     The    poetical   pailages  are  turned   into 
ruflian  verfe.     Julius  Caviar.    Yelleius  Paterculus. 
Valerius  Maxinms.    Suetonius.     Virgil's  Georgics. 
Vtrgid'a  ^Lneis,   by  Yekimof,  and  by  the  ccllege- 

*  It  Lad  been  already  translated  in  the  time  ef  Peter  the 
ptfeaf,  by  a  certain  Kopicrf^ky,  and  publhhci  witli  JEiep's 
fables  at  Anxfterddrii. 

counfellor 
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eounfellor  Petrof,  (a  famous  poet,  as  we  fhall  fee 
farther  on,)  in  alexandrines.  The  latter  is  held  to  be 
ofthefirft  excellence;  with  this  objection,  how- 
ever, that  it  becomes,  at  times  unintelligible  by 
too  copious  an- intermixture  of  fclavonian  turns 
and  phrafes :  the  author  has  therefore  lately  brought 
out  a  fecond  edition,  in  which  he  has  corrected 
much  of  this  exuberance  of  erudition. 

The  age  of  Catharine,  which  we  have  feen  fo 
favourable  to  the  mufes  in  general,  was  accord- 
ingly a  mining  epocha  for  poetr)'.  On  the  death 
of  Lomonofof  and  Sumarokof  ruffian  literature 
feemed  reduced  to  an  orphan  ftate ;  thefe  two 
happy  geniufes,  who  announced  the  day-fpring  of 
a  refined  tafre,  appeared  likewife  to  carry  it  with 
them,  together  with  their  fame,  into  the  grave. 
The  path  which  they  had  purfued  remained  for  a 
time  untrod  ;  but  this  dark  interval  was  of  no  long 
duration.  Never  in  any  period  of  ruffian  litera- 
ture, has  there  been  fuch  a  lift  of  fuccefsful,  and 
for  the  moft  part  eminent  poets  to  be  feen,  as  in 
the  Drefent. 

i. 

The  faireft  epocha  of  Sumarokof 's  poetical 
career  happened  in  the  reign  of  Catharine  the 
Second  *.  For  this  reafon,  and  becaufe  with  him 
the  flrft  aera  of  ruffian  poetry  clofed,  we  cannot 

*  He  died  in  the  year  1777,  at  Mofco,  a  knight   of  the     1 
order  of  St.  Anne.     The  late  emprefs,  befides  many  other 
teftimonies  of  her  favour,  fettled  upon  him  a  yearly  pennon  of 
two  thoufand  rubles. 

■ 
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abfolutely  pafs  him  by  without  fome  farther  no- 
tice. Happy  in  every  walk  in  which  his  ven- 
turous genius  chofe  to  roam,  but  happier  no- 
where than  in  the  dramatic  fphere,  Sumarokof 
feemed  ordained  to  leave  behind  him  a  model  in 
every  clafs  of  his  country  literature.  A  lively 
but  controlled  fancy,  a  refined  tafte  formed  by 
the  iiudy  of  antient  and  modern  writers,  and  a 
language  purely  claffical,  are  the  characleriftic 
properties  of  his  productions.  '  Inftances  would 
indeed  be  more  convincing  than  this  general 
judgment ;  but  even  if  it  were  poffible  to  deliver 
the  peculiar  beauties  of  the  original  in  a  lano-uaee 
fa  different  in  its  whole  frame  and  texture,  yet  the 
plan  and  defign  of  our  work  allow  us  not  to  give 
fpecimens  from  the  greateft  mailer-pieces  of  this 
poet,  -his  dramatic  works. 

But  however  honourable  the  niche  pofTefled  by 
Sumarokof's  mufe  in  the  temple  of  Fame,  great  is 
likewife  the  number  of  thofe  who  emulate  the 
nearer!  itation  belide  his  buir.  Among  the  poets 
of  this  clafs,  on  whom  pofterity  can  already  pafs 
their  fentence,  muft  be  reckoned  the  lately  de- 
ceafed  Kniaefhnin,  who  proved  himfelf  in  feveral 
kinds  of  poetry  a  fuccefsful  follower  of  his  ex- 
cellent predeceflbr.  The  dramatical  works  with 
which  he  has  enriched  the  theatre,  unite  great 
beauties  of  compolition  with  a  light  harmonious 
verification,  and  a  profound  knowledge  of  the 
riches  and  llrength  of  the  language.    To  the  moft 

famous 
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famous  productions  of  this  clafs  arc  to  be  added 
his  tragedy  of  Dido  and  his  comedy  of  the  Boafter. 
A  great  number  of  miscellaneous  poems,  among 
which  are  feveral  very  well-imagined  epiftles  and 
fatires ;  the  tranflation  of  the  Henriade  in  blank 
verfe,  and  a  variety  of  effays  in  profe,  fecure  to 
him  the  renown  of  one  of  the  beft  writers  of  his 
nation.  —  Among  the  poets  now  living  none  feem 
to  have  a  jufter  claim  to  immortality  than  the 
chevalier  Derfchavin,  not  lefs  refpectable  as  a 
ffatefman,  patriot,  and  philanthropift,  than  as  an 
amiable  author.  The  moft  unwearied  diligence 
in  his  great  and  important  fphere  of  action  leaves 
him  ftill  fufficient  leifure  to  bellow  fome  moments 
in  fporting  with  the  virgins  of  Helicon,  and  in 
embellifhing  the  literature  of  his  country  with 
the  products  of  his  original  and  highly-cultivated 
talents.  Propriety,  delicacy,  and  elegance,  form 
the  characterises  of  this  author  :  the  harmony  of 
his  diction,  and  the  melody  of  his  flowing  num- 
bers are  inimitable  ;  he  has  difcOvered  the  means 
of  combining  the  moft  luxuriant  imagination  with 
the  purer!  tafte. 

Willingly  would  we  indulge  our  readers  with 
fome  proofs  of  what  we  advance;  for  translations 
of  almoft  all  his  works  are  in  being :  but  how  coarfe 
and  corporeal  is  the  fhell  through  which  the  fine 
fpirit  of  the  original  would  appear  !  No  language 
that  we  know  is  fo  full  of  infuperable  difficulties 
to  the  tranllator  as  the  ruffian.     It  is  its  peculiar 

characteristic 
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character] flic  throughout  to  render  a  free  imitation 
almoft  impoffible ;  and  as  to  a.  faithful  verbal 
tranflation,  it  muft  frequently  happen  that  the 
moft  elegant  turn  or  the  moft  fublime  expreffion 
becomes  flat  and  vulgar,  not  to  mention  the  great 
lofs  of  the  verification.  A  beautiful  little  piece 
of  his,  called  the  Dream  of  Murza,  has  been 
attempted  in  german  by  M.  Kotzebue  *  ;  but  the 
difficulties  we  fpeak  of  are  not  fo  fuccefsfully  fur- 
mounted  as  could  be  wifhed. 

Among  the  poets  who  have  acquired  a  great 
and  lafting  reputation,  the  chevalier  Kherafkof 
muft  not  be  forgotten.  His  heroic  poems,  the 
Roffiad  and  the  battle  of  Tfchefme,  are  the  nrft 
produclions  of  the  nation  in  the  epic  clafs  that 
have  been  attended  with  fuccefs ;  but  this  poet  has 
been  not  lefs  fortunate  in  other  departments  of 
literature.  He  has  written  tragedies  and  comedies 
which  ftill,  long  after  their  firft  appearance,  keep 
their  place  upon  the  ftage,  and  are  always  feen 
with  pleafure.  In  his  later  years  he  alfo  publifhed 
odes,  fables,  and  eclogues.  His  laft  performances 
are  Nuraa  Pompilius,  an  hiftorical  romance,  in 
the  manner  of  Telemachus ;  Cadmus  and  Har- 
monia,  a  poetic  tale,  &c.  All  thefe  works  are  in 
high  efteem  in  Ruffia.  —  His   fpoufe  Elizabeth 

*  Of  late  well  knowjn  in  England  by  the  tranflations  that 
jhave  appeared  of  forne  of  his  plays. 

Vol.  in.  f  f  Kheraf- 
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Kherafkof  has  likewife  acquired  a  name  as  a  poe- 
tefs,  by  heroic  elegies  and  anacreontic  odes. 

M.  Petrof,  librarian  to  the  emprefs,  began  his 
career  in  1775,  as  a  narrative  poet;  but  his  very 
iirft  attempts  were  crowned  with  an  applaufe 
which  none,  lince  Lomonofof,  have  ever  enjoyed 
to  an  equal  degree.  A  bold  and  tumid  fancy,  a 
figurative  fryle,  and  a  compofition  which  difcovers 
cultivation  and  tafle,  advantageoufly  diftinguifh. 
his  mufe.  Familiar  with  the  great  models  of 
antiquity,  he  not  only  made  them  his  ftudy,  but 
even  the  aim  of  his  literary  puriint.  His  poetical 
tranflation  of  the  TEneis,  already  mentioned,  is 
by  Judges  accounted  a  marler-piece ;  but  the 
author,  not  fatisfied  with  it,  has  fubmitted  it  to  a 
reform  entirely  new.  A  long  residence  in  Eng- 
land  infpired  him  with  a  fondnefs  for  britifh  lite- 
rature, and  animated  him  to  the  difficult  under- 
taking of  tranilating  the  Paradiie  Loft  of  Milton 
into  his  mother  tongue  ;  which,  though  in  profe, 
has  juftly  added  to  his  reputation.  A  few  years 
ago  he  colle6ted  and  publiihed  a  volume  of  his. 
lyric  poems, 

The  ruffian  drama  has  lately  fuffered  a  fignal 
lofs  in  the  death  of  M.  van  Wilin  *.  In  this  poet, 
who  promiied  to  become  the  Moliere  of  the  ruffian 

.  *  The  name  is  dutch,  but  the  family  has  been  ruffian  for 
fcvcral  generations. 

theatre, 
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theatre,  were  combined  all  the  qualities  requisite 
to  that  end.     In  his   belt  pieces,  the  Brigadier, 
and  the  Spoilt   child,    a  well-fupported   intereft 
prevails,  an  animated  dialogue  and  a  regularity 
which  feldom  meet  together  in  performances  of 
limilar  nature.     He  lafhes  prevailing  prejudices 
and  brilliant  vices  with  admirable  keennefs :  his 
fubje<5ts  being  national,  have  for  that  reafon  the 
greater  erTecl.     He  is  likewife  the  elegant  transla- 
tor of  the  Marcus  Aurelius  of  Thomas,  and  the 
Jofeph  of  Bitaube.  — The  fenator  Yelaghin,  while 
employed    on    the   ruffian   hiftory,    occasionally 
added  to  his  literary  reputation  as  a  poet.     Be- 
fides  feveral  poems  and  fatires,  he  is  principally 
remarkable  as  the  tranflator  of  fome  plays  from 
de  la  Touche.  —  Kofadavlef,  an  agreeable  writer, 
whofe  pieces  are  remarkable  for  an  eminent  degree 
of  delicacy  and    elegance,    has   tranfplanted   tl\Q 
Wilhelmina  of  Thummel,  with  fuch  uncommon 
fuccefs,  into  the  ruffian  foil,  that  it  were   much 
to  be  wifhed  that  he  would  make  a  like  prefent  to 
Ins   country  of  the   travels  through  the  fouthern 
provinces  of  France.  —  The  privy-counfellor  Kra- 
povitzky,    the    fenator    Alexey   Narifhkin,    lieu- 
tenant-general Potemkin,  the  chamberlain  Mura- 
vyef,    the    fenator    Rjefsky,     lieutenant-general 
Sviftimof,  the  privy- counfeller  Lukin,  and  feveral 
perfons  of  high   ftation,  have   done  honour   to 
their   country  as    poets   in   various   branchss, — 
Among  the  tranflators  of  poetical   works,  Bog- 

f  f  2,  danovitch 
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danovitch  has  greatly  flgnalized  himfelf  by  his 
Pfyche  of  la  Fontaine  ;  Karabanof,  by  his  Alzire 
of  Voltaire  :  Dmhrief,  by  his  fables  from  la  Fon- 
taine ;  Sakharof,  by  his  Telemachus  and  the  Death 
of  Abel;  Popof  by  his  Jerufalern  delivered,  the 
EiTay  on  Man  *,  and  feveral  others.  Kapnift 
and  Krilof  have  acquired  fame  in  the  excurfions 
of  fatire,  Offipof  has  publifhed  an  iEneas  tra- 
vefty,  in  the  manner  of  Blumauer,  and  nation- 
alized all  the  foreign  alluvions.  —  But  we  muft 
here  break  off,  as  this  lift,  which  might  be  greatly 
enlarged,  without  fome  acquaintance  with  the 
poetry  itfelf,  can  have  no  intereft  for  foreign 
readers. 

Good  profe-writers  of  the  various  claffes  have 
been  already  mentioned  in  fuch  numbers,  that  it 
is  needlefs  to  fay  any  thing  more  of  them.  No 
department  of  ruffian  literature  is  fo  richly  fur- 
nifhed  as  that  of  Romance.  The  greater  part  of 
them  confifts  of  tranflations,  which  cannot  al- 
ways, either  in  regard  to  felection  or  language, 
be  deemed  models  of  perfection.  The  dnlleft 
productions  of  the  german  prefs,  which  have  long 
been  forgotten  at  home,  here  often  receive  a 
fecond  exigence,  and  help  to  corrupt  the  national 
tafte.  THat  very  excellent  exceptions  are  here 
to  be  made,  is  naturally   underftood.     To   thefe 

-  It  is  a  finsju'ar  incident,  that  this  moft  excellent  transla- 
tion of  Pope's  eilay  fhould  be  made  by  a  Popof. 

be- 
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belong  the  tranflations  of  Humphrey  Clinker  bv 
Sakharof;  of  Gil  Bias,  by  Tieplof;  of  Jofeph 
Andrews,  of  Tom  Jones,  of  Robinfon  Crufoe, 
the  Sorrows  of  Werrer,  Floriar.'s  Numa  Pompilius, 
Diable  Boiteux,  Nouvelles,  and  feveral  others. 

Periodical    publications     have   hitherto 
made  no  progrefs  with  the  public.     Of  all  that 
have   been  let  up,  few  have   been  continued  for 
more  than  three  or  four  years.     The  Peterfburg 
magazine,  begun   in   1778,  was  the  firft  under- 
taking of  the   kind  ;  but  foon  dropped  for  want 
of    encouragement.     A    fimilar    fate    befel    the 
monthly  academical  accounts,  begun  by  the  aca- 
demy  of  fciences    in    1779,  and  was  to  contain 
extracts  from  new  publications,  new  inventions, 
&c.  it  lafted  only  till  1781.     "  The  affiftant  to 
the  lovers  of  the  ruffian  language,"  a  journal  con- 
ducted  by  very  celebrated    writers,   fell   to   the 
ground  at  the  conclufion  of  the  firft  year.  Among 
thofe  that  Hill  proceed,  are  the  f<  Monthly  tracts" 
commenced  by  the  academy   in   1786,  and  the 
"  Ruffian  mercury"  by  Klufchin  and  Krilof,  are 
the  molt  known. 

We  here  clofe  our  view  of  ruffian  literature, 
during  a  period  of  about  twenty  years.  Incom- 
plete as  the  materials  were  from  which  it  is  drawn 
up,  yet  we  have  been  obliged  purpofely  to  leave 
fome  of  them  unufed,  to  avoid  falling  into  a,  tire- 
fome  detail,  which,  even  with  the  greateft  pro- 

P  p  3  lixity 
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lixity  could  not  be  made  very  instructive  to  the 
reader.     The  conclufion  from  this  flight  Iketch 
arifes  fo  naturally  of  itfelf,  as  to  ftand  in  need  of 
no  farther  expofition. 

The  foreigners  at  St.  Peterfburg,  efpecially  the 
Germans,  form  a  literary  public  of  themfelves, 
among  whom  are  authors  of  great  reputation  and 
merit.  The  academicians  yEpinus,  Pallas,  Georgi, 
Fufs,  Herrmann,  &c.  have  acquired  fuc'h  a  cele- 
brity abroad  by  ufeful  writings,  difcoveries,  and 
the  like,  beyond  their  academical  fphere  ;  that  it 
is  fufficient  to  have  cited  their  names.  Schrceter 
in  agriculture,  the  chemift  Lovitz,  the  minera- 
logift  RenovantZj  the  phyficians  Mohrenheim, 
Uhden,  and  others,  are  certainly  not  unknown  to 
any  readers  of  the  learned  world,  any  more  than 
the  names  of  Nikolai,  Klinger,  Soltau,  (the  trans- 
lator of  Hudibras,)  and  madam  von  Krook,  are  to 
the  lovers  of  the  belles  lettres. 

Of  the  flate  of  the  arts  in  St.  Peterfburg  no 
circumstantial  account  can  be  expected  in  a  book 
of  this  kind.  A  general  outline  will  be  quite  fuf- 
ficient. 

•  The  gallery  of  the  academy  of  arts  is  open  to 
the  public  once  a  year  for  a  fortnight,  in  the  fum- 
mer,  and  contains  a  good  collection  of  antiques, 
works  of  art,  and  paintings.  ;  Among  the  raoft 
valuable  are  fix  grand  hunting-pieces  by  Rubens, 
a  prefer.t  from  the  late  duche.s  of  Kingdom     It 

would 
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would  be  to  no  purpofe  to  attempt  giving  a  com- 
plete lift  of  the  artifts  here  :  the  principal  of  them 
in  each  cTafs  are : 

Painters.     Groth,    a  German;   one  of  the 
beft  painters   of  animals   now   living.  —  Ilune,   a 
German  ;  hiftory-painter,  a  difciple  of  Tifchbein, 
Torelli,  Mengs  *;  —  Knappe,   a  German  ;  plants 
and  animals :  by  this  artift,  whofe  works  are  in 
high  eftimation,  are  the   drawings  in  the   Flora 
Roffica.  —  Meys,  from  Hennegau  ;  hiftory  ~\~.  — 
Tifchbein,    a   German  ;    court-architect,     fcene 
painter,  and  inventor  x>f  decorations :  he  painted 
the  curtain  at  the  opera-houfe.  —  Mayr,   a  Ger- 
man ;   in  the  fervice  of  the  academy  of  fciences  : 
deflgner  and  painter.  —  Stahn,  a  German  ;  arca- 
nift  to  the  imperial  porcelain  manufactory,  and  an 
eminent    porcelain    painter. — Mettenleither,    a 
Swifs  ;  famous  in  landfcapes.  —  Gonzago,  an  ex- 
cellent painter  of  decorations.  —  Levitzky,  a  Ruf- 
iian,  profeifor  of  the  academy  ;  a  very  celebrated 
portrait-painter.  —  Koflof,  a  Ruffian,  fome  years 
iince  deceafed,  of  the   academy,  director  of  the 
tapeflry  manufactory ;  a  hiftory-painter  of  lingular 
merit. 
Engravers.      Skorodumof,   a  Ruffian;  for- 

f  The  taking  poffeffion  of  Taarida,  a  large  allegorical  pic- 
ture. 

f  The  journey  of  the  emprefs  to  Taurida  :  which  is  alfo 
engraved. 

f  f  4  merly 
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merly  a  pupil  of  the  academy  :  his  works  are  as 
well  known  as  his  name.  —  James  Walker,  an 
Englishman,  in  the  fervice  of  the  court :  among 
his  excellent  performances  are,  the  emprefs  in  her 
travelling  drefs,  prince  Potemkin,  general  Lanfkoi, 
admiral  Greig,  and  others. —  Schlepper,  a  native 
of  St.  Peterfburg Pellerini,  an  Italian. 

Statuaries.  Rachette,  a  Frenchman  :  pro- 
feffor  of  the  academy, '  modeller  to  the  porcelain 
manufactory  *.  —  Schubin,  a  Ruffian  -j~.  —  Mof- 
chalof,  a  Ruffian  ;  artitt  in  cafting  of  metals  j.  — 
Ivanof,  a  Ruffian  §,  —  Gardeyef,  a  Ruffian.  -— 
Frediani,  an  Italian.  —  Khailof,  a  Ruffian  ||. 

Architects.  Kofelof,  a  Ruffian  (2.  —  Gua- 
renghi,  an  Italian,  and  one  of  the  firft  artilis  in 
his  department  B.  —  Feldten,  of  St.  Peterfburg  5. 
—  Starof,   a  Ruffian  ;  architect  to  the  court  A.  — 

*  The  Cybelc  in  count  Bezborodko's  gardens ;  bufts  of 
Leonhard  Euler,  &c. 

f  Bufts  of  the  imperial  family. 

X  The  Farnefe  Hercules,  and  the  Flora  at  Tzarikoefelo. 

§  The  baptifm  of  Olga. 

il  Kad  a  ihare  in  cafting  the  ftatueof  Peter  the  great. 

£  The  palace  of  Pella,  belonging  to  the  grand-duke  Alex- 
ander Pavlovitch. 

5  The  new  exchange,  the  court  theatre,  and  S  number  of 
other  grand  edifices. 

J  St.  Catharine's,  St.  Anne's,  and  the  armenian  churches, 
the  Lombard,  and  feveral  other  ftruclures. 

x  The  Pantheon,  the  new  church  in  the  Nefsky  monas- 
tery. 

Trom- 
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Trombara,  an  Italian*. —  Charles  Cameron,  an 
Englifhman  ;  court-architect  for  Tzarfkoefelo  -{-. 

Musicians.  The  leaders  of  the  chapel  choir, 
Aftarita,  Cimarofa,  Martini. — Violins  :  Tietz,  a 
Peterfburger ;  Cannobi,  Mafener,  Chandofchkin. 
—  Harpfichord:  Palfcho,  a  Dane;  Hefsler  and, 
Bauerfchmidt,  two  admired  performers,  efpecially 
on  the  organ.  —  Behr,  famous  on  the  clarinet.  — 
Marefch,  a  Bohemian,  one  of  the  inventors  of 
prince  Potemkin's  famous  hunting-mufic. — Pratf- 
che  had  the  greatefl  fhare  in  fetting  the  ruffian 
popular  ballads  to  notes. 

Gardening.  — Jofeph  Bum,  an  Englifhman  ; 
court-gardener  at  Tzarfkoe-felo. — Gould,  anEng- 
lifhman  ;  the  imperial  gardens  at  PeterhofF,  thofe 
of  the  Tauridan  palace,  and  chief-gardener  to 
prince  Potemkin. —  Gem-cutters,  medallifts,  &c„ 
are  Gafs,  Zollner,  Koenig,  Lamoni,  Radi,  Ju- 
din,  &c. 

It  appears  from  this  fhort  view,  in  which  it  is 
probable  that  feveral  famous  names  may  be  omit- 
ted, that  St.  Peterlburg  has  a  coniiderable  num- 
ber of  excellent  artifts  to  produce.  The  lift  of  the 
mechanical  arts  would  not  be  lefs  copious  if  it 
were  poflible  for  us  to  give  it  complete.  The  fol- 
lowing account  however  muft  fuffice  : 

*  The  new  Ysger-corps,  the  new  court-ftables. 

f  The  imperial  baths  in  thofe  gardens,  fuperior  to  any 
thing  of  the  kind  in  Europe ;  the  hanging  gardens.,  the  chinefe 
town,  and  many  others. 

MuficaL 
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Mufical  inftruments  of  all  kinds  are  made  here 
in  the  greatelt  perfection.     The  moil  famous  ar- 
tilts  in  this  way  are  Kirfchnek,  Gabram,  Vachter, 
for  violins  ;    Jackfon,  Sec.  —  Mathematical   and 
phyfical  inftruments  are,  indeed,  imported   from 
England;  but  likewife  KeiTaref  a  Ruffian,  Mor- 
gan an  Engl  ifh  man,  make  them  in  great  numbers. 
—  Kofchenkofj  a  Ruffian,  makes  excellent  furgi- 
cal   inftruments.  —  As   a  mechanic  we   fhall  only 
notice  Kulibin,  the   Ruffian,  the  greateft  genius 
in  this  particular  that   the  nation  has  ever  pro- 
duced :    a   boor   by  birth,    and   by  profeffion  a 
meal-chandler;  without  direction,  without  fcien- 
tific  attainments,  he  unfolded  his  talents  of  him- 
id£t  and  the  firft  performance  by  which  he  en- 
deavoured to  attract  notice  was  a  curious  piece  of 
clock-work.     Catharine  the  Second  refcued  him 
from  his  miferable   condition,  placed  him  in  the 
flare  for  which  he  was  fo  confpicuoufly  intended 
by  nature,  and  honoured  him  with  a  golden  me- 
dal which  he  wears  fufpended  to"  a  blue  ribbon 
about  his  neck.     He  is   at  prefent  mechanician  to 
the    academy  of  fciences.      In   this   fituation  he 
formed  the  bold  defign  of  constructing  a  bridge  of 
timber  acrofs  the  Neva ;  and  to  this  end  prepared 
a  model,  in  length  the  fifteenth  part  of  the  breadth 
of  the   river:  it  coniifls   of  horizontal  balks,  of 
which   the   upper  one   always  projects  fomewhat 
beyond  that  beneath,  till   they  meet   together  at 
the  middle  of  the  bridge,  and  thus  form  only  one 

great 
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great  arch  :  the  model,  indeed,  in  point  of  frrength 
remained  firm  under  every  kind  of  trial ;  but  in  the 
execution  the  bridge  would  have  the  height  of  a 
tower,  and  the  reparation  of  it  would  be  attended 
with  great  difficulties. 

As  a  printer,  Schnoor,  among  many  others, 
js  a  very  remarkable  perfon.     By  talents  and  in« 
duftry,  this  artift,  through  numberlefs  difficulties, 
has  made  fuch  progrefs  in  his  profefhon,  that  his 
ruffian   types'  are  ufed  in   many  other  printing- 
houfes,  and  imitated  by  other  founders.     He  was 
appointed  by  the  emprefs  to  eitablifh  a  tartarian 
prefs,  and  fucceeded  fo  well  in  his  commiffion, 
that  the  learned  of  that  nation  give  the  preference 
to  his  letters  beyond  all  the  fpecimens  that  have 
been  produced  in   England,    Holland,    Venice, 
Rome,  and  Vienna,  as  moft  refembling  the  com- 
mon written  character.     Schnoor  procured  them 
to  be  drawn  by  a  mullah,  or  tartar  prieit,  and  two 
expert  punch-cutters  were   employed  about  the 
punches  till  they  were  pronounced  by  the  mullah 
to  be  properly  fmiiried.      In  this  manner  were 
formed  the  punches  for  three  forts  of  characters, 
the  krim-tartar,  the  kazan-tartar,  and  the  arabic. 
In  the  year  1785,  this  printing-office  coniifted  of 
four  prefles,  and  the  firiT  produce  of  them  were 
the  translation  of  the  ordinances  for  the  adminif- 
tration  of  the  government,  and  a  Koran. 

To    conclude,   whatever  the  leading  faults  or 
vices  of  the  times  might  be,  it  was  a  delightful 

fpectacle 
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Spectacle  to  the  friends  of  humanity  to  fee  that  it 
was  their  great  and  peculiar  characteriitic,  and  it 
may  be  hoped  will  become  their  future  glory,  that 
a  ftrong  fpirit  of  civil  liberty,  and  of  inquiry  into 
the  functions,  obligations,  and  duties  of  govern- 
ment, were  breaking  forth  even  in  Ruffia,  as  well 
as  in  various  other  places,  where  they  were  before 
fuppofed  fcarcely  to  hold  even  the  feeds  of  exis- 
tence. Another,  no  lefs  laudable  characteriftic, 
was,  that  fpirit  of  reform  and  improvement,  under 
the  feveral  heads  of  legiflation,  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  juftice,  the  mitigation  of  penal  laws, 
the  affording  fome  greater  attention  to  the  eafe 
and  fecurity  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people, 
with  the  cultivation  of  thofe  arts  mod  generally 
ufeful  to  mankind,  and  particularly  the  public  en- 
couragement given  to  agriculture  as  an  art,  which 
was  becoming  prevalent  in  every  part  of  Europe. 

This  important  revolution  in  the  difpofitions  of 
fo  great  a  part  of  mankind,  might,  in  a  great 
meafure,  be  attributed  to  the  peculiar  kind  of 
philoiophy  cultivated  in  the  prefent  age,  by  men, 
without  doubt,  confiderable,  and  who  have  given 
the  tafte,  and,  as  we  may  fay,  directed  the  fa- 
shion in  literature ;  though  their  views  have  cer- 
tainly not  been  favourable  to  the  higheft  and  moft 
permanent  interefts  of  our  nature.  As  the  prin- 
ciples they  had  adopted,  or  the  path  they  chofe 
to  fame  and  eminence,  made  it  nece/Taryfor  them 
to  attack  what  have  been  generally  considered  as 
2  the 
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the  great  fanetions  of  morality  and  duty,  they  were 
obliged  to  counteract  the  imputation  to  which 
their  tenets  might  be  liable,  by  not  only  profef- 
ling,  but  inculcating,  the  moft  general  and  en- 
larged philanthropy,  and  by  letting  loofe  all  the 
powers  of  fatire  and  invective  upon  all  infringe- 
ments of  natural  rights ;  but  more  particularly 
upon  thofe  which  f'eemed,  or  were  fuppofed  to 
derive  their  origin  from  religious  eftablifhments. 
Thus  wit  has  been  often  enliited  on  the  fide  of 
juftice,  and  led  to  a  more  minute  and  accurate  in- 
veftigation  into  the  principles  and  boundaries  of 
authority. 

If  in  many  refpects  the  force  of  received  opi- 
nions has  in  the  prefent  times  been  too  much  im- 
paired, and  perhaps  too  wide  and  indifcriminate  a 
fcope  given  to  fpeculation  on  the  domains  of  an- 
tiquity and  practice;  it  is,  however,  ajuft  caufe 
of  triumph,  that  prejudice  and  bigotry  were  the 
earlieft  victims  *.     Happy  will  it  be,  if  the  blows 

which 

*  A  paftoral  letter,  which  was  iflued  in  the  year  1784,  by 
the  elector  and  archbimop  of  Triers,  to  his  clergy,  will  ferve 
confiderably  to  iliuftrate  this  obfervation,  and  is  the  more  re- 
markable, as  that  prince  (who  is  of  the  houfe  of  Saxony)  was 
coniidered  as  being  peculiarly  attached  to  the  tenets  of  that 
church  of  which  he  was  fo  confiderable  a  member ;  and 
that  the  outward  marks  of  his  zeal  in  that  refpect  went  much 
beyond  any  that  were  displayed  by  his  brethren  of  Mentz  and 
Cologne. 
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which  were  aimed  at  the"  foundation  and  buttrefles 
ihall  only  ihake  off  the  ufelefs  incumbrances   of 


the. 


This  curious  paftoral  letter  v/ill  however  fpeak  for  him  and 
for  itfelf.  After  dating  to  his  clergy  the  objects  which  they 
mould  have  in  view,  and  the  conduct  which  they  ihould 
oblerve  In  the  difeharge  of  thofe  facred  functions  to  which 
they  are  affigned  ;  he  dwells  particularly  upon  the  inftructions 
which  they  ihould  give  to  the  people  on  religious  fubjects  j 
and  ftrictly  charges  the  rectors  to  confine  themfelves  in  their 
fermons  to  morality,  and  to  the  practical  duties  of  a  virtuous 
life,  which  all  may  understand  and  profit  by,  inftead  of  en- 
tering into  abftrufe  queftions  and  theological  difquifitions, 
which,  beyond  the  capacity  of  moft  of  their  auditors,  ferve 
only  to  excite  troublefome  or  dangerous  doubts,  and'  to  dif- 
fufe  an  idle  fpirit  of  diiputation,  which  frequently  tends  to 
the  treating  of  the  moft  delicate  or  facred  fubjects  with  irre- 
verence. He  then  ftrictly  prefcribes  that  all  luxury  ihould  be 
banilhed  from  the  churches:  obferving  (rather  in  the  fenti- 
jnents  of  a  preibyter  of  a  reformed  church,  than  the  language 
of  a^roman  catholic  prince  and  prelate),  **  that  neatnefs  and 
decency  are  all  that  are  befitting  the  home  of  the  Lord :" 
that,  on  days  of  ceremony,  worldly  magnificence  ihould  be 
avoided,  the  effec?  of  which  was  to  excite  more  of  curiofity 
than  of  devotion  5  and  forbids  that  the  mufic  of  the  theatres 
mould  ever  be  brought  into  the  churches.  He  enjoins  the 
parlors  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  undeceive  and  to 
wean  the  people  from  their  prefent  abfurd  notions  and  preju- 
dices, concerning  wizards,  fiintoms,  fpells,  and  raiiing  the 
devil,  all  of  which  are  the  offspring  of  folly  and  the  groffeil 
ignorance  j  that  they  ill  all  difcharge  to  their  flocks  the  re- 
fpeaive  functions  of  fathers,  judges,  and  fpiritualphyficians; 
that  they  ihould  viiit  them  frequently  5  and  that  they  ihould 
never,  except  in  cafes  of  abfolute  neceifity,  fend  fubftitutes  to 

fupply 
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the  edifice.  And  this  we  are  to  hope  will  be  the 
cafe.  We  may  confidently  aflert,  that  the  ut- 
mofr.  freedom  of  inquiry  and  difcuflion,  however 
fubjecT:  to  partial  inconvenience  and  abufes,  muft 
in  the  end  contribute  to  the  benefit  of  fociety ; 
for,  whatever  Unifier  ambition  may  warp  the 
defigns  of  thofe  who  endeavour  by  their  writings 
to  direct  the  opinion  of  the  world,  as  they  addrefs' 
mankind  through  the  channel  of  their  reaibn,  and 
work  with  the  powers  of  the  underftanding,  they 
are  obliged  to  apply  themfelves  to  the  cultivation 
and  improvement  of  the  fubject,  and  of  the  in- 
ftruments  of  their  labours.  So  that  at  laft  the 
particular  views  of  individuals,  philofophers,  and 
feels,  being  various  and  fluctuating,  will  be  found 
to  be  comparatively  but  little  advanced  ;  while 
fometimes  one,  and  fometimes  another  of  thofe 
general  principles  on  which  the  happinefs  of  man- 
kind depends  (for  thefe  are  uniform  and  perma- 
nent) will  receive  ftrength  and  vigour  from  the 
alternate  prevalence  of  difciplines  and  opinions. 

*#*  On  the  following  page  is  the  mufic  of  the 
popular  air  of  the  Ruffians. 


fupply  their  own  place  among  the  poor,  ^vho  are  thofe  that 
Hand  molt  in  need  of  confolation  and  affiftance.  He  alfo 
made  great  reforms  in  his  dominions,  and  endowed  fchools  at 
his  own  expence. 
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Manifesto  pulli/hed  ly  Order  of  the  Empress  of  Russi  \, 
upon  t/ie  Occa/io?i  of  her  Troops  entering  the  Pevivfida  of 
the   Krimea,    the  Kuban,  and  the  IJland  of  Taman  ; 
which  Countries  are  herein/  declared  to  be  annexed  to  her 
Imperial  Majejly's  Dominions. 

ljY  the  grace  of  God,  we  Catharine  the  Second,  emprers 
and  ible  monarch  of  all  the.  Ruffias,  &c. 

Our  laft  war  againft  the  ottoman  empire  having  been  at- 
tended with  the  raoft  fignal  fuccelTes,  we  had  certainly  ac- 
quired the  right  of  re-uniting  to  the  territories  of  our  empire 
the  Krimea,  of  which  we  were  in  poneffion  :  we,  however, 
Jiefitated  not  to  facrifice  that,  with  many  other  conquefts,  to 
our  ardent  defire  of  re-eftabliihing  the  public  tranquillity,  and 
©f  confirming  the  good  understanding  and  friendfhip  between 
our  empire  and  the  ottoman  parte.  This  motive  induced  us 
to  ftipulate  for  the  freedom  and  independence  of  the  Tartars, 
whom  we  had  reduced  by  cur  arms ;  hoping  to  remove  for 
ever,  by  this  means,  every  caufe  of  difiention,  and  even  of 
coolnefs,  between  Ruflia  and  the  ottoman  porte,  expofed  too 
often  to  thefe  inconveniences  by  the  form  of  government  whicli 
then  fubhfted  among  the  Tartars.  ; 

vol.  in.  o  G  Greit 
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Great  as  were  our  Sacrifices  and  efforts  for  realising  thofe 
hopes,  they  were  fcon,  to  our  great  regret,  considerably 
diminifhed.  The  reftlelfnefs  natural  to  the  Tartars,  fomented 
by  infi nuations,  the  fource  of  which  is  not  unknown  to  us, 
caufed  them  eafily  to  fall  into  a  fnare  laid  by  foreign  hands, 
which  had  fowed  amongft  them  the  feeds  of  disturbance  and 
confusion  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  induce  them  to  labour  for 
the  weakening,  and  even  the  total  ruin  of  an  edifice  which 
our  beneficent  cares  had  erected  for  the  happinefs  of  that 
nation,  by  procuring  them  liberty  and  independence,  under 
the  authority  of  a  chief  elected  by  themfelves.  Hardly  was 
their  khan  established  according  to  this  new  form  of  govern- 
ment, before  he  faw  himfelf  deprived  of  all  authority,  and 
even  obliged  to  defert  his  country,  to  give  place  to  an  ufurper, 
who  would  again  subject  the  Tartars  to  the  yoke  of  a  domi- 
nion, from  which  our  beneficence  had  releafed  them.  The 
greater  part  of  them,  as  blind  as  they  were  ignorant,  had 
fubmitted  to  that  ufurper  ;  the  reii,  thinking  themfelves  too 
weak  to  refift,  would  infallibly  have  yielded  to  this  yoke  ;  and 
thus  we  mould  have  loft  the  fruits  of  our  victories,  and  the 
principal  recompence  for  the  facrifices  which  we  willingly 
made  at  the  laft  peace,  if  we  had  not  inftantly  taken  under 
our  immediate  protection  fuch  of  the  well-difpofed  Tartars, 
who.,  prizing  the  blcffings  of  their  new  political  exiftence, 
lamented  their  being  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  ufurper  who  had 
expelled  their  lawful  khan.  By  thus  effectually  protecting 
them,  we  furnifhed  them  with  the  power  and  the  means  of' 
choofing  a  new  khan,  in  the  room  of  Sahib-Gheray,  and  of 
eftabliihing  an  administration  analogous  to  this  ftate  of  affairs. . 
It  was  to  attain  this  end  that  our  military  forces  were  put  in 
motion  ;  that  a  considerable  body  of  our  troops  were  ordered, 
notwithstanding  the  feverity  of  the  feafon,  to  enter  the 
Krimea,  where  they  were  fubfifted  at  our  expence,  and 
obliged  to  exert  the  power  of  our  aimy  for  the  fupport  of  the 
good  caufe,  in  order  to  recall  fuch  of  the  Tartars  as  were 
eftranged  from  it  by  their  revolt.     The  public  is  not  ignorant 

that 
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that  a  rupture  between  Ruflia  and  the  ottoman  porte  had  very 
near  enfued  upon  this  occafion ;  but,  thanks  to  the  divine 
affiftance,  we  difpoled  matters  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the 
ottoman  porte  again  acknowledged  the  independence  of  the 
Tartars,  and  the  validity  of  the  election  of  Schaghin-Gheray, 
their  lawful  fovereign.  Notwithftanding  all  the  inconveniences 
above-mentioned,  as  long  as  we  were  fuftained  and  animated 
by  the  hope  of  re-eftablifhing  the  repofe  neccflary  to  the  ad- 
vantage and  prefervation  of  good  neighbourhood  widi  the  otto- 
man empire,  we  regarded  the  Krimea  according  to  the  tenour 
and  letter  of  the  treaties,  as  a  free  and  independent  country, 
confining  ourfelves  folely  to  appeafing  the  troubles  which  pre- 
vailed amongft  them ;  from  our  love  of  peace  we  found  in 
this  condu6t  a  fufficient  recompence  for  the  great  expences 
incurred  by  it ;  but  we  were  ibon  undeceived  in  this  refpeft 
by  the  frefh  revolt  occafioned  in  the  Krimea  laft  year,  the 
encouragement  of  which  always  flowed  from  the  fame  fource. 
We  have  been  obliged  in  confequence  to  have  recourfe  again 
to  eonfiderable  armaments,  and  to  caufe  troops  to  enter  into 
the  Krimea  and  the  Kuban,  whofe  prefence  is  become  indif- 
penfable  for  maintaining  tranquillity  and  good  order  in  the  ad- 
jacent countries.  The  fad  experience  of  every  day  demon- 
itrates  more  clearly,  that  if  the  fovereignty  of  the  ottoman 
porte  in  the  Krimea  was  a  perpetual  fource  of  difcord  between 
our  two  empires,  the  independence  of  the  Tartars  expofes  us  to 
fubje6ts  of  contention  no  lefs  numerous  and  important,  fince 
the  long  fervitude  to  which  that  people  have  been  accuitomed 
has  rendered  the  greater  part  of  the  individuals  incapable  of 
valuing  the  advantages  of  the  new  fituation  procured  for  them 
by  that  independence  of  which  we  fought  to  give  tiicm  the 
enjoyment ;  and  which,  laying  us  under  the  neceflity  of  being 
always  armed,  occafions  not  only  great  expences,  but  alfo  ex- 
pofes our  troops  to  inevitable  and  continual  fatigues. 

The  efforts  they  made  to  extinguish  the  flame  of  difcord,  in 
fuccouring  the  well-intentioned  of  that  nation,  expofed  them 
to  the  violences  of  the  feditious  and  ill-intentioned  whom  we 

g  g  3  were 
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were  willing  to  leave  unpunifhedj  in  order  to  avoid  evffh  the- 
Jhadowof  an  adtdffovereignty,  folong  as  we  could  cherifh  the 
leaft  hope  of  at  length  reftoring  good  order,  and  preventing  by 
this  means  the  eflential  interests  of  our  empire  from  being  in- 
jured. 

But  to  our  great  regret  all  thefe  meafures,  dictated  folely  by 
©ur  love  of  humanity,  tended  only  to  bring  upon  us  lofles  and 
damages;  which  we  have  the  more  fenfibly  at  heart,  as  they 
affected  our  fubje&s.  The  lofs  in  men  is  not  to  be  appreciated  j 
we  will  not  attempt  to  eftimate  it ;  that  in  money,  according 
to  the  moft  moderate  calculations,  amounts  to  upwards  of 
twelve  millions  of  rubles.  To  thefe  particulars  is  to  be  added 
another  of  the  utmoft  importance,  both  in  its  objeft  and  with 
regard  to  its  confequences  :  we  have  juft  been  informed,  that 
the  porte  has  begun  to  lay  claim  to  the  exercife  of  fovereignty 
in  the  tartar  dominions,  by  fending  one  of  their  officers,  at 
the  head  of  a  detachment  of  troops,  to  the  ifland  of  Taman, 
who  has  even  proceeded  to  caufe  the  officer  to  be  publicly  be- 
headed, who  Was  fent  to  him  by  the  khan  Schaghin-Gheray, 
with  a  commiffion  only  to  inquire  of  him  what  were  the  motive* 
for  his  arrival  in  that  ifland ;  and  what  evidently  proves  the 
nature  of  the  million  of  this  commandant  of  the  troops  is,  that 
he  made  no  difficulty  in  declaring  openly  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Taman,  that  he  looked  upon  them  as  fubje&s  of  the  porte. 
This  decifive,  though  unexpected  ftep,  convincing  us  of  the 
inutility  of  the  facrifices  we  had  made  upon  the  laft  peace, 
annuls  in  confequence  the  engagements  we  had  contracted, 
with  the  fole  intention  of  firmly  ell abliihing  the  freedom  and 
independence  of  the  Tartars,  and  fufficiently  authorizes  ua 
to  enter  again  into  the  enjoyment  of  thofe  rights  which  we  had 
lawfully  acquired  by  conquelt ;  the  more  fo,  as  it  is  the  only 
means  remaining  for  us  to  fecure  hereafter  a  folid  and  per- 
manent peace  between  the  two  empires.  Animated  therefore  ; 
with  a  fincere  defire  of  confirming  and  maintaining  the  laft 
peace  concluded  with  the  porte,  by  preventing  the  continual 
4ifpute«  which  the  affair-*  of  the  Krimea  produced,  our  duty  t» 
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ourfelf,  and  the  prefervarion  of  the  fecurity  of  our  empire, 
equally  demand  our  taking  the  firm  refolution  to  put  an  end, 
once  for  all,  to  the  troubles  in  the  Krimea ;  and  for  this  pur- 
pofe  we  re-unite  to  our  empire  the  peninfula  of  Krimea,  the 
ifland  of  Taman,  and  all  the  Kuban,  as  a  juft  indemnification 
for  the  lofTes  fuftained,  and  the  expences  we  have  been  obliged 
to  incur  in  maintaining  the  peace  and  welfare  of  thefe  territo- 
ries. 

In  declaring  to  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  countries  by  the 
prefent  manifefto,  thatfuch  is  our  imperial  pleafure,  we  promife 
them,  for  us  and  our  fuccefibrs  in  the  imperial  throne  of 
Ruflia,  that  they  fhall  be  treated  upon  an  equality  with  our 
antient  fubjecls ;  and  that,  in  taking  them  under  our  high 
prote&ion,  we  will  defend  againft  all  people  their  perfons, 
their  eftates,  their  temples,  and  the  religion  they  profefsj 
that  they  fhall  enjoy  the  moft  abfolute  liberty  of  confcience, 
without  the  leaft  reftriftion,  in  the  public  exercife  of  their 
worfhip  and  their  ceremonies  ;  and  that  not  only  the  nation 
in  general,  but  alfo  each  individual  in  particular,  fhall  par- 
ticipate in,  all  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  our  antient  fubjects. 
But  we  alfo  expect  from  the  gratitude  of  our  new  fubjefts, 
that,  touched  with  thefe  favours,  they  will  be  fenfible  of  the 
yalue  of  this  fortunate  revolution,  which  removes  them  from 
■a  convulfed  ftate  of  difturbances  and  diifentions  to  one  of  entire 
fecurity  and  perfect  tranquillity  under  the  protection  of  the 
laws ;  and  that,  driving  to  imitate  the  fubmifi'ion,  zeal,  and 
fidelity  of  thofe  who  have  long  had  the  happinefs  of  living 
under  our  government,  they  will  render  themfelyes  worthy  of 
our  imperial  favour,  beneficence,  and  protection.  Given  at 
our  imperial  refidence  of  St.  Peterlburg,  the  8th  of  April,  in 
the  year  of  Grace  1783,  and  in  the  21ft  year  of  our  reign. 

(Signed  with  her  imperial  majcfty's  own  hand) 

CATHARINE,     (L.  S.) 

*G    3 
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No.  II. 


'    Letter  from  the  Empress  of  all  the  Russias  to  hu 
Prussian  Majesty. 

MY  advantageous  fentiments  respecting  the  houfe  of 
Pruflia,  fentiments  of  which  I  have  given  efficacious  proofs, 
permit  me  to  hope  for  the  fame  on  their  part.  I  expect  it  the 
more,  as  I  have  ever  been  convinced  of  their  reciprocal  affec- 
tion. The  war  which  is  preparing  between  the  emperor  of 
the  Romans  and  the  Hollanders  excites  the  immediate  atten- 
tion of  the  cabinet  of  Berlin,  of  which  the  Dutch  endeavoured 
by  all  forts  of  intrigues  to  fecure  the  acceffion.  Your  wifdom 
acknowledges  that  the  pretentions  of  the  emperor  are  equally 
juft  and  moderate.  Nature  herfelf  hath  granted  to  the  auftrian 
Low  Counties  the  ufe  and  advantage  of  the  river  in  difputej 
Auftria  alone,  by  virtue  of  the  law  of  nature  and  nations,  is 
entitled  to  an  exclufive  right  to  the  ufe  of  the  river  in  queftion. 
So  that  the  equity  and  difintereftednefs  of  Jofeph  II.  can  only 
impart  this  right  to  other  people,  it  belonging  exclusively  to 
his  ftates.  The  fentiments  of  Auftria  merit  eiteem  and  at- 
tention ;  but  the  avidity  of  the  Dutch,  and  the  judgment 
which  they  permit  themfelves  to  uffume  on  account  of  the 
treaty  of  Munfter  over  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  are  notorious  and 
blameable  in  every  refpecl. 

Nothing  can  be  alledged  with  foundation  in  favour  of  Hol- 
land, therefore  ftie  merits  not  the  afliftance  of  any  foreign 
power.  The  confequences  which  thefe  republicans  are  draw- 
ing" upon  themfelves  by  their  obftinacy,  muft  be  fubmitted  to 
the  moderation  of  the  emperor  alone.  I  am  firmly  refolved  to 
affift  his  pretentions  with  all  my  land  and  fea-forces  with  as 
much  efficacy  as  if  the  welfare  of  my  own  empire  was  in  agi- 
tation. 
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tation.  I  hope  that  this  declaration  of  my  fentiments  will 
meet  with  the  fuccefs  which  our  reciprocal  friendfhrp  deferves, 
and  which  hath  never  been  interrupted. 

CATHARINE. 


No.  III. 

Manifesto  of  the  Sublime  Porte  againji  Russia,  dated 
the  nth  o/"Zjleade.,  the  Year  1201  (the  2^th  of  Augnjl 

THE  peace  concluded  between  the  Sublime  Porte  and  the 
the  court  of  Ruffia  in  1187  (1774)  was  chiefly  made  for  the 
jepofe  and  tranquillity  of  their  refpe&ive  fubjefts  ;  yet  the 
court  of  Ruflia  has  not  ceafed  to  raife  and  maintain  preten- 
tions capable  of  dilhirbing  the  good  harmony  which  that  peace 
ought  to  procure  :  it  has  even  proceeded  lb  far  as  to  feize  on 
the  Krimea,  a  proceeding  directly  oppolite  to  the  conditions 
agreed  onto  ferve  as  the  foundation  of  the  treaty  of  Kainardgi. 
It  was  ftipulated  in  the  inftrument  then  given  on  both  fides, 
that  there  fhould  be  no  farther  difcuffion  between  the  two  em- 
pires, and  that  they  fhould  enjoy  a  perfecl:  peace.  It  was  fpe- 
cified  in  the  capitulations  that  they  fhould  avoid  for  the  future 
all  intrigue  whatever,  and  all  plots  fecret  or  public  j  yet  me 
court  of  Ruflia  has  raifed  up  prince  Hcraclius,  who  was  fur- 
nifhed  with  a  diploma  of  inveltiture  as  vaffal  of  the  fublime 
porte.  Ruffian  troops  have  been  placed  in  Tifflis ;  they  have 
declared  themfelves  fupreme  over  the  faid  prince,  and  from 
that  moment  the  diforder  in  Georgia  and  our  adjoining  fron- 
tiers has  been  general.  When  we  alledged  that  this  proceed- 
ing was  a  formal  infraction  of  the  treaties,  it  was  maintained 
to  the  contrary.     It  was  exprefsly  agreed  on,  that  the  Otcha- 
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kov  ians  fhould  have  the  free  and  unlimited  extradition  of  th? 
falt-works,  which  always  belonged  to  the  inhabitants  of  that 
frontier ;  yet  they  have  always  met  with  a  number  of  impedi- 
ments, and  experienced  every  fort  of  ill-treatment  from  the 
Ruffians ;  and  when  they  reclaimed  the  execution  of  the  con- 
ventions, the  court  of  Ruffia  has  constantly  refufed  it.     The 
conful  of  that  court  has  feduced  the  voyvode  of  Moldavia,, 
who  has  the  rank  of  a  prince ;  he  favoured  his  flight,  and 
when  the  fublime  porte  reclaimed  him,  the  ruffian  envoy  re- 
plied, his  court  would  not  deliver  him  up  ;  a  refulal  directly 
oppofite  to  the  treaties.     The  ruffian  court  has  fhewn  as  bad 
defigns  by  giving  what  turn  it  pleafed  to  many  fimilar  things. 
It  has  corrupted  fhefubjettsof  the  fublime  porte,  by  eftablifh- 
ing  confuls  in  Valakhia,  Moldavia,  in  ifles  and  places  where 
the  prefence  of  thofe  officers  was  ufelefs,  and  even  prejudicial 
to  the  true  believers.     It  has  invited  to  its  eftntes  the  fubje&s 
of  the  fublime  porte,  and  employed  them  in  its  marine  and 
other  fervices.     It  has  efpecially  entered  into  the  interior  dif- 
pofition  of  our  adminiftration,  by  folliciting  either  the  recall 
or  puniffiment  of  governors,  judges,  vafTals,  and  of  all  the 
officers  not  in  their  intereft,  and  even  of  the  paiha  of  Georgia 
and  the  princefs  of  Valakhia  and  Moldavia.    Every  one  knows 
how  generoully  the  porte  behaved  to  the  ruffian  merchants  : 
—  they  carried  on  their  trade  in  the  ottoman  ftates  with  fafety 
and  liberty,  and  might  go  wherever  they  pleafed ;  for  which 
reafon  we  expected  the  fame  indulgences  for  the  fubjecls  of 
the   fublime  porte.     Such  were  our  conventions  when  the 
ruffian  court  wanted  to  monopolize  all  the  commerce,  and  ex- 
acted a  duty  far  greater  from  the  fubjects  of  the  fublime  porte 
than  from  other  powers.     "When  the  fubjefts.  of  the  fublime 
porte  wanted  to  recover  their  debts  in  the  ruffian  Hates,  they 
met  a  thoufand  bbftacles  ;  not  being  able  to  go  where  they 
required,  they  were  obliged  to  return  without  their  duej  many 
even  have  difappi  ared  without  our  knowing  what  became  of 
t!iem.      When  the    merchant  veffi-ls    of  the  fublime   porte 
requefted,  either  through  iireis  of  weather  or  want  of  water,  or 
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any  other  urgent  neceffity,  to  go  on  board  a  ruffian  fhip,  the 
Ruffians  kept  them  off  with  their  gnus.  They  have  likewife 
fometimes  fired  on  our  vefiels  from  Soghudgiak.  The  court  of 
Rtiffiu  defired  to  underftand  the  article  relating  to  prince  He- 
raclius,  amongft  other  articles  of  a  great  deal  lefs  importance, 
and  gave  notice  in  a  minifterial  manner,  by  its  envoy  to  the 
fublime  porte,  to  furnifh  a  common  inftrument  for  all  thefe 
objects  j  if  not,  it  had  ordered  general  Potcmkin  to  march  to 
our  frontiers  with  fixty  or  feventy  thoufand  men  to  exact  the 
execution  of  all  the  articles,  and  that  the  emprefs  was  to  come 
thither  herfelf.  This  notice  was  an  open  and  formal  declara- 
tion of  war.  The  order  given  to  general  Potemkin  to  repair 
to  our  frontiers,  at  the  head  of  fo  many  troops,  is  analogous  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  Ruffia,  with  regard  to  the 
ufurpation  of  the  Krimea.  If  the  Ruffians  remain  matters  of 
it,  the  porte  cannot  hope  to  continue  in  fecurity  for  the  future, 
and  they  will  always  have  fome  bad  defigns  to  fear.  Thefe 
confiderations  engaged  the  porte  to  ihew  to  the  ruffian  envoy 
the  deffic  they  had  for  the  Krimea  to  be  eftablifhed  on  its  an- 
cient footing,  and  to  make  a  new  treaty  to  cement  friendlhip 
between  the  two  empires.  The  envoy  anfwered,  he  could  not 
make  thefe  proportions  to  his  court,  and  that  if  he  were  to 
do  it,  he  forefaw  no  good  could  refult  from  it.  He  rejected 
or  eluded  the  articles  Avhich  contained  our  complaints,  and 
formally  anfwered,  that  his  court  would  not  renounce  the 
Krimea.  That  for  all  thefe  reafons,  and  others,  either  fecret 
or  public,  which  it  is  impoffible  to  enumerate,  the  fublime 
porte  is  obliged  to  declare  war,  in  confequence  of  which  flic 
has  published  this  manifefto  to  the  refpe&able  court  of  France, 
to  inform  it  of  the  refolution  the  has  taken  to  go  to  war  with 
Ruilia.  The  fublime  portcfubmits  the  motives  herein  contained 
to  die  equity  of  her  friends. 


Manifesto 
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Manifesto  of  the  Court  of  Russia  againjl  the  Sublime 

PoRTE,    dated  P.STERSBU RG,    Scpl.  i$ik,    178.7, 

THE  court  having  received  the  Qfcws  of  the  irnprifopment 
pf  M.  Bulgakof,  mwiifler  pf  Conitanfmople,  and  the  declara-* 
tion  of  war  made  by  the  porte,  can  no  longer  avoid  a  rupture, 
and  in  confequence  has  pubiifhed  a  manitefto>  the  tenor  of 
which  is  as  follows  : 

The  troubles  which  have  inceffautiy  agitated  the  public 
jepofe  and  tranquillity  eftablifhed  between  the  ruffian  empire 
and  the  porte,  by  the  peace  of  Kainardgi,  are  too  recent  to 
require  recapitulation.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  fince  the  con^ 
clulion  of  that  peace,  unto  the  prefent  moment,  the  povte  has 
fhewn,  in  all  her  conduct,  the  mofl  manifeft  want  of  faith, 
and  a  difpofition  to  render  the  eifential  ftipulations  they  made 
ill  u  five. 

Though  the  court  of  Ruffia  is  furnifhed  with  a  multitude  of 
proofs  of  this  truth,  which  ihe  referves  for  a  more  particular 
detail  to  be  pubiifhed  hereafter,  ihe  will  at  prefent  cite  the 
facts,  the  moll  recent,  which  have  brought  on  the  unexpected 
developement  fo  contrary  to  the  pacific  fyltem  which  Ihe  fol- 
lowed moil  willingly  on  all  occafions.  She  flattered  herfelf  to 
have  fixed  an  immoveable  bafis  for  peace  by  the  declaratory 
convention  of  Analy  Cavack,  concluded  in  1779,  by  the 
commerce,  and  in  particular  by  the  tranfaction  reipecling  the 
peninfula  of  the  Krimea,  the  end  of  which  was,  as  then  de- 
monflrated,  not  to  extend  the  frontiers  of  the  empire,  but 
rather  to  terminate  the  diforders  and  depredations  continually 
made  by  the  people  of  the  peninfula,  by  fubjecling  them  to  a 
police  which  would  make  them  refpect  the  laws,  and  keep  up 
harmony  and  good  intelligence  with  the  frontiers  of  both  Hates. 
Such  were  the  fincere  intention  and  views  of  the  court  of  Ruf- 
fia, which  fhe  was  at  great  pains  and  trouble  to  acconrplifh. 

After 
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After  having  reconciled  differences  of  fo  delicate  and  im- 
portant a  nature,  every  thing  feefned  to  promife  a  durable 
peace  ;  but  affairs  were  hardly  thus  happily  cempromiied  and 
adjuited,  on  the  faith  of  treaties  and  engagements  the  moft 
fokmn  and  facred,  when  the  next  turkifh  miniftry,  which 
fucceeded  to  that  under  which  all  thefe  negotiations  had 
paffed,  fhewed  diipofitions  diametrically  contrary  to  their 
fpirit  and  tenor.  Ill-founded  pretenfions  foon  arofe  refpeiStiflg 
the  exportation  of  fait,  which  had  been  granted  by  treaty  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Otchakof.  Ruffian  confuls  were  denied  en- 
trance into  fome  place?  of  their  nomination  ;  and  as  if  it  had 
been  proved  that  obi e£ts  of  this  nature  could  not  fuffice  to 
effecf  the  rupture  in  view,  protect  ion  was  publicly  permitted 
to  the  invafions  of  the  Lefghis  and  Tartars  of  Kuban ;  the 
former  of  which  hcftilely  attacked  the  ftates  of  tzar  Heraclius,  * 
the  acknowledged  vaffal  of  the  emprefs  ;  and  the  latter  pene- 
trated into  the  frontiers  of  Ruflia,  where  they  robbed,  pillaged 
and  carried  off  whatever  was  not  defended  by  the  troops  fta- 
tioned  in  thofe  parts. 

The  emprefs,  conftant  to  her  plan  of  moderation  which  her 
humanity  and  love  of  peace  had  made  her  adopt,  upon  re- 
ceiving the  above  advices,  contented  herfelf  with  calling  upon 
the  turkifh  miniftry  to  refpe<5t  the  treaties,  and  demanding  in 
confequence  fatisfaftion  for  fuch  breaches  of  faith  and  peace  : 
but  all  her  remonftrances  were  fruitlefs,  and  anfwered  with 
arrogance  and  difrefpedf .  In  the  mean  time,  her  principles 
remain  unaltered.  Being  miftrefs  of  her  choice  of  means-,  fhe 
ftill  preferred  once  more  the  way  of  negotiations,  and  laid  open 
to  the  emperor,  her  ally,  the  ftate  of  her  affairs,  and  accepted 
the  good  offer  of  the  king  of  France  to  mediate  between  her- 
felf and  the  porte ;  Ihe  made  her  pretenfions  known  to  them 
both,  and  thefe  monarchs  declared  the  juftice  and  equity  of 
them.  In  fhort,  to  neglecl  nothing  that  might  preferve  fo 
valuable  a  bleffing  as  the  peace  of  her  people,  fhe  took  occa- 
sion, when  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  turkifh  ftates,  during 
the  memorable  journey  which  Ihe  had  but  lately  finifhed,  to 

call 
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call  her  minifter  at  the  porte,  and  examine  him  touching  the 
differences  which  had  arisen,  and  the  means  moft  efficacious 
for  an  accommodation  of  them  all.  In  this  view,  and  in  full 
confidence  of  the  refpeft  which  the  Turks  would  fhew  on  their 
part  for  mutual  and  folemn  engagements  then  fubfifting,  me 
fent  back  her  minifter  to  Conftantinople,  Upon  his  return  he 
was  immediately  fummoned  to  a  conference,  at  which,  in- 
ftead  of  the  points  being  returned  which  were  in  agitation  be- 
fore his  departure,  and  acqxiiefcing  in  the  demands  of  Ruflia, 
.a  new  turn  to  affairs  was  given.,  and  pretenfions  ftarted  j  the 
firft  of  which  was  contrary  to  ftipulations  made  by  treaty,  and 
the  others  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  emprefs,  or  rather 
hurtful  to  the  inter-efts  of  the  empire, 

After  the  turkifh  miniftry  had  thus  broken  through  the 
limits  exprefsly  ftipulated,  they  thought  they  might  then  at 
nnce  take  off  the  maik,  and  have  difcovercd  the  defign  which, 
ki  all  probability,  was  long  harboured,  fince  they  declared  to 
the  ruffian  minifter,  that  the  porte  considered  itfelf  bound 
only  by  the  treaty  of  Kainardgi ;  and  as  the  a6ts  which  fol- 
lowed it  were  but  the  effeft  of  complaifance,  ihe  did  not 
think  herfelf  obliged  to  adhere  to  them  longer  than  fuited  her 
convenience.  A  terra  Avas  fixed  for  receiving  a  categoric  3} 
anfwer  from  the  ruffian  minifter  to  the  demands  and  preten- 
fions communicated  to  him.  The  minifter  protcfted  againft 
the  injuftke,  the  indecency,  and  impoffibility,  in  fp  ffiort  a 
time,  of  complying  with  fuch  a  requifition  ;  he  was  not  heard,, 
not  even  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  complaints  ftated  before  this 
time,  and  for  which  he  had  demanded  fatisfa&ion.  All  that 
he  could  obtain  was  the  promife  of  another  conference,  which 
alfo  took  place,  but  at  which  the  fame  demands  and  pretenr 
fionswere  repeated,  without  adding  any  thing  more  except  a 
Tague  promife  of  the  fatisfa&ion  he  had  demanded- 

When  the  news  of  thefe  two  conferences  came  to  the  em- 
prefs, ihe  did  not  abandon  herfelf  to  the  difcontent  and  re-? 
fentment  which  are  juftifiable  3  fhe  thought  fhe  might  remain 
fpe&atrefs  of  the  attempt  which  a  want  of  delicacy  and  cirT 

cumfpee~tion? 
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«ttmfpe&ion,  fufficiently  common  on  the  part  of  the  turkifh 
roiniftry,  had  made  them  hazard ;  meanwhile  the  fequel  haa 
proved  that  it  was  a  plan  long  formed,  and  going  to  be  put 
immediately  in  execution.  In  thefe  fentiments  her  imperial 
majefty  was  willing  to  crown  all  the  former  proofs  given  of  her 
moderation  and  diftance  in  thought  from  the  confequeneea 
which  fuch  a  critical  lituation  of  affairs  prefaged,  by  fomc 
•ondefcendence  on  her  part  to  certain  of  the  pretentions  of  th« 
porte,  and  for  this  purpofe  orders  were  difpatched  to  prince. 
Potemkin,  when  fuddenly  ihe  learned  that  the  porte,  without 
waiting  for  the  expiration  of  the  term  fixed  by  herfelf,  had 
tfummoned  M.  de  Bulgakof  to  a  conference  on  the  6th  (16th), 
and  after  propofing  to  him  to  ngn  an  ad  by  which  the  treaty  of 
^commerce  and  the  tranfaetion  concerning  the  peninfula  of  ilia. 
Krimea  were  to  be  annulled,  upon  his  refufal  peace  was  de- 
clared to  be  broken,  and  hirafelf  fent  to  the  caftle  of  Seven 
Towers,  where,  in  contempt  of  the  rights  of  nations,  he  re- 
mains a  prifoner  at  this  moment. 

Such  a  proceeding  prefents  every  reflection  that  can  arii* 
#n  the  fubje£t  The  porte  has  thought  fit  to  unite  perfidy 
with  the  moft  intuiting  attack.  She  omits  nothing  to  make 
wanifeit  the  ftrong  defire  that  has  been  long  felt  to  break  * 
peace,  which  was  granted  in  a  manner  the  moft  generous  aiA 
coble,  Provoked  by  a  conduct  fo  offenfive,  the  empreis  feiii 
herfelf  obliged  unwillingly  to  take  up  arms,  as  the  only  means 
remaining  of  maintaining  her  rights,  which  ihe  lias  acquire4 
with  fo  much  lots  of  blood,  and  revenging  her  v/omided  dignity. 
Entirely  innocent  of  all  the  evils  attendant  on  the  war  now- 
ready  to  be  kindled,  ihe  lias  a  right  to-  depend  upon  divine 
protection  and  the  luccours  of  her  friends,  as  alio  upon  the 
devout  prayers  of  all  chriftians,  for  her  triumph  in  a  caufe  of 
Juftice  aiid  feif-  defence. 
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Note  delivered  the  xSth  of  June,  ly  the  Russia^  Ambas* 
sador  at  Stockholm  to  the  Swedish  Ministry. 

IN  confequence  of  the  various  obje&s  oil  which  the  under- 
■written  envoy  extraordinary  and  minifter  plenipotentiary  of 
the  imperial  court  of  Ruflia  has  lately  conferred  with  his  ex- 
cellency count  Oxenftiern,  he  has  now  the  honour  to  prefent 
to  him  a  fuccinct  recapitulation  of  the  fame  in  the  prefent 
note. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  furprife  of  the  emprefs  my 
fovereign,  when  fhe  was  informed  of  the  armaments  carried 
on  in  Sweden,  her  imperial  majefty,  not  feeing  any  juft  mo- 
lives  which  could  occafion  them,  refolved  to  be  filent  as  long 
as  thofe  motions  mould  be  confined  to  the  interior  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  But  being  apprifed  of  the  motives  alledged  by  the 
fenator  count  Oxenftiern  to  the  minifter  of  Denmark,  and 
which  he,  in  confequence  of  the  intimacy  fubfifting  between 
the  two  courts,  communicated  to  the  under-written,  her  im- 
perial majefty  has  refolved  to  break  filence,  and  given  orders 
to  the  under-written  to  enter  into  the  following  explanations 
With  his  Swedifh  majefty's  minifters. 

During  the  twenty-fix  years  of  her  reign,  the  emprefs  has 
never  ceafed  to  give  conftant  teftimonies  to  the  king,  and  to 
the  whole  Swedifh  nation,  of  her  wifli  to  cultivate  the  moft 
perfeft  harmony  and  good  neighbourhood,  fuch  as  at  the  laft 
peace  was  eftablifhed  between  the  two  ftates ;  if,  therefore,  in 
the  midft  of  the  repofe  which  her  empire  enjoyed  from  it* 
other  neighbours,  her  imperial  majefty  has  never  conceived 
the  leaft  idea  of  difturbing  or  altering,  in  any  ihape,  the  order 
of  things,  it  would  be  arguing  againft  every  degree  of  proba- 
bility to  attribute  it  to  her  now,  when  fhe  finds  herfelf  en- 
gaged 
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eageJ  In  a  war  which  has  been  unjuftly  excited  againft  iier  by 
a  powerful  enemy,  and  to  which  fhe  cannot  give  too  much 
attention.  Provoked  in  this  manner  to  difplay  all  the  means 
which  {he  holds  from  Providence,  to  repel  the  attack  of  her 
enemy,  fhe  has  not  failed  to  make  an  amicable  communica- 
tion of  it  to  all  the  chriftian  powers,  and  particularly  obierv- 
ing  this  conduit  when  fhe  refolved  to  arm  a  fleet  to  fend  into 
the  Archipelago  3  which  intention  the  under-written  did,  by 
her  orders,  communicate  to  the  Swedifh  minifters.  All  thefe 
difpofitions  and  preparations  being  therefore  vifibly  and  fingly 
directed  to  the  circumftance  in  which  Ruffia  found  herlelf, 
were  in  no  wile  of  a  nature  to  alarm  any  neighbour  that  did 
not  nourifh  fome  fecret  intention  to  multiply  her  embarralf- 
ments,  and  take  advantage  of  them.  But  admitting  for  a 
moment  that  the  court  of  Ruffia  had  intimated  fuch  defigns, 
that  of  Sweden,  however  contrary  they  are  to  the  faith  of 
treaties  which  bind  them,  found  reafoning,  as  well  as  the 
intereft  of  the  former,  would  have  confined  all  her  mealures 
to  prevent  their  effects,  and  not  to  provoke  them ;  and,  in 
fact,  fuch  as  prudence  dictated,  and  were  adopted,  after  the 
rumours  which  were  fpread  on  all  fides  of  the  armaments 
carrying  on  in  Sweden,  are  reduced  to  a  trifling  reinforce- 
ment of  the  ruffian  troops  in  Finland,  and  the  destination  of 
the  ufual  fquadron  that  annually  cruifes  in  the  Baltic  to  exer- 
cife  the  ftamen ;  a  cuftom  to  which  Sweden  has  never  given 
any  attention,  or  occafioned  any  umbrage.  -^-Neverth clefs, 
her  armaments  were  daily  advancing  and  increafing,  without  the 
court  of  Stockholm  thinking  proper  to  give  any  formal  notice 
of  it  to  the  court  of  Peterfburg  ;  and  then  at  laf*  they  were 
prepared.  The  fenator,  count  von  Oxenftiern,  in  the  name 
of  the  king,  did  not  fail  to  declare  to  the  rrnnifter  of  a  court 
clofely  allied  to  Vienna,  and  confequently,  it  may  be  prefum- 
ed,  not  bound  to  conceal  it  from  us,  that  thofe  preparations 
were  directed  againft  Ruffia,  on  a  fuppofition  that  Sweden  wa3 
threatened  to  be  attacked  by  her. 

In 
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In  this  fiuiation,  the  emprefs,  on  her  fids,  has  as  readily 
ordered  the  under- written  to  declare  to  his  Swedifh  majefty's 
miniftry,  and  to  all  thole  who  have  any  fhare  in  the  admi- 
niftration,  that  her  imperial  raajefty  could  not  give  them  a 
more  folid  proof  of  her  pacific  difpoiitions  towards  them,  and 
of  the  intereft  fhe  takes  in  tlie  prefervation  of  their  tran- 
quillity, than  by  aiTuring  them,  on  her  imperial  word,  that 
all  the  oppofite  intentions  which  fome  might  impute  to  her, 
are  void  of  all  foundation  ;  but  if  alfurances  fo  formal  and  fo 
pofitive,  joined  to  arguments  fo  plain  and  convincing,  are  not 
fufficient  to  reftore  calmnefs  and  tranquillity,  her  imperial 
majefty  is  refolved  to  await  the  event  with  that  confidence 
and  fecurity  which  the  purity  and  innocency  of  her  intention 
afford  her,  as  well  as  the  powerful  means  which  the  Almighty 
has  put  into  her  hands,  and  which  fhe  has  never  employed 
but  for  the  glory  of  her  empire  and  the  happinefs  of  her  fub« 
jecls. 

Stockholm,  June  18,  1788. 

(Signed)       Count  Andre  Razumofsky. 


Answer  of  the  Court   of  Stockholm  to  the  foregoing 

Rescript. 

HIS  majefty  could  not  avoid  being  furprifed  when  he  faw, 
in  the  note  delivered  on  the  18th  of  June,  by  M.  le  comte  de 
Razumofsky,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minifter  plenipoten- 
tiary from  the  court  of  Ruffia,  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
attempted  to  diftinguifh  between  the  king  and  the  nation  ; 
and  the  alfurances  given  by  the  emprefs  of  her  difpofition  in 
their  favour,  and  of  the  intereft  which  fhe  takes  in  the  pre- 
fervation  of  their  tranquillity. 

Although  in  this  language  the  king  recognizes  principles 
©ften  divulged  by  the  court  of  Ruflia  in  other  countries, 
his  majefty  cannot  reconcile  fuch  friendly  fentiments  on  the 
part  of  the  emprefs  with  an  infinuation  that  tends  direftly 
to  draw  a  diftin&ion  between    him  and  his  people ;    and, 

firmly 
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firmly  refolved  never  to  admit  fuch  a  principle,  he  cannot  be- 
lieve that  a  declaration  of  that  nature  was  ordered  to  be  made 
to  him  by  the  conrt  of  Ruffia.     The  king  is  rather  willing  to 
impute  it  to  their  minifter  only,  refiding  at  his  court}  but, 
furprifed  as  well  as  hurt  at  the  language  it  contains,  which  is. 
at  once  irregular  and  hoftiie  to  the  tranquillity  of  his  kingdom, 
he  cannot  after  this  moment  acknowledge  the  comte  de  Ra- 
zumofsky as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minifter  plenipotentiary 
at  his  court,  rcferving  himfelf,  until  his  arrival  in  Finland,  to 
anfwer  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  on  the  other  articles  of  the  de- 
claration, by  his  minifter  at  Peteriburg.     Meanwhile  his  ma-- 
jefty  finds  himfelf  obliged  to  require  the  departure  of  the 
comte  de  Razumofsky,  by  announcing  to  that  minifter  that  he 
can  no  longer  treat  with  him,  as  having  in  his  written  memo- 
rial offended  both  the  principles  of  the  fwedifh  government, 
and  failed  in  the  refpect  that  is  due  to  the  perfon  of  the  king. 
The  attention  wherewith  the  king  has  honoured  this  mi- 
nifter ever  fince  he  knew  him,  ftrongiy  marks  the  regret  felt 
by  his  majefty  in  commanding  his  departure  ;  and  nothing  lefs 
than  the  powerful  reafons,  of  his  dignity  being  perfonally  of- 
fended, and  the  peace  of  his  dominions  rendered  liable  to  be 
difturbed  by  thofe  principles  it  has  notferupled  to  avow,  could 
have  influenced  his  majefty  to  defire  the  removal  of  a  perfon 
who  has  fuch  claims  upon  his  regard,  that,  in  figuifying  Lis 
intentions  to  the  comte  de  Razumofsky,  (whom  he  no  longer 
acknowledges  a  public  minifter), his  majefty  allows  him  a  week 
to  make  the  neceffary  preparations.     The  king  has  alio  given 
orders   for  ihips,  and  every  other  accommodation  that  can 
render  his  paflage.to  St.  Peteriburg  convenient,  that  being 
the  only  mark  of  attention  which  the  prefent  circumftancei. 
leave  it  in  his  power  to  fhew  to  the  comte  de  Razumoisky. 


vol,  m,  H  k  Copy 
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.  v  of  a  Circular  Note  delivered  ly  the  Court  of 
S-.vfden/o  (///  the  foreign  Ministers,  dated  Stockholm 
June  23,  1788. 

WHILE  the  king,  anxious  to 'preferve  a  good  underftand- 
ing  with  all  his  neighbours,  neglected  nothing  in  the  cultiva- 
tion  of  the  fame  with  the  court  of  Rufiia  :  he  has  been  afto- 
niihed  to  obferve  the  little  effect  which  his  fentiments  hare 
produced  on  the  minifter  of  that  power  3  whofe  language,  for 
ibme  months  paft,  in  his  public  conduct,  ftill  appears  to  bear 
the  marks  of  that  fyftem  of  difTcnfion  which  his  predecefibr?. 
tranfmitted  to  him,  and  which  they  have  perpetually  laboured 
to  extend.  The  king  was  always  willing  to  deceive  himfelf 
on  this  point,  and  wilhed  he  could  doubt  the  exiltence  of  the 
efforts  made  by  the  ruffian  envoy,  to  induce  the  fwediih  na- 
tion to  return  to  thole  errors  which  led  it  aftray  during  the 
time  of  anarchy,  and  to  diffeminate  anew,  in' the  heart  of  the 
ftate,  that  antient  fpirit  of  difcord,  which  heaven  and  his 
majefty's  paternal  care  have  happily  extinguifhed ;  till  at 
length  count  Razumofsky,  by  his  note  of  the  iSth  of  June, 
has  extinguished  all  thofe  doubts  the  king  was  ftill  defirous  of 
preferving  on  this  fubjeft.  Amidft  the  declarations  of  the 
emprefs's  friendihip  for  the  king,  with  which  the  note  is 
filled,  this  minifter  has  not  hefitated  to  appeal  to  others  be- 
ftdes  the  king.  He  addreffed  himfelf  to  all  the  members  of 
adminiftration,  as  well  as  to  the  nation  itfelf,  to  allure  them 
of  the  fentiments  of  his  Sovereign,  and  how  much  flie  has 
their  tranquillity  at  heart.  This  Sweden,  however,  derives1 
folely  from  its  proper  union  3  and  the  king  could  not  but  fee, 
with  the  greateft  furprife,  a  declaration  expreffed  in  fuch 
terms,  difcerning  therein  but  too  much  of  the  policy  and  lan- 
guage ufed  by  that  minifter's  predeceffors  ;  who,  not  content 
with  fowing  diviiions  among  his  majefty's  fubjecls,  wanted 
to  fet   up  other  authorities  in  oppoiition  to  the  legitimate 

power, 
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power,  and  to  undermine  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  king- 
dom, by  calling  in  aid  of  their  aifertions  witneffes  which  the 
form  of  government  cannot  recognize.  It  was  in  vain  that 
his  majefty  fought  to  reconcile  the  alTurances  of  the  friendfhip 
of  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  on  one  fide,  with  the  appeal  to  the 
fubjecls  of  Sweden  on  the  other.  Every  minifter  being 
charged  to  declare  the  fentiments  of  his  mafter,  ought  not, 
nor  can  announce  to  them  any  other  than  the  fovereign  by 
whom  his  credentials  have  been  accepted.  All  other  autho- 
rity is  unknown  to  him,  and  every  ©the?  witnefs  fuperfluous. 
Such  is  the  law,  fuchis  the  conftant  practice  in  all  the  courts 
of  Europe,  and  this  rule  has  never  ceafed  to  be  cbferved,'  un- 
lefs  when  by  captious  infinuations  the  only  aim  has  been  (as 
heretofore  in  Sweden)  to  embroil  matters,  to  confound  every 
thing,  and  again  to  fet  up  thofe  barriers  which  form  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  nation  and  their  foverejgn.  Thus  hurt, 
in  a  way  moft  nearly  affecting  his  dignity,  and  no  longer 
hearing  from  count  Razumofsky  the  language  of  a  minifter, 
hitherto  charged  to  convey  the  friendly  fentiments  of  the 
emprefs ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  unable  to  conceive,  that  ex* 
preffions  fo  contrary  to  the  fundamental  law3  of  Sweden, 
and  which,  by  dividing  the  king  and  the  ftatc,  would  render 
every  fubjcct  culpable,  were  prefcribed  to  him,  the  king 
choofes  rather  to  attribute  them  to  the  private  fentiments  of  the 
ruffian  minifter,  of  which  he  has  given  fufficient  indication, 
than  to  the  orders  of  his  court.  In  the  mean  time,  after 
what  has  palled,  after  declarations  as  contrary  to  the  happinefs 
of  the  kingdom  as  to  the  laws  and  refpect  due  to  the  king, 
his  majefty  can  no  longer  confider  count  Razumofsky  in  the 
,  Quality  of  a  minifter,  and  finds  himfelf  obliged  to  require  his 
departure  from  Sweden,  confiding  to  his  ambaflador  at  the  court 
of  Ruilia  the  anfwer  to  the  other  points  which  have  been  juft, 
communicated. 

Nothing  lefs  than  fo  direct  an  attack  on  the  dignity  of  the 
king,  on  the  part  of  count  Razumofsky,  could  induce 
Ids  majefty  to  Lnfift  on  the  departure  of  one,  whom  he  has 

h  h  %  honoured 
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honoured  with  particular  regard.  But  feeing  himfelf  reduced 
to  fuch  neceffity  with  regret,  his  majefty  in  confequence  of 
his  former  good-will  has  endeavoured  to  foften  the  difagree- 
able  nature  of  this  event,  by  the  care  he  takes  in  regard  to 
count  Razumofsky's  departure,  and  by  the  attention  that  will 
be  paid  to  the  time,  and  to  his  accommodation  in  his  voyage 
to  St.  Peter  iburg. 

His  majefty,  wiflfing  that  the  diplomatic  body  mould  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  foregoing  occurrences,  the  fenator  count 
Oxenftiern  has  the  Honour  of  communicating  the  fame. 

(Signed)  Oxenstiern. 

Declaration  of  the  Empress  of  all  the  Russias,  again/1 
the  King  of  Sweden,  June  30,  17SS. 

IT  was  towards  the  end  of  the  laft  winter  that  the  arma- 
ments by  fea  and  land  began  to  lhew  themfelves  in  Sweden. — 
Whiipers  were  purpofely  circulated  in  the  kingdom,  as  if 
Ruflia  meditated  an  attack.  In  proportion  as  thefe  prepara- 
tions advanced,  and  as  it  was  believed  they  had  made  an  im- 
prcfhon  on  fome  national  fpirits,  the  cabinet  of  Stockholm 
began  to  extend  rumours  of  the  fame  kind,  even  to  foreign 
courts.  The  emprefs  has  the  fatisfaction  to  leai"n  that  thefe 
infinuations  have  every  where  failed  of  their  aim.  In  truth, 
the  courts  of  Europe  are  too  enlightened  to  believe  that  Ruf- 
lia, after  having  for  fo  long  a  time  maintained  a  pacific  fyflem 
in  regard  to  Sweden,  had  chofen  to  depart  from  it  in  the  mo- 
ment when  fhe  was  engaged  in  a  war  fo  ferious  as  that  in  which 
the  ottoman  porte  had  involved  her. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  emprefs,  attentive  to  every  thing 
which  pailed  in  a  place  fo  adjacent  to  her  territories,  judgecf 
it  neceifary,  on  the  information  and  advice  wliich  the  re- 
ceived, .  not  to  negleft  to  take  meafures  of  precaution.  But, 
anxious  to  avoid  every  thing  which  might  give  umbrage  or 
excite  alarm,  ihe  contented  herlelf  with  ordering  to  Finland 
a  flight  reinforcement  of  troops  and  with  eftablifhing  in 
.    .,  2  ,  ■>  this 
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this  province  magazines  proportioned  to  their  number,  and 
indifpenfably  necelfary  to  their  fubfiftence.  In  fine,  repofing 
on  the  innocence  and  rectitude  of  her  intentions,  on  the  re- 
ligious obfervance  of  the  perpetual  treaty  fubfifting  between 
the  empire  of  Ruffia  and  the  kingdom  of  Sweden;  and  above- 
all,  not  knowing  of  any  one  fubject  of  difcuflion,  open  or 
concealed,  between  the  two  courts  —  the  amicable  correfpon- 
dence,  on  the  contrary,  continuing  as  ufual  between  them  — 
me  had  undoubtedly  every  right  to  think,  that,  great  as  might 
be  the  ambition,  the  uneafinefs,  and  the  envy  of  the  imperial 
powers,  the  true  motives  that  could  impel  the  fwedilh  mo- 
narch to  make  war  on  her  muft  be  reprefied  by  the  refpect 
of  good  faith,  which  ought  to  actuate  the  hearts  of  ibvereigns 
even  more  than  of  other  men ;  by  the  impoffibility  of  giving 
any  colour  of  equity  to  the  fcope  which  he  wiihed  to  give  to 
his  pailions  ;  and,  in  fine,  by  the  obftacle,  equally  ftrong,  that 
of  the  folemn  compact  he  had  made  with  his  people,  not  to 
undertake  any  war  without  alfembling,  confuting,  and  ob- 
taining the  confent  of  his  fubjects. 

Nothing  could  prove  more  effectually  the  falisfaction 
which  fhould  have  been  placed  in  her  imperial  majefty's  vari- 
ous aflurances,  than  the  refolution  which  fhe  took  of  detach- 
ing from  the  fleet  deftined  for  the  Archipelago. a  fquadron  of 
only  three  fhips,  which  fhe  fent  to  fea  in  the  beginning  of 
this  month,  notwithstanding  the  pofitive  advices  fhe  had  of 
all  the  fwedifh  fleet  being  cruifmg  in  the  Baltic.  Thefe  fhips, 
three  days  after  their  departure  from  the  port  of  Cr.onftadt,  fell 
in,  off  the  ifle  of  Dago, with  the  fwedilh  fleet,  which  detached 
a  frigate,  (he  captain  of  which  came  aboard  of  the  fhip  of  the 
vice-admiral  Vanderieer,  who  commanded  this  little  fqua- 
dron. The  captain  of  the  frigate  announced  to  the  vice- 
admiral  the  prefence  of  the  duke  of  Sudermania,  the  king's. 
brother,  the  commander  of  the  fwedilh  flevt.  and  required 
the  falute.  The  vice-admiral  replied,  that  by  the  17th  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  of  Abo,  no  falute  could  take  place  between 
the  ruffian   and  fwedifh  fleets ;  but  that  reipetting,   in  the 

h  h  3  perfon 
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peffon  of  the  duke  of  Sudermania,  the  coufm-gerrnan  of  the 
emprefs  and  the  brother  of  the  king  of  Sweden,  he  had  no 
difficulty  in  rendering  to  thefe  diftin6tions  all  the  honours 
that  were  due.  Ke  then  ordered  a  falute  with  thirteen  guns, 
and  fent  an  officer  on  board  the  duke's  fhip  to  pay  his  com- 
pliments, and  to  announce  to  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  it 
Was  to  his  perfon  only  that  the  honours  were  addr'effed.  The-, 
anfwer  of  the  duke  of  Sudermania  was,  that  although  he  was 
not  ignorant  of  the  tenor  of  the  convention  made  between  the 
courts  of  Sweden  and  Kuffia,  in  regard  to  the  falute,  he  would 
jlot  accept  of  that  which  was  to  be  rendered,  xmlefs  it  was 
given  to  the  fwedifh  flag,  as  he  had  received  the  moft  preeife 
orders  from  the  king  his  brother  to  make  that  flag  refpefted 
in  every  place,  and  on  ever)-'  cccalion. 

The  emprefs  had  hardly  time  to  make  her  complaints  on 
the  injustice  and  irregularity  of  this  proceeding  to  the  court 
of  Stockholm,  when  fhe  was  informed  of  that  other,  fiill 
Sefs  expected,  of  the  difmiffion  of  her  minifter  from  the  fwv.- 
difh  court  and  territories.  The  pretended  reafons  of  this 
meafure  are  expofed  in  the  declaration  of  the  king  made  to 
the  minifters  of  foreign  courts.  Thefe  reafons  are  not  calcu- 
lated to  impofe  on  the  moft  unenlightened,  and  they  there- 
fore require  no  anfwer  3  one  obfervation,  however,  cannot 
be  avoided,  that  it  is  the.  firft  example  of  the  kind  by  which  a 
foyereign  affured  his  fubjefts  of  the  pacific  and  benevolent 
fentiments  he  entertained  towards  them. 

In  the  mean  time  the  emprefs,  refolved  to  continue  to 
the  laft  in  the  principle  of  moderation  fhe  had  profelTVd, 
confined  her  refentment  of  this  proceeding  to  the  retalia- 
tion which  fhe  was  naturally  authorifed  to  ufe  in  regard  fa 
the  minifter  of  the  king  of  Sweden.  She  fignified  to  him. 
1p  quit  her  court  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time  which  had  been 
Axed  for  her  minifter  at  Stockholm.  The  only  difference 
in.  the  proceeding  was,  that  all  falfe  and  infidious  imputa- 
tion was   carefully  avoided. — This  difference  has  been  efta-: 

bliihed  and  demon ftrated  indeed  by  the  good  faith  which  has 

accom* 
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accompanied  the  caufc  of  the  emprefs,  and  the  breach  of 
faith  which  has  marked  the  \yliple  conduct  of  the  king  of 
Sweden. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  fcenes  which  threatened  an  almorr. 
inevitable  war,  the  emprefs  was  pleafed  to  cherifh  hopes  t h : •  t 
the  amicable  explanations  which  the  fwedifh  monarch  had 
himfelf  promifed  the  foreign  powers,  might  yet  tend  to  pre- 
fer vc  the  good  harmony  and  neighbourhood,  which  no  one 
ic.ifou  of  ftate  on  eitlier  tide  had  a  tendency  to  interrupt. 
But  this  hope  is  totally  vaniihed.  She  learns  that  on  the  2  ill 
or  2 2d  of  this  month  the  troops  of  the  king  of  Sweden,  having 
fallen  haftily  on  the  frontiers  of  Ruffia,  have  carried  off  the 
money  depoiited  in  feveral  cuftom-houfes,  have  penetrated 
to  the  environs  of  Nieflat,  and  have  even  opened  the  fiege  of 
its  caftle. 

It  is  by  a  feries  of  violent  proceedings  (of  which  every  one 
infringes  on  the  rights  the  moft  generally  received  among 
civilized  nations)  that  the  king  of  Sweden,  without  having 
complained  of  one  grievance  againft  Ruffia,  has  at  length 
pulhed  to  the  uttermoft  the  moderation  of  the  emprefs,  and 
has  obliged  her  to  have  recourfe  to  the  only  remedy  which  is 
1,  ft  her,  of  repelling  force  by. force.  It  is  with  regret  that  ihe 
iifues  her  orders  to  the  commanders  of  her  forces  by  land  and 
fea.  In  making  known  this  reiolution,  as  well  as  the  motives 
that  have  provoked  her  to  it,  to  the  friendly  powers,  flic  protefts 
io  them,  that  the  king  of  Sweden  is  alone  rcfponhble  to  God, 
to  the  world,  and  to  his  own  people,  for  all  the  calamities  to 
which  his  ambition  and  iivjuitice  may  give  rife. 


Exhortation  of  the  King  of  Sweden  to  his  Subjects. 

We  Gufiavus,  by  the  grace  cf  God  king  of  Sweden,  of  the 
Goths  and  Vandals,  to  all  our  faithful  fubjeefs  health  !  com- 
mending  them  to  the  care  of  the  Almighty,  with  our  favour 
and  particular  good-will. 

11  h  4  Seeing 
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Seeing  curfelves  again  attacked  by  enemies  on  another  fide 
of  our  kingdom,  and  obliged  to  arm,  in  order  to  defend  our 
ftates  and  the  independence  of  our  dear  country,  no  lefs  than 
your  lives,  your  property,  your  liberties,  and  your  welfare, 
we  doubt  not  that  our  dear  fubje&s  will  with  the  arms  affume 
the  courage  of  their  anceflors,  with  firmnefs  and  unanimity 
to  repulfe  the  enterprifes  of  our  enemies  —  more  efpecially  as 
ourfelf  fliall  ftt  them  the  example,  like  our  illuftrious  pre- 
deceflbrs,  to  defend,  to  the  very  laft  man,  the  independence 
of  a  kingdom,  that  boafts  fo  remote  an  antiquity.  Never- 
thelefs,  we  muft  not  conceal  from  you,  my  fubje&s,  all  the 
means  which  the  enemy  wi flies  to  employ,  in  order  to  fub- 
jugate  a  people,  whofe  valour  they  have  often  experienced  to 
their  detriment. 

As  they  cannot  hope  to  effect,  our  common  rain  fclely  by 
open  force,  they  are  ftriving  to  excite  difcord,  as  well  among 
yourfelves,  as  between  you  and  us,  fomenting  jealoufies  by 
fecret  intrigues,  and  provoking  quarrels,  in  the  fullperfuafion 
that  a  fwedifh  king,  united  with  the  fwedifh  nation,  could 
not  eafily  be  brought  under  their  yoke.     We  exhort  you, 
then,  in  the  name  of  the  Almighty  God,  as  the  true  and  only 
defender  of  kings  and  ftates,  that  you  will  not  liften  to  trea- 
cherous infinuations,  but  that  you  will  conftantly  perfevere  in 
the  fidelity  which  we  have  a  right  to  expect  from  you,  and 
which,  during  fixteen  years  of  our  reign,  we  have  no  lefs  ex- 
perienced than  delerved.     We  have  alfo  to  give  you  the  happy 
information,  that  the  principal  powers  in  Europe  now  in  al- 
liance with  each  other,  which  intereft  themfelves  in  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  fwedifh  nation,  are  at  this  prefent  moment 
endeavouring  to  accomplifh  our  wiflies  in  the  reftoration  of 
peace  ;  which  we  hope,  with  the  help  of  the  Almighty,  will, 
by  our  joint  efforts,  foon  be  eflablilhed.     We  truft,  that  fo 
foon  as  that  falutary  end  fliall  be  attained,  we  fliall  have  the 
fatisfaction  to  meet  our  fubjedts,  united  in  the  ftricteft  bonds 
of  concord,  in  a  general  diet   of  the  ftates,  where  we  may 
offer  up  our  thankfgivings  to  the  Supreme  Being,  for  his  pro- 
tection 
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te&ion  vouchfafed  to  us,  and  to  our  kingdom.  In  the  mean- 
while, we  recommend  you  to  his  all-powerful  hand  :  and  we 
remain  in  the  utmoft  affection  towards  you  all,  of  whatsoever 
rank,  with  all.  our  royal  favour  and  good-will. 

(Signed)  GUSTAVUS. 

Done  at  Carlrtadt,  Sept.  26,  1788. 
(and  lower) 

Herm.  von  Laastbone. 


Declaration,    and    Counter-Declaration,   let-ween 
Denmark  and  Sweden. 

declaration. 

HIS  danifh  majefty  has  ordered  the  under-figned  to  declare, 
that  although  he  complies  with  the  treaty  between  the  courts 
of  Petersburg  and  Copenhagen,  in  furnilhing  the  former  with 
the  number  of  Ships  and  troops  ftipulated  by  feveral  treaties, 
and  particularly  that  of  17  81  ;  he  yet  considers  himfelf  in  per- 
fect amity  and  peace  with  his  fwedifh  majefty  :  which  friend- 
ship fhall  not  be  interrupted,  although  the  fwedifh  arms  Should 
prove  victorious,  either  in  repulfing,  defeating,  or  taking  pri- 
soners the  danifh  trooos  now  in  the  fwedifh  territories,  acting 
as  ruffian  auxiliaries  under  ruffian  flags.  Nor  does  he  con- 
ceive that  his  fwedifh  majefty  has  the  leaft  ground  to  com- 
plain, fo  long  as  the  danifh  fhips  and  troops  now  acting 
againft  Sweden  do  not  exceed  the  number  ftipulated  by  treaty ; 
and  it  is  his  earneft  deftre,  that  all  friendly  and  commercial 
intercourfe  between  the  two  nations,  and  the  good  under- 
Standing  between  the  courts  of  Stockholm  and  Copenhagen, 
remain  inviolably  as  heretofore. 

(Signed)  Count  de  Bernstorf. 

Delivered  to  the  baron  de  Sprengporten,  his  fwedifh  ma- 
jesty's minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Copenha- 
gen, Sept.  23,  1788. 

COUNTER- 
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COUNTER-DECLARATION. 

THE  declaratory  note  delivered  by  the  count  Eernftorf  to 
the  under-figned,  in,  which  his  danifh  majefty  conceives  that 
his  iwedifh  majefty  cannot  have  any  ground  of  complaint,  as 
long  as  the  danifh' {hips  and  troops  merely  a&  as  auxiliaries  to 
Ruflia,  is  a  doctrine  which  his  Iwedifh  majefty  cannot  alto- 
gether reconcile  with  the  law  of  nations  and  rights  of  fove- 
reigns,  and  againft  which  his  majefty  has  ordered  the  under- 
signed to  nroteft. 

Neverthelefs,  to  prevent  an  eiTufion  of  blood  between  the 
fubjects  of  the  two  kingdoms,  and  particularly  at  the  moment; 
when  a  negotiation  has  began  to  reftore  perfect,  peace  and 
tranquillity  in  the  north  of  Europe,  which  affords  a  pleating 
pvotpeiSt  of  a  general  pacification;  his  iwedifh  majefty,  from 
motives  of  a  love  of  peace,  waves  entering  into  a  Speculative, 
difcuffion,  whether  or  not  there  be  a  caufe  or  ground  of 
complaint,  on  his  fide,  and  rells  perfectly  fatisfied  with  the 
aifurances  contained  in  his  danifh  majefty's  declaration,  that 
his  danifh  majefty  has  no  ho  Mile  views  againft  Sweden,  and 
that  the  friendly  and  commercial  inte]  between   the 

ejects  of  both  kingdoms,  and  the  good  u  anding  be- 

tween the  two  courts,  fliall  remain  uninU    • 

His  fwedifh  majefty  puts  the   ftrongeft  faith  and    mmoft 
confidence  in   what   Mr.    Elliot,    envoy    e  ..nary   and 

minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  britannic  man &y,  has  repre- 
prefented  to  him  on  this  important  occafion 

His  majefty,  therefore,  to  prevent  the  horror  of  war,  and 
the  calamities  impending  over  the  two  nations ;  anxious  to 
behold  peace  and  union  rcilored  between  them  ;  embraces. 
with  fatisfaction  his  danifh  majefty's  declaration,  and  parti- 
cularly as  it  will  facilitate  the  negotiation  for  a  general  peace 
■which  is  happily  begun  through  the  mediation  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  Holland,  and  Prufila,  and  the  good  fuccefs  of  which. 
is  the  greater!:  object;  of  his  majefty's  ambition,  and  which  his 
hjajefty  has  fully  declared  to  the  aforefaid  Mr.  Elliot,  pro- 
vided the  defeating  of  the  ruffian  auxiliaries  be  riot  considered 

a  3 
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as  hoftilities  againft  his  daniih  majefty,  agreeably  to  the  de- 
claration delivered  by  count  Bcrnftorf. 

(Signed)         Karon  de  Sfrengporten. 
Dated  Stockholm,  October  6,   17 S3,  and  delivered  to  the 
Count  Eernftcrf  at  Copenhagen. 


Copy  of  a  Declaration  delivered  to  the  Confederated.  State? 
of  Poland  by  the  PruJJian  Minijler  at  Warsaw,  dated 
October  12,   1788.,  on   the  Subject  of  an  intended  Alliens! 

'   between  Russia  and  Poland. 

IF  the  projected  alliance  between  Ruflia  and  Poland  has 
for  its  firft  object  the  confervation  of  the  itates  of  Poland,  the 
king  does  not  fee  the  neceility  or  utility  of  it,  becaufe  the 
fafety  of  Poland  is  fufHcjently  guaranteed  by  the  laft  trestles. 
It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  Ruftia, 
or  her  ally  the  emperor  of  Germany,  would  infringe  theirs. 
It  mull  then  be  fuppofed  the  king  has  fuch  a  defign  3  and,  in 
confluence,  this  alliance  is  directed  againft  him. 

Thus  the  king  cannot  but  object  and  proteft  folemnly 
againft  the  faid  alliance,  as  tending  to  break  the  good  har- 
mony eftabliihed  between  Pruifia  and  Poland  by  the  molt  ib- 
lemn  treaties. 

If,  in  the  feeond  place,  this  alliance  be  directed  againft  the 
common  enemy,  and  if  under  this  qualification  be  included 
the  ottoman  porte;  the  king,  out  of  friendfhip  for  the  re- 
public of  Poland,  cannot  but  reprefent,  that  the  porte  having 
always  religiouily  obferved  the  peace  of  Carlowitz  j  and  that 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  the:  prefent  war  they  have  carefully 
avoided  the  ftates  of  the  republic,  there  will  infallibly  refult 
the  molt  dangerous  confequences,  as  well  for  the  ftates  of  the 
republic,  as  for  thofe  of  his  prufnan  majefty  which  are  next 
adjoining,  if  Poland  contract  alliances  which  authorize  the 
porte  to  regard  Poland  as  an  enemy."  Every  loyal  and  en- 
lightened citizen  of  Poland  will  fee  at  once  how  difficult  and 

impoflible 
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impoffible  it  will  be  to  defend  his  country  againft  an  enemy  fo 
near,  fo  formidable,  and  fo  reftlefs. 

The  king  cannot  then  be  indifferent  to  the  projecl  of  an  al- 
liance, which  menaces  not  only  the  greater!:  danger  towards  the 
republic,  but  to  his  own  ftates,  and  which  will  infallibly  ex- 
tend farther  the  flames  of  war,  already  too  general. 

The  king  finds  nothing  to  object  againft  the  republic  of 
Poland's  augmenting  its  army,  and  putting  its  forces  in  a  re- 
fpeftable  ftate.  But  he  leaves  to  the  confidcration  of  the  good 
citizens  of  Poland,  jfj  in  each  augmentation  of  the  army  of 
Poland,  a  power  is  not  given  to  engage  the  republic  in  a  war 
which  is  ablblutely  foreign  to  it,  and  confequently  leading  to 
grievous  confequences.  The  king  is  flattered,  that  his  majefty 
the  king  of  Poland,  and  the  ftates  of  the  ferene  republic  af- 
fembled  in  the  prefent  diet,  will  take  into  mature  delibera- 
tion all  that  his  majefty  now  reprefents,  in  the  way  and  through 
motives  of  the  moft  fincere  friendlhip,  and  for  the  true  welfare 
and  common  intereft  of  the  two  ftates,  fo  ciofely  united  by 
the  indiffoluble  ties  of  a  perpetual  alliance. 

His  majefty  alfo  hopes,  that  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of 
Ruflia  will  not  refufe  her  approbation  to  motives  fo  juft,  and 
fo  conformable  to  the  welfare  of  the  polifh  nation  }  and  he 
cxpe&s  alfo  with  confidence,  from  one  part  and  the  other, 
that  they  defift  from  the  projeA  of  an  alliance  fo  little  necef- 
fary,  but  always  fo  dangerous  for  Poland.  It  is  in  this  hope, 
that  his  majefty  invites  all  the  true  patriots  and  good  citizens 
of  Poland  to  unite  with  him,  to  prevent,  by  their  union  and 
wife  meafurcs,  the  imminent  danger  with  which  their  coun- 
try is  menaced.  And  they  may  depend,  that  his  majefty  will 
grant  them  the  neceffary  afliftance,  and  the  moft  powerful 
fuccours,  for  maintaining  the  independence,  liberty,  and 
iecurity  of  Poland. 

Given  at  Warfaw,  the  12th  of  October  1788. 

Louis  deBuckholtz. 

Answer 
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Answer  of  the  Diet  at  Warsaw  to  the  King  of 
Prussia's  Declaration. 


THE  under-figned,  by  the  exprefs  orders  of  the  king  and 
the  confederate  Rates  of  the  diet,  has  the  honour  to  tranfmit 
to  M.  de  Buckholtz  the  following  aufwer  : 

The  reading  of  the  faid  declaration  of  his  prufiian  majefty, 
in  a  full  council,  on  the  13th,  has  imprefied  the  ftates  alfem- 
bled  with  a  lively  fenfe  of  the  generous  manner  in  which  the 
king  has  acted  as  a  friend  and  neighbour,  in  alluring  to  Poland 
the  fafety  of  its  pofleffions. 

The  project  of  an  alliance  between  Ruffia  and  Poland,  not 
having  been  propofed  either  to  the  permanent  council,  or  to 
the  diet  when  free,  and  afterwards  confederated,  is  not  there- 
fore an  object  of  the  act  of  union,  which  leads  the  bufmefs  of 
the  diet,  conformably  to  the  general  will  of  the  nation  ;  and 
the  propofitions  coming  from  the  throne  refpecting  the  aug- 
mentation of  imports,  and  the  military  of  the  republic,  are 
not  in  the  fyftem  of  an  offenfive  force,  but  folely  for  defend- 
ing and  preferving  its  poifellions  and  its  free  government. 

If  in  the  already  determined  proceeding  the  ftates  affem- 
bled  receive  a  proportion  and  a  proje£t  of  an  alliance,  the  re- 
public, being  held  by  the  fame  nature  of  a  diet,  in  fo  public 
a  ftep  will  never  veil  its  proceedings,  but  acl  conformably  to 
the  independence  of  its  fovereignty,  to  the  rules  of  prudence, 
to  the  facred  principles  of  public  faith,  and  to  the  deference 
due  to  the  friendly  fentiments  of  his  majefty  the  king  of 
Pruflia. 

The  general  will,  ever  right  and  ever  public,  forming  the 
fpirit  of  the  deliberations  of  the  prefent  diet,  the  ftates  aflem- 
bled  unanimouily  make  it  their  with  to  fix  in  the  opinion  of 

his 
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Iiis  praffian  majefty  an  advantageous  idea  of  their  under- 
standings, and  their  patriotifm. 

(Signed) 
Stanislaus  Nalzel  Malachofsky, 
Referendary  of  the  crown,  marfhal  of  the  diet,  and  of 
the  confederation  of  the  crown. 
(Signed)  Casimir  Prince  Sapieha, 

General   of  artillery  of  Lithuania,  marfhal  of  the  con- 
federation of  the  grand  duchy  of  Lithuania. 
U'arfaw,  Oct.  20th,  1788. 


No.  V. 

Articles  of  the  Quadruple  Alliance   letiveen  Russia  , 
Austria,  France,  awe?  Spain. 

I.  THAT  in  cafe  any  of  the  parties  are  attacked,  by  fca  or 
land,  the  other  three  ihall  defend  with  money,  forces,  or 
ihipping. 

II.  The  treaties  of  1 748,  175.3,  2756,  the  Bourbon  Family 
Compart  in  1761,  and  the  Convention  between  Auftria  and 
Ruffia  in  1787,  ihall  be  in  full  force. 

III.  Their  moll  chriftian  and  catholic  majefties  oblige 
themfelves  to  obferve  the  ftrirtdft  neutrality  in  the  prefent  war 
with  the  Turks.  But  in  cafe  the  emperor  mould  be  attacked 
by  any  other  power,  the  french  king  is  to  furniih  him  thirfy 
thoufand  men,  or  an  equivalent  in  money,  on  demand.  And 
in  cafe  the  french  king  is  attacked,  the  emperor  is  to  furnim 
the  like  fuccours. 

IV.  The  king  of  Spain  agrees,  on  his  part,  to  the  aforefaid 
third  article,  as  the  emperor  alfo  does  toward  the  king  of 
Spain. 

V.  If  the  emprefs  of  Ruilia  mould  be  attacked  in  the  pre- 
fent  war  with  the  Turk?,  his  molt  chriftian  majefty  engages 

to 
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to  afiift  her  with  eight  fhips  of  the  line  and  iix  frigates  5  and 
his  catholic  maiefty  is  to  furniih  the  like  fuccours  ;  the  em- 
prefs  of  Rufiia  binding  herfelf  to  furniih  either  or  both  powers 
with  an  equal  allitiance,  in  cafe  any  attack  be  made  011 
them. 

VI.  The  treaty  of  commerce  between  France  and  Rufiia, 
made  in  1787,  fhall  be  in  full  force,  and  a  limilar  treaty  be 
figned  by  Rufiia  and  Spain. 

Y!I.  The  treaty  of  1761,  between  France  and  Spain  to  be 
in  full  force. 

VIII.  Though  this  treaty  is  to  be  purely  defensive,  the 
parties  agree,  that  if  any  of  them  are  attacked,  the  other 
three  fhall  not  make  peace,  until  the  province  which  is  in- 
vaded is  reftored  back  in  the  fame  ftate  it  was  before  attacked. 

IXi  Whenever  any  of  the  parties  mail,  by  their  ambaf- 
fadors,  demand  llipulated  fuccours,  the  faid  ambaifadors  fliall 
be  reciprocally  admitted  into  the  councils  of  war,  and  deliberate 
upon  and  fettle  whatever  may  be  moll  advantageous  to  the 
four  contracting  parties  ;  and  the  auxiliary  fuccours  are  to  be 
augmented  as  events  may  require. 

X.  The  high  contracting  parties  fhall  have  liberty  to  invite 
fuch  other  powers  to  accede  to  the  p  relent  treaty  as  they  may 
think  proper. 

XI.  Denmark,  as  an  ally  of  Rufiia,  fliall  be  fpecially  in- 
vited to  accede  thereto. 


No.  VI. 

Treaty  of  Peace  concluded  letween  the  King  o/'Svpedw* 
and  (he  Empress  of  all  the  Russias. 

In  the  name  of  the  holy  and  undivided  trinity  ! 
HIS  majefty  the  king  of  Sweden,  and  her  majefty  the  em- 
jprefs  of  all  the  Ruflias,  equally  defhous  of -putting  an  end  to 

the 
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the  war  which  had  unhappily  broke  out  between  them,  and 
to  re-eftabliih  the  friendihip,  harmony,  and  good  neighbour- 
hood which  have  long  fubfifted  between  their  refpe&ive  dates 
and  countries,  have  reciprocally  communicated  to  each  other 
their  pacific  intentions  ;  and  with  a  view  to  realize  them,  they 
have  appointed  and  authorized,  viz.  his  majefty  the  king  of 
Sweden,  the  fieur  Guftavus  von  Armfeldt,  baron  of  Voren- 
tatha,  &c.  and  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Rullias,  the 
iieur  Odio  Henry  von  Igelftrcem,  lieutenant-general  of  her 
armies,  &c.  who,  after  having  communicated  to  each  other 
their  foil  powers,  and  found  them  duly  authorized,  and  in  pro- 
per form,  and  having  mutually  exchanged  them,  have  agreed 
on  the  following  articles : 

I.  There  fhall  be  henceforward,  between  his  majefty  the 
king  of  Sweden  and  his  eftates,  countries,  and  nations,  on 
one  part,  and  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruftias,  and 
her  eftates,  countries,  and  nations,  on  the  other,  perpetual 
peace,  good  neighbourhood,  and  perfect  tranquillity,  both  by 
fea  and  land ;  and,  confequently,  the  moft  fpeedy  orders  for 
the  ceflation  of  hoflilities  fhall  be  given  by  each  party.  What- 
ever is  paft  fhall  be  forgotten  :  attention  will  only  be  paid  to 
the  re-eftablilhment  of  that  harmony  and  mutual  good-will 
which  has  been  interrupted  by  die  prcfent  war. 

II.  The  limits  and  frontiers  fhall,  on  each  fide,  continue 
as  they  were  before  the  rupture,  or  d;e  beginning  of  the  pre- 
fent  war. 

III.  Therefore  all  the  countries,  provinces,  or  places  what- 
ever, which  have  been  taken  or  occupied  -by  the  troops  of 
either  of  the  contracting  parties,  fhall  be  evacuated  as  fpeedily 
as  poffible,  or  in  fourteen  days  after  the  exchange  of  the  rati- 
fication of  the  pre'fent  treaty. 

IV.  All  prifoners  of  war,  or  others  who,  not  bearing  arms, 
have  been  taken  by  either  of  the  belligerent  parties  during  the 
courfe  of  hoflilities,  fhall  be  fet  at  liberty  by  each  party  with- 
out ranfom  ;  and  they  fhall  be  permitted  to  return  home 
without  any  indemnification  being  required  by  either  party 

for 
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for  their  maintenance ;  but  they  mall  be  obliged  to  pay  the 
debts  which  they  have  contracted  with  individuals  of  each  re- 
fpective  Hate. 

V.  And,  in  order  to  prevent  the  giving  the  leaft  oocafion 
for  a  mifunderminding  at  lea  between  the  contracting  parties, 
it  is  ftipulated  and  agreed,  that  whenever  one  or  more  fwedilh, 
men  of  war,  whether  fmall  or  great,  mall  pafs  by  the  forts  of 
her  imperial  majefty,  they  mall  be  obliged  to  give  a  falute  in 
the  fwedilh  manner  ;  which  lhall  be  immediately  anfwered  by 
a  falute  in  the  ruffian  mode.  The  fame  lhall  be  obferved  by 
ruffian  men  of  war,  whether  one  or  more;  they  lhall  be 
obliged  to  falute  before  the  forts  of  his  fwedilh  majefty,  and 
they  lhall  be  anfwered  by  a  fwedilh  falute. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  high  contracting  parties  lhall  order, 
as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  a  particular  convention  to  be  made,  in 
which  the  mode  of  falu ting  between  fwedilh  and  ruffian  fhips 
fhali  be  eftabliihed,  whether  at  fea,  in  port,  or  wherever  they 
may  chance  to  meet. 

Till  then,  in  order  to  prevent  miftakes  in  the  above  cafe. 
fhips  of  war  belonging  to  either  party  lhall  not  falute  each 
other. 

VI.  Her  imperial  majefty  of  all  the  R.uffias  has  alfo  agreed, 
that  his  fwedilh  majefty  lhall  be  at  liberty  to  buy  every  year 
corn  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thoufand  rubles  in  the  ports  of  the 
gulf  of  Finland  and  of  the  Baltic  fea,  provided  it  be  proved 
that  it  is  for  the  ufe  of  his  fwedilh  majefty,  or  for  the  ufe  of 
fome  of  his  fubjects  duly  authorized  by  his  majefty,  without 
dues  or  charges,  and  to  export  it  freely  into  Sweden.  In  this, 
however,  barren  years  lhall  not  be  included,  nor  fu.ch  years 
in  which,  for  fome  important  reafons,  her  imperial  majefty 
may  be  induced  to  forbid  the  exportation  of  grain  to  any  nation 
whatever. 

VII.  As  the  eagernefs  of  the  high  contracting  parties  for 
the  fpeedy  termination  of  thofe  evils  with  which  their  refpec- 
tive  fubjects  have  been  afflicted,  in  confequence  of  war,  does 
not  allow  them  time  for  the  regulation  of  many  points,  and 

vol.  in.  i  i  objecls 
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obje&s  tending  to  eftabliih  firmly  a  good  neighbourhood  and 
perfect  tranquillity  of  the  frontiers,  they  agree,  and  mutually 
promife  to  pay  attention  to  fhofe  points  and  objects,  and  to 
diieufs  and  regulate  them  amicably  by  means  of  ambafladors 
or  plenipotentiary  minillers,  whom  they  ihall  appoint  imme- 
diately after  the  conclusion  of  the  prefent  treaty  of  peace. 

VIII.  The  ratifications  of  the  prefent  treaty  of  peace  mall 
be  exchanged  within  the  fpace  of  fix  days,  or  fooncr  if  pof- 
fible. 

In  teftimony  whereof,  we  have  figned  the  prefent  treaty  of 
peace,  and  fealed  it  with  our  arms. 

Done  in  the  plain  of  Vercle,  near  the  river  Kymene,  be- 
tween the  advanced  polls  of  each  camp,  the  nth  of 
Auguft  1790. 

Gustavus  Maure,  Baron-  von  Armteldt. 
Otho,  Baron  von  Igelstrcem. 


No.  VII. 

A  Memorial  pnfented  ly  the  Deputies  of  the  Critic 
Islands  to  the  Empress  of  Russia,  offering  the  Imperial 
Grecian  Throne  to  Iterfecondgrancljun  Constantine. 

Tjj   i^ohorwrrt  iv^o|otc't555  k}   §io&£z<ra.'T'n  AvioKgaTCfia<?yf 
7tJ  BuaiX.aari  vsaam  tai  'Pwi^v,  xj  t<*  if.  x^  t«  i|.  >£,  tx 

vat'         '  \     "  \     »    »    _x    *  *         *  /.  '        *      0 ' 

KAI  TSTO  V  WfOi  £TSfOy  T<  ttfAT)  TO  d*«  lAUKgOS  %^CVi?,  [XCC7EU){  oir>zn~ 

ts<,  to??  wxtsgyot;  rrji  vynTtgas  AvToxpaToj»>tJjs  MfyaXeic/T^TO£  w^o; 
a.fr6xfi!TiY)  a.vx<po(oii;  «y  «7po^fo»a  kvto7$  -ra-poaf^EpofAEy.  ax  xTtniaa- 
/U£yc»  SI,  xa)  ftaX»,  |y  Iffx^rv  aKtXirnrtla.  ^£§of*Eyo*  d»«yoa>T£,-  t«j 
Cpxrag  cv^opxfy  u;  h  ravrrii;  {3gccoinr)s  w^ofsfovay  to~j  i/AtTEfoij 
ffvpirarpoTtS)  oi  y»«  IXuvvQitTH  *?«p«  im  Tvgodyhut  K)\l<nm  TiK'avtvi 

Avt. 


Appendix^  no.  vir. 


aH 


Ayr.  Mty.  Itpffo*  tx  b'nXx  hxi x  rS  *ot»S  lj$(3  r3  Xpi-rixviK?  ivojxoi- 
to,-,  c''.irt<rn\civ  Hvvvv  D^a;  •xroouQigstv,  to~>  wo)nK  t«  v^/n^a  aiJxj??  S-^yrf 
<J{  <r>7!*erov  ^  d»'«oy  7>J,-  Jftai  ti/XxSitxq,   Tr,i  £uw  x}  WEfiaVia'y  olvtxv. 

liai,  BxcrtXnco-.x  jcJ  Kupa*  rSro  a  w^sj  Tt  erfpai  fyxij  x"zo\o7\Ci7t$ 
iscco-xv    t/\wi*a*    i-i'-a;    Txyj.x$    a.Tro-<^i<rtx;,    to/\v.v(j.iv    ydvv   xMjovtsj 

Ayr.  Me)-.  oV^j  ts;  ?*  t«v  catl.tp'Z'V  *[*£*  aljAXTutv  pvccnct$  fyi°Kvi\i}    -Ji 

Ets^ov  \v  jffov  u><pt\n\j.x  n/A«2v  to  *}  xj^jov  fidOs  T?s  »u5»  waplayyai- 
Ae»?,  on  x^  »3f EOrjirt  >2jua$  Jv  T«t/Trj  ti)  rohjj.ttpa.  i7riyti~-nrei,  tflv  oirw$ 
l^airartiaoixiv,  -riy  ai/r5j;  Ayr.  MEy.  c|  wy  IroAjUjovey  a7raTsrv 
(«-■  d\=  ^  ot  /t*Ey»rayEi  awSj)  'tyvx'utv  yx'n  on  o  t/WTItTj  Yapoj  avrjg 
pdiAigsTXTos  i<  ra  rijj.x'1/  tavat,  tv-x.tv  tvi  x.fcuTu\iQ$  aura,  a;  t%y/\Vf/ 
xj    Eii    «y    tV(i<TKiTau.       O  yzo  $1  txv  f<)j   wXavwy,   ayiTss-p/sjyrrftfs    raj 


*       ~      e 


vs. 


f^t^ya;-  aviv;  wjr^y  ocuto~?  sayT&v,  ui  a,to>>  [xtyxXuv  -/lxtobBl  ^.xruvy 
a.  iron  a«  Itojjio-e.  isToj  iv  xj  et»  EyEi'-Er<xj  w;  xpyuv  xj  o^yoj,  t3 
i^tiy  e'Syai,  kzv%6[a£)ios  gt*  E^E^asy  tw  ttecg&fizv  airS  In)  rr,i 
»Jj(awv  ^.Jjr,  Ivcc  KVpr,%opiv  Tfj.~i  avTon  x^ir^xriyov.  xm^ta-H*;  xg 
fjiovOv  ypoityti  x^  a*  \>yx£tTXi.  Scviktuxv  y  uui?(  Avr.  Msy.  h  if\ 
ti/jijjv  ty.vaQoga.'  Ti  'dro$  Inoivo'i  vi^T'i  lyvuKoc.jj.ty  ya.^  or*,  avToj  \ci£>v* 
«7tsL-«j  7TocroT*jTac  pjp^stTwv,  ^ij/x'^ft  or*  IbzTroLvricri  avTc.  v7r)fL?ttj.'jJv, 
ovvxu^a.  "CT>  Jipo^)of»)7a»  r»jy  ayr?;  Ayr.  Mey.  ot»  yss  isyToj  soe  t»j  ocTiKqs 
6t3  £i;-  «|tAa;  a-rsraxSw  Ik  rHv  crSt  l-ra^yZv  os^xixs  iju."y  Iv  (/.ovoit 
fH[/.7r>.i0v.  y)  [AixpcL  (pXoTiyXtct,  jcJ  eteje  »ay;  t3  Aot^Trgs,  xcitet-k £«»$->!- 
trai-  ><5  oTtXiO-Hvo-a.*  hot,  T?s  Taiy  i^wy  ^f^^aTi*  (^<z«rctvr)j.  eij  ftovs?  e£ 
71[auv  t-AO~%e,  T>jy  xg»)nxijy  aury  kojt»}»,  (da7ray>;o'E  oe'.fc  ?ci  ot;o  ^tXtxcag 
p^*ua«.  tofiKo-fjiMtiz  l<  run  iSluv  ccvtS  ^vy.olr-jjv,  oTXtcra?  ovo  va.v;t  ■ 
'ivixtv  tutu  ql  'OSwjuaiot  xirtx.Tti.vxv  Ton  uhxtpiv  >&  Tn*  (a>)T8fa  avrS,  tS 
l>:ir,/\xTvjjxv  rot  vxx^x0]ircc  *&  TS  EipSfijay  raj  «yf£s« 

Ot;>£  iTYi7ajj.iv  vsoti  y^   h*.   srSfAtv   ia;  era?  Sijxayja?,  a*  Injiya/nEit 

Ek^c»)   w^ioy    k<w«    ^   o"»^)j^i85  trfytfxi   (x  8  dyvccutS*  oyrjyty)   xj  |y  t* 

»*      \     •     v      .      x         / 

od*ysiv  r/^«5  a;  T/jy  ^ta^>jv. 

3E|  ijuvrixc  xirefoXxv  ^5j  tspoo-qitgHv  aro)  tJ)»  £fc'iiy  k^  Tos  k\^xix 
aur4.y,  %j  a<  tr«»yTas  a&j  -j>ia<»yfaj. 

Nit'aov,  u  K^xrtx  Bx<n*.i)7crcc,  oo^x  tb?  Twy  EWwtnv  ««■£«?» 
Vtvif&i   ito^tfS^  xi-xfuiieKw   T«y    T««-iVf-,y  ^ui»  ayK^ojoty,     'O  Oi^avoj 

^12  »^yX*|«» 
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i$l\a%ii  rw  ti(Aiiip»i  tt.irsKvTe.ocnv  wpo?  So^xv  t5j;  avi  Avr.  Msy.  liro 
rri»  axnriq  'syprocffictv,   vr^oaloKu^iv  \v7goaout   T«v  auToxgaTopfay  Jjxwk 

TraTiOiKXJfv  I«  TaJy  /SeS^Xwv,  *£  (Sagfewewy  'OSaJjotayay*  izrcoo-$6KVu,e*  croi, 
?if  Tfoira*  rSf  Tay  AStiyciTwy,  ^  AKxaidc^oyiiuy  «7royoyHj,  t§  rvppanixS 
£t>yy,  Tsrfti*  Twy  xyptuv,  v(p  ay  rtvctQH,  £»  JiUyoc,  a  To  «jy£t/jua  ax 
«5r£<7to/r>i,  a  o  jpwj  £?ri<5ffoX£r  t?j  '^tt/O/piKj,  a*  t^ysSrxray  yaj  at 
etoegat  xhlatti  ruv  jSat^ta^ay  anoffQineiv,  t%et  Si  ta°oruf  uvrS  opfjioiTUt 
Tijy  suoya  t£v  ^gai'xwy  «rg-^4;Ea;y  T&iy  ai/Ty  'wpoiraTopuiv  e«j  yj/y. 

■A*  Kx(A"7rgai  rtfjixy  r,x.ooojxot,i  ay«y*y</<rx,8v  «f*~y  mi  craXtay  5f*S;y  utya- 
Xtsrjjra*  oi"  uTTigoi  X/jUc-yai,  •/}  EVpm'ri  T&y  «yf£y  f*a?,  6  O^aya;  o 
atyyaefti?  ytKuv  \fy  Ijuta?,  >j  ax^a,  9*f juoT»)Ta  t>jv  r;  (pvcr^  l^trviet  a  juoyo» 
to?s  »foi;  a*Aa,  jcJ  tc»j-  wEtatf  ejuevoij  y^aXtoi;  ^tc~v,  MyE»  if*?y  otj  /*«$ 
tyi  •srfo^«£>j  a>j  xj  "ergo;  T&{  ■srpoyoyyj  ^wy. 

NE^c&y  tf/  Kvpi'a  otdoyat  >)^(y  cov  tvyKotcc  K-ovfuvrivon  dice  avaxra 
yj(uivy,  rSro  fj.oiov  To  yEyog  eAov  rj^taiy  ite?  osoy-ttov'  (y/vo;  yap  t£»  ^juSy 
OLVTo^xro^jit  cwrofffcerJj)  «J  zatTou  «s  Taj  erf oycytfj  kvtS. 

H^iTf  ax  \jpii  ix.  T^'y  ocTraT^wy  oiTiysj  IroX^yiamv  v.itaiWa.i  t*j» 
fH.tyxXi^ri^oTf gtiv  Tuv  o.vxktvv'  rjp.e~;  Icrftiv  o»  a7rsr«X/jtivo»  T«y  X«a!y 
tSj;  'EXXaJos  «rpo^ni9£yf*E'vot  airoAvTB  Suy«^£«j,  u;  i\  to»5to*  wpoo-n-tT- 
<roy7E5  roTi  -^oo-ty  ayr«?  wy  jaETa  3eo»  awlyga.  iKititppttv  u[*tvofjLtf  $1 
HvhtQou  /Lif'xpi  TtXtJI/aj  ^aiy  «y«9ryo?;. 

to*  ^aAo*,  «^  t«  t|. 

ITayo;  Ki^jj, 

riET«K'7ro>»)>  X^iro?  A«£ot7<, 

ATp^*«,    I790,  NjxoXasf  ITayKaAoj. 


Ali  fiafha's  letter  to  captain  *  Bogia  a?zc?  captain  Giavella, 
itt'o  o/"  ^Ae  mo/?  conjideralle  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Greek 
inhabitants  of  the  mountain  of  Sulli,  praying  tliem  to  meet 

*  The  Greeks  cjli  their  chiefs  captains. 

him 
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him  ivith  all  their  foldiers  or  companions,  to  affifi  in  his 
expedition.     His  letter  was  in  modern  Greek,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  copy,  which,  as  a  literary  curiofity,  is  here 
inferted. 

Q>i>o'y.a  Kcartrxv  Miro'fi*  xj  Karri-ran  T£a£t>A*  \yw  0  *A'Kv 
IIxai*s  crccq  jgawtTw,  k^  craj  ^iAw  t»  ^.a.ticx.y  Wet^n  ^  lyu  £tv£<ii 
taoWot  KuXx  fin*  avo^ayaSJav  era.,-  t£  vsaXkutafa'i  -ccti.  MS  <pau»sra» 
»a^iu|u.«7aXi}v^Etay  c,wo  ^cyatras,  AoiWov  jl*»}  u&psrt  a\X«&);  -Krajaxa^i*), 
aXA  i£6t/$  3~a  X%€tre  7>j»  yyztyw  j"Sj  »«  juo.^oIe'te  lyzax^  t«  tzraX- 
Tuxa^ia  xj  va  e^Sete  >«  pi  ti/pETE  J*a>«  ^ayuy  va,  'ssoXifA-riau  r#{  E%6pa$ 
/uS*  t5t»j  i»cu  it  hfot  iej  0  xauo,-  owy  smi  Xi''itv   a"'s*>  ^oySecv;,   *}  jluiw 

vf^«  iva»  dW/Voj  aw'  ojo»  ^i^w  ttj  t«<  'Ax£a>iT«5  ^*a  T»  *?  •>  ^«^t*<** 
^•affaj  l-ivpv  -&ui  I'txi  taoXXat  (tsyzXoTtpw  awe  tjjv  iot;t»;v  ts;.  X01TO 
iyu  6tt  vix.y<i>  ik  mo\'.fj.y]?u>  tcrplv  va  e'a9;te  e<7£if}  *)  <r<*;  xagreew  6aa»* 
ycja  y«  IaSits.   TaDra,  xj  crccj  ^«4^etw. 

j 
Whereof  the  following  is  a  tranjlation. 

My  friends,  captain  Bogja  and  captain  Giavella,  I,  AH 
pafha,  falute  you,  and  kifs  your  eyes,  becaufe  I  well  know 
your  courage  and  heroic  minds.  It  appears  to  me  that  I  have 
great  need  of  you,  therefore  I  entreat  you  immediately,  when 
you  receive  my  letter,  to  affemble  all  your  heroes,  and  come 
to  meet  me,  that  I  my  go  to  fight  my  enemies.  This  is  the  hour 
and  the  time  that  I  have  need  of  you.  I  expect  to  fee  your 
friendfhip,  and  the  love  which  you  have  for  me.  Your  pay 
fhall  be  double  that  which  I  give  to  the  Albanians,  becaufe  I 
know  that  your  courage  is  greater  than  theirs ;  therefore  I  will 
not  go  to  fight  before  you  come,  and  I  expe£t  that  you  will 
come  loon.     This  only,  and  I  falute  you. 
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Manifesto  of  the  Empress  of  all  the  Russias  relative  to 
the  Partition  of  Poland. 

I  Michael  Krechetnikof,  general  in  chief,  fenator, 
general- governor  of  Tula,  Kaluga,  and  the  countries  newly- 
annexed  from  the  poliih  republic  to  the  ruffian  empire,  cora- 
-mander  of  all  the  armies  mere,  &c.  hereby  make  known,  by 
"the  fupreme  will  and  command  of  my  moft  gracious  fovereign 
her  imperial  majefty  of  all  the  Ruflias,  to  all  the  inhabitants  in 
general  of  the  countries  now  united  for  ever  to  the  ruffian 
empire  from  the  popifh  republic  : 

Her  imperial  majefty  has  hitherto  taken,  in  the  affairs  of 
Poland,  a  part  that  has  always  been  tending  to  the  interefl 
of  both  empires.  It  has  not  only  been  unfuccefsful,  but 
proved  a  fruitlefs  burthen ;  and  her  endeavours  to  maintain 
peace  and  freedom  among  her  neighbours  have  been  attended 
with  innumerable  loffes. 

Thirty  years  of  experience  has  evinced  It,  in  the  numerous 
internal  difputes  which  have  diftrafted  the  polifh  republic.  Her 
imperial  majefty  has  viewed  their  fufferings,  in  the  countries^ 
and  cities  bordering  on  her  empire,  with  great  companion, 
conlidering  them  as  defcending  from  the  fame,  race,  and  pro- 
fefiing  the  holy  chriftian  religion, 

Even  at  this  moment,  fome  unworthy  Poles,  enemies  to 
their  country,  have  not  been  afhamed  to  approve  the  govern- 
ment of  the  ungodly  rebels  in  the  kingdom  of  France,  and  to 
requefl  their  alfiitance  to  involve  their  country  alfo  in  bloody 
civil  wars. 

The  true  ehriftian  religion,  and  the  well-being  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  above-mentioned  countries,  would  fuffer  from 
the  introduction  of  fuch  deteftable  doclrines,  which  tend  to 
annihilate  all  the  bonds  of  fociety,  to  overthrow  all  fafety, 
I  roperty,  and  profperity.     Thefe  enemies  of  peace,  following 

the 
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the  deteflable  plan  of  the  mob  of  rebels  In  France,  propagate 
their  doctrines  throughout  Poland  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power, 
which  would  deftroy  for  ever  their  own  and  their  neighbours 
happinefs. 

From  thefe  confiderations,  her  imperial  majefty,  my  raoft 
gracious  miftrefs,  as  well  to  indemnity  herfelf  for  her  many 
loffes,  as  for  the  future  fafety  of  her  empire  and  the  polifh 
dominions,  and  for  the  cutting  off  at  once,  forever,  all  future 
disturbances  and  frequent  changes  of  government,  has  been 
plcafed  novv-  to  take  under  her  fway,  and  to  unite  for  ever  to 
her  empire,  the  following  tracts  of  land,  with  all  their  inha- 
bitants :  namely,  a  line  beginning  at  the  village  of  Druy,  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  river  Dvina,  at  the  corner  of  the  border 
of  Serriigallia  :  thence  extending  to  Neroch  and  Dubrova,  and 
following  the  border  of  the  voivodelhip  of  Vilna  to  Stolptfa* 
to  Nefvij,  and  then  to  Pinfk ;  and  thence  palling  Kuniih, 
between  Viikero  and  Novegreble,  near  the  frontier  of  Gallicia  j 
thence  to  the  river  Dnieftr ;  and,  laftly,  running  along  the 
river,  till  it  enters  the  old  border  of  Ruffia  and  Poland  at  Yer- 

•ic  :  in  fuch  manner,  that  all  the  cities  and  countries  within 
this  line  of  demarcation,  the  new  border  of  Ruffia  and  Po- 
j::nd,  fhall  henceforward,  'for  ever,  come  under  the  fceptre 
F  the  ruffian  empire,  and  the  inhabitants,  of  all  ranks  what- 
ever, be  fubjects  thereof. 

I,  being  appointed  by  her  imperial  majelfy  governor-gene- 
ral of  thefe  countries,  by  her  fupreme  order  have  to  certify, 
lit  her  facred  name,  and  In  her  own  words,  to  all  her  im- 
perial majefty's  new  fubjects,  and  now  my  beloved  country- 
men, that  her  molt  gracious  majefty  is  pleafed,  not  only  to 
confirm  and  enfure  to  all  the  free  and  public  exercife  of  their 

fgioftj  and  full  fecurity  of  property  and  polTeffion,  but  to 
unite  and  to  affiliate  them  under  her  government,  for  the 
fame  and  glory  of  the  whole  ruffian  empire ;  an  example  of 
which  is  to  be  feen  in  her  faithful  fubjects,  the  inhabitants 
of  White  Ruffia,  now  living  in  full  peace  and  plenty  under 
h<-i-  «-;ifc  and  gracibus  dominion.     Further,  that  all  and  every 

1  :  4  one 
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one  of  them  {hall  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  her  old 
fubjecls ;  and  that  from  this  day,  every  denomination  of  the- 
inhabitants  enters  on  the  full  participation  of  thefe  beneiits 
through  the  whole  extent  of  the  ruffian  empire. 

Her  imperial  majeity  expects,  from  the  gratitude  of  her 
new  fubjecls,  that  they,  being  placed  by  her  bounty  on  an 
equality  with  Ruffians,  fhall  in  return  transfer  the  love  of  their 
former  country  to  the  new  one,  and  live,  in  future,  attached 
to  fo  great  and  generous  an  empreis. 

1  therefore  now  inform  every  perfon,  from  the  higheft  to 
the  loweft,  that,  within  one  month,  they  mutt  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance  before  the  witnefles  whom  I  fhall  appoint ;  and 
if  auy  of  the  gentlemen,  or  other  ranks,  pofiidBng  real  or 
immovable  property,  regardlefs  of  their  own  infesmft,  ihoukl 
refufe  to  take  the  oath  prefcribed,  three  months  are  allowed 
for  the  fale  of  their  immovables,  and  their  free  departure  over 
the  borders  ;  after  the  expiration  of  which  term,  ail  their  re- 
maining property  fhall  be  confifeated  to  the  crown. 

The  clergy,  both  high  and  low,  as  pallors  of  their  flocks, 
are  expected  to  let  the  example  in  taking  the  oath ;  and  in 
the  daily  fervice  in  their  churches  they  mull  pray  for  her  im- 
perial majeity,  for  her  fuccetfor  the  great  duke  Paul  Petro- 
vitch,  and  for  all  the  imperial  family,  according  to  the  form 
which  mail  be  given  them. 

In  the  above-mentioned  folemn  aflurance  concerning-  the 

o 

free  exereife  of  religion  and  undifturbed  poifeffion  of  property, 
it  is  understood  that  the  jews  living  in  thefe  countries  united 
to  the  ruffian  empire,  fhall  remain  on  the  former  footing,  pro- 
tected in  their  religion  and  property  ;  for  her  majefty's  huma- 
nity will  not  permit  them  alone  to  be  excluded  from  the  bene- 
fits of  her  kindnefs,  under  the  protection  of  God  ;  io  long  as 
they  continue  to  live  in  peace,  and  purfue  their  trades  like 
faithful  fubjecls,  law  and  juftice  ihall  be  adminiilered,  in  the 
name  of  her  imperial  majeity,  in  the  proper  places,  with  the 
utmofl  {trictneis  and  equity. 

2  I  have 
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I  have  farther  thought  it  needful  to  add,  by  order  of  h,?r 
imperial  majefty,  that  the  troops  fhall,  as  in  their  own  coun- 
try, be  under  the  ftri&eft  difcipline.  Their  taking  pofleflion, 
therefore,  of  the  various  places,  and  changing  the  government, 
ihould  not  in  the  leaft  alter  the  courfe  of  trade  or  living  5  for 
the  increafe  of  the  happinefs  of  the  inhabitants  in  all  parts  is 
the  intention  of  her  imperial  majefty. 

This  manifefto  fhall  be  read  in  all  the  churches  on  the 
27th  of  this  prefent  month  of  March,  regiftered  in  all  the 
municipal  books,  and  nailed  up  in  proper  places,  for  the  gene- 
ral information  ;  and  that  full  credit  may  be  given  to  it,  I 
have,  in  confequence  of  the  powers  entrufted  to  me,  figned 
it  with  my  hand,  and  affixed  to  it  the  leal  of  my  arms,  at  the 
head-quarters  of  the  army  under  my  command  at  Polonna. 

(Signed)         M.  Krechexnikof. 


Manifesto  of  his  Frussian  Majesty  relative  to  his 
Partition  of  Poland,  March  2$. 

WE  Frederic  William,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Pruf- 
fia,  &c.  make  known  to  the  refpeclive  ftates,  bifhops,  abbots, 
voivodes,  caftcllans,  ftahrofts,  chamberlains,  and  country 
judges;  the  knighthood,  vafTals,  and  nobles,  the  magiftrates 
and  inhabitants  of  the  cities,  the  countrymen,  and  all  the  re- 
mainder of  the  fpiritual  and  fecular  inhabitants  of  the  voi- 
vodeihips  of  Pofen,  Gnefen,  Kalifh,  Siradia,  the  city  and 
monaftery  of  Chentochova,  the  province  of  Vielun ;  the 
voivodefhip  of  Lentfchitz,  the  province  of  Cujavia,  the  pro- 
vince of  Doorzyn,  the  voivodefliips  of  Rava  and  Plotzk,  &c. 
in  the  circle  of  the  boundaries,  as  likewife  the  cities  of 
Dantzic  and  Thorn,  hitherto  in  the  poffefiion  of  the  crown 
of  Poland,  our  gracious  will,  royal  grace,  and  all  forts  of  good, 
and  give  them  the  following  molt  gracious  notice  : 

It  is  univerfally  known  that  the  polifh  nation  never  ceafed 
to  afford  to  the  neighbouring  powers,  and  chiefly  to  the  pruf- 

lian 
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fian  ftatfij  frequent  reafons  of  juft  difcontent.  Not  fatisfiecj 
(contrary  to  all  rules  of  good  neighbourhood)  with  injuring 
the  pruffian  territory,  by  frequent  invaiions,  with  molefting 
and  ill  ufing  the  fubjecls  on  this  fide  the  frontiers,  and  with 
almoft  continually  refuting  them  juftice  and  legal  fatisfac- 
lion;  this  nation  have,  befides,  always  bufied  themfelves  with 
pernicious  plans,  which  niuft  needs  attraft  the  attention  of  the 
neighbouring  powers.  Thefe  are  matters  of  fa£t  which  could 
not  efcape  the  eye  of  an  attentive  obferver  of  the  late  occur- 
rences in  Poland:  but  what  chiefly  excited  the  ferious  con- 
fideration  of  the  neighbouring  powers  is,  the  fpirit  of  rebellion 
continually  increaiing  in  Poland,  and  the  vifible  influence 
which  was  obtained  by  thofe  abominable  exertions,  by  which 
all  civil,  political,  and  religious  ties  would  have  been  diifolved, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Poland  expofed  to  all  the  tremendous 
confequences  of  anarchy,  and  plunged  into  miferies,  the  end. 
of  which  could  not  be  forefeen. 

If  in  every  country  the  adoption  and  fpreading  of  fuch  de- 
ftructive  principles  be  always  attended  with  the  lofs  of  the 
tranquillity  and  happinefs  of  its  inhabitants,  its  deftrucfive 
confequences  are  the  more  to  be  dreaded  in  a  country  like 
Foland  5  fince  this  nation  have  always  diftinguifned  them- 
felves  by  difturbances  and  party  fpirit,  and  are  powerful, 
enough  of  themfelves  to  become  dangerous  to  their  neighbours 
by  thefe  difturbances. 

It  would  certainly  militate  againft  the  firft  rules  of  found 
policy,  as  well  as  the  duties  incumbent  on  us  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  tranquillity  in  our  dominions,  if,  in  fuch  a  ftate  of 
things  in  a  neighbouring  great  kingdom,  we  remained  inaci 
tive  fpeclators,  and  fhould  wait  for  the  period  when  the  fac- 
tions feel  themfelves  ftrong  enough  to  appear  in  public;  by 
which  our  own  neighbouring  provinces  would  be  expofed  to 
fcvcr.il  dangers,  by  the  confequences  of  the  anarchy  on  our 
frontiers, 
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We  have,  therefore,  in  conjunction  with  her  majefty  the 
emprefs  of  Ruffia,  and  with  the  aiient  of  his  majefty  the 
roman  emperor,  acknowledged,  that  the  fafety  of  our  ftates 
did  require  to  fet  to  the  republic  of  Poland  fuch  boundaries 
as  are  more  compatible  with  her  interior  ftrength  and  fitu- 
ation,  and  may  facilitate  to  her  the  means  of  procuring, 
without  prejudice  to  her  liberty,  a  well-ordered,  folid,  and 
active  form  of  government  5  of  maintaining  herfelf  in  the 
undilturbed  enjoyment  of  the  fame  ;  and  preventing,  by  thefc 
means,  the  disturbances  which  have  fo  often  ihaken  her 
own  tranquillity,  and  endangered  the  fafety  of  her  neigh- 
bours. 

in  order  to  attain  this  end,  and  to  preferve  the  republic 
of  Poland  from  the  dreadful  confequences  which  mult  be  the 
remit  of  her  internal  divifions,  and  to  refcue  her  from  her 
utter  ruin,  but  chiefly  to  withdraw  her  inhabitants  from  the 
horrors  of  the  deftructive  doctrines  which  they  are  bent  to 
follow  ;  there  is,  according  to  our  thorough  perfuafion,  to 
which  alio  her  majefry  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias  accedes, 
no  other  means,  except  to  incorporate  her  frontier  provinces 
into  our  ftates,  and  for  this  purpofe  immediately  to  take  pof- 
feiiion  of  the  fame,  and  to  prevent,  in  time,  all  misfortunes 
which  might  arife  from  the  continuance  of  the  reciprocal  dif- 
turbances. 

Wherefore  we  have  refolved,  with  the  affent  of  her  ruffian 
majefty,  to  take  poifeflion  of  the  above-mentioned  diftricts  of 
Poland,  and  alio  of  the  cities  of  Dantzic  and  Thorn,  in  order 
to  incorporate  them  into  our  dominions. 

We  herewith  publicly  announce  our  firm  and  unfhaken  re- 
solution, and  expect  that  the  polifh  nation  will  foon  affembie 
in  the  diet,  and  adopt  the  neceifary  meafures  to  the  end  of 
fettling  things  in  an  amicable  manner,  and  of  obtaining  the 
ialutary  end  of  fecuring  to  the  republic  of  Poland  an  undif- 
turbed  peace,  and  preferving  her  inhabitants  from  the  terrible 
confequences  of  anarchy.  At  the  fame  time,  we  exhort  the 
ftates  and  inhabitants  of  the  diftricts  and  towns  which  we 

have 
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have  taken  poffeffion  of,  as  already  mentioned,  both  in  a 
gracious  and  ferious  manner,  not  to  oppofe  our  commanders 
and  troops  ordered  for  mat  purpofe ;  but  rather  tractably  to 
fubmit  to  our  government,  and  acknowledge  us,  from  this 
day  forward,  as  their  lawful  king  and  fovereign,  to  behave 
like  loyal  and  obedient  fubje£ts,  and  to  renounce  all  connection 
with  the  ci"own  of  Poland. 

"We  doubt  not  that  all  whom  this  may  concern  will  attend 
to  it  with  obedience  5  but  in  cafe,  and  contrary  to  all  expecta- 
tion, fome  one  or  other  ftate  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  dif- 
tri&s  and  towns  fhould  refufe  to  obey  the  contents  of  this,  and 
not  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  nor  fubmit  to  our  govern- 
ment, or  even  attempt  to  oppofe  our  commanders  and  troops, 
fuch  perfon  or  perfons  have  unavoidably  to  expect,  that  the 
punilhment  ufual  in  fuch  cafes  fhall  be  inflicted  upon  them 
without  any  diftinction. 

In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  fubfcribed  this  patent  with  our 
own  hand,  and  caufed  our  royal  feal  to  be  fet  to  it,  to  be 
publifhed  in  due  place,  and  to  be  publicly  printed. 

Done  at  Berlin  the  25th  of  March,  1793. 

Frederic  William.   (L.  S.) 


Declaration  of  the  King  and  Republic  of  Poland, 
affemlled  lit  Diet  at  Grodno,  prote/iing  againfi  the  forcible 
Partition  of  Poland,  Sept.  24. 

SURROUNDED  clofely  by  foreign  troops  on  the  2d  of  this 
month,  threatened  with  further  invafion  of  the  territory  of 
the  republic  by  the  pruflian  armies,  to  its  uttermoft  ruin,  and 
oppreiled  by  innumerable  violences,  the  dates  in  diet  afiem- 
bled  were  forced  to  give  leave  to  their  deputation  for  figning 
the  impofed  treaty,  with  addition  of  a  few  claufes,  and  fuch 
only  as  the  dictating  power  itfelf  feemed  in  pity  to  approve  of. 
But  with  grief  and  furprife  we  find,  by  the  fad  experience  of 

this 
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this  day,  that  the  court  of  Berlin  is  not  fatisfied  therewith. 
We  fee  frefh  acts  of  violence  forcing  a  new  project  upon  ust 
and,  in  order  to  fupport  it,  the  fame  preponderant  power, 
not  contented  with  inverting  the  place  of  our  deliberations 
by  an  armed  foreign  force,  with  addreffing  to  us  notes  full 
of  menaces,  feizes  from  among  us,  and  carries  off,  our  mem- 
bers ;  and,  by  an  unexampled  proceeding,  keeps  us,  the  king, 
bent  under  the  weight  of  age,  and  under  fuch  manifold  cala- 
mities, and  us,  the  Itates  of  the  republic,  confined  and  im- 
prifoned  in  the  fenate. 

Thus  fituated,  we  do  declare,  in  the  molt  folemn  manner 
that,  unable  to  prevent,  even  with  the  riik  of  our  lives,  the 
effect  of  the  oppreffive  force,  we  leave  to  our  pofterity,  hap- 
pier perhaps  than  ourfelves,  thofe  means  of  laving  our  dear 
country,  whereof  we  are  bereft  at  prefent ;  and  thus  the  pro- 
ject: fent  to  us  by  the  ruffian  ambalfador,  though  contrary  to 
our  laws,  willies,  and  opinions,  forced  by  the  above  means 
to  accept,  we  do  aecept. 

Done  at  Grodno,  the  24th  of  September.     Signed  and 
engi'offed  in  the  public  records,  according  to  law. 


No.  IX. 

The  principal  Articles  of  the  Treaty  concluded  at  Yassy, 
the  9th  of  January,  1792,  and  Jzgned  ly  Prince  Repniu 
and  the  Grand  Vizir. 

I.  THAT  a  fincere  amity  mall  henceforth  fubfift  between 
the  two  empires. 

II.  That  the  ftipulations  in  the  treaties  that  preceded  the 
laft  rupture  fhall  refume  their  entire  force. 

III.  That 
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III.  That  the  Dnieftr  fhall  henceforth  ferve  as  the  boundary 
of  the  two  empires  ;  and  that  all  the  territory  fituate  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  river  fhall  be  reftofed  to  the  porte. 

IV.  That  the  antient  rights  and  privileges  of  the  principal 
towns  of  Moldavia  and  of  Valakhia  fhall  be  confirmed ;  that 
the  inhabitants  of  thofe  towns  fhall  remain,  during  two  whole 
years,  exempt  from  all  tribute ;  and  that  tirofe  who  would  fell 
their  property,  and  retire  eliewhere,  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  do 
fo  without  difficulty. 

V.  That  the  porte  fhall  henceforth  guarantee  the  kingdoms 
of  Grufinia  or  Georgia  and  the  adjacent  countries. 

VI.  That  it  fhall  ftrive  to  do  the  fame  in  regard  to  Cau- 
cafus. 

VII.  That  it  fhall  undertake  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  piracies  of 
the  barbarian  corfairs,  and  to  indemnify  the  fu.bje.6ts  of  Ruflia 
for  the  lofies  they  may  fuftain  by  the  failure  of  execution  of 
the  three  preceding  articles. 

VIII.  That  the  ruffian,  greek,  moldavian,  polifh,  and 
other  prifoners  fhall  be  fet  at  liberty. 


No.  X. 

Some  Particulars  of  the  Ukase  or  Edict  pul-lijlied  in  re* 
gard  to  the  French  ejiahlijhed  in  Russia. 


AFTER  a  preamble  againft  the  french  revolution,  the 
emprefs  adds  :  i.  All  the  effects  of  the  treaty  of  commerce 
concluded  the  30th  of  December  1786,  between  us  and  the 
late  king  Louis  XVI.  are  fufpended,  till  fuch  time  as  order 
fhall  be  re-eftablifhed,  and  there  fhall  be  a  legitimate  autho- 
rity in  France.  1.  We  prohibit,  till  that  fame  time,  the  en- 
trance of  french  fhips,  whether  uuder  their  own  or  under 
foreign  colours,  into  all  our  ports  fituate  in  the  feveral  leas ; 

and 
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Slut  we  likewife  forbid  all  our  merchants  and  mailers  of  lhips 
to  caule  tlieir  veffels  to  enter  the  ports  of  France.  3.  We 
command  the  ci-devant  confuls,  agents,  &c.  to  withdraw 
from  our  two  residences ;  and  that  a  term  of  three  weeks 
ihall  be  prefcribed  to  them  for  fettling  their  affairs,  and  being 

•without  the  frontiers  of  Ruilia 4.  We  in  like  manner 

command  all  our  confuls,  &c.  and  in  general  all  Ruffians  of 
both  fcxes,  to  quit,  without  delay,  the  kingdom  of  France.  . . . 
5.  We  command  that  none  tolerate,  and  that  they  remove 
from  our  empire  all  the  French,  of  either  fex,  without  ex- 
ception. , 6.  We  except  the  French  who,  being  fum- 

moned  before  the  government  of  the  place  where  they  are 
fettled,  fhall  teftify  a  fincere  defire  to  abjure  the  principles 

that  are  now   in   vogue  in  their  country. It  ihall   be 

clearly  rcprefented  to  them,  that  their  abjuration  fhall  be  in- 
ferted  in  the  ruffian  and  foreign  gazettes,  together  with  the 
names  of  thofe  who  fhall  have  fworn  and  fubferibed  it. 

Form  of  the  objuration,  —>"■  I,  the  underwritten,  fwear  by 
"  Almighty  God,  and  by  his  holy  gofpel,  that,  as  I  have 
**  never,  wittingly  or  willingly,  given  my  approbation  to  the 
"  impious  and  feditious  principles  that  have  been  introduced 
"  into  France,  and  that  I  cornels  the  government  which  has 
**  juft  been  eftablithed  there  to  be  unlawful  and  ufurped,  in 

"  violation  of  all  laws That  I  am  convinced  in  my 

<c  confeience,  of  the  excellence  of  that  religion  which  has  been 

■"  tranfmitted  to  me  by  my  anceftors I  promife,  and 

*'  bind  myfelf,  in  confequence,  fo  long  as  I  fhall  enjoy  the 
"  fecure  protection  which  her  imperial  majefty  of  all  the 
' '  Ruffias  has  gracioufly  vouchfafed  to  grant  me,  to  live  in  the 
"  obfervance  of  the  precepts  of  the  religion  in  which  I  was 
"  born}  to  be  fubmiffivc  to  the  laws  and  to  the  government 
"  of  her  imperial  majefty  ;  to  break  off  all  correfpondence  in 
"  my  native  country  with  the  French  who  acknowledge  the 

"  monftrous  form  of  government  nowexifting  in  France 

'■'  And  in  cafe  I  fhould  ever  be  guilty  of  a  violation  of  this 
(t  c:Xh,  I  mbmit  myfelf  to  all  the  leverity  of  the  laws  in  this 

"  life, 
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"life,  and,  for  that  which  is  to  come,  to  the  tremendous 
"  judgment  of  God.  And  in  confirmation  of  this  oath,  I  kifs 
€i  the  holy  gofpel  and  thecrofs  of  my  Saviour." 


No.  XL 

Abolition  of  the  Messages  relative  to  Family  Events 
between  Sweden  and  Russia. 

THE  king  of  Sweden  thought  it  his  duty,  on  occafion  of 
the  recent  refolution  of  his  marriage,  to  give  a  princefs  [the 
emprefs-of  RuiTia],  who  is  his  relation  and  his  ally,  the  fame 
•mark  of -attention  which  he  has  already  given  to  the  pruflian 
and  daniih  majefties,  to  whom  he  is  equally  attached  by  the 
bands  of  amity  and  good  neighbourhood.  It  is  therefore  with 
the  utmolt  aftonifhment,  that  his  majefty  has  feen  that  the 
emprefs  of  Ruflia  in  no  refpect  correfponded  with  this  atten- 
tion. The  king  has,  in  confequence,  refolved  in  future  to  re- 
ceive none  of  thofe  private  miffions  which  have  relation  to 
family  events,  and  which  have  hitherto  been  cuftomary  be- 
tween the  two  courts,  but  which  the  king  has  now  abolifhed 
for  ever. 


No.  XII. 

Act  ly  which  Courland,  Semigallia,  and  the  Circle  of 
Pilten,  furrendered  themf elves  to  the  Empress  o^Russia. 

I.  WE  fubmit  ourfelves  for  ourfelves  and  our  pofierity, 
ourfelves  and  the  duchies  of  Courland  and  Semigallia,  to  Uer 
imperial  majefly  Catharine  II.  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias, 
glorioufiy  reigning,  aud  to  her  fovereign  fecptre. 

U.  W« 
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II.  We  know  by  experience  the  great  inconvenience  of  the 
feudal  fyftem  which  attached  us  to  the  paramount  fovereignty 
of  Poland,  and  how  gready  it  oppofed  the  general  profperity 
of  the  country.  We  imitate  our  anceftors  of -.that  part  of 
Livonia  beyond  the  Dvina,  who,  in  1561,  renouncing  the 
fupremacy  of  the  emperor  and  of  the  empire,  confequentl/ 
the  feudal  fyftem  of  that  time,  and  the  mediate  government 
of  the  teutonic  order,  fubmitted  themfelves  immediately  to 
Poland  We  renounce  for  ourfe Ives  and  our  pofterity  the 
feudal  fyftem  which  has  fubfifted  hitherto  under  the  polifh 
fupremacy,  and  the  mediate  government  refulting  from  it. 
We  fubmit  ourfelves  immediately  to  her  imperial  majefty  of, 
all  the  Ruflias  and  to  her  fceptre.  We  refign  to  her,  with 
the  more  confidence  and  refpeft,  the  more  particular  detrfion 
of  our  lot,  as  her  faid  majefty  has  hitherto  fhewn  herfelf  the 
generous  prote&refs  and  guarantee  of  all  our  rights,  of  our 
laws,  of  our  cuftoms,  of  our  immunities,  of  our  privileges  *, 
and  of  our  poffemons.  She  will  certainly  be  difpofed,  ac- 
cording to  her  magnanimous  and  benevolent  way  of  thinking, 
to  ameliorate,  in  her  maternal  folicitude,  the  future  lot  of  a 
country  which  fubmits  itfelf  to  her  with  the  moft  refpe&ful 
and  the  moft  unlimited  confidence. 

III.  A  deputation  of  fix  perfons  fhall  go  to  Petersburg,  to 
follicit  her  imperial  majefty  to  deign  to  accept  of  our  entire 
fubmiifion  ;  and  in  that  cafe,  to  take  there  to  her  imperial 
majefty  the  oath  of  fidelity  and  obedience. 

*  Witnefs,  when  the  ruffian  troops  rc-inftated  Biren  by  open  force.  ' 


"VOt.  jii.  K  K 
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No.  XIIL 

Form'  of  the  Individual^  Oath  ercMeiof thehirnv  anianb 

iknrf  r^e  Poles. 

u  I  2V.  iV.  promife  and  fwear  to  God  Almighty,  by  his 
*'  holy  gofpel,  to  be  always  ready  to  ferve,  faithfully  and 
"  loyally,  her  imperial  majefty  the  mod  ferene  emprefs,  grand 
*'  lady,  Catharine  Alexievua,  autocratrix  of  all  the  Ruffias 
*'  and  her  well-beloved  fon,  grand  duke  Paul  Petrovitch,  her 
ft  lawful  fuccefior,  to  go  for  that  purpofe  to  yield  up  my  life, 
! '  and  to  ihed  the  laft  drop  of  my  blood  ;  to  pay  due  and  per- 
*e  feci  obedience  to  the  commands  already  iffued,  or  hereafter 
"  to  ifllie,  from  the  authorities  appointed  by  her  ;  to  fulfil  and 
"  maintain  them  all  confcientiouily  to  the  bed  of  my  power  j 
"'to  contribute,  with  all  my  ftrength,  to  the  maintenance  of 
ft  the  peace  and  quiet  which  hor  majefty  has  eftabliihed  in  my 
**  country,  and  to  have  no  communication  or  intelligence 
"  whatever  with  the  difturbers  of  that  quiet,  either  mediately 
*'  or  immediately,  either  publicly  or  privately,  either  by  ac- 
*'  tions  or  by  advice,  and  whatever  be  the  particular  occafion, 
f  circumflance,  or  caufe  that  may  lead  to  it. 

"  In  cafe,  on  the  contrary,  any  thing  fhould  come  to  my 
**  knowledge  prejudicial  to  \hc  inteiefts  of  her  imperial  majeity, 
ff.  or  to  the  general  welfare,  I  will  not  only  ftrive  to  remove  at 
*'  the  time,  but  I  will  oppofe  it  with  all  the  means  that  mail 
**  be  in  my  power,  to  hinder  it  from  coming  to  pals.  I  will  fq 
'*  conduct  myfelf  in  all  my  actions  as  it  behoves  me,  like 'a 
*'  faithful  citizen,  to  behave  towards  the  authorities  which 
**  her  majefty  has  fet  over  me,  and  as  I  muft  anfwer  for  it  to 
•*  God  and  to  His  terrible  judgment.  So  may  God  Help  me,  a$ 
*'  well  in  my  body  as  in  my  foul ! 

"  In  confirmation  of  the  profeffion  made  by  this  oath,  I  kifs 
*'  the  holy  word  and  the  crofs  of  my  Saviour," 
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No.  XIV. 

Russian  Declaration. 

THE  intentions  which  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the 
Ruffias  has  caufed  to  be  announced  in  the  declaration  delivered 
on  the  7 -18th  May,  laft  year,  by  her  minifter  at  Warfaw, 
upon  the  occafion  of  her  troops  entering  Poland,  were  without 
contradiction  of  a  nature  for  obtaining  the  faffrage,  deference, 
and  one  might  even  add,  thankfulnefs  of  the  whole  poliih  na- 
tion. However,  all  Europe  has  feen  in  what  manner  they 
have  been  received  and  appropriated. 

To  open  to  the  confederation  of  Targovich  the  road  by 
which  they  might  attain  the  exercife  of  their  rights  and  legal 
power,  it  was  neceffary  to  take  up  arms,  and  the  authors  of 
tlie  revolution  of  the  3d  of  May  1791,  and  their  adherents, 
have  not  quitted  the  career  by  which  they  have  provoked 
the  ruffian  troops,  until  after  they  were  vanquished  by  their 
efforts. 

But  if  open  refiftance  ceafed,  it  was  only  to  make  room  for 
fecret  machinations,  whofe  developed  fprings  are  the  more 
dangerous,  as  they  often  efcape  the  moft  attentive  vigilance, 
and  even  the  reach  of  the  law. 

The  fpirit  of  faction  and  difturbance  has  fhot  fuch  deep 
roots,  that  thofe  who  mifchievoufly  foment  and  propagate 
them,  after  having  been  unfuccefsful  in  their  cabals  at  foreign 
courts  to  render  the  views  of  Ruffia  fufpicious  to  them,  hs^ye 
endeavoured  to  delude  the  multitude,  always  eafy  to  be  over- 
taken, and  fucceeded  in  making  them  ihare  in  the  hatred  and 
animonty  they  have  conceived  againft  this  empire,  for  haying 
frustrated  them  in  their  criminal  expectations. 

Without  fpeaking  about  feveral  fafts  of  public  notoriety, 
that  prove  the  mifchievous  difpolition  of  the  greateft  number 
cf  th$  Pplao^crSj  let  it  fuihee  to  mention,  that  they  have  been 

k  k  2  known 
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known  to  abufe  even  the  principles  of  humanity  and  of  mode- 
ration, to  which  the  generals  and  officers  of  the  emprefs's 
army,  purfuant  to  the  exgrefs  orders  they  had  received,  con- 
formed their  conduct  and  actions  5  and  to  burlt  out  againtt 
them  in  all  manner  of  infults  and  bad  proceedings,  infomuch 
tliat  tlie  mofl  audacious  durft  to  make  mention  of  Sicilian 
Velpers,  and  threaten  to  make  them  undergo  the  fame. 

Such  is  the  reward  which  thefe  enemies  of  tranquillity  and 
of  good  order,  whom  her  imperial  majelty  was  willing  to  re- 
eftablifh  and  fecure  in  their  native  country,  referved  for  her 
generous  intentions. 

From  this,  one  may  guefs  at  the  fincerity  of  the  acceffion 
of  moil  among  them  to  the  now  exifting  confederation,  and 
alfo  at  the  duration  and  folidity  of  the  peace,  both  abroad  and 
in  the  bofom  of  the  republic. 

But  the  ernprefs,  accuftemed  for  thefe  thirty  years  to  firug- 
gle  againtt  the  continual  agitations  of  this  ftale,  and  truftLng  to 
the  means  Providence  gave  her  to  contain  within  their  bounds 
the  dhfentions  which  have  reigned  there  until  this  day,  would 
have  perfevered  in  her  difinterefted  exertions,  and  continued 
to  bury  in  oblivion  all  the  grievances  fhe  has  to  lay  to  its 
charge,  and  alio  the  lawful  pretenfions  to  which  they  entitle 
her,  if  inconveniences  of  a  ftill  more  ferious  nature  were  not 
to  be  apprehended.  The  unnatural  delirium  of  a  people,  of 
late  lb  Hourifhing,  now  degraded,  difmembered,  and  on  the 
brink  of  an  abyfs  ready  to  fwallow  them,  initead  of  being  an 
obieft  of  horror  for  thole  factious  perfons,  appears  to  them  a 
pattern  for  imitation.  They  endeavour  to  introduce  into  the 
boibm  of  the  republic  that  infernal  doclrine,  which  a  feet,  al- 
together impious,  faerilegious,  and  abfurd,  has  engendered, 
to  the  misfortune  and  diilblution  of  all  religious,  civil,  and 
political  focieties.# 

Clubs,  which  are  connected  with  the  jacobin  clubs  at  Paris, 
are  already  eftablifhed  in  the  capital,  as  well  as  in  feveral  pro- 
vinces of  Poland  j  they  diltil  their  poiibn  in  a  fecret  manner, 
fill  the  people's  minds  with  it,  and  caule  them  to  ferment. 

The 
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The  eftablifhment  of  an  axiom  fo  dangerous  for  all  powers 
ftvhofe  ftates  border  upon  the  dominions  of  the  republic,  mull 
naturally  excite  their  attention.  They  have  in  conjunction 
taken  the  moll  proper  meafures  for  flifling  the  evil  before  it 
came  to  maturity,  and  preventing  its  contagion  from  reaching 
their  own  frontiers.  Her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Rulfias, 
and  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruifia,  with  the  afferit  of  his 
majefty  the  emperor  of  the  F^omans,  have  found  no  other  ef- 
fectual means  for  their  refpective  fafcty  than  by  confining  the  re- 
public of  Poland  within  narrower  bounds,  by  awarding  to  her  an 
exiltence  and  proportions,  which  beft  fait  an  intermediatory 
power,  and  which  facilitate  to  her  the  means  of  fecuring  and 
prek-rvinghcrfelf,  without  prejudicing  her  former  liberty,  with 
a  government  that  is  wifely  regulated,  and  at  the  fame  time 
active  enough  to  prevent  and  reprefs  all  dilbrders  and  difturb- 
ances  that  have  i'o  often  impaired  her  own  tranquillity  and  that 
of  her  neighbours.  For  this  purpofe,  their  majefties  the  em- 
prefs of  all  the  Puiffias  and  the  king  of  Pruilia,  being  united 
in  perfect  harmony  of  views  and  principles,  are  thoroughly 
convinced  that  they  cannot  better  prevent  the  entire  fubverfion 
that  threatens  the  republic  after  the  difeord  that  has  divided 
it,  and  efpecially  by  thofe  monflrous  and  erroneous  opinions  that 
began  to  manifeft  themfelves,  than  by  uniting  to  their  refpective 
ftates  thofe  of  the  provinces  which  actually  border  upon  the 
fame,  and  by  taking  an  immediate  and  effectual  poffeffion  of 
them,  in  order  to  flicker  them  in  time  from  the  fatal  effects  of 
thefe  very  opinions  which  are  propagated  with  fo  much  zeal. 

Their  fud  majefties,  by  announcing  to  the  whole  polifh 
nation  in  general  the  firm  refolutions  they  have  taken  on  this 
head,  invite  them  to  afiemblc  as  foon  as  poffible  in  a  diet,  for 
thepurpoie  of  proceeding  to  an  amicable  regulation  concerning 
this  object,  and  to  concur  with  the  falutary  intention  they  have 
for  fecuring  to  her  in  future  a  ftate  of  undiftarbed  peace  fixed 
on  a  liable  and  folid  Lafis. 

Given  at  Grodno,  the  29th  of  March  O.  S.  9th  April  170J. 

James  de  Sievers, 
Ambaffador  extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  of  her  im- 
■pcrial  majefty  of  all  the  Rvjffias. 
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Note  delivered  on  the  i§th  of  April,  by  the  illujlrious  Gene- 
Ral  Confederation',  to  his  exc.  M.  De  Sievers,  Avihaf- 
bq/ador  Extraordinary  of  her  Majefty  the  Empress  of 
Russia,  in  Answer  to  thofe  of  that  Minister,  under  datt 
of  the  iStkult. 

THE  general  confederation  of  the  two  nations  having  en- 
joined the  under-^figned  to  anfwer  the  nr.tes  of  his  excellency 
M.  de  Sievers,  the  ambaffad  or  extraordinaryof  her  imperial 
majefty  of  all  the  Rufiias,  dated  the  9th  and  18th  of  the  pre- 
Feht  month,  they  find  themfelves  charged  and  contained  to 
confefs  that  the  confederation  never  expected  a  declaration  of 
feizing  on  the  provinces  of  the  republic  and  that  'they  on 
the  receipt  of  the  firft  note,  have  of  courfe  found  themfelves 
in  the  difficult  and  arduous  iituation  of  conciliating  the  painful 
fentiments  they  experienced  refpscting  the  regard  due  to 
neighbouring  and  allied  powers ;  a  fituation  which  alone  waS 
the  caufe  of  a  longer  deliberation. 

The  general  confederation  thought  that  they  might  indeed 
fuppofe,  by  the  purport  of  the  notes  delivered  to  them,  both 
on  the  part  of  her  imperial  majefty  of  all  the  Ruffias,  and  oh 
the  part  of  his  pruffian  majefty,  that  the  taking  of  the 
wealthier!:  provinces  of  the  republic  of  Poland,  and  whofe, 
extent  exceeds  that  which  is  left  her,  is  no  longer  an  object  of 
negotiation  fufceptible  cf  a  mutual  arrangement  but  rather  a 
declaration  of  what  thefe  two  powers  have  pleafed  to  fubmit 
under  their  dominion ;  and  it  has  confequently  appeared  to 
the  general  confederation,  that  no  power  whatfoever,  not 
even  that  of  the  diet,  being  able  to  avert  the  difafter  which 
unexpectedly  has  befallen  the  republic,  it  would  have  been  the 
duty  of  the  faid  confederation,  who  with  a  folemn  oath  have 
bound  themfelves  in  the  face  of  the  church,  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  the  country  to  the  fhialleft  particle,  to  withdraw 

themfelves 
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themfelves  from  the  leaft  participation  of  any  thing  that  might 
render  them  juftly  perjurers.  The  deliberations  then  only 
run  upon  proper  means  of  laving  the  honour  of  a  clear  and  ir- 
reproachable confcience;  but  fince  the  confederation  have 
found  themfelves  to  be  unable  to  ferve  the  country  in  a  ufeful 
manner,  and  to  deferve  by  a  loyal  counter-declaration  to  fee 
themfelves  rather  pitied  than  defpifed,.  after  an  event  they  can 
in  no  ways  reproach  themfelves  with,  and  of  which  they  hope 
to  be  cleared  by  an  equitable  and  companionate  public. 

.  Amidft  a  conteft  of  fuch  fenfations  as  thefe,  the  fecond 
note  of  his  excellency  the  ambaffador,  dated  April  the  1 8th, 
was  handed  to  the  general  confederation,  who  are  befides 
forced  ,  to  fear  ffie  reproaches  of  the  nation  concerning  their 
inaction,  efpecially  after  having  been  informed,  that  whatever 
was  furnifhed  to  the  numerous  army  of  her  imperial  majefty, 
fhould  not  be  refunded  till  the  univerfals  were  publifhed,  in 
order  to  aifcmble  an  extraordinary  diet. 

.Finally,  they  have  charged  the  underwritten  to  declare  in 
the  name  of  the.  general  confederation,  and  by  their  exprefs 
order,  that  the  faid  confederation  think  themfelves  fully  ab~ 
folved  in  the  fight  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  the  equitable 
judgments  of  the  neighbouring  and  allied  powers,  as  of 
their  own  impartial  countrymen,  concerning  any  participation 
whatever  in  the  plan  of  dividing  Poland,  and  relative  to  the 
jueafures  they  adopt,  purfuant  to  the  laws  guaranteed  by  thofe 
very  powers — by  recalling  the  members  of  the  permanent 
council,  who  have  not  given  an  account  yet  of  their  pafc.  ad- 
minifiration— by  replacing  with  new  members  thofe  that  are 
lawfully  excluded  —  and  to  further  the  complement  eftablifhed 
by  the  law  of  1775  3  by  reftoring  befides  to  this  magiftracy  all 
the  activity  given  them,  to  the  end  of  eifechially  relieving  the 
premng  exigencies  of  the  republic,  and  of  continuing  its 
government. 

The  underwritten  are  in  hopes  his  excellency  the  ambaffa- 
dor extraordinary  of  her  imperial  majefty,  will  find  this  prefent 
aufwer  as  loyal  and  juit  as  all  the  actions  of  the  confederation 

&  k  4  have 
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have  always  been,  and  that  he  will  acquaint  his  court  with  it, 
rectifying  whatever  may  have  been  the  effect  of  a  too  li- 
mited power  by  an  oath  of  the  faid  confederation  taken  in  a 
folemn  manner. 

PUTAVOKI, 

Vice-marfhal  of  the  confederation  of  Lithuania. 

Zabiello, 
Marfhal  of  the  confederation  of  the  crown. 

War  Jaw,  May  8. 


No.  XV. 

Universal,  pullij7>ed  in  the  Name  of  the  Empress  in  the 
heretofore  Polish  Provinces,  now  under  her  Dominion. 

By  the  grace  of  God,  we  Catharine  II.   emprefs    and 
fovereign  of  all  the  Ruflias, 

TO  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  provinces  forming  in  former 
times  a  part  of  the  demefnes  of  the  republic  of  Poland,  and 
now  actually  united  to  our  empire,  greeting:  and  we  give 
them  notice,  afluring  them  of  our  imperial  good  will,  of 
our  having  united  to  our  ftates  the  polifh  provinces  which  of 
old  effcntially  formed  part  of  them,  which  were  feparated  from 
them  in  critical  times,  that  which  ever  fince  that  epoch  did 
not  ceafe  to  be  expofed  to  all  the  deltrucrive  effects  of  domeftic 
difrurbances,  diforder,  and  diifentions,  and  caufing  the  mod 
fatal  infringements,  not  only  upon  public  tranquillity,  but  alfo 
upon  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  individuals.  On  one  hand, 
the  records  of  aneienthiilory;  on  the  other,  the  events  that 
took  place  under  our  eye,  prefent  to  us  on  every  fide  the 
doleful  detail  of  difaftrous  revolutions  ;  long  and  murderous 
wars ;  in  fhort,  difafters  of  every  denomination,  which  the 
people  eftablifhed  in  thefe  provinces  mull  have  experienced 
before  they  came  again  under  our  dominion,  and  ihareJ.  the 

glory 
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glory  and  profperity  our  empire  at  prefent  enjoys,  and  which 
proclaims  its  fame  in  all  corners  of  the  world.  At  laft,  how- 
ever, they  are  about  to  tafte  this  happinefs,  which  fpreads  it- 
felf  over  all  our  fubjects ;  and  our  views,  by  taking  polfeffion 
again  of  thefe  provinces,  have  been  and  will  .always  be,  to 
fecure  in  them  the  tranquillity  of  the  citizens  ;  to  eftabliih 
therein  a  wife  government,  under  wrhiqh  each  individual  may 
obtain  the  juftice  he  has  a  right  to  claim,  and  to  give  to  this 
conititutional  form  of  government  a  more  lafting  bafis  ;  where- 
fore we  think  the  firft  and  the  mod  agreeable  of  our  obliga- 
tions, and  as  it  were  a  duty  impofed  upon  us  by  the  Almighty 
himfelf,  is  that  of  anticipating  by  our  imperial  good-will  all 
the  withes  of  the  citizens  of  thefe  diftricts,  and  of  leading 
them  all  equally  to  the  path  of  felicity,  as  much  as  it  lies  in 
our  power.  Faithful  to  thefe  principles,  we  have  not  only 
guaranteed  to  each  of  them  the  fafety  of  their  perfons  and 
property,  but  we  moreover  intend  to  indemnify  them  for  the 
damages  they  have,  fuftained  through  the  difturbances  and  dif- 
orders  which  took  place  in  thefe  provinces,  through  the 
marching  of  troops,  and  efpecially  in  the  laft  war,  of  which 
this  part  has  been  the  chief  feat.  Wifhing  moreover  to  give 
them  the  firft  token- of  our  maternal  follicitude,  we  have  given 
orders  to  oitr  general  governor  of  the  faid  provinces,  M. 
Krechetnikof,  to  cauie  an  accurate  inventory  to  -be  made  of 
thofe  damages ;  neverthelefs,  we  farther  prohibit  the  collect- 
ing from  any  clafs  of  citizens,  of  any  kind  of  taxes  or  contri- 
butions whatever,  for  the  benefit  of  our  treafury,  from  this 
day  forward  to  the  firft  of  January  1795,  except,  fuch  volun- 
tary gifts  as  the  citizens  ihould  offer  of  their  own  accord,  and 
which,  therefore,  cannot  be  a  burden  to  any  body  whatever  j 
referving  our  farther  difpofitions  on  this  head.  We  permit 
alio  the  cplteetion  en  the  old  footing,  till  we  fhall  order  it 
other  wife,  cf  all  the  tolls  and  duties  inwards,  according  to  the 
already-eiiabliihed  cufcom-houfe  officers,  or  that  are  able  to  be 
fo  on  the  new  frontiers  of  the  empire  of  Ruilra,  as  being  in- 
diipenfably  neceflary  in  the  prefent  juncture,  for  the  eftablifh- 
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ment  and  maintenance  of  the  government,  and  the  chancery 
of  our  imperial  Fifcus. 

The  iirir  action  of  our  authority  being  a  tcfiimony  of  bene- 
t'olence  in  favour  of  fubje£ts  that  are  newly  come  under  our 
dominion,  and  of  folicitude  for  the  welfare  of  the  country  they 
inhabit,  we  are  apt  to  think  that  they  will  gratefully  receive 
this  mark  of  favour,  and  will  know  how  to  value,  as  they 
ought  to  do,  the  defire  we  announce  here  of  gaining  their 
hearts  by  our  favours,  and  to  attach  them  to  their  ancient 
mother  country,  by  the  hopes  of  the  advantages  we  offer  them 
inftead  of  fubduing  them  by  dint  of  arms.  We  hope  that, 
anfwering  our  generous  views,  they  will  fend  up  to  Heaven 
their  thankfgivings  for  their  being  returned  into  the  bofom'of 
their  ancient  mother-country,  that  adopts  them  for  the  fecond 
time ;  that  the  object  of  their  zeal  and  of  their  endeavours 
■will  be,  to  corroborate  them  in  the  fealty  they  owe  us,' 
and  in  aconftant  fubmiflion  to  cur  laws  ;  that  they  will  unite 
themfelves  with  heart  and  foul  to  our  faithful  fubjects  the 
Ruffians  $  that,  in  fhort,  they  will  form,  as  they  did  formerly, 
a  refpectable  nation,  always  tractable,  always  faithful  to  their 
monarchs,  always  valiant  and  invincible,  whereby  they  will 
render  themfelves  truly  worthy  of  the  folicitude  we  lhew  to 
them,  as  a  tender  mother,  who  only  willies  for  the  happineft 
of  her  children. 

Given  in  the  city  of  St.  Petersburg,  our  imperial  refidence, 
the  24th  of  April  1793,  of  the  birth  of  Jcius  Chrift;  of 
our  dominion  over  all  the  Rufiias  the  31ft,  and  over 
Tauridathe  10th. 

(Signed)  Catharine. 
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No.  XVI. 

Xemonstrances  made  to  the  Count  deSievers,  the  Rus- 
sian Ambassador,  on  the  Pari  of  the  King  and  the 
States  of  Poland  ly  the  Chancellor  of  the  Crown, 
and  of  the  Grand  Duchy  o/'Lithuania. 

THE  king,  and  the  confederated  ftates  of  the  republic, 
having  had  notice  of  a  fecond  violence  committed  to-day  upon 
the  deputies  of  the  nation,  of  whom  many  have  been  arrefced 
at  their  houfes  — feeling  with  ibrrov/  the  injuries  which  a  free 
and  independent  nation  has  fuffered  from  a  foreign  power, 
and  not  being  able  to  continue  legally  our  deliberations  without' 
the  prefence  of  thole  members  of  the  diet,  we  have  ordered 
unanimoufly  the  chancellor  to  prefent,  in  our  name,  a  note  to 
the  ruffian  ambaffador,  to  reprefent  to  him  the  general  fenfa- 
tion  which  fuch  a  proceeding  has  occafioned,  and  to  demand 
the  immediate  enlargement  of  the  perfons  arrefted. 

Having  alio  learned,  that  the  ambaffador  had  ordered  the 
provifions  detuned  for  the  ufe  of  the  king  to  be  intercepted^ 
and  the  cftates  of  M.  Tyslkievitclumarfhalofthe  grand  duchy 
of  Lithuania,  to  be  fequeftrated,  which  gives  us  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend that  in  future  fuch  violences  may  be  increafed,  we  re*- 
folved  unanimoufly,  that  the  chancellor  fhall  make  to  the  am 
balfador  fu.itable  reprefentations  on  the  fubject,  infilling  that 
fuch  orders  fhould  be  countermanded,  as  well  with  regard  to 
the  king's  domains,  as  the  fequeitration  of  the  eftates  of  which 
the  violation  has  not  yet  come  to  our  knowledge,  and  that 
the  ambaffador  will  henceforth  be  pleafed  to  abftain  from 
giving  fuch  orders. 

A  copy  of  this  note  mail  be  communicated  to  all  the  foreign 
minifters  refiding  near  the  king's  peribn,  and  the  ftate*  aft 
fembled. 

Done  at  Grodno,  July  n,  Ijrpj, 
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Note  delivered  to  M.  de  Sievers. 


THE  underfigned  have  the  honour,  by  the  exprefs  com- 
mand of  the  king  and  the  confederate  diet,  to  difplay  to  the 
ambaffador-extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  of  the  emprefs  of 
Rufiia  the  reafons  which  plainly  militate  againft  the  edition  of 
the  provinces  of  the  republic  of  Poland,  taken  poffefiion  of  ill 
the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year  by  the  Pruiiian  troops,  and  de- 
manded by  the  court  of  Berlin. 

It  is  notorious,  that  the  treaties  of  1773  and  1790,  on  the 
part  of  the  court  of  Berlin,  fecured  not  only  the  poilcflion  of 
thofe  provinces,  but  alio  guaranteed  their  defence. 

No  infringement  of  thofe  treaties  on  the  part  of  Poland  has 
been  adduced,  nor  can  be  adduced  ;  whereas,  on  the  contrary, 
the  republic,  fmce  1773,  has  not  ceafed,  by  various  reiterated 
nbtes,  to  complain  of  open  tranfgreffions  refpefting  the  non- 
performance of  feveral  articles  of  the  treaty  of  1773,  which 
affure  to  the  fubjefts  of  the  republic  of  Poland  a  free  commerce 
In  all  the  pruflian  territories,  and  likewife  the  free .  paffage  of 
their  produ&ions  through  the  fame  territories  into  other  ftates. 

The  event  of  the  3  :ft  of  May,  1791,  cannot  be  adduced  by 
the  court  of  Berlin  as  a  motive  for  feizing  the  provinces  of  the 
republic,  fmce  there  are  authentic  documents,  by  which  the 
king  of  Prullia  exprefied,  in  the  moft  marked  terms,  his  ap- 
probation of  that  event,  and  even  intimated  that  he  found  it 
much  to  his  advantage. 

"With  regard  to  the  charge  of  jacobinifm,  we  have  already 
fufficiently  evinced,  by  the  many  circumstantial  aniwers  given, 
that  this  pernicious  -doctrine  has  never  yet  infefted  the  bofom 
of  the  polifh  nation,  and  that  government  has  taken  the  moft 
vigorous  and  moft  energetic  meafures  that  it  fhoukl  not  fpread 
in  Poland  by  any  foreign  emiiiary  that  might  be  employed  for 
that  purpofe. 

3  The 
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The  confederate  ftates  of  the  republic  being  thus  convinced 
tha>t  they  have  given  no  reafon  to  the  king  of  Pruflia  which 
can  warrant  the  taking  poflefiion  of  the  polifh  provinces  by  his- 
troops,  have  exprefsly  charged  the  underfigned  to  have  recourfe, 
by  a  note,  in  the  moft  urgent  manner,  to  the  generosity  and 
equity  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia,  to  induce  her  to  interpofe  in 
the  moft  powerful  manner  with  the  king  of  Pruflia,  in  order 
to  avert  the  misfortunes  with  which  Poland  is  threatened,  and 
already  unfortunately  overwhelmed. 

The  confederate  diet  apply  by  this  requeft,  and  with  the 
more  hope  to  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia,  as  they  have  recently 
given  the  moft  c  evincing  proofs  to  that  great  princefs,  of 
the  confidence  they  repofe  in  her,  and  the  reverence  they  feel 
for  her  authority. 

Of  this  charge  the  underfigned  acqttit  themfelves,  in  virtue 
of  the  exprefs  orders  of  the  king  and  the  confederate  ftates,  in 
diet  afiembled. 

(Signed)  PRINCE  SULKOFSKY, 

Grand  chancellor  of  the  crown. 
CASIMIR  PLATER, 
Vice-chancellor  of  Lithuania, 
Grodno,  July  27,  1793- 


Answer  of  the  Russian  Ambassador. 

THE  underfigned,  however  flattering  he  finds  the  new- 
proofs  of  confidence  which  the  ftates  of  the  republic  repofe  in 
her  imperial  majefty,  his  miftrefs,  can  as  litde  agree  to  the 
Jeaft  delay  refpe6ting  the  overture  of  the  negotiations  with  the 
pruflian  ambafiador.  The  ftates  are  immediately  to  furnifh 
the  delegation  with  the  defired  inftruftions  and  powers.  The 
readinefs  which  will  be  fhewn  for  that  purpofe,  will  ferve  as 
thf  meafure  of  the  interference  which  her  imperial  majefty 
will  make,  in  order  to  complete  thofe  affairs  which  lie  fo  near 

to 
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td  the  heart  of  the  republic,  This  readinefs  will  likewlfe  in- 
duce the  King  of  Proffia  to  make  favourable  commercial  ar- 
rangements, and  to  regulate  other  important  objects. 

The  underfigned  is  ready  to  interpofe  his  mediation  when- 
ever he  ihall  be  called  upon  in  the  faid  negotiation,  the  fpeedy 
oonclufion  of  which  has  been  recently  preicribed  tq  him  by 
the  emprefs  his  fovereign. 

(Signed)        JAMES  DE  SIEVERS. 


For  three  fuccemve  days  the  diet  was  affailed  with  official 
notes  from  the  ruffian  ambaifador  and  the  p  ruffian  minifter, 
full  of  threats  and  menaces,  preffing  the  fignature  of  the 
treaty.  The  ftates,  however,  perfifted  in.  their  refufal.  At 
laft  M.  de  Sievers,  the  ruffian  ambalfadcr,  lent  in  his  ulti- 
matum in  a  note,  which  ended  with  the  following  expref- 
fions  : 

"  The  underwritten  mud  befides  inform  the  ftates  of  the 
republic  affembled  in  the  confederate  diet,  that  he  thought  it 
of  abfolute  neceflity,  in  order  to  prevent  every  diforder,  to 
order  two  battalions  of  grenadiers,  icith  four  pieces  of  cannon, 
to  purround  the  cajile,  under  the  command  of  major-general 
Rautenfeldt,  who  is  to  concert  meafures  with  the  grand  mar- 
ilial  of  Lithuania  for  fecuring  the  tranquillity  of  their  delibe- 
rations. The  under-written  expetfs  that  the  fitting  will  not 
terminate  until  the  demanded  fignature  of  the  treaty  is  de- 
cided." 

Done  at  Grodno,  the  2d  of  September,  1793. 

Pecr.ee  of  the  Diet,  pqffl'd  on  the  2d  nf  Septemlcr,  at 
Grodno,  empowering  tfie  Deputation  to  treat  with  the 
Prussian  Minister. 

■    WE  the  king,  together  with  the  confederate  ftates  of  the 
republic  affembled  in  diet,  having  heard  the  report  of  the  de- 
putation • 
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putatlon  appointed  to  negotiate  with  the  minifter  of  the  king 
of  Pruilia,  and  feen  the  plan  of  the  propofed  treaty— :Wherea* 
it  appears,  that,  notwithftanding  the  mediation  of  the  ruffian 
ambaflador,  the  court  of  Berlin  perfifts  in  meafures  detrimen- 
tal to  the  republic,  and  that  hardly  a  modification  of  fome  of 
the  articles  in  that  treaty  was  obtained,  whereby  we  find  our- 
felves  in  the  higheft  degree  opprefied :  Therefore,  far  from 
acknowledging  the  pretended  legality  of  right  whereby  the 
court  of  Berlin  endeavours  to  juftify  its  violence  exerted 
towards  the  republic,  but,  on  the  contrary,  adhering  mod 
ftrictly  to  our  former  declaration  by  the  note  given  in  anfwer 
to  thole  of  the  two  allied  courts  —  Declare  before  all  Europe, 
to  whom  we  have  repeatedly  appealed,  That,  founded  on  the 
faith  of  treaties  moft  facredly  obferved  on  our  part,  as  well 
as  on  that  of  the  treaty  recently  entered  into  with  his  majefty 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  at  his  own  dejire,  in  the  year  r  790, 
(whereby  the  independence  and  the  integrity  of  Poland  were 
guaranteed  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,)  being  deprived  of 
free-will,  furrounded  at  this  very  moment  of  the  prefent  aft 
by  an  armed  foreign  force,  and  threatened  with  a  further  in- 
vafion  of  the  pruilian  troops,  to  the  end  of  ruining  our  re- 
maining- territories,  we  are  forced  to  commiflion  and  authoriie 
the  fa  id  deputation  to  fign  the  treaty,  fuch  as  it  was  planned 
and  amended  under  the  mediation  of  the  ruffian  ambailador, 
containing  in  particular  this  claufe— "That  it  fhall  be  gua- 
ranteed by  her  majefty  the  emprels  of  Rufiia,  his  fovereign, 
with  all  feparate  articles  relating  thereto,  especially  in  regard 
to  commerce,  clergy,  fecurity  of  the  republic,  and  of  the  in- 
habitants, either  wholly  comprifed  under  foreign  dominion, 
or  pofleffiqg  property  in  both  countries ;  namely,  that  the  pre- 
fent prince  primate  of  Poland  might  refide  conftantly  within 
the  republic,  for  attending  to  his  high  office,  and  enjoy  his 
entire  revenues  ;  alfo,  that  in  cafe  of  the  family  of  the  princes 
Radzivil  being  extinct,  the  houfe  of  Brandenburg  fliould  not 
form  any  preterifion  to  their  fucceffion,  which  fliall  belong  to 

the 


5*' 


APPENDIX,    NO.  XVI. 


the  repubKe."  With  the  following  alteration)  however,  of 
the  laft  article  in  the  faid  treaty ;  "  That  we  the  king  will  not 
ratify  fuch  treaty  of  ceffion,  both  in  our  and  in  the  republic's 
name,  unlefs  the  treaty  of  commerce,  and  all  feparate  articles 
mutually  agreed  on,  under  the  accepted  mediation  and  gua- 
rantee of  the  court  of  Rufiia,  by  both  parties,  ihall  be  finally 
fettled  and  figned  by  the  contracting  powers." 


END   OF   THE  APPENDIX. 
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AA,  a  river  of  Courland,  ill-  364.. 

olition  of  the  meffages  between  Sweden  and  Ruflia,  iii,  496. 
.^'/W^-patha,  ftrangled,  ii.  65* 
Abdul  Ac luned  IV.  death  and  character  of,  iii.  270,  271. 

Abdulbamet ,  janiffaries  diffatisfied  with,  ii.   15c. 

Abeldyl,  fent  to  Copenhagen,  iii.  251.  goes  off  to  the  coafls  of  Sca- 
nia, 252. 

Abilities  a£  the  emprefs,  extraordinary,  1.311. 

Abo,  treaty  of,  iii.  222. 

Academicians,  fent  to  iravel  through  the  empire,  i.  4.54. 

Academy,  of  arts,  founded  by  emprefs  Elizabeth,  ii.  324.  the  num- 
ber of  its  pupils  increafed,  i.  461.  of  Stockholm,  princefs  Dam- 
kof  made  a  member  of,  iii.  43. 

Acbmetfcbed,  iii.  23. 

Ackerman,  the  white  town,  ii.  37.  fubmits  to  prince  Potemkin,  iii. 
278. 

Acre,  country  of,  to  the  plains  of  Eldraelon,  excited,  ii.  44. 

Aft  of  furrender  of  Courland,   Semigallia,  &rc.  iii.  496. 

Adair,  Mr.  his  reception  at  St.  Peterfburg,  iii.  317. 

Adrianople,  difturbances  at,  ii.  149. 

Advancement,  means  of  obtaining,  iii.  4. 

JEgypt,  frontiers  of,  ii.  44..  revolution  in,  50.  the  granary  of  Con- 
ftantinople,  5 1 .  correfpondences  formed  in,  iii.  166.  the  capudan- 
paiha  returns  from,  174.  produces  great  quantities  of  good  fugar, 
186. 

JEplnus,  fome  account  of,  iii.  123. 

Aga-Makmed,  the  moil  powerful  of  the  tyrants  of  Periia,  iii.  ^9. 

Aiguilkn,  duke  of,  fome  account  of,  ii.  95. 

Ainjlie,  fir  Robert,  the  fuppofed  author  of"  the  fpirited  arid  elegant 
manifefto  from  the  porte,  iii.  40. 

Alane$  expelled  from  the  Krim  by  the  Goths,   iii.  25. 

A/banians,  antient,  the  Lefghis,  iii.  53. 

Albert,  of  Auftria,  renounces  his  claim  to  Bavaria,  iii.  383.  of  Bran- 
denburg, perfidy  of,  ii.  106. 

Alernbiri,  invited  to  Peterfburg,  i.  288.  refufes  the  offer  of  be; rig 
preceptor  to  the  grand-duke,  i.  405.  letter  from  the  emprefjs  to, 
i.  994. 

Ahppo,  ruflian  veflels  trade  at,  iii.  20. 

Alexander  Nefsky,  St.  order  of,  ii.  372. 

vol.  1:1.  L  l  Alexander 
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Alexander  the  Great,  defirous  of  being  talked  of,  ii.  530. 

Alexander,  grand-duke,  iii.  290.  marries,  375. 

Alexandra,  grand-duchefs,  attracts  the   attention   of  the  king   of 

Sweden,  iii.  362. 
Alexandria,  the  pharos  of,  iii.  187. 
Aleyutau  ifles,  difcovered,  i.  454. 
Al'i-bey,   mofl  ferviceable  to   Ruffia,    ii.  44.    lays  claim   to  Syria, 

Paleftine,  and  Arabia,  52.    conne&ed  with  the  Ruffians  in  the 

Mediterranean,   134.  his  death,   135. 
Alliance,  an  uninterrupted,  fubfi fling  two  or  three  centuries,  between 

France   and  the   porte,  iii.  209.  between  Ruffia  and  Denmark* 

233.  triple  between  England,  Aufiria  and  Ruffia,  377. 
Almann,  Dr.  his  reafon  for  not  attending  in  his  office,  ii.  312. 
Alte/li,  gets  acquainted  with  Bulgakof,  iii.  354. 
Ambition,  of  the  polifli  nobles  confummates  the  ruin  of  their  coun- 
try, i.  358.  works  ftrange  metarnorphofes,  ii.  283.  love  is  filent 

in  the  prefence  of,  309.  an  inftance  of,  in  the  fpringing  up  of  a 

new  prophet,  iii.  64.  and  vanity  feldom  grow  old,  94. 
Ambrofe,  St.  how  his  long  got  into  the  ruffian  liturgy,  ii.  286. 
Ambrofius,  archbifhop  of  Mofco,  ftrives  to  quell  a  commotion,  and  is 

murdered,  ii.  74,  75. 
Anwar,  river,  preparations  for  taking  poffeffion  of  the,  iii.  307. 
Amurath  and  Ibrahim,  rebellious  beys,  the  fame  that  were  routed  by 

general  Bonaparte,  iii.  174. 
Anadyr,  a  voyage  of  difcovery  departs  from  the,  iii.  133. 
Anapa,  taken  by  general  Gudovitch,  iii.  3 15. 
Andreof,  Peter  I.  fails  on  the  Calpian  to  the  town  of,  iii.  53. 
Andrew,  St.  order  of,  ii.372. 
Anecdote  oi  a  lady  in  a  dangerous  fituation,  ii.  240.  of  a  young  ger^ 

man  nobleman,  254.  of  a  man  that  fells  a  ring,  256.  of  agerman 

lady  and  a  rafnofehtfchik,  258. 
Anhalt-Bernbtrg,  a  relation  of  the  emprefs,  iii.  248.  killed  at  Par- 

dakofsky,  257. 
Anthony  Ulrik,  duke,  reje&s  the  offer  of  liberty,  ii.  171, 
Apothecaries,  precautions  concerning  their  medicines,  ii.  265. 
Ankarjlram,  the  aifaflin,  wears  the  white  handkerchief,  ii.  349.  the 

king's  wound  received  from,  declared  mortal,  iii.  357. 
A^ne,  St    order  of,  ii.  374,  375. 

Anne,  proclaimed  regent  during  the  minority  of  Ivan  III.  i.  373. 
Antizof,  the  confidant  of  Pugatfhef,  ii.  212. 
Apollo,  the,  a  famous  room  in  the  palace,  ii.  3  7.5- 
Apraxin,  marfhal,  takes  Memel  and  gains  a  victory  over  the  Pruffians 

at  Grofs   Ysegerldorf,  i.  T12.    is  removed  from  the  command, 
113.  diilinguifhes  himfelf  againlt  the  Tartars,  iii.  126. 
Arbitrary  power,  uncertain  tenure  of,  ii  303. 
Archangel,  dockyards  of,  ii.  28.  421.  engliih  veffels  arrive  in  greater 

numbers  at,  366.  harbour  made,  iii.  101. 
A\<-cbbilhop  of  Kazan  fubmiifively  brings  a  bag  of  gold  to  Pugatfhef, 

ii.  215. 
A'-clettt,  nuncio  at  Warfaw,  fent  to  Peterfburg,  iii,  7 
Arches,  triumphal,  ereded  at  Mofco,  ii.  281. 


Archi- 


ll 
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Archimandrite ,  1.  481. 

Aichipelago,  a  ruiiian  fleet  in  the,,  ii.  30.  35.  peftilence  extends 

even  there,  ii.  158.  northern,  travelled  over  by  Catharine's  orders, 

iii.  150. 
Architects,  at  St.  Peterfburg,  iii.  440. 
Archives,  reduced  to  order  by  the  learned  Muller,  ii.  407. 
Argonauts,  iii.  25. 
Agumtnts,  ufed  by  the  king  of  Pruffia  to  eftablifh  his  claims  on 

Poland,  ii.  107,  108.  for  opening  and  fhutting  the  Scheldt,  iii.  7-. 
Armfeldt,  baron,  negotiates  a  peace,  iii.  265.  appointed  miniiter  to 

Naples,  358, 
Armed  neutrality,   ii.  465.  to  478.     ■    - 
Armies,  vaft,  preparing  for  the  field,  iii.  245. 
Arms,  the  din  of,  firft  heard  at  Peterlburg,  iii.  203. 
Army  of  Ruffia,  iii.  386,  387,  388. 
Arjkine,  ruffian  meafure,  i.  47. 
Artelfcbiki)  or  porters,  i.  29. 

Article,  fecret,  in  the  treaty  with  the  king  of  Pruffia,  i.  361, 
Artificers,    foreign,    i.  34.  fare  better  than  the  ruffian,  i.  29.  dif- 

proportion  between  them,  ib. 
Artift,  german,  luperlative  production  of,  i.  45. 
Artifts  of  Paris,  bounties  to  the,  i.  40^: 
Ajcbberg,  count  Ranzau,  envoy  from  Copenhagen,  i.  290. 
Afia,  the  moil:  defert  provinces  of,  have  been   repeatedly  the  feats 

of  arts,  arms,  cemmer.  e ,  and  literature,  ii.  .25.  and  Europe  opens 

a  wide  field  for  the  ambition  of  Ruffia,  428. 
Aj datis troops,  great  bodies  of,  drawn  into  Europe,  iii.  33. 
AJlrakhan,  lands  proper  for  cultivation  in  the  government  of,  i.    2r, 

a  prey  to  revolt,  ii.  1^8.  the  environs  of,  furmih  no  oak  timber, 

Atlas,  geographical,  of  uncommon  fize,  iii.  423. 

Atta7nan,  what  that  title  imports,  ii.  193. 

Auguftuslll,  declining  in  his  health,  i.^54. 

Augufius,  Sigifmond,  of  Poland,  i.  35  .  his  wife  a&  of  toleration, 
409.  on  his  death  the  poliih  conftitution  changed,  412. 

Aiijhajia,  a  new  kingdom  to  be  confiituted  under  the  revived  deno- 
mination of,  iii.  94. 

Aujiria,  number  of  people  it  got  by  the  partition  of  Poland,  ii    1    3 
Catharine  irritated  againit,  382.  the  fellifli  policy  and  iyubv 
plicity  of,  iii.  207. 

Auteroche,  the  abbe  Chappe  d',  his  book  anfwered  by  the  err 
i.288.  J 

Autocrator,  its  fignification,  iii.  398. 

Azof  andTaganrok,  Ruffians  matters  of,  ii.  8.  retained,   154. 

Azof,  fea  of,  a  channel  of  conveyance  for  the  produces  of  Ruffia  to 
the  Mediterranean,  ii.  365. 

A*°f>  fea  of,  or  the  Palus  Moeotis,  iii.  21.  23. 


l  l  2  SASADAj 


$l6  INDEX. 


■~    , 


B.     ' 

BABJQA,  theTurks  beaten  at,  iii.  315. 

Bacbweiftmc,  profeffor  of  geography  and  hittory,  iii.  1  z$. 

Bacbtfchifara,,  the  empre  15  makes  her  pompous  entry  into,  m.  15a. 

Bakunn,  miniirer  for  foreign  affairs,  iii.  162. 

Balmame,  general,  takes  the  town  of  Keffa  by  furpnfe,  m.  30. 

Bdiiic,  ruiliari  marine  in  the,  ii.  422.  united  with  the  Cafpian,  by 

means  of  a  canal,  iii.  134. 
Banc,  a  Frenchman,  diftils  excellent  brandy  at  Aftrakhan,  m.  24. 
Baptifm  into  the  greek  faith,  ii.  137-  _ 

Bar,  coniederation  of,  ii.  8.  harraffed  by  the  ruffian  troops,  80. 

Jofeph  II.  feems  difpoled  to  iuccour,  96. 
Baratinjky,  prince,  one  of  the  affaffins  of  Peter  III.  1.  274.  »•  bB- 

aas  as  chief  njoumer  by  the  coffin  of  that  monarch,  in.  .380. 
Bajlikahf,  captain,  loies  his  Ihip  at  the  illes  d'Hieres,  n.  420. 
Bajhkhs  prefer  their  old  idolatry  to  a  religion  of  greedy  oppreffors, 

ii.302. 
BacfiXiui  to,»  'E*x»*a>.',  iii.  290.  [there  mifprintedj   a  «  for  a  X.J    . 
Baftaras,  how  they  derive  their  names  in  Ruflia.  iii.  2.  _      u 

Bar!,,  order  of  the,  conferred  by  Catharine  on  fir  James  Harris,  11. 

367. 
Baitcgues,  apunifhment,  how  inffi&ed,  ii.  16.3. 
Bavaria,  Charles  Theodore-  fucceeds  Maximilian  Jofeph,  as  elector 

of   ii     c-;        Catharine  demands  the  immediate  dereliction   of, 

384.  AnUria   obtains  a  part  of,  386.  to  be  exchanged  for  the 

aiiftrian  Netherlands,  iii  94*  ' 

BeaT,  marquis  de,  lent  from  Lewis  XV.  to  Petersburg,  1,  404. 
Beck,  general,  wounded  at  Otchakof,  111.  186. 

Bdbek,  river,  iii.  24-  '■    . 

/W/w-'s  ifhnd,  a  iaftory  fettled  at,  1.  454.  . 

St^mffuccclstullybdiegcd,  ii.  34.  furrenden>to  Pamn,  36.  iur- 

rendersat  dil'cretion  to  prince  Potemkin,  111.278. 
Bercclhitn  of  the  waters,  ceremony  of,  i.  1 79- 
Beniflaufsky  iteil  coadjutor  to  Shezronchevitch,  m.  5. 

Bcnoit,  the  prullian  minihVr  at  Warfaw,  11.  277. 
Benzel/Ucma,  lieutenant  colonel    Hi  2^0 
Berednihf,  governor  of  bchluiielourg  cattle,  1.  $2. 
Berenger,  charge  des  affaires  of  France,  1.  403. 

tit*'  Iffift  j*KS  ^e  grand-duke  to,  ii.  316.  public  entry 

,-,nd-dir  defcribed,  318.  prefents  at  leaving, .322. 

B?r*Uf,coutit,  removed  from  hfi  place  of  miniiter  at  Copenhagen, 
BZf     hi,  ^  ath  and  character,   «£  the  bounty  of  the  court  ex- 
3ed  to  his  family,  3.38.  a  prudent  minifter,  392.  mediates  an 

^SSr^urie^rom;  ii.  37-    ftriAM  with   fait  from. the 

Trim     iii    22.  defigned  to  form  part  of  a  lovereignty  for  prince 

Potemkin,  274.  general  Kamenfkoi  commands  in,  279.  336.^ 
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Stftucbef,  his  origin,  i.  37.  inimical  to  the  grand  duke  Peter,  76. 
Purloins  the  will  of  Catharine  I.  78.  Becomes  the  i'ycophant  of 
Soltikof  in  order  to  his  undoing,  98.  removed  from  his  office, 
113.  fentenccd  to  banifhment,  116.  recalled  from  exile,  281. 
publifhes  a  book  of  devotion,  283.  attends  the  emprefsto  Mofco, 
2qi.  his  prudent  advice  to  Catharine,  355.  counfels  Orlof  to  ob- 
tain a  fhaie  in  the  throne,  3 j6.  adviies  Catharine  to  take  a  con- 
fort,  i.  337.  declaration  publilhed  by  the  emprefs  on  his  recall 
from  Siberia,  497,  498. 

Betzkdi,  a  natural  ion  of  prince  TrubetzkoT,  iii.  2. 

Beys  of  Egypt,  revenues  of  the,  iii.  187.  the  French  have  it  always 
in  their  power  to  make  an  alliance  with,   188. 

Bezborodfo,  admitted  into  the  council,  ii.  402.  minifter,  iii.  41.  128. 
162.  makes  a  declaration  on  the  part  of  the  emprefs,  320.  de- 
puted to  the  congrefs  at  Yally,  334.  lofes  much  of  his  influence, 

335' 
Bibikof,  engaged  in  a  confpiracy,  i.  205.  recalled  from  the  frontiers 

of  Turkey,  ii.  206.  forces  Pugatfhef  to  raife  the  liege  of  Oren- 
burg, 208.  killed,  209. 

Bielvorod,  fubmits  to  prince  Potemkin,  iii.  278. 

Bitl>n<rs,  an  Englifhman,  proceeds  from  the  Kovima  for  the  purpofe 
of  doubling  the  Tchuktfchi  promontory,  iii.  134. 

Birrn,  Erneft  John,  account  of,  1.  160.  Biren  and  Munich  con- 
trafted,  276.  his  fervile  addrefs  to  Catharine,  284.  declaration  in 
favour  of,  328.  banifhed  to  Yaroilaf,  373.  dies  at  a  great  age, 
ii.  140.  Peter,  his  ion,  iii.  368.  cha racier  of,  iii.  370. 

Bifhopric,  in  the  latin  ritual,"  erected  by  the  emprefs  at  Mohilef,.ii. 
276. 

Bifljops,  regular  fucceffion  of,  interrupted  by  Nikon,  ii.  191. 

Black-eagle,  order  of,  given  to  Catharine,  i.  329. 

Blaumayer,  lieutenant  colonel,  charged  with  a  voyage  of  difcovery, 
iii.  132. 

Bobrinjky,  brought  up  by  the  emprefs,  ii.  85.  whom  the  emprefs 
had  by  Gregory'Orlof,  fmiihed  his  ftudies  at  Leipuck  andiLaufann, 
iii.  2.  called  from  Reval  to  Peteriburg  by  Paul  I.  4 

Bog-ue,  a  vaft  ruffian  army  appears  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  iii.  24.6. 

Bohemia,  prullian  army  on  the  frontiers  of,  iii.  292. 

Borefund,  taken  by  captain  Trevenen,  iii.  261. 

Boryflhtnes,  four  turkiih  iliips  of  the  line  come  and  anchor  there, 
while  the  emprefs  is  at  Kherfon,  iii.  157. 

Bofpborus  founded  by  Mithridates,  iii.  25. 

Bojlon  and  Philadelphia,  bloody  war  to  prevent  their  independence, 
ii-  3S9. 

Brabant,  Jofeph  II.  hears  of  the  rebellion  there  while  at  Kh?rfon, 
iii.  158. 

Brandy  and  beer  diftributed  among  the  foldiers,  i  266.  and  mooey, 
great  effects  of,  291. 

Bramcla,  countefs,  the  favourite  niece  of  prince  Potemkin,  iii  324. 

Braniichy,  count,  takes  arms  againflthe  Ruffians  iu  Poland,  i.  364. 
defeated  by  a  body  of  Ruffians,  368. 

Brsjfan,  initance  of  gratitude  in,  i.  239. 

L  l  3  Bretcuil, 
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Breteuil,  applied  to  for  a  fupply,  i.  222.  fets  out  for  Vienna,  223. 

how  he  was  of  fervice  to  the  confpiracy,  224.  his  vanity,  303, 

Catharine's  converfation  with,  326.0!  Tefchen,  ii.  386.  favoured 

her  fchemes,  iii.  103. 
Brocktorf,  fecretary,  his  fentiments  of  Catharine,  i.  300, 
Bronze  manufactory,  i.  32,  33. 
Bronvn,  general,  i.  114.  honeft  limplicity  of,  387. 
Bruce,  count,  made  governour  of  Mofco,  1.391,  countefs,  married 

to  Mouffin  Poulhkin,  iii.  3 10. 
Brubl,  count,   i.  104.. 

Brummer,  infhucts  the  young  Scphia,  i.  69, 
Biujfels,  negotiations  at,  broken  up,  iii.  81. 
Byzantium,  iii.  155. 

Budberg,  baron,  agent  at  Stockholm,  iii.  360. 
Buildings  raifed  in  Ruffia  with  greater  celerity  than  elfe  where, 

.147- 

B:tkba?eji,  negotiations  there  refamed,  ii.  p$. 

Bulgakrf  [miiprinted   Bulgaztf]  a  treaty  figned  with,  ii:.  40.  43. 
forms  correfpondences  in  iEgypt,  165.  brings  Altefti  to  Warfaw, 

354- 
Bull,  papal,  abolifhing  the  order  of  jefuits,  iii.  7.  annulled  at  the 

inftance  of  Catharine  by  Pius  VI.  6. 
Bulof,  colonel,  lent  againft  Pugatfhef,  and  inhumanly  put  to  the 

fword,  ii.  201. 
Buft  of  the  emprefs,  marble,  made  by  mademoifelle  Coilot.  iii.  16. 
Butterlin,  countefs,  i.   430.    count,  nephew  to  princefs   Dafhkof, 

iii.  92. 

b. 

CABOT,  Sebafriari,  proposes  a  voyage  of  difcovery,  iii.  ioj. 

Cadiz,  ruffian  ihips  in  the  port  of,  i.  $.$$. 

Cairo,  Ali-bey  removed  from,  ii.  44. 

Cairo,  a  garrilbn  of  janifiaries  at,  ii.  $i. 

Cameron,  Charles,  an  englifh  architect  employed  at  Tzarfkoe-fela, 
iii.  89. 

Canal  and  docks  of  Cronfladt,  i.  252. 

Canals  and  rivers  of  Peterlburg  embanked  with  granite,  ii.  175. 

Candia,  the  fugar-cane  thrives  well  there,  iii.  186. 

Caps,  party  of,  fupported  by  Ruffia,  is  continually  making  ufur- 
pations  on  the  royal  prerogatives,  ii.  341. 

Captain  of  a  ruffian  ihip,  bold  exploit  of  a,  ii.  304. 

Captains,  ferving  under  admiral  Greig,  puniffied  for  not  doing  their 
duty,  iii.  221. 

Capudan  pafha,  his  uncommon  merits,  ii.  43  r,  432.  man  of  ex- 
traordinary patriotifm  and  great  abilities,  iii.  ^.  is  appointed 
grand-admiral  of  the  fleet  and  generaliffimo  of  the  armies  in  the 
Euxine,  173. 

Caravans,  to  China,  ii.  301. 

Caravans,  when  firft  let  up  by  the  Bukharians  and  Siberians,  to 
Pekin,  iii.  68. 

Caravan- trade  to  China,  i.  349. 

Carbury, 
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Curbury,  count,  invents  the  mechanifm  for  tranfporting  a  huge  rock, 
iii.  13. 

Cardinalate,  Archetti  promoted  to  the,  at  the  inftance  of  Catharine, 
iii.  7. 

CarUfcrona,  a  fleet  fitting  out  at,  iii.  198. 

Carlton,  major  Thomas,  comes  to  Ruffia,  ii.  39. 

Carousel,  grand,  held  at  Peterfburg,  i.  429. 

Carriages,  great  number  of,  kept  at  St.  Peterfburg,  ii.  263.    ■ 

Carte> et,  lord,  conceives  the  project  of  making  Sweden  a  republic, 
ii.  340. 

Cajimir  III.  of  Poland,  furnamed  the  Great,  i.  355. 

Cafpian,  kozaks  on  the  borders  of  the,  a  credulous  and  ignorant  race, 
ii.  195.  union  of  with  the  frozen  ocean,  ii.  305.  ferves  Ruffia  as  a 
communication  with  Perfia  and  India,  36$.  bell  chart  of,  made 
by  Elton  and  Woodrofe,  iii.  $$.  the  Ruffians  almoft  the  only 
people  who  derive  advantage  from  the  commerce  of,  56.  its  fifh 
of  fuperior  delicacy,  ib. 

Catharine,  St.  order  of,  372,  373. 

Cathcart,  lady,  the  medallion  on  her  monument,  the  work  of  made- 
moifelle  Collot,  iii.  16". 

Catholics,  roman,  give  fcope  to  their  fiery  zeal,  i.  411. 

Caucafus,  mount,  iii.  25.  35.  learned  perfons  fent  to  travel  there, 


111.  131. 


Caviar,  how  made,  iii.  57,  58. 

Cederftrcehm,  baron,  is  committed  to  prifon,  ii.  347. 

Chance  only  favourable  to  great  undertakings,  iii.  10. 

Chancellor,  Richard,  wrecked  near  Archangel,  iii.  101. 

Character  of  prince  Potemkin,  iii.  325. 

Charles  Peter  Ulric,  afterwards  Peter  III.  i.  60. 

C/wles  *K11.  the  time  of,  no  plan  ever  thought  of  for  reducing  the 
power  of  Ruffia,  fince,  i.  309. 

Chartorinjky ,  prince  Adam,  the  generous  courage  of,  i.  365. 

Chartorinjky ,   prince,  ii.  81. 

Cheating,  arts  of,  no  where  better  underftood  than  at  Peterfburg, 
ii.  258. 

Chemichef,  count  Ivan,  recalled  from  London  and  put  at  the  head  of 
the  admiralty,  ii.  46.  a  curious  blunder  of  his,  47.  difpute 
between  him  and  the  due  de  Chatelet  at  the  court  of  London, 
i.  304.  attends  the  emprefs  in  a  yacht,  iii.  41. 

Chemichef,  count,  ordered  to  march  into  Poland,  i.  189. 

Chemichef,  Zakhar,  ii.  87.  9o.diminifhes  the  pay  of  the  Kozaks,  194," 
delivers  in  his  refignation,  ii.  278. 

Chemichef,  animpoftorat  Kopenka,  has  his  head  cut  off,  ii.  185. 

Chemichef,  general,  taken  and  put  to  death  by  Pugatfhef,  ii.  201. 

Chetardie,  ambaffador  from  France,  i.  59.  affifted  the  emprefs  Eli- 
zabeth in  obtaining  the  crown,  iii.  103. 

Chevalier-guards,  defcription  of  that  corps,  ii.  401. 

China,  application  made  to,  to  deliver  up  the  fugitive  Kalmuks,  H. 
166.  ffiort  anfwer  from,  to  the  emprefs,  167,  ttc  Ruffians  de- 
nied accefs  to,  iii.  69. 

1  L  4  China t 
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China.  Catharine  plants  villages  in  the  road  to,  ii.  305.  prince  Po- 
temkin  meditates  an  attack  upon,  iii.   307. 

Chlor,  tales  of  the  tzarevitch,  written  by  Catharine,  iii.  9. 

Choifeul,  due  de,  diiliked  by  tlie  emprefs,  i.  288.  projects  a  war 
with  the  Turks,  422.  a  letter  of  his,  451. 

Chrifiians,  a  fmall  fugitive  race  of,  found  l'eeluded  from  the  world 
in  a  moft  fequeftered  part  of  the  wilds  of  Caucafus,  iii.  132. 

Chri/lin,  an  emigrant,  appears  at  Stockholm  under  a  feigned  charac- 
ter, iii.   361. 

Churches  and  chapels,  Catharine  diftributes  faints  among,  ii.   281. 

Circular  note  from  the  court  of  Sweden,  iii.  466. 

Cities  of  the  empire,  riling  in  riches  and  fplendour  under  the  form- 
ing hand  of  Catharine,  ii.    176. 
■ClaJJes  of  ruffian  traders  or  merchants,  ii.  299. 

C Larance  of  fhips,  i.   28. 

Clemency  difplayed  by  the  emprefs,  ii.  224. 

Clergy,  fecrefly  brought  over  to  Catharine's  meafures,  i.  293.  pafteral 
letter  from  "the  archbp.  of  Triers  to  his,  iii.  445. 

Cldgymen,  of  all  religions,  live  at  Peterfburg  in  the  greateft.  har- 
mony, iii.   ii/- 

CU-^ate  of  Ruffia,  i.  7. 
'  Clinker,  Humphrey,  translated  into  rufs,  iii.  437. 

Cuftom  in  Ruffia  of  giving  honourable  furnames,  ii.  6$. 

Cuftom-houfes  at  Cronftadt  and  Peterfburg,  i.  24,  25.   29. 

Cyprus  and  Candia,  Ruffians  make  defcents  on,  ii.   J35. 

Coach  makers,  i.   40. 

Coachmen,  Ruffians  excellent,  ii.  263. 

Cobentxel,  count,  attends  the  congrels  at  Tefchen,  ii.  386.  account 
of,  iii.    rojj. 

Coburgy  prince,  the  auftrian  commander,  iii.   246. 

Cold,  greateft  degree  of,  at  Peterfburg,  i.  14.  why  countries  in  the 
fame  parallel  experience  different  degrees  of  cold,  15,  16,  17, 
18.  thermomeirical  obfervations  on,  14. 

Coffin  borne  through  the  ftreets  on  die  day  of  the  revolution,  i.  241. 

Coin,  ruffian,  i.  48. 

Coinage  frequently*  altered.,  i.  .350. 

Coins]  britilh  and  faxon,  a  fine  collection  loft,  iii.  89. 

Colleges  and  hoipitals  founded  by  the  emprefs,  i.  345. 

Cdlot.  mademoifelle,  models  ihe  head  of  the  ftatue  of  Peter  tlie 
Great,  iii.   14. 

Colonel,  the  enrprefs  -appoints  herfelf  of  the  life  guards,  i.  293. 

CoLnips  invited  info  Ruffia,  i.   320. 

CLnijls  about  Sr.ratof,  Kief,  and  Tzaritzin,  ii.  302. 

CpmejJm  cjampofed  by  the  emprefs,  ii.  379. 

Commerce  of  Rufiia,  i.  19.    in    pre  ducts,  21.  how   carried  on,  27. 
waged  byCatharine,  346.     ii.  297. 

Commerce  on  the  Eu'xihe   making   frefn   progrefs,  iii.    19.    of  Ruf- 
fia with  England,  brief  ft  uement  of,   ioo.  of  Archangel,  iqi. 
'Commerce,  treaty  of,  with' England^  iii.    355. 
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Cvjnmijjaries,  appointed  to  fettle  the  limits  between  the  republic  of 
Poland  and  thofe  of  the  partitioning  powers,  ii.  275.  can  neither 
agree  among  themfelves,  nor  with  the  Poles,  313. 

Commodities,  englifh,  prejudice  in  favour  of,  i.  42. 

Communion^  roman  catholic,  Abdul  Achmed's  reafon  for  giving  it 
the  preference,  iii.  273. 

Conftdeftacies,  poiiih,  formed,  i.    366. 

Confederates,  poiiih,  apply  to  the  Turks,  "u.  3.  elect  Pulaufsky  for 
their  general,  ii.  80. 

Conquejh,  nearly  as  fatal  to  the  victors  as  to  the  vanquished,  iii.  250. 

Cou.aaini,  two  beautiful  itatues  by,  ii.  369. 

Cc;;Jdence,  court  of,  ii.    236. 

Confphaiors,  different  fentiments  of,  i.   216. 

Conjlav.tine,  grand-duke,  theemprefs  entertains  the  idea  of  placing, 
on  the  throne  of  the  greek  emperors,  iii.  274.  Catharine's  grand- 
fi?n,  has  a  greek  education,  iii.  142.  intended  for  the  throne  of 
Conftantinopie,  149.  marries  a  pincrefs  of"  Saxe-Coburg,  iii.  376. 

Confiaatinople,  plague  at,  ii.  48.  return  of  the  capudan-pafha,  dif- 
fufes  great  joy  at,  iii.  172.  the  people  of,  call  loud  for  war,  ii. 
361.  ravages  of  the  plague  at,  415.  tilled  with  con fternation,  iii. 
286.  the  inefficient  government  of,  could  never,  like  that  of 
Peterfburg,  threaten  to  difarrange  the  equiliebrium  of  Europe, 
iii.  188. 

Conjiitution  formed  for  Ruffia,  ii.  23^.  239. 

Conjiitutlon  of  the  emprefs,  ii.   182. 

Conf-.ds,  ruffian,  difputes  concerning  admitting,  in  Moldavia,  Val- 
lakhia,  and  Belfarabia,  ii.  432. 

Convejation,  Catharine's,  with  the  king  of  Sweden,  ii,  3-5.  with 
Jofeph  II.  ii.  404. 

Copenhagen,  differences  with,  i.  329.  Catharine  always  kept  up  cor-? 
refpondence  with,  ii.  328. 

Copenhagen^  court  of,  difpofed  to  wiili  for  and  to  accelerate  a  revo- 
lution in  Sweden,  iii.  231. 

Corinth,  Ruffians  laying  liege  to,  ii.  31. 

Corn-trade,  free,   i.   348. 

Corpfe  of  Peter  III.  its  appearances,  i.   270. 

Country  beft  improved  by  humane  and  gentle  regulations,  i.  323. 

Country,  happy  where  the  monarch  is  on  the  fide  cf  reafon.  ii.   379. 

Courage,  national  pride  can  infpire  even  in  the  breait  of  flaves,  iii. 
244.  of  Potemkin,  247. 

Courland,  duke  of,  out  of  favour  at  court,  iii.  141.  a  feudatory 
province  to  Ruffia,  iii.  225. 

Courland-  defcribed,  iii.   363. 

Co::rlanders,  their  morals,  education,  laws,  religion,  and. language, 
iii.  369.  *. 

Ccurt  of  Catharine,  t-hs  moft  brilliant  in  Europe,  i.  352.  ii.  176. 
defcribed,  181.  370,  371.  ' 

Coumers,  characterized  under  farcaftic  names,  li,  409. 

C'rxe,  Mr.  quoted,  i.   268. 
Crori/lot,  i.   2J2. 
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QonJlaJt,  ifland,  defcribed,  i.  251.    vifited  by  Catharine,  i.  372. 

and  Archangel,  dockyards  of,  ii.  421. 
Ciozvn,  the  gallant  captain  and  his  lady,  iii.  320. 
Ciox,at,  his  cabinet  bought  by  the  emprefs,  ii.  21. 
Cruelties,  thole  committed  by  PugatShef  impollible  to  be  defcribed, 

ii.   199. 
Crufoe,  Robinfon,  translated  into  rufs,  iii.  437. 

D. 

Dagbe/lan-ali  paSha  furprifes  the  Ruffians  as  they  attempted  to  pafs 
the  Danube,  ii.    129. 

Dalailama,  images  of  the,  placed  in  the  chapels  of  the  popes,  ii.302. 

Delecarhans,  three  thoufand,  at  once  follow  the  king,  iii.  240. 

Dancinv-majier  unfortunately  miftaken  for  a  doctor,  ii.   76. 

Danii/ofskoi  monaftery  attacked  by  a  mob,  ii.  75. 

I)antzik  falls  to  Pruflia,  ii.  nq.  treaty  concluded  with,  116.  Fre- 
deric daily  making  encroachments  on  its  privileges,  iii.  72. 

Dam%ik  and  Thorn,  taken  polfeffion  of  by  Praffia,  iii.  315. 

Danube,  a  formidable  army  advances  to  the  mores  of  the,  iii.  171. 

Dardanelles,  fortified,  ii.  49.  the  palfage  of,  allowed  to  Ruffia  by 
the  Turks  as  a  right,  iii.  44..  velfels  coming  to  Ruffia,  fearched 
at,  ii.  297. 

Daflikof,  princefs,  i.  203.  forms  an  intimacy  with  Catharine,  207. 
wooed  by  count  Panin,  220.  puts  on  man's  apparel  and  joins 
count  Orlof,  231.  fends  a  note  to  haflen  the  departure  of  Catha- 
rine from  Monplaifir,  233.  the  emprefs  rides  through  the  ranks 
with  her  on  the  day  of  the  revolution,  243.  at  Krafnoe-kabak, 
258.  her  addrefs  to  Catharine  on  the  revolution,  264.  charges 
Catharine  with  ingratitude,  297.  ordered  to  retire  to  Mofco,  ib. 
recalled  to  court,  304.  fufpe&ed  of  plotting,  343.  her  fpirited 
aniwer  to  the  emprefs,  344.  baniflied  a  fecond  time  to  Mofco, 
426.  receives  a  prefent  from  tire  emprefs,  and  is  appointed  direc- 
tor of  the  academy,  ii.  17S.  apparently  regains  the  friendship  of 
Catharine,  iii.  41.  defirous  that  her  fon  Should  fupply  the  place 
of  LanSkoi",  91.  fufpected  of  inftigating  Radifchef  to  compoie  a 
libel,  268. 

Dealers,  ruffian,  the  unknowing  cafily  impofed  on  by,  ii.  255. 

Death,  mode  of  announcing  in  Ruffia,  i.  147.  fentence  of,  very 
rare  in  Catharine's  reign,  317. 

Death  of  Lanlkoi,  the  emprefs  much  affecled  at,  iii.  89.  of  the 
emprefs,  ii.  323.  of  Caroline  Matilda,  queen  of  Denmark,  334. 
of  Abdul  Achmed  IV.  269. 

Declaration,  from  the  emprefs,  concerning  the  title  of  Imperial,  i. 
500,  501,  502.  humiliating,  Signed  by  Peter  III.  261.  on  the 
part  of  the  emprefs  concerning  the  death  of  Peter  III.  278.  de- 
claration of  Catharine  to  the  king  of  Pruffia's  ministers,  287.  that 
there  Should  be  no  more  reverials,  304.  in  favour  of  Biren,  328. 
delivered  by  Mr.  Wroughton  in  behalf  of  the  diffidents,  ii.  444, 
445.  and  counter-declaration  between  Denmark  aud  Sweden, 
i!i.  473.  to  thelites  of  Poland,  473.  anfwer,  477. 

Decla* 
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Declaration,  prince  Repnin's,  in  Poland,  i.  413.  complaining  of  the 
king  of  Sweden,  iii.  202. 

Delmenhorft  and  Oldenburg  exchanged  againft  Catharine's  claims 
upon  Holfiein,  ii.  338. 

Denifon,  a  gallant  Englishman,  khled,  iii.  2^9. 

Denizof,  general  of  the  kozaks,  carries  off  the  king  of  Sweden's 
baggage,  iii.  256. 

Denkievit  b,  Gabriel,  vicar-gencral  of  the  jefuits  in  Ruffia,  iii.  5. 

Denmark,  a  fleet  to  aft  againft,  i.  22;.  peace  ratified  with,  308. 
influence  of  Ruffia  over,  recovered  by  Catharine,  ii.  329.  king 
of  Sweden  meditates  a  revolution  in,  iii.  232.  the  german  domi- 
nions of,  23 5 . 

Denmark,  Vlaffief  and  Tfchekin,  after  the  murder  of  prince  Ivan, 
fail  for,  i.  386.  exchange  of  territory  with,  ii.  231.  Strict  alliance 
between  Ruffia  and,  iii.  235.  Guftavus  affiduoufly  cultivates  the 
friendship  of,  236.  faithful  to  her  engagements,  238.  prince  of, 
Struck  with  the  fpirited  menaces  of  Mr.  Hugh  Elliot,  242. 

Derbent,  or  Iron-gate,  capital  of  the  Dagheftan,  iii.  54. 

Dt/attine,  ruffian  meafure,  i.  47. 

Defcartes,  his  vortices  never  exiited  any  where  but  in  Poland,  ii.  144. 

Defcojcbes,  the  french  minister,  convinces  the  porte  of  its  true  in- 
terests, iii.  3^6. 

Dcfaiption  of  the  emprefs,  ii.   179. 

Deux-pcnts,  a  letter  from  the  emprefs  to  the  duke  of,  iii.  97. 

Dexterity,  political,  prince  Potemkin's,  iii.  308. 

Diamond  of  prodigious  value,  ii.   129. 

Diamonds,  profufion  of,  at  the  court  of  Peter  {burg,  ii.  371.     pro- 

.  digious  quantity  of,  poffeffed  by  prince  Potemkin,  iii.  294.. 
weight  of,  304. 

Didaot,  the  emprefs  purchafes  his  library,  i. 405.  ii.  170.  at  the 
court  of  Petersburg,  ii.  142. 

Dimidof,  Nikita,  famous  for  his  wealth,  iii.   354. 

D  imidof  ,¥rokop\,  founder  of  a  commercial  School  at  Mofco,  Hi.  354/ 

Dim/dale, ^  Dr.  Thomas,  fent  for  to  inoculate  the  emprefs,  i.  463. 
with  his  fon  prefented,  466.  converfes  with  the  emprefs,  467, 
departs  from  Ruffia,    471. 

Dinners,  public,  of  the  emprefs,  ii.  371. 

Diocletian,  in  the  time  of,  the  Sarmates  gets  poffeffion  of  the  Krim, 
iii.  25. 

Difafier,  a  fad,  happens  at  Petersburg,  ii.  377,378. 

Difcoveries  made  by  the  Ruffians  at  iea,  i.  460. 

Difcovery,  lingular,  iii.   11. 

Difcourje  of  the  king   of  Poland,  in  the  cathedral  of  Warfaw,  ii. 

441,  442,  443,  444. 
Difeafes,  contagious,  regulations  for  the  prevention  of,   266. 
Depute,  grounds  of,  between  Ruffia  and.  the  porte,  ii.  412. 
Difputes  extremely  rare  in  the  Krim,  iii.  24. 
D  if  quietudes,  Secret,  prey  upon  Catharine,  ii.    170. 
Dijidents,  origin  of  the,  in  Poland,  i.  409,  410. 
Divan,  iucenfed  at  the  preteniions  of  Catharine,  iii.  29. 

Driv'tfinn 
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L.vji'it  of  the  ruffian  empire,  i.  3- 

'trcresk,  balely  iurreodered  to  Pugatfhef,  ii.  211. 
m;  rocks  in  that  river  broken  that  the  eraprefs  may  pafs,  Hi, 

1  32.  its  navigation  at  all  times  difficult,  206. 
DJgo  uky,  prince,  commands  an  army,  ii.   33.  fets  up  a  new  khan 

or'  the   Krim,  ii.  65    receives  the  furname  of  Knmiky,  ib.  ii. 

18.-.  305. 
Dominion,  a  iovereign,  intended  for  Poternkin,  iii.   245. 
Domoghof\  captain,  lofes  his  ffiip    ii.  420. 
Ihnaudidafcbi  applies  to  Ruinator  the  appointment  of  his  fucceffor, 

ii.    159. 
Dnrigny,  a  french  officer,  propofes  to  raife  the  kozaks,  Sec.  ii.  189. 
DouUt-Ghercy,  lent  among  the  various  Tartars,  ii.   151.  devoted  to 

the  Turks,  305    reltored  in  the  Krim,  409. 
Drt-vitck,  general,  author  of  an  execrable  aft  of  inhumanity,  ii.  9. 
Dungeon  ef  prince  Ivan  defcribed,   i.  379. 
Durnof,  captain,  fent  to  quell  the  kozaks  of  the  Yaik,  ii.    193. 
Dutch  oppuie  the  opening  of  the  Scheldt,  iii.  73.  their  conduct  in 

regard  to  that  meafure  put  to  the  teft,  79. 
Duties  and  diitin&ions  of  the  imperial  favourites,  ii.   272. 

E. 

Ecclefiaflics  of  all  denominations  invited  to  Catharine's  dinner  of  tole- 
ration, iii.   iiiS. 
Edinburgh,  prince  Daffikof  educated  at,  iii.  91. 
Education,  houfes  of,  eitablifhed  in  feveral  towns,   ii.  375.  iii.  xii. 
Effett,  no  human  invention  can  hinder  an,  where  the  caufe  is  natu- 
ral, ii.  259. 
Ejfendi,  a  title  of  honour,  ii.  434. 
Elizabeth,  emprefs,  i.  35.    pardons  the  grand  duke   and  duchefs,, 

142.  her  death  and  character,   147.  curious  anecdote  of,   275, 
Ellen,  fecretary,  ii.  348. 
Elliot  does  wonders  at  Georgefh,  ii.   130. 
Elliot,  Hugh,  minifter  at  Denmark,  his  magnanimous  conduct  the 

falvation  of  Sweden,  iii.  242. 
Elocution,  Guftavus  III.  eminently  diftinguiffied  for  the  powers  of, 

iii.  2^7. 
Elpfanjion,  admiral,  joined  by  Spiridof,  ii.  40    in  the  Archipelago, 

311.  ;  .  ■-, 

Elton,  captain,  conftrufts  £hips  of  war  for  Kouli-khan,  iii.  ^5. 
Emigrants,  in  the  diilant  provinces,  almoft  ruined  by  the  rapacity  of 

the  governours,  ii.  301. 
Emigration,  remarkable,  ii.    158. 

Empire,  the  ruffian,  men  begin  to  grow  fcarce  in,  iii.  2^0. 
England,  -tlie  ponameree  of  Ruffia  of  immonfe  advantage  to,  iii.  102. 
as  eii'cnlial  to  Ruiiia  as  to  her,  in     had  full  leifure  to  ruminate 
upon,  and  iuffieient  cauie  to  repp:  late,  her  abfurd  and  blind  po- 
licy, 208. 
Eng'Jjk.  what  detached  the  emprefs  from,  the,  ii.  366. 
Engiavers  at  Pcterfburg,  iii.  439. 

En- 
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Entertainments,  magnificence  of  thole  given  by  Catharine,  ii.  2,0.  at 
Sans-fouci,  ii.  321.  at  Tzarfko-felo,  354.  iupcrb,  at  the  Taurian 
palace,  303. 

Euthujiafm>  fanaticifm,  and  fuperfcition,  attacked  by  the   emprefs, 

u-  379- 
Envy  itlelf  mult  confefs  that  Catharine  performed  her  part  in  the 

great  drama  of  the  world  with  a  dignity  never  i'cen  before,  ii.  228. 

Epfiraimof,  the  ataman,  Pugatfhef  becomes  adjutant  to,  ii.   189. 

Epiflle,  poetical,  from  Suvaiof,  hi.  2.78.  laconic,  on  the  capture  of 
Ifmail,  282. 

Equity,  tender  regard  to  the  forms  of,  in  the  partitioning  powers, 
ii.  112. 

Eton's  furvey,  extract:  from,  i.  276. 

Eu/er  invited  from  Berlin,  i.  460. 

Europe  aftonifhed  at  the  conduct  of  the  court  of  Ruflia,  i.  421.  Ca- 
tharine's great  authority  among  the  powers  of,  ii.  391.  plan  to 
drive  the  Turks  out  of,  hi.  291.  none  of  the  fovereigns  of  make 
any  hehtation  at   acknowledging  the  title  of  Catharine,   i.  287. 

.  its  equipoife  broken,  ii.  123.  the  influence  and  glory  of  the  em- 
prefs  extending  throughout,  157.  xefounds  with  the  munificence 
of  Catharine,  325.  would  exhibit  a  curious  piciure  if  all  its  pow- 
ers were  now, obliged  to  recur  to  original  principles,  iii.  75.  fur- 
prifed  at  the  foroearance  of  the  porte,  171.  the  unaccountable 
iupinenefs  of,  at  that  atrocious  ac>  of  fraud,  perfidy,  and  violence, 
the  difmemberment  of  Poland,  207. 

Enxine,  trade  encouraged  there,  ii.  303.  36$.  410.  fleet  of  the, 
iii.  393.  a  ruffian  fleet  equipped  there,  177.  a  naval  armament 
prepared  for,  205. 

Examples,  illuftrious,  emulated  by  Catharine,  i.  30^. 

Exclamation,  fpirited,  of  Catharine,  iii.  223. 

Exchange  and  eourfe  of  trade,  i.  27. 

Executioner  of  Pugacihef  has  his  tongue  cut  out,  ii.   210. 

Expenditure  of  the  ruffian  government,  hi.  394. 

Exports  from  Ruiha,  i.   19.  and  imports,  26. 

Extent  cf  the  ruffian  empire,  i.   1. 

Exhortation  of  the  king  of  Sweden  to  his  fubjects,  iii,  471. 

F. 

Fatfors,  i.   28. 

Falconet,  Stephen,  engaged  to  execute  the  famous  fiatue  of  Peter  th« 
Great,  iii.  10. 

Falkenflchi  count,  title  affutned  by  Joieph  II.  iii.   1^4. 

Famines,  principal,  in  Courland,  iii.  371. 

Family,  Catharine  eminently  refpettable  in  the  circle  of  her,  iii.  5, 

.Famine  in  the  revolted  provinces,  ii.  229. 

Fatnom,  ruffian,  or  fajene,  i.  47. 

Favourite,  poll:  cf,  peculiar  to  E.uffia,  ii.  271.  a  property  to  the 
magnificence  of  the  court,  272.  munificently  recompenfed  at  his 
difmiffion,  274.  never  employed  in  flate  affairs  till  Plato  Zubof, 

iii-  33> 

Favourites, 
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Favourites,  Catharine's,  of  very  little  fignirlcance  with  her,  ii.  177. 

prefents  received  by  the,  iii.  383. 
Famokener,  Mr,  comes  to  Peterfburg,  iii.  316. 
Fayence  manufactory,  i.  32. 
/vrt/?.r  and  entertainments  at  Charlottenburg,  Potfdam,  and  Sans- 

fouci,  ii.  321. 
Feodojia  and  Eupatoria  in  Taurida,  declared  free  ports,  iii.  138. 
Foabat,  the  rendence  of  Aga-Mahmed,  iii.  61. 
Ferdinand  lofes  the  dukedom  of  Courland,  iii.  368. 
Fe>-mer,  general,    having   fucceeded  Apraxin,   -takes    Knenigfberg, 

befieges  Kuftrin,  defeats  the  pruilian  army,  and  enters  the  city, 

then  lays  down  his  command,  i.   132. 
Ferney\  the  pbiiofopher  of,  declines  coming  to  the  court  of  Peters- 
burg, ii.    141. 
Ferrieri,  Peter,  conful  at  Smyrna,  iii.   166. 

Ferfen,  count  Axel,  eloquent  and  attached  to  the  old  form  of  govern- 
ment, ii.  34.2. 
Finances  of  the  emprefs  in  a  dilapidated  ftate.  ii,   157. 
Finken/hin,  count,  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  king  of  Pruffia  to, 

i.  289.  died  at  Berlin,  Jan.  3,   1800,  after  being  minifter  of  the 

cabinet  from  1749,  full  fifty  years. 
Finland  and  Karelia,  part  or",  reliored  to  Sweden,  iii.  222. 
Finland,  the  defigns  and  attempts  of  Ruffia  upon,  laid  open,  iii.  aa"{. 

the  king  of  Sweden  obliged  to  abandon  his  army  in,  229. 
Finns  fend  a  deputation  to  Peterfburg,  iii.   197. 
Fires,  depredation  by,  not  fo  great  as  formerly,  ii.  262.  at  Mofca 

and  at  Peterfburg,    419. 
Fitz/ierbert,  Alleyne,  now  lord  St.  Helen's,  iii.   joo. 
Fleet,  the  emprefs  goes  on  board  the,  ii.  376. 
Flight  of  the  Kalmuks,  kept  fecret,  ii.  165. 
Fogs  at  Peterfburg,  i.   18. 

Fok/hiani)  a  congrefs  appointed  at,  ii.  84.  opened,  9a. 
Foma,  or  Thomas,  remarkable  fanaticifm  of,  ii.   196,  197, 
Fontanka,  the  river,  ii.    174. 
Foot,  ruffian  meafure,  i.  46. 

Force,  ruffian  naval,  increafed  and  improved,  ii.  304. 
Fortune,  diftance  and  difference  between  the  circumftances  of,  rouze 

the  paffions,  and  urge  the  human  intellect  to  every  fpecies  of  in- 

dufrry,  ii.  259. 
Fortune  of  Lanikoi  bequeathed  to  the  emprefs,  iii.  89. 
Fortune,  the  favoured  children  of,  are  often  greatly  ferved  by  her  in 

fpite  of  themfelves,  iii.  215.  feems  totally  adverfe  to  the  king  of 

Sweden,  240. 
Fortunes  rapidly  made,  i.  go. 
Fount  of  the  itatue  of  Peter  the  Great,  iii.  i<J; 
Fox,  Mr.  Charles  James,  his  bull  in   marble  in  the  Hermitage, 

ii.  22. 
France,  ambaffador  of,  follicit?  a  reverfal,  i.  303.  the  expostulations 

and  remonftrances  of,  inca  table' of  fubduing  the  inflexibility  of 

the  emperor  on  the  fubjecc  of  the  Scheldt,  iii.  83,  commercial 

treatv 
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treaty  with,  108.  Catharine  offers  the  poffemon  of  ./Egypt  to, 
186.  detached  from  Turkey  by  prince  Potemkin,  307. 

Frair'es  Erififen,  or  knights  of  the  fword,  iii.  367. 

Frcdcric-AJolphm  fucceeded  by  Guftavus  III.   ii.  340. 

Frederic  II.  the  ally  of  England,  lofes  a  battle  at  Grofs-Yorgerfdorf, 
i.  112.  Suddenly  extricated  from  the  gloomy  Itate  of  his  affaire, 
153.  attachment  of  Peter  III.  to  him,  171.  advifes  Peter  to  go 
and  be  crowned  at  Mofco,  178.  his  friendfhip  for  Peter,  III.  307. 
Catharine's  emotion  atperuling  his  letters,  308.  canoes  off  12,000 
families  from  Poland,  ii.  119.  becomes  the  difiinguifhed  and  fuc- 
cefsful  guardian  of  the  rights  of  the  german  princes,  and  the 
liberties  of  the  germanic  body,  iii.   93.  99.  his  character,  312. 

Frederic-William,  figns  a  treaty  with  the  Turks,  iii.  314. 

Frederikjhall,  Charles  XII.  aifaihnated  at,  iii.  239.  Guftavus  re- 
folves  to  march  againft,  199. 

Frederickftiam,  appointed  for  an  interview  with  the  king  of  Sweden, 
iii.  41 .  difgrace  and  misfortune  of  Guftavus  at  the  fiege  of,  228. 

Frojl  and  its  effects  at  Petersburg,  i.   10. 

Frozen-ocean,  union  of  the  Cafpian  with  the,  ii.   305. 

Fugitives,  polifh,  find  refuge  where  Charles  XII.  had  not  fought  it 
in  vain,  i.  368. 

Funeral,  admiral  Greig's,  by  exprefs  orders  of  the  emprefs,  cele- 
brated with  the  greateit  pomp,  iii.  22*. 

G. 

GABRIEL,  archbifhop  of  Peteriburg,  performs  the  marriage-cere- 
mony of  the  grand  duke  with  Natalia  Alexievna,  ii.  138.  with 
Maria  Feodorovna,  ii.  322. 

Galatjha,  reduced  by  Kamenfkoi,  iii.  27S.  preliminaries  figned 
at,  319. 

Gallies,  ruffian  and  fwedifh  fleets  of,  engage  near  Rogenfalm, 
iii.  255.  _ 

Galltpoit,  city  of,  to  have  been  burnt,  ii.  49. 

GaJlitzia,  prince,  tranquillity  reftored  by,  i.  389.  appointed  gover- 
nor of  Peteriburg,  ii.  403.  paifes  the  Bnieftr,  8.  valiantly  attacks 
Pugatftief,  ii.  209. 

Galvtz,  minifter  from  Spain,  mediates  a  peace,  iii.  264. 

Gaming,  the  fpirii  of,  much  curbed  at  St.  Peterfburg,  ii..  247. 

Gc.tchina,  Orlof's  country-feat,  ii.  89.  bought  by  the  emprefs,  177. 
the  grand-duke's  palace,  iii.  87. 

Garden,  fummer,  deferibed,  ii.   3 68. 

Gardener,  Mr.  Bufh,  the  englifh,  converts  his  houfe  into  an  inn  for 
the  accommodation  of  Jofeph  II.  ii.  406. 

Gardening,  iii.   441. 

Garmfsky,  fleward  of  the  duchefs  of  Kingfton's  eftate  at  Fockenhof, 
near  Narva,  ii.   358. 

Gazi-Ha/fan,  capudan-paflia,  commands  the  fleet  of  the  Euxine, 
iii.  174.  his  dexterity  in  preventing  the  iffuing  of  a  barbarous 
decree,  284. 

Gene' 
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Genealogical  tables  of  the  imperial  houfe,  i.  ^o,  $i,  52. 

Generals,  able,  Pugatihef  affifted  by,  ii.  209.  recompenfed  for  their 
conduct  againft  the  Turks,  ii.  286.  civil,  not  known  at  Berlin,  321. 

Gene-ofity,  count  Panin's,  iii.  49. 

Genie,  de  St.  conceives  a  project  for  driving  the  Englifh  out  of  India, 
iii.  521. 

Gsnoefe  pofTeffied  and  were  driven  out  of  the  Krim,  iii.  ai.  ftill  keep 
poffeffion  of  its  ports,   16. 

Geegrapky  in  Ruffia,  ffote  of,  iii.  419. 

George,  dnke  of  Couriand,  difplaced,  i.  2S1. 

Germans  abound  in  the  empire,  i.  3S;  flock  to  Ruffia  as  colonifts,  322. 

Germany,  emperor  of,  pulls  off  the  mails,  iii.  17.  Catharine  renews 
the  alliance  with,  73.  arguments  in  fupport  of  his  claim  to  open 
the  Scheldt,  74.  treaty  of  commerce  concluded  with,  107.  the 
nurfe  of  war  and  inexhaullible  breeder  of  armies,  S2.  a  new  fource 
of  JeaTouIy  and  difcord,  93. 

George,  St.  order  of,  ii.  374. 

Georgia,  prince  of,  mitigated  by  Ruffia  to  rebellion,  iii.  169. 

Glafi-boufes,  i.  34 

yldef,  agent  in  Holftein,  i.  158.  difmuTed  from  the  war  department, 
159.  his  ingratitude,  214. 

Gibral  a' ,  ftraits  cf,  paffed  by  a  ruffian  fleet,  ii.  30.  attack  of  France 
and  Spain  on  the  fortrefs  of,  iii.  :o6. 

Giurgcvo,  magnificent  reprefentation  of  the  taking  of,  ii.  147. 

Gudei,  rlnce  become  duke  of  la  Alcudia,  iii  3^3. 

Gods  hired,  borrowed  and  fold  in  Ryiifia,  ii.  73. 

Gaatz,  count,  prevented  from  accepting  the  offer  of  a  poft  in  Den- 
mark, ii.  33  ;. 

Gold  and  fiver  manufactories,  i.  33. 

Go/o/k: :,  m  idamc,  ridiculoufly  nick-named  at  court,  i.  426.  ^ 

GoI"-:tz,:v,  viceroy  of  Archangel,  i.  390. 

Goitx,  baron,  fingular  anecdote  concerning,  i.  '225.  remonftrates  with 
Peter  III.  228 

Gof/iemiwg,  after  Stockholm,  the  moft  considerable  city  of  Sweden, 
iii.  239   preferved  by  the  refolute  behaviour  of  the  britifh  ininiiter, 

Goths  expelled  from  the  Krim  by  the  grccian  kings,  iii.  25. 

Gvtoft-z-f,  director  of  the  bank  at  Tobollk,  ii.  297. 

Govimment,  lenity  of,  ii.  245. 

Gouffitr,  Choifeal,  iii.  \j6.  170.  273 

Gtabofsh,  feci etary  to  Plato  Zuboif,  iii.  355. 

Qeaie,  ntfs  of,  on   occasion  cf  completing  the  grand  monument  in 

honour  of  Peter  the  Great,  ih\  16. 
Grand-, 'nke,  inoculated  by  baron  Dimfdale,  5.470.  his  public  entry 

into  Berlin,  ii.  3  r8.  folhrirs  to  go  again!!  the  Turks,  iii.  201. 
Grat:ficat'«n,  empty,  of  lea  ving  a  name  enrolled  in  the  mouldering 

catalogues  of  forgotten  king';,  iii.  95. 
Grave  of  Peter  III.   i.  280. 

Gravity  and  ridicule,  both  happily  employed  by  Catharine,  ii.379. 
Qteat-UrHaini   policy,  the    wifefoni  of,  'much  ijuoffioncd,   iii.  11c. 
■  Ruffia  for  leveral  years  heaped  <$ne*difabligatiori  on  another  in  her 

tvaniac'tion's 
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tranfaetion  with,  iii.  212.    determined  to  maintain  the  irri£teft 
neutrality  during  the  war,  iii.  214. 

Greece,  the  emprefs  refolves  to  attack  the  Turks  in  the  ifles  of,  ii. 
28.  Ruffians  on  the  continent  of,  31.  Catharine  refolves  to  be  the 
founder  of  liberty  there,  39.  Orlof's  plan  to  conquer,  47.  how  it 
fell  to  decay,  125. 

Greek  chriftians  of  Moldavia  and  Valakhia,  ii.  362. 

Greek  church,  members  of  the,  in  Poland,  i  407.  afk  protection  of 
the  court  of  Peterfburg,  413. 

Greeks,  the  antient,  pouelfed  the  Krim,  iii.  21. 

Greeks,  and  jews  taken  into  ruffian  pay,  ii  45.  defeat  the  pafha  of 
Yanina,  iii.  285.  fend  a  deputation  to  Peterfburg,  286.  their  peti- 
tion to  the  emprefs,  2S7.  defire  to  have  prince  Conftantine  for  their 
fovereign,  289.  their  plan  for  making  themlelves  matters  of  Con- 
stantinople, 291. 

Green,  a  favourite  colour  with  the  Ruffians,  iii.  382. 

Greig,  admiral,  directs  the  works  at  Cronftadt,  i.  253.  with  Elphin- 
fton  and  Dugdale,  burns  the  turkilh  fleet  at  Tfchefme,  ii.  42,  43. 
enters  the  harbour  of  Leghorn,  60.  prepares  a  fleet  at  Cronftadt, 
iii.  177.  fails  with  a  ftrong  fleet  from  Cronftadt,  204.  rofe  merely 
by  his  fuperior  merit,  205.  comes  to  an  action  with  the  Swedes  off 
Hohgland,  219,220. 

Grhf  and  indignation  excited  by  the  inhuman  murder  of  prince  Ivanj 

i-3§5- 

Grimm,  the  literary  correfpondent  of  Catharine  at  Paris,  iii.  130. 

Grhief,  colonel,  gains  a  rirft  advantage  over  Pugatflief,  ii.  208. 

Gripjhohn,  ErickXlV.  confined  at*  ii.  353. 

Gudovitch,  the  faithful  adherent  of  the  grand-duke  Peter,  i.  80.  165. 
his  honeft  remonftrance  to  Peter  IIL  166.  lent  into  Germany, 
i8j.  returns  to  Peterfburg,  188.  vifits  prince  Ivan,  225.  brings 
dreadful  tidings  to  Peter  III.  on  the  day  of  the  revolution,  245. 
boldly  faces  the  rebels,  260.  imprifoned,  267.  liberated,  330.  ap- 
pears at  court,  iii.  113.  his  brother  defeats  the  prophet  Manfhour, 

Guibald,  mademoifelle,  a  Angular  ftratagem  of,  ii.  397,  398. 
Guhlenftadt  and  other  academicians  travei  through  the  empire,  i.  459. 
Gurief,  three  brothers,  i.  302. 
Gufetnikof,  a  ruffian  merchant,  has  the  ufe  of  fhips,  freight-free, 

ii-3°3- 

Gujlafschceld,  name  conferred  on  general  Keliechius,  'fignifles  Guf- 
tavus's  fhield,  iii.  343. 

Gi/Jlavus  III.  refolves  to  free  himfelf  from  the  double  yoke  of  R.ufna 
and  the  fenate,  ii.  340.  ufually  fpoke  the  fwedifh  language,  346. 
excelled  in  making  harangues,  349.  arrives  at  Peterfburg,  354. 
figns  the  armed  neutrality,  393.  the  emprefs  refolves  on  having  aa 
interview  with,  iii.  41.  confents  to  keep  the  neutrality  oi  the 
north  in  arms,  42.  fuddenly  refolves  to  declare  war  againft  the 
emprefs,  190.  off-rs  propofals  of  accommodation  to  the  emprefs, 
222.  the  emprefs  not  miftaken  in  reckoning  en  thy  defection  of 
his  officers,  224.  his  vifit  to  the  court  of  Copenhagen  occafions 
much  political  furmile,  237.  indebted  for  the  prefervatior.  ofGo- 
themberg  to  the  lpirit  and  activity  of  the  tritifh  minifter,  243. 
vol,  m.  mm  employed 
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employed  in  forming  fchemes  of  revenge,  i$o.  forced  to  evacuate 
ruffian  Finland,  256.  captures  thirty  veffels  from  the  prince  of 
Naffau,  257.    his  feveral  teftaments,  .357.    Guflavus  Adolphus, 
gallant  anfwer  of,  to  the  emprefs,  362.  quits  Peterfburg,  363. 
Gymnajium}  academical,  founded  by  Peter  I.  ii.  324. 

H. 

Baga,  count  vort,  the  travelling  title  of  the  king  of  Sweden,  in.  361. 
Hague,  Great-Britain's  influence  at   the,  added  to  the  black  cata- 
logue of  her  political  fins,  iii.  214. 
Hanboul,  taken  by  captain  Trevenen,  iii.  261. 
Hanikof,  admiral,  commands  a  naval  fquadron,  iii.  375. 
Hanover,  elector  of,  gives  umbrage  to  the  emprefs  and  Potemkin,. 

iii.  99- 
Han/on,  captain,  frees  Guflavus  III.  from  an  inconvenient  fituation, 

ii.  346. 

Harangue  of  the  capudan-pafha  to  the  officers  of  his  fleet,  iii.  174. 

Hajfan-bey,  a  name  ever  entitled  to  refpect,  ii.  431,432.  falls  a 
victim  to  the  cruel  maxims  of  the  turkifh  policy,  iii.  184.  dies  of 
vexation,  283. 

Hats  and  Caps,  two  factions  in  Sweden,  known  under  the  denomi- 
nations of,  ii.339. 

Haugbtinefs  of  the  emprefs  difdained  to  ftoop  to  temporizing meafures 
or  to  conciliatory  cxpreflions  iii.  211. 

Head  never  waits  for  the  tail,  a  maxim  of  Suvarof's,  iii.  244. 

Heads,  four  tacks  full  of  ruffian,  ii.  135. 

Health  of  thefubjccts  a  national  concern,  t.  326. 

Heat,  greateft  degree  of,  at  Peterfburg,  i.  14. 

He'ulefiam,  fwedifh  minifier  at  Conftantinopie,  forms  a  treaty  of 
alliance,  iii.  197. 

Hemp-iuarehoufes  at  Peterfburg,  burnt,  ii.  419. 
.  Hemp  and  flax,  excellent,  produced  in  /Egypt,  iii.  1S7. 

Henry,  prince  of  Pruffia,  charged  with  a  commiffion  to  Peterfburg, 
ii.  10.  enters  that  city,  11.  prefent  at  a  mafquerade,  12.  addrefled 
there  by  Herbft,  the  jeweller,  in  the  figure  of  a  parrot,  13.  viiits 
Mofco,  23.  difmemberment  of  Poland  refolved  on  with  him,  24. 
comes  a  fecond  time  to  Peterfburg,  313.  grand-duke  travels  with, 
to  Berlin,  316. 

Jieraclius,  prince  of  Georgia,  transactions  with,  iii.  35. 

Heretics,  lenity  of  the  emprefs  towards,  iii.  114. 

Herbert,  baron,  internuncio  of  Vienna,  iii.  170. 

Herodotus,  concerning  Courland,  hi.  366. 

Herman/in,  fenalor,  frames  a  new  conftitution  for  Sweden,  ii.  342. 
.Hermitage,  defeription  of,  ii.  10. 

Hermits,  Pagatihct'  ccmbrts  wirh,  ii.  187.  declares  that  he  means  to 
go  and  finiih  bis  days  with  Uiofe  pious  reciuies,   204. 

Hertzberg,  baron,  attends  the  congreis  at  Tefchen,  U.3S6. 
■  HeJJe-Darmfiadt,  hereditary  prince  of,  ii.  315.  his  compliance  with 
the  wiihes  of  Frederic  II.  fecured,  316.  withdraws  his  army  from 
Sweden  into  Norway,  iii.  243.  daughters  of  the   landgrave  of, 
brought  to  court,  ii.  136, 

HeJJinJle'vi) 
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Heffenflein,  duke  of,  refufes  to  take  the  oath  as  regent,  ii.  348. 
Hefteko,  colonel,  his  regiment  lay  down  their  arms,  iii.  230. 
Hierta,  proper  name,  fignifies  heart,  ii.  348. 
HiJIoty.  i.  229.  modern,  a  lingular  circumflance  in,  iii.   133.  ruffian 

productions  in,  414. 
Hceyer,  a  danilh  painter,  executes  a  picture  for  the  emprefs,  iii.  42. 
Hohgland,  lea-fight  off,  iii.  219. 

Holland,  and  England,  peace  with,  ii.  419.  the  open  mart  of  all  na- 
tions, whether  friends  or  enemies,  iii.  210.  Ruliia  applies  to,  for 
the  hire  of  tranfports,  214. 
Holflein,  Peter  III.  petitions  the  emprefs  for  leave  to  retire  to,  i.  2:9. 
foldiers,  unhappy  fate  of,  280.  ceded  by  Sweden  to  Denmark, 
*   329.  by  Rullia,  ii.  338.  \ 

Holjiein-Gottorp  has  no  longer  a  feat  among  the  princes  of  the  german 

empire,  ii.  231. 
HolJ}ein-j>uards,  affectionate  behaviour  of,  i.  257. 
Honour,  punctilios  of,  operating  in  the  face  of  command,  unheard 

of  in  the  ruffian  fervice,  iii.  217. 
Horace,  paffage  from,  applied  to  Jofeph  II.  ii.  407. 
Hordt,  count,  account  of,  i.  170. 
Hojhlities  prepared  for,  on  all  fides,  iii.  32. 
Hove.11,  baron,  gained  over  by  Ruffia,  iii.  371.  a   curious  challenge 

lent  to,  373. 
Houghton  collection  of  pictures,  ii.  21. 
Houfe  of  correction  at  Peterfburg,  ii.  250. 
Hou/es,  mercantile,  eftabliihed  by  the  Englifh  in  ruffian  towns,  iii. 

102. 
Howard,  Mr.  John,  his  reply  to  the  requeit  of  the  emprefs  to  «fif- 

courfe  with  him,  ii.  252. 
Hubert/burg,  peace  of,  i.326. 
Humanity and  piety,  expreffionsof,  i.  3  S3. 
Hungary  vifited  by  the  emperor,  iii.  32. 
Huns  fubdue  the  Krim,  iii.  25. 

Hurra,  an  acclamation  common  to  all  the  northern  nations  i.  2^8:. 
Htfs,  madame,  an  enchanting  and  incomparable  actreis,  iii-  165. 

I.J. 

Jail  of  the  police,  ii.  253. 

James  III.  duke  of  Courland,  acquires  great  confequence  in  Europe 

iii.  368.  . 
Jajiijo/Jy,,  a  medical  buffoon,  iii.  $c. 
Ibrahim  and  Arnurath,  the  rebellious  be ys,'fubdued  by  Gazi-Hafian, 

iii.  174. 
Ibra'ilbf  taken,  ii.  34. 
he,  and  cold,  in  what  ways 'ferviceable,  i.  12.  Palace  conflructed  of 

ice,    1,3.  ioc-hills,  ii.  264.  facilitates  accefs  to  Otchakof,  iii.    247. 
Jdknefs  and  indigence  are  without  exciiie  at  Petenburg,  ii.  2 . j  S . 
"phlou/y  more  watchful  than  ambition,  i.  268. 
Jeremiah  dud  Nikon,  the  prophecies  of  tbofe  patriarch*  difperfed,     ' 

iii.  17^ 

m  m  a 
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jfefii'ts,  a  Seminary  of,  eStabliShed,  iii.  5. 

Jew's  in  Poland,  conduct  of  the,  ii.  275. 

Igelfircem,  general,  bravery  of  the  Ruffians  under,  at  Pardakofsky, 
iii,  257    negotiates  the  peace  of  Varela,  265. 

Iliad  read  with  enthufiafm  in  the  greek  iSlands,  ii  31. 

Immtieiia  and  Georgia,  Solomon  Sultan  of,  his  character,  iii.  45. 

Imperator  and  Inrperatritza,  iii.  398. 

Imptrturbftble,  a  name  familiarly  given  the  emprefs  by  the  prince  de 
Ligne,  iii.  201. 

Impetus,  arrival,  at  Petersburg,  i.  23. 

linpofture,  religious,  among  the  Kalrnuks,  ii.  164. 

frriprovements.  inchanting,  at  Peterlburg,  ii.  175. 

Infcription  on  Pugatfhef  's  rubles,  ii.  207.  on  the  Statue'  of  Peter  the 
great,  iii.  15 

India,  eafy  to  profecute  a  commerce  there  by  PerSia,  iii.  52. 

Ingenuity,  german,  curious  fpecimens  of,  i.  43,  44. 

Inland  trade  of  Rrjfiia,  i.  23,  24. 

Inoculation,  thanki  giving  appointed  for,  1.  471.  hofpitals  for/ in- 
stituted, ii.  183. 

hiquiption,  fecret,  abolifhed,  i.  314.  defcribed,  i.  3T6. 

hftruclion,  religious,  fpecimtu  of  that  ordained  by  the  emprefe, 
iii.  424. 

liifiruclions  for  framing  a  new  code  of  laws,  i.  435.  feveral  articles 
from,  i.  441.  evince  much  fagacity  and  benevolence,  i.  445. 
written  by  the  emprefs,  ii.  378. 

Injur ancc-cffice  at  Peterlburg,  ii.  262. 

Intrigues,  political,  Natalia  Alexievna  fufpefted  of,  ii.  312. 

Inundations,  Petersburg  liable  to,  ii.  260.  357. 

Intrepidity,  instance  of,  in  a  ruffian  failor,  iii.  244. 

Johanna,  her  fpirited  expostulation  with  Elizabeth,  i.  75. 

Joinery  practifed  well  by  the  Ruffians,  i.  42. 

Jones,  Paul,  an  ehgliih  pirate  and  renegado,  appointed  to  a  high 
command  in  the  grand  fleet  at  CronStadt,  iii.  216.  his  appoint- 
ment revoked,  218. 

Jojeph  II.  emperor  of  Germany,  ii.  26.  his  interview  with  Fre- 
deric II.  95.  forms  the  defign  of  opening  the  Scheldt,  iii.  73. 
iupports  the  emprefs,  177.  the  emprefs  requefts  him  to  join  her 
in  Poland,  ii.  403.  his  humourous  method  of"  traveling,  404.  takes 
leave  of  Rullia,  407.  dies,  iii.  312. 

Journey,  the  emprefs  fets  on  a  magnificent,  iii.  151. 

lrkutjk,  a  prifoner  there,  pretends  to  be  Peter  III.  and  is  executed, 
ii.  187.  profeffor  Laxmann  at,  iii.  71. 

I/mail,  befieged  by  prince  Potemkin,  iii.  282.  young  Sprengporten 
wounded  at  the  affault  of,  iii.  224.  french  officers  at  the  capture 
of,  iii.  283. 

Tfmailof,  chamberlain,  fent  to  inform  Peter  of  Catharine's  efeape, 
i.  245.  returns  to  Oranienbaum,    259. 

IJmdilof  taken  by  prince  Repnin,  ii.  36. 

J/mdilofshi  guards  Seduced,  i.  222.  chaplain  of  that  regiment  ad- 
ministers the  oath  to  the  troops,  i,  235. 

Ivan 
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Jvan  Antonovitch,  or  Ivan  III.  when  bom,  i.  372.  clofenefs  of  his 
imprifonment,  374.  brought  in  a  covered  cart  to  Peterfburg,  .75. 
cruelly  murdered,  after  a  ftout  rcliiiance,  384*  his  body  expolqd 
in  a  failor's  drels,  585.  his  perfon  defcribed,  386,  the  public 
much  divided  in  opinion  concerning  the  murder  of,     88. 

Jvan  III.  fucceeded  Anne,  i.  54.  fhut  up  in  Schluifelburg,  194. 
carried  to  the  fortrefs  of  Riga,  195.  vifited  by  Teter  III.  196.  con- 
veyed back  to  Schluiielburg,  205.  manilefto  pubiiihed  on  occafipp 
of  his  death,  504,505,  No6,  507. 

Jubilation,  juft  caufes  for  exciting  the  ruffian  patriots  to,  ii.  147. 

Judges,  falnriesof,  augmented,  i  434. 

Juighe,  marquis  de,  his  infignihcant  mediocrity  difgufting  to  Catha- 
rine, iii.  103. 

Julia  Maria  holds  the  reigns  of  government  in  Denmark,  ii.  335. 

Jujuce,  unifornvadminiftration  of,  ii.  293. 

K. 

K^hnks,  common  kind  of  public  houfes,  i.  299. 

K#gut,  unfortunate  battle  of,  ii.  36. 

Kainardgi,  peace  of,  ii.  42 -.  iii.  25.  30.  149.  169.  178.  223.  2S4.  316. 

Kalmka  bridge,  i.  239. 

Kalmuks  or  CElaets,  ii.  158.  Kalmuks  prepare  a  fplrituous  liquor  from 
mare's  milk,  160.  thefe  afiatic  favages  full  recollected  with  horror 
in  Germany,  161.  injuries  received  by  them,  162.  their  priefts  and 
elders  hold  a  confukauon,  163.  begin  dieir  emigration,  165.  news 
of  it  arrives  at  Peterfburg,  166. 

Kaluga,  Sahim-Gueray  fent  to,  iii.  161. 

Kamenjhoi,  general,  ii.  153.  acts  under  the  command  of  prince 
Potemkin  in  the  Kuban,  iii.  176.  on  the  banks  of  the  Bogue,  246. 
reduces  the  town  of  Galatfha,   278.  his  cruelties,  278. 

Kam'viitk  to  Baha,  the  whole  country  from,  covered  with/ ruffian 
troops,  iii,  176. 

Kamtjbatka,  difeoveries  of  the  trading  company  of,  i.453.  offers  the 
Ruffians  a  way  to  America,  ii.  36-.  to  China  and  Japan,  366.  feve- 
ral  expeditions  to,  iii.  71. 

Kaplan-Gueray,  a  warlike  prince,  ii.  33. 

JKartifv,  river,  iii.  23. 

Karajubivzsir,  iii.  22,  23. 

Kargapd,  bifhop  of,  iii.  116. 

Kivikin,  lieutenant,  marries  a  daughter  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick, 
i.  392. 

Karr,  general,  fent  againft  Pugatfhef,  ii.  igg. 

KartaUnia  and  Kakhetti,  Heraclius  ibvereign  of,  iii.  44. 

Kartalinia,   tzar  01,   iii.  400. 

Kaufchen^  prince  Anhak-Bernberg  routs  the  Turks  at,  iii.  279. 

il.t~H7ut%,  prince,  his  declaration,  i.  189.  ii.  26.  applauds  the  parti- 
tion of  Foland,  96. 

Kay al,  representation  of  the  bloody  battle  of,  ii.  322. 

Knjferli'ig,  count,  tke  omprefs  writes  to,  i.  363.  ambaflador  at  War- 
law,  fends  a  letter  ficm  i£eeaipre&  to  the  elp#L  udict,  366 

Si  :     •  Kaxai, 
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Kazan,  a  prey  to  revolt,  ii.  158.  the  governor  of,  negle&s  to  pro- 
fecute  Pugatihef,  190.  noblelfe  there  convoked,  207.  applauded 
by  Catharine,  208.  the  fuburbs  of,  fet  on  fire  by  Pugatflief,  219. 
fleet  eonftru6ted  of  oaks  from,  iii.  59. 

Kazansly-church ,  the  emprefs  crowned  at,  i.  238. 

Kef  a,  ftraights  of,  ii.  94.  145.  iii.  23.  the  Theodofia  of  the  antients, 
'2.6.  taken  by  general  Balmaine,  iii.  30. 

Keith,  Mr.'britifh  ambailador,  i.  171.  ferviceable  to  the  king  of 
Pruflia,  189.  renews  the  treaty,  290. 

Kerim-Gueray  fucceeded  by  his  nephew,  ii.  33. 

Kertfcb  and  Yenikaly  ceded  to  the  Ruffians,  ii.  94.  a  fort  conftru&ed 
between,  306. 

Keitler,  Gotthard,  duke  ofCourland,  iii.  367. 

Kexholmr  prince  Ivan  conveyed  to  thefortrefs  of,  i.  20 r. 

Khan  of  the  Krirnea  of  the  race  of  Tfchinghis,  iii.  26.  latterly 
elective,  37.  abdicates  his  throne,  36. 

Kbedjebey'g  fubmits  to  prince  Potemkin,  iii.  278. 

Kbtrfon,  foundation  of,  iii.  20.  antient,  built  by  the  Greeks,  25, 
the  emprefs  iflues  a  proclamation  inviting  foreigners  to  come  and 
fettle  there,   137. 

Kherfojiejus  tanrica,  the  prefent  Krim,  iii.  25. 

Khkalgorod,  great  part  of,  burnt,  ii.  419. 

Khotyim,  unfuccefsfully  attacked,  ii.  27.  regiments  there  reduced,  68. 
preparations  for  the  fiege  of,  iii.  246. 

Kiach.ta,  the  common  rendezvous  of  the  ruffian  and  chinefe  mer- 
chants, iii.  70. 

Kief,  reinforcements  advancing  towards,  i.  366.  colonifts  at,  ii.302. 
bifhop  of,  his  infolence  and  fury,  i.  414,415.  affiftance  lent  thi- 
ther againft  the  plague,  ii.  69.  the  emprefs  makes  her  entrance 
in,  iii.  151. 

Kiel  quitted  by  the  danifh  commifTaries,  i.  530.  treaty  of  exchange 
of  territory  figned  at,  ii.  338. 

Kien-Long,  emperor  of  China,  ii.  167.  an  author  arid  a  poet,  ii.  168. 

Kmbum,  ii.  134.  fortrefs  of,  guards  the  entrance  of  the  Liman,  iii. 
20.  the  porte  much  interefted  in  the  recovery  of,   183. 

King,  trench,  a  figniricant  letter  to  him,  ii.  218. 

King Ji on,  the  duchefs  of,  her  famous  yacht,  ii.  261.  358. 

Kingjbergcn,  captain,  enters  the  ruffian  fen-ice,  ii.  39.  fails  to  Keffa, 

.94-. 
Kirghifes,  ii.  152.  attack  the  Kalmuks  on  their  emigration,  '65.  and 

JBafhkirs  unite  with  Pugatflief,  202.  omitted  in  the  imperial  title, 

iii.  401. 
Kifchenjkoi,  lieutenant,  his  rapacity  towards  the  peaceful  Kalmuks, 

ii.  162.  his  example  followed,  302.  not  properly  rewarded,  168. 
Kluge,  an  honeft  furgcon,  ii.  67. 
Knig-hti  of  the  feveral  orders,  number  of,  ii.  375. 
Knoot  given  to  the  murderers  of  Ambrohus,  ii.  75. 
Knonx^edge  of  mankind,  Catharine's,  i.  326. 
Knowles,  admiral  fir  Charles,  much  improves  the  ruffian  navy,  ii. 

29.  fails  to  Keffa,  94.  421. 
Knutjaii  houfe  the  rendezvous  c-f  the  confnirators,  i.  216. 

Kcsmg, 
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Koenig,  a  merchant  of  Copenhagen,  a  great  (hip-owner,  ii.  390.  ' 
Kolmogor,  the  family  of  Ivan  tranlported  to,  i.  195.  Anne  dies  there, 

ib.  Ivan  lent  thither,  338.  where  fituate,  390. 
Kolomijki,  the  empreis  goes  to  meet  marihal  Romantzof,  ii.  285. 
Kondia,  in  the  imperial  title,  iii.  400. 
Kopeek,  its  value,  i.  48. 

Kopenka,  an  importer  in  the  village  of,  ii.  18^. 
Koran,  difputes  decided  on  the  (pot  by  the  authority  of  the,  iii.  24, 

printed  at  Peterlburg,  tor  the  uie  of  the  inhabitants  of  Taurida, 

176. 
Korajfan,  iii.  $g. 
Korf^  baron,  interefting  reply  of  prince  Ivan   concerning,  i.  197. 

falls  under  fufpicion,  374. 
Korzakof,  Rimiky,  character  of,  1*1.381.  loaded  with  benefits,  400. 

prefents  beftowed  on,  iii.  384. 
Kofinjky,  a  confpirator  againft  the  king  of  Poland,  ii.  81,  82.  is  par- 
doned, 83. 
Kq/lof,  iii.  23. 

Kotloi-oftrof,  former  name  of  Cronftadt,  i.  251. 
Kovlma,  difcoveries  of  the  trading  company  of,  i.  453. 
Kouli-kban,  Thamas,  iii.  44.  takes  umbrage  at  the  englifh  flag,  54.' 
Kozaks,  of  the  Don,  give  a  fignnl  of  revolt,  ii.    84.  and  Tartars  very 

oafily  incited  to  revolt,   189.  extremely  bigoted  to  pure  orthodoxy, 

Kozares  fubdue  the  Krim,  iii.  25. 

Krafno'e-kabak,   i.  258. 

Krafnogorfk,  garrifon  of,  valiantly  relieves  Orenburg,  ii.  201. 

Krementjhuk,  the  empi efs  at,  iii.  152,  153. 

Kreutz,  count,  iii.  41.  the  empreis  gives  her  portrait  to,  43. 

Krbnea  gives  powerful  luccours  to  the  Turks,  ii.  2>?>-  khan  of,  com- 
mands an  army  of  Turks,  34.  fights  valiantly  for  the  Turks,  64. 
Dolgoruky  makes  himfelf  matter  of.  64.  declares  itfelf  inde- 
pendent, 94.  diftnrbances  in  the,  continually  increafing,  359. 
the  Rullians  make  theml'elves  mailers  of,  361.  cannot  be  really  in- 
dependent between  fuch  powers  as  Turkey  and  Ruffia,  412.  (hips 
loft  on  the  rocks  there,  420.  new  troubles  breaking  out  on  the  fide 
of  the,  434.  152.  independence  of,  154.  that  peninfula  defcribed, 
155.  favours  the  Ruffians,  305.  farther  particulars  of,  iii.  21. 
nakednefs  of,  not  attributable  to  any  defect  of  fertility,  22.  divi- 
(ion  of,  23.  emancipated  from  the  Turks  by  the  Ruffians,  26.  the 
empreis  finds  pretexts  for  marching  an  army  into,  29.  tranfac-" 
tions  on  the  fide  of  the,  34.  taking  it  juftified,  %b.  troubles  of,  to 
what  afcribed,  37.  the  emprefs  retains  the  fovereignty  of,  43. 
i  larger  than  the  kingdom  of  Pruffia,  44.  expences  of  the  journey  to, 
155.  unfuccefsful  attempts  of  the  Turks  againft,  183.  independ- 
ence of,  223.  forts  on  the  frontiers  of,  taken,  31  j. 

Kronenbuvg,  caftle  of,  iii.  242. 

Krudener,  mini iter  at  Copenhagen,  iii.  336. 

Krufe,  admiral,  iii.  177. 

Kuban,  the,  a  vaft  and  arid  defcrt,  iii.  25.  and  the  ifle  ofTaman 
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for  ever  annexed  to  Ruffia,  37.  Tartars  of,  defeated  in  feveral 

rencounters,  244.  forts  taken  in  the,  31c;. 
Kumifb,  orkumifs,  a  liquor,  how  prepared  by  the  Kalrnuks,  ii.  i(5o. 
Kurakin,  the  patron  pf  Panin,  i.  133.  princefs,  miftrefs  to  Gregory 

Orlof,  204.  prince,  attends  the  grand-duke  to  Berlin,  ii.  316, 

farcaftic  letters  addreffed  to,  409. 
Kur-khan,  Cyras  fo  called  by  the  Perfians  and  Tartars,  iii.  33. 
Kuthr,  a  ruffian  captain,  murders  major  Saiut-Clair,  iii.  2.53. 
Knihuk-Kdinardgl,  plenipotentiaries,  meet  at,  ii    154. 
Kutuzf,  general,  beats  the  Turks  at  Babada,  iii.  315.  fent  a.mbaf- 

fador  to  Confiantinople,   356. 
Kylia  Noya,  on  the  Danube,  taken  by  the  Ruffians,  281. 
Kjmene-gorod,  the  laft  ruffian  fortrefs  on  the  ilde  of  Sweden,  iii.  41. 

Guftavus  retreats  to,  231. 

L- 

Lachn,  a  village  in  Karelia,  a  rock  found  there  rlt  for  the  pedeftai 

of  the  intended  ftatue,  iii.  11. 
Ladoga-canal,  defcribed,  i.  201. 
Lambro  Canziani,  particulars  concerning,  iii.  285.  obtains  fuccours 

from  the  emprefs,  290.  faves  himfelf  in  his  boat,  293. 
Lampeduja  and  Linofa,  iflands  of,  Potenikin  forms  the  defign  of 

purchafing,  iii.  294. 
Land -cadet-corps,  founded  by  the  emprefs  Anne,  ii.  324. 
Longeron,  colonel,  his  reply  to  Potemkin,  iii.  283. 
Language,  national,  culture  of  the,  iii.  42.6. 
Lajkarof,  acknowledged  by  the  porte  as  conful-  general  of  Ruffia, 

iu  434- 
Lan/ko'i,  taken  into  favour,  ii.  401.  iii.  41.  dies,  88.  demeanor  of 

the  emprefs  on  his  death,  334.  prefents  made  to  him,  38.5. 
Lavka,  or  fhop,  i.  30. 

Lavfannr,  prince  Orlof  lofes  his  wife  at,  iii.  ^o. 
Laiv,  iii.  407. 

Laws,  new  code  of,  intended,  i.  434.  promulgation  of,  ji.  26.7. 
J axmann  obtains  permiffion  for  the  Ruffians  to  fend  every   year  a 

veffiel  to  Japan,  iii.  72. 
Ledyard,  John;  an  American,  undertakes  a  furprifing  journey  on 

foot,  iii.  136. 
Leghorn,  ruffian  ihips  at,  i.  3$$. 
Legijlairix,  the  emprefs  the  flrfl,  i.  439. 
Lehval!,  marfhd,  defeats  marfhal  Apraxin,  1.  11a, 
Letnws    Ruffians  retire  from,  ii,  41. 
Leopold  II.  the  emprefs  not  fatbfied  with,  iii.  266.  concludes  afepa- 

rate  peace  with  the  Turks,  3i2. 
Lepekbin  and  other  academicians  travel  through  the  country,  i.  459. 
Lercux  fufpected  as  a  fpy,  iii.  156. 

Lfjko,  a  race  of  kings  whole  power  was  nearly  abfolute,  i.  3^. 
Leftcci  favours  the  ftratagem  of  the  grand- duchefs,  i.  87.  account  of 

hirq,  54.  baniffied,  59, 

Letter, 
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Letter,  remarkable,  from  Frederic  II.  to  the  king  of  Poland,  i.  370. 
of  thanks  from  the  dowager  queen  of  Denmark,  36 it.  from  the 
emprefs  to  prince  Henry  of  Pruffia,  ii.  317.  anonymous,  of  Fre- 
deric II.  320.  from  the  king  of  Pruffia  to  the  emprefs,  446,  447. 
from  the  emprefs  to  count  Vladimir  Orlof,  448.  from  M.  Ramofsky 
to  Mr.  Short  of  London,  448.  from  Mr.  Fox  to  M.  Simolin,  484. 
paftoral,  from  the  archbp.  of  Triers  to  his  clergy,  in.  445, 446.  from, 
the  emprefs  to  M.  d'Alembert,  i.  449.  from  Catharine  to  the  ro- 
man  pontif,  iii.  5.  to  madame  Denis,  129.  to  admiral  Greig,  222. 
from  the  emprefs  to  the  king  of  Pruffia,  45+.  from  Ali  pafha  to 
captains  Bogia  and  Giavella,  485. 

Letters,  intercepted,  iii.  231. 

Levant,  ruffian  operations  in  the,  ii.  132. 

LevaJJief,  uncle  of  Yermolof,  iii.  128. 

Levenhaupt,  count,  ii.  346.  his  rough  anfwer  to  baron  Rudbek,  ii. 

347- 

Levitjkl,  lieutenant,  guards  Couturier  while  his  companion  is  mur- 
dered, iii.  253. 

Lewis  of  Hungary,   fucceffor  of  Cafimir,  1.3,55. 

Lewis  XIV.  the  annexations  of,  a  trifle  compared  with  what  Catha- 
rine performed  in  regard  to  Poland,  i.  399. 

Liberty  of  conference  granted  to  the  Tartars,  iii.  38. 

Liberty,  civil,  the  glorious  jealoufy  of,  the  admiration  and  envy  of 
all  ages,  ii.  126. 

Liberum  veto,  created  in  the  reign  of  John  Cafimir,  i.  337. 

Libraries  of  d'Alembert  and  Voltaire,  purchafed  by  the  emprefs, 
iii.  129. 

Library  of  the  grand- dukes,  a  book  of  that  name,  iii.  8. 

L'Harpe,  tutor  to  the  grand-dukes,  iii.  10. 

Lieven,  madame,  educates  the  young  priViceffes,  iii.  10. 

Lie-vers,  fent  to  take  the  command  of  Cronftadt  for  Peter,  i.  251.  put 
into  prifon,  i.  253. 

Life,  Catharine's  ordinary  mode  of,  ii.  180.  Sahim-Gueray's,  iii.  27. 

Ligne,  prince  de,  Catharine  writes  familiarly  to,  iii.  200. 

Lilienbom,  the  fwedifh  admiral,  engages  with  admiral  Chitfliagof  off 
Gothland,  iii.  253.  tried  and  degraded  by  a  courtmarfhal,  254. 

Li'nanCea.,  bloody  and  defperate  engagements  there,  iii.  218.  Otcha- 
kof  open  to  attack  on  the  fide  of,  iii.  247. 

Liquors,  fpirituous,  immenfe  confumption  of,  ii.  377. 

Literature,  arts,  and  fciences,  Hate  of,  iii.  402. 

Lithuania  entered  by  12,000  Ruffians,  i. 366.  Poniatofsky  proclaimed 
Vrand-duke  of,  369.    annexed  to  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  407. 

LiKa,  chevalier  de,  vice-admiral  of  the  galley  fleet,  iii.  253. 

Livadia,  divided  from  Negropont  by  a  narrow  ftraight,  iii   292. 

Livonia,  the  emprefs  declares  her  intention  of  vhiting,  i.  371. 

Lloyd,  general,  comes  to  Raffia,  ii.  39. 

Loam,  considerable,  procured  at  Leghorn,  Genoa,  Lucca,  and  Am- 
fterdam,  ii.  32. 

Lcevenhielm,  countefs  of,  beloved  by  Panin,  ii.340. 

Lombard,  or  loan-bank,  account  of  tire,  iii.  121. 

Lomonofof 's 
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Lomanofofs  antient  ruffian  hiftory,  iii.  596.  greek  and  roman,  429. 
antient,  428. 

JLonuon,  Catharine  feeks  an  alliance  with  the  court  of,  i.425.  inftru- 
ments  procured  from  for  obferving  the  tranfit  of  Venus,  449.  Ca- 
binet of  declares  war  againft  the  Dutch,  ii.  41S.  fome  merchants 
of,  agreed  for  the  hire  of  fhips,  as  tenders  to  the  ruffian  fleet, 
iii.  213.  court  of,  vexed  with  Ruffia,  43.  292.  treaty  of  com- 
merce renewed  with,  56. 

Lote,  a  ruffian  weight,  i.  48. 

Lotteries,  none  permitted  in  the  ruffian  empire,  ii.  247. 

Loidfa,  princefs  of  Baden-Durlach,  married  to  the  grand-duke  Alex- 
ander, iii.  S75- 

Lovitcb,  the  aftronomer,  barbaroufly  murdered  by  Pugatfhef,  ii.212. 

Low-countries  held  by  a  precarious  tenure,  iii.  95. 

Luheck,  a  ihip  from,  wafted  into  a  wood,  ii.  261.  count  Andrew 
Razumofsky  fetches  the  grand-duchefs  from,  311. 

Lubomhjky,  princefs,  the  grandfather  of  Poniatofsy  had  been  fteward 
of  a  fmall  eftate  belonging  to,  i.  366. 


M. 

Magazines  of  hemp,  i.  29. 

MajeJIy,  how  expreffed  in  nil's,  iii.  401. 

Mainots  and  Montenegrins,  ii.  32.  defcended  from  the  Lacedemo- 
nians, 40. 

Malehofska,  Pugatfhef  fei zed  at,  ii.  189. 

Malakofsky,  count,  appointed  marfhal  of  the  diet  of  Warfaw,  i.  36$. 

Manifejlo  of  the  emprefs  on  her  acceffion  to  the  throne,  i.  489.  de- 
claratory of  her  motives  for  taking  the  reins  of  government,  490. 
concerning  the  death  of  prince  Ivan,  i.  504,  501;,  506,  507. 
fcurrilous,  386.  Pugatfhef's,  ii.  198.  king  of  Sweden's,  iii.  224. 
declaring  the  Krimea,  the  Kuban,  and  the  ifle  of  Tainan,  to  be  an- 
nexed to  the  ruffian  dominions,  449,  450 — 453.  of  the  Turks 
againft  Ruffia,  455.  reply  to  it  by  Ruffia,  458.  relating  to  the 
partition  of  Poland,  ii.  99.  king  of  Pruffia's  on  the  fame  fubjecT:, 
103. 

Manife floes,  edifying,  i.   263. 

Maniftjloes ,  relative  to  the  partition  of  Poland,  iii.  486,  &c. 

Manjhour.  the  fheik  or  bey,  pretends  that  he  was  predoomed  by  the 
eternal  and  immutable  decrees  of  heaven,  to  fill  up  the  meafure 
of  divine  revelation  to  mankind,  iii.  6c,.  difappointed  in  the  fuc- 
cours  expefted  from  heaven,  finds  that  fanaticifm  is  not  proof 
againft  the  bayonet,  126.  his  family,  179.  poffeiled  a  large  na- 
tural ftock  of  courage,   1 80.  taken  prifoner  by  general  Gudovitch, 

Manufactories,  i.  31,  32.  number  of  at  Peteriburg,  33.  eftablifhed 

by  direction  and  encouragement  of  the  emprefs,  ii.  300. 
Mardi,  the  antient  country  of  the,  iii.  61. 
,  Maria-Therefa,  ii.  25.     deceived  in  Catharine,  i.  288.     Catharine 
mediates  with,  328. 

Mari- 
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Maritime  treaty  between  the  emprefs  and  the  king  of  Denmark,  ii. 

478,  479,  480. 
Markof,  Arcadius,  fucceeds  Bakunin,  iii.   163.  combines  with  Plato 

Zubof,  S3  5- 
Marriage:  of  Catharine  with  prince  Potemkin,  difficult  to  be  proved, 

iii.  90. 
Martinefti,  prince  of   Coburg  and  Suvarof,  defeat  the  Turks  near, 

with  horrid  flaughter,  iii.    280,  281. 
Maruzzi,  marquis,  banker  at  Corfu,  appointed  minifter  to  Venice, 

ii.  32. 
Mafquerades,  at  court,  ii.  371J. 
Mataphan,  the  antient  Tenaros,  ii.  40. 
Materials  of  manufacture,  i.  33. 
Mathematical  fciences,  iii.  414. 
Mathonius  affifts  the  emprefs  in  compiling  her  inftru£tions  for  a  new 

code  of  laws,  i.  435. 
Matilda,  Caroline,  queen  of  Denmark,  ii.  332.  much  beloved  by 

the  people  of  Zell,  ii.  334. 
Matzin,  the  Turks  entirely  routed  at,  iii.  315. 
Maitro-Cordato,  hofpodar  of  Moldavia,  fufpecled  of  treachery, iii.  167. 
Maufoleum,  railed  to  Lanlkoi  at  Tzarikoefelo,  iii.  89.  for   prince 

Potemkin,  324. 
Maxims,  one  of  Catharine's,  ii.   225. 

Mazanderan  and  Ghilan,  commerce  with,  iii.  52.  Aga-Mahmed  ren- 
ders himfelf  matter  of,  iii.  60. 
Mazeppa,  hetman  of  the  kozaks,  iii.  274, 
Mechanifm  for  conveying  a  huge  rock  to  Peterfburg,  iii.   13. 
Mecklenburg,  princefs  of,  declared  future  queen  of  Sweden,  iii.  359. 
Medals  ttruck  to  perpetuate  the  facceifes  of  the  turkifh  war,  ii.  147. 
Medicine,  college  of,    grants  licences  to  phyficians,  furgeons,  and 

midwives,  ii.  266.     iii.  408. 
Mediterranean,  commerce  with  the  ports  of  encouraged,  ii.  29.  418. 

expedition  to  the,  conlidered  as  the  moft  effective  arm  of  the  war, 

iii.   212. 
Mednoi-oflrof,  a  japanefe  bark  ftranded  on,  iii.  71. 
Melgunof,  governor-general  of  Archangel,  i.  390.   imprifoned,  267. 

liberated,  330. 
Mellin,  countefs  of,  her  accounts  of  the  early  life  of  Catharine,  i. 

67,  68. 
Memorial,  curious,  prefented  in  Poland,  ii.   117.  amicable,  of  the 

porte,     440.    to   the  polilh  refident  at  Petertburg,  i.   502,  503. 

from  the  emprefs  to  the  ftates  general,  482.  another,  483. 
Men,  learned  and  literary,  correfpondents  of  Catharine,  ii.   141. 
Mercantile-hotifes ,  i.    20. 
Merchants,  englifh,  fet  the  fafhions,  i.  41. 
Mrjlvin,  lait  duke  of  Dantzic,  ii.   105. 

Metal,  compoiition  of  the,  for  the  ttatue  of  Peter  the  Great,  iii.   15. 
Metropolitan  of  Peterlburg  baptizes  Wilhelmina  of  Hefie-Dannfiadt 

into  the  Greek  communion,  ii.   137. 
Metropolitans^  archbiihops,  and  biihops,  i.  481. 

Mihl- 
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tylikelfon,  general,  defeats  Pugatfhef,  ii.  210.  to  his  indefatigable 
exertions  the  extinction  of  the  rebellion  owing,  214.  recalled  from 
fighting  againft  the  Turks  and  put  at  the  head  of  the  army  in  Fin- 
land, iii.  223. 

Mkbailovitcb,  Alexey,  i.  373.  his  code,  432.  prepared  the  way  for 
Peter  the  Great,  iii-    $2. 

f/Iilk,  frenchconful  at  Rhodes,  iii.   161. 

Milieners,  moftly  french,  i.  40. 

frlrfler,  a  brave  englifh  captain,  killed,  iii.  260. 

Mind,  Catharine's,  comprehensive,  i.  552.  greatnefs  of,  displayed, 
by  the  empreSs,  ii.  224. 

Mtngreli&i  Solomon  prince  of,  becomes  a  vaffal  to  Ruffia,  iii.  35. 

Mimftas,  cabinet,  iii.  162. 

Miranda,  from  the  Havannah,  the  emprefs  refufes  to  give  him  up* 
iii.  155. 

Mirc&iicb,  Vaffilly,  lieutenant,  flattered  with  the  hope  of  recovering 
his  forfeited  eltates,  i.  37Q.  aiks  to  be  on  guard  for  one  week 
longer,  381.  marches  towards  the.  prii'on  of  Ivan,  382.  reads  to 
his  followers  a  forged  decree  of  the  Senate,  383.  Surrenders  his 
fword  to  governor  Eerednik'.f.  3H5.  condemned  to  death  and 
publicly  executed,  387.  the  Slanderous  manifesto  found  upon 
him  produced,  3S8.  and  his  accomplices  privately  examined,  393. 
their  Sentences,  394,  39" • 

J&jceliamoui  pieces,  written  by  the  emprefs,  iii.    8. 

Misfortunes  have  powerful  effects  en  ihe  manners  and  tempers  of 
men,  iii.   33. 

Miflra,  the  antient  Sparta,  ii.  31. 

Mhbridat  s  expels  the  Scythians  from  the  Krim,   iii.  23. 

Mittau,  die  grand-duke  received  at,  by  the  duke  of  Courlandj, 
ii.   318. 

Mogan,  the  plains  of,  Thamas  Koul:  -khan  aSfaSfinated  in,  iii.  35. 

Mohammed,  the  difciples  of,  arming  for  popery,  i.  420.  prayer  to, 
in  behalf  of  the  christians,  ii.  69. 

Mohilef,  the  emprefs  arrives  at,  ii.  404.  catholic  archbifhop  of, 
iii.   5. 

Jyloika,  river,  i.  217.  bridges  over  the  Moi'ka,  231. 

Mokrmiofsky,  nuncio  of  Cracow,  bravely  addreffes  the  Ruffians,  \% 

365.  :  .. 

Moldavangi,  ali-pafli      recalled  from  exile,  11.  49. 

Moldavia,  deputies  lent  fi    »,  ii.  37.  intended  to  be  erected  into  a, 

monarchy  for  prince  Potemkin.,  iii.  245.  Short  description  0^298. 
Momtnof,  Succeeds  Yerraolot,  iii.   129.  complaiSance  of  the  emprefs 

towards  him,  16c.  309.  fmitten  by  the  charms  of  princefs  Scher- 

batof,  309.  preSents  to  him,  383. 
Monarcbs,  great  and   ambitious,  conferences  of,  dangerous  to  their 

equals  in  power,  and  terrible  to  their  interiors,  iii.  144. 
Mtmafieiy  of  St.  Sergius,  i.  258.  of  St.  Alexander  Nefsky,  body  of 

.  Peter  III.  expofed  there,  279. 
Monfiai/ir,  where  Catharine  was  lodged,  defcribed,  i.  232. 
Morana,  the  famous  furgeon,  preSents  to,  i,  405, 

Myc». 
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Mofco.  when  the  rivers  freeze,  i.  13.  peftilence  appears- at,  ii.  66. 
three  fourths  of  the  inhabitants  die  of  the  plague,  ii.  70.  mer- 
chants and  factors,  i.  28.  greatly  alarmed,  263.  plague  ceafcs  at, 
ii.  71.  meafures  taken  there  concerning  the  plague,  78.  a  trium- 
phal, arch  erected  to  Gregory  Orlof  for  his  exertions  on  that  occa- 
sion, 79.  governor  of,  vainly  attempts  to  animate  the  populace, 
i.  271.  foundling-hofpital  at,  32^.  indignities  fhewn  there  to  C:.  ■ 
tharine,  342.  deputies  from  all  the  provinces  fent  to,  434.  the 

,  fpirit  of  rebellion  fpreads  to,  ii.  205.  corn  fent  from,  226.  the 
emprefs  vifits,  281.  Peter  I.  made  the  journey  to  in  forty-fix 
hours,  284.  vifited  by  the  emprefs,  iii.  113.  Jol'eph  II.  takes 
leave  of  the  emprefs  at,  160.  the  enlprefs  reported  to  be  on  the 
point  of  letting  out  for,  200.  the  younger  branches  of  the  impe- 
rial family  removed  to,  204. 

Mukabefladzy  figns  an  armiftice,  ii.  84. 

Muley  Ifma'il,  Suvarof  fo  nicknamed  from  his  barbarity,  iii.  2S2. 

Munich,  count,  account  of,  i.  161.  his  falulary  advice  to  Peter,  2,-0. 
more  generous  counfel  of,  2^6.  prefides  at  the  grand  carouzel, 
429.  arrefts  the  regent  Biren,  ,373.  furnithes  the  idea  of  getting 
pollellion  of  Conftantinople,  ii.  ,39.  his  noble  behaviour  to  Peter 
III.  i.  2;;.  his  fpirited  and  loyal  reply  to  Catharine,  264.  con- 
trafted  with  Biren,  276.  dies  at  Riga,  277.  forced  the  lines-  of 
Perekop,  ii.  155. 

Mujicians,  iii.  441. 

Muffoum  Oglpu,  commands  on  the  Danube,  ii.  84.  treats  with  mar- 
thai  Romantzof,  93. 

Mufiapka  III.  his  death  and  character,  ii.  148,  149. 

Myfta^ogues  and  religious  or  political  feetaries,  find  little  encou- 
ragement in  Petersburg ,   ii.    246. 

Mytelene,  now  called  Navarino,  ii.  31. 


N. 

Nagel,  colonel,  gives  the  tuft  defeat  to  the  new  prophet,  iii.   126. 
Names,  antient,  reftored  to  the  Krimea  and  the  Kuban,  iii.   44. 
Naples,  queen  of,  and  count  Audrey  Razumofsky,  ii.  313. 
NariJbMn,  Leof,  Alexandrovitch,  accompanies  Peter  III.  on  his  vifit 

to  prince  Ivan,  i.  19$.  his  family  receives  prefents  from  Denmark, 

ii.  329. 
Najjhu,  prince  of,  known  by  the  attempt  on  the  ifle  of  Jerfey,  iii. 

206.    warm  fervice  between    him   and  the  capudan-paiha,  218. 

ii.  423.  with   adm'iral  Chitfchagof,  faves  the   fwedifh  fleet,   iii. 

258,  his  letter  to  the  emprefs,  262.  anfwer,  263.  his  project  c: 

marching  an  army  through  Bokhara  to  Kaihmir,  and  thence  ii> 

Bengal,  320. 
Natalia  Alcxicvna.,  grand-duchefs,  dies,  ii.  3x4. 
Nations  that  have  no  treaty  of  commerce  with  Ruffia,  pay  duties  in 

dollars,  iii.  104. 
Natural  hiftory,  iii,  412. 

NaluraliJls, 
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Naturalijls,  an  object,  of  interefting  inquiry  to,  iii.  u. 

Nature,  the  refults  of  the  grand,  eternal,  and  beneficent  laws,  by 

which  (he  afts  upon  the  whole  are  often  deftruclive  to  the  parts., 

ii.  260. 
Naval  architecture,  Peter  the  Great's  firft  attempts  in,  ii.  420. 
Navigation  and  commerce  improved  by  Catharine,  i.  346. 
Navy,  ruffian,  a  want  of  native  officers  of  fufficient  ability  and  ex- 
perience to  conduct  its  operations  with  judgment  and  effect,  ii. 

420.  iii.   215.393. 
Negotiating  better  than  fighting,  iii.  43. 
Negotiation,  remarkable  fecrecy  of  that,  concerning  the  barter  of 

Bavaria,  iii.  96. 
Negropont,  one  of  the  fined  of  the  greek  iflands,  iii.  291. 
Nertfchinjk,  gold  and  filver  mines  at,  iii.  307. 
Nejlor  and  the  other  annalifts,  iii.  403. 
Neva,  river,  manner  of  its  freezing,   &c.   i.  11.  how  its  beautiful 

ftream  divides,  ii.  174.  the  rifmg  of  its  waters  notified  by  cannon, 

261. 
Neufladt,  treaty  of,  iii.  222. 
Neutrality,  armed,  bafis  of  the,  ii.  393,  394,  395.  difplays  its  flag  in 

all  the  northern  feas,  418.  formed  on  principles  unfriendly  to  the 

interefts  of  England,  iii.  1 09. 
Uicolayef,  prince  Potemkin  dies  on  the  way  to,  iii.  324. 
Nikon,  the  patriarch,  introduces  alterations  in  the  rights  and  cere- 
monies of  the  church,  ii.  191. 
Nobles  permitted  to  travel,  i.  164.  of  Poland,  the  more  they  increafed 

their  power,  abufed  it  the  more,  i.  357. 
Normelin,  an  old  and  brave  enfign,  ii.  352.. 
Norway,  ruled  by  Denmark  with   a  harfh  and  unfeeling  hand,  iii. 

233.  a  fimple  and  generous  nation,  238. 
Note  from  the  ruffian  ambaffador  to  the  fwedifh   miniftry,  iii.  462. 

anfwer  by  the  court  of  Stockholm,  464.    circular,  delivered  bv 

Sweden,  466. 
Novgorod,  archbifhop  of,  brought  over  by  the  confpirators,  i.  213. 

cne  of  the  principal  inftruments  in  the  revolution,  i.  298. 
Num/ftt,  general,  gains  a  complete  victory  over  the  Swedes,  iii.  256. 

O. 

Oak,  the  whole  army  crowned  with  wreaths  of,  i.  265.  ruffian,   not 

good  for  {hip-building,  ii.  422. 
ObeliJ;,  that  truniported  from  Alexandria  to  Rome,  iii.  14. 
Obrie.n,  captain,  a  native   of  Ireland,  iii.  231.  fent  to   the  gallies, 

iii.  252. 
O'brok,  or  yearly  tribute,  1.31. 

Gbjlaclcs  that  oppofe  the  farther  progrefs  of  the  ruffian  navy,  ii.  424. 
Occupations,  various,  of  the  emprefs,  ii.  307. 
Crcan,  eaftern,  Billings  fails  about  the  iflands  of  the,  iii.  135. 
Odart,  attached  to  princefs  Dafhkof,  i.  208.  betrays  her,  297.  fent 

cfT,  304. 
Oeconomy,  rural,  iii.  411. 

Oehet, 
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Oelaet,  tribes  of  the,  furprifed  by  Pugatfhef,  ii.  200. 

Oelxts,  improperly  called  Eleuts,  ii.  159. 

Officers,  englifh,  arrive  in  Ruffia,  ii.  29.  foreign,  offer  themfclves  to 
Catharine,  39.  general  promotion  of,  367.  trench,  great  numbers 
procured  by  the  Turks,  iii.  .3.3.  young  englifh,  the  concluiion  of 
the  american  war  afforded  a  considerable  fupply  of,  215.  go  in  a 
body  to  lay  down  their  commiffions,  217.  a  general  difaffection 
fpread  among  the  fwedilh,  228.  declare  tiiey  will  never  attack  a 
neighbour  who  had  not  provoked  them,  230.  are  fent  to  Stockholm 
and  put  under  arrett,  23 1 . 

Offices  of  religion  performed  in  fourteen  different  languages  at  St. 
Peteriburg,  iii.  121. 

Oldenburg,  difference  between  the  houfe  of,  and  that  of  Holftein- 
Gottorp,  ii.329.  and  Delmenhorft  relinquiihed  to  the  bilhop  of 
Lubeek,  338.  the  miferable  country  of,  iii.  23  5. 

Olivia,  by  the  treaty  of,  no  new  port  to  be  made  in  Courland,  iii. 

Olfufief,  colonel,  marches  his  regiment  to  Catharine,  i.  240.  Adam 
Vaflillievitch,  ii.  2S3.  penfioned  by  the  court  of  Copenhagen, 
ii.329. 

Opera,  the  firit  in  the  fwedilh  language,  ii.  345.  opera-houfe  at 
Mofeo  burnt  down,  419. 

Oral  court,  ii.  247. 

Oranienbaum  given  to  the  grand-duke,  i.  83.  That  palace  defcribed, 
i.  84.  Peter's  amufements  there,  227. 

Oranienburg,   Ivan  carried  off  by  a  monk  from,  i.  195. 

Ordinances ,  Catharine's,  uncommonly  confidential  and  open,  i.  311. 

Orenburg  a  prey  to  revolt,  ii.  158.  extremities  to  which  that  town 
was  reduced,  ii.  203. 

Organization  and  vigilance  of  the  police  at  Peteriburg,  ii.  244. 

Orlof,  Gregory,  account  of  him  and  his  brothers,  i.  204.  marches 
the  regiment  of  artillery  to  the  emprefs,  236.  fent  to  Moico  to 
check  the  progrefs  of  the  plague,  ii.  70.  his  laudable  conduct 
there,  ii.  78,  79.  his  great  prefents  and  uncommon  magnificence, 
90.  his  fplendid  appearance  at  Fokihiani,  92.  appointed  lieute- 
nant general  of  the  ruffian  armies,  i.  266.  accompanies  the  em- 
prefs to  Moico,  291.  his  arrogant  behaviour,  299.  Catharine,  at- 
tached to  him  more  from  policy  than  affection,  300.  contults  with 
Beftuchef,  334.  near  upon  being  emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias, 
339.  accompanies  the  emprefs  to  Livcnia,  372.  his  want  of  dis- 
cretion, 401.  travels  into  foreign  parts,  ii.  169:  fuddenly  re- 
turns, and  is  well  received  at  court,  172.  his  ccarie  manner  of 
life,  173.  requefts  the  removal  of  Poremkin,  270.  alks  pet-million 
to  retire  from   court  and  is  refufed,  279.  fete  out  m  difgutt  for 

•  Moico,  309.  marries  the  countefs  Zinovief,  iii.  1.  dies  at  Moico, 
49. 

Orlof,  Alexius,  one  of  the  three  perfons  to  whom  the  cuttody  of 
Peter  j[Il.  was  committed,  i.  274.  promoted,  with  his  brothers, 
293.  204.  itizes  a  country-cart  for  Catharine's  conveyance  to 
>  town,  234.  his  execrable  treatment  of  the  emperor  at  Ropfcha,  274. 
railed  ail  at  once  from  a  iimple  foldier  to  the  rank  of  general, 
ii.  30.  neglects  to  profit  by  his  victories,  45.  fi:ops  at  Vienna  on  his 

way 
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^.vay  to  the  Arc&pelago,  $3.  comes  to  Rome,  57.  offers  marriage 
to  princefs  Tarrakanof,  t;8.  his  brutal  behaviour,  63.  quarrels 
.  with  Potemkin,  which  cofts  the  latter  an  eye,  270.  his  daughter 
marries  the  Ion  of  general  Panin,  iii.  2.  declines  taking  the  com- 
mand of  an  expedition  to  the  Mediterranean,  205.  acts  as  chief 
mourner  by  the  cofna  of  Peter,  580. 

Or/of,  Vladimir,  restores  the  decorations  of  his  deceafed  brother  to 
the  emprefs,  iii.  51. 

Orhfs,  brothers,  Suddenly  make  their  appearance  at  court,  iii.  i„ 
prefents  they  received,  383. 

Orthodoxy,  pure,  the  hordes  of  Kozaks  extremely  bigoted  to,  ii.  193. 

OJfian,  Norwegians  celebrated  in  the  Strains  of,  iii.  239. 

Qj/ipovna,  Sophia,  a  young  polifh  widow  attempts  the  heart  of  the 
grand-duke  Paul?  ii.  136. 

Ofiermamiy  count,  imitates  Panin  at  Stockholm,  ii.  340.  351.  353, 
vice-chancellor,  403.  entirely  devoted  to  the  English,  iii.  106.  a 
man  not  above  the  ordinary  Stamp,  162. 

Oftrogothia,  duke  of,  ii.  3^2.  iii.  229. 

Otchakof,  about  ten  leagues  from  Kherfon,  in.  20.  Turks  march  to 
cover,  170.  its  vicinity  to  Kinburne,  183.  conflict  near,  fatal 
to  the  Turks,  243.  vaft  preparations  for  the  liege  of,  246.  pillage 
and  flaughter  at,  lalts  three  whole  days,  249.  the  conquerors  of, 
rewarded,  276,  277. 

Ottoman  empire,  all  Seems  to  announce  the  approaching  overthrow 
of,  iii.  177. 

P. 

Pafta  conventa,  the  charter  fo  called,  i.  3jj5. 

PadiJJia,  title  of,  granted  by  the  porte  to  tire  emprefs,  ii.  156. 

Paintas  at  Petersburg,  iii.  439. 

Pahnka  fubmits  to  Prince  Potemkin,  iii.  278. 

Palace,  magnificent  marble,  at  Petersburg,  ii.  r  7^. 

Palatines,  polifh,  account  of,  i.  358. 

Padas,  profeffor,  and  other  academicians  fent  to  make  obfervations 
in  various  parts  of  the  empire,  i.  459.  Catharine  buys  his  collection 
of  natural  curiofities,  iii.  129. 

PamttbHief,  Ivan,  the  clergy  of  the  feveral  communions  in  Peters- 
burg dine  with  him  annually  on  twelfth-day,  iii.  119.  ' 

Panin,  count  Nikita  Ivanovitch,  account  of,  i.  132.  governor  to 
Paul  Petrovitch ;  his  character,  133.  fond  of  an  aristocratic  con- 
stitution, 134.  addreSies  himielf  to  Elizabeth's  confeilbr,  141. 
advifes  Peter  III.  to  have  himfelf  elefted  by  the  fenate,  143. 
engages  in  the  plot  again  It  him,  212.  his  bold  fpeech  to  Catha- 
rine, 217.  obtains  a  renunciation  of  the  Sovereignty  from  Peter  III. 
362.  made  prime  minister,  266.  his  addrefs  to  Dr.  Dimfdale, 
464.  his  realbn  why  the  emprefs  neglected  to  invite  him  to  ac- 
company her  on  her  pilgrimage,  ii.  282.  Potemkin  ltands  in  awe 
of  him,  283.  his  indolence  increases,  309.  his  artful  conduct: 
when  at  Stockholm,  340.  retires  from  buiinefs,  402.  delivers  to 
Catharine  a  plan  of  government,  i.  333.  had  considerable  imper- 
fections, 
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feftkms,  but  was  the  only  one  of  Catharine's  minifters  who  Had  a 
true  notion  of  bufinefs,  400.  ordered  to  quit  his  apartments  in  the 
palace,  138.  Catharine  refufes  to  confeni  to  his  banifhment,  17?. 
his  chara&er  drawn  by  a  courtier,  174.  held  together  the  moil 
important  places,  178.  dies  at  Peterfburg,  iii.  49. 

Paper  manufactories,  i.  33. 

Papers  relative  to  the  re-eitabliihment  of  peace,  i.  486..  with  erafures 
might  be  prelented  without  fear  of  offending  fheemprefs,  iii.  138. 

Pardakofsky  taken  by  the  king  of  Sweden,  iii.  257. 

Pa> don,  general,  granted,  ii.  2.25.  290. 

Paros,  Ruffians  landing  at,  ii.  31.  anchor  there,  43.  famous  for 
wine  and  marble,   133. 

Partition  of  Poland,  acquisitions  from,  by  the  three  powers,  ii.  115. 

Party,  Catharine's,  of  whom  compofed,  i.  226. 

PaJJick,  lieutenant,  his  bafe  propoial,  i.  216.  advifes  to  haften  the 
execution  of  the  plot,  230. 

Paftukof,  private  fecietary,  iii.  123. 

Patriarchs  oi  Kuliia,  i  478. 

Patronymics,  ruffian,  i.  64. 

Paul  Petroviteh  declared  fucceflbr,  i.  238.  Catharine  (hews  him  to 
the  populace,  241.  reprimands  a  courtier  for  his  advice,  ii.  282. 
accompanies  the  emprefs  to  Mofco,  i,  292.  unfettled  iiate  of  his 
health,  301.  his  cold  constitution,  13^.  intercedes  for  Panin,  ii. 
139.  his  discretion  and  filial  reverence,  3  to.  his  audrefs  to  Fre- 
deric II.  at  Berlin,  319.  marries  the  princefs  of  Wirtemberg,  322. 
fingular  circumftances  relating  to,  403.  travels,  408. 

Paul  I.  orders  the  tomb  of  Peter  III.  to  be  opened,  iii.  379. 

Paulmy,  marquis  de,  ambaffador  from  France  at  \Varfaw,  i.  360. 

Pavlofsk,  palace,  built  by  Paul  Petroviteh,  ii.  177. 

Peace  with  foreign  powers,  i.  308.  rejoicings  on  account  of,  ii.  157. 
Catharine  employed  in  cultivating  the  arts  of,  277. 

Peafants,  the  barbarous  lot  to  which  they  are  doomed  in  Poland, 

Peil,  the  only  banker  in  Stockholm  who  lends  money  to  the  king, 

Pekin,  the  fupreme  tribunal  of,  fends  an  abrupt  anfwer  to  the  ruf- 
fian fenate,  ii.  166.  the  caravans  take  three  years  in  going  to, 
Hopping  there  and  returning  to  Tobolik,  iii.  68. 

Pdijjier,  a  fwifs  officer,  iii.  258. 

Perekop,  famous  lines  of,  fubmitted  to  Munich,  ii.  64.  called  by 
the  Tartars  Or-kapi,  iii.  22. 

PerfecTum  not  to  be  looked  for  in  any  thing  that  we  are  capable  of 
underftanding,  ii.  127. 

Perf.a,  the  Caipian  favourable  to  the  Ruffians  in  their  trade  with., 
iii.  52. 

Perjonal  regards  never  governed  Catharine,  ii.  177. 

Pefcblin,  general,  as  venal  as  Wilkes,  ii.  343.  arretted,  352. 

Pejhlence  appears  in  Mofco,  ii.  66.  rages  at  Yaffy,  67.  peft-houfes 
at  Mofco,  71.  infects  the  ruihan  and  ottoman  armies  on  the 
banks  of  the  Danube,  79.  furnimes  the  king  of  Pxulfu  with  a 
pretext  for  marching  his  troops  into  Poland,  96. 

v.01.,  in.  R  n  Peter, 
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Peter,  grand-duke,  attacked  by  the  fm  all -pox,  i.  72,  His.nuptials 

folemnized,  73.  Reciprocal  diflikes  arife,  74-   His  irregular  coftl- 

duct  at  Oranienbaum,  06.  a  great  admirer  of  the  king  of  Pruilia, 

iic.  not  agreeable  at  court,   131. 

Peur  I.  fome  account  of,  4,35,  436.  made  a  law   concerning  the 

fucceffion,  i.  61. 
Peter  II.  reigned  only  three  years,  i.  54. 

Peter  ill  bis  name  'become'  dear  to  the  Ruffians,  i.  4^1.  fudden 
and  furprifing  change  in  his  behaviour,  158.  his  reign  at  firft  po- 
pular and  auTpicious,  159.  recalls  the  exiles  from  Siberia,  160. 
correcls  numerous  abuies  in  the  admjnihration  of  juftice,  168. 
diminifhes  the  wealth  of  the  monks,  173.  arts  of  his  enemies, 
174.  his  anfwer  to  the  king  of  Pruilia,  178.  rude  behaviour  to 
the  emprefs,  182.  other  a cfs  of  imprudence,  183.  afraid  of  look- 
ing like  the  king  of  France,  184.  caufes  the  peace  to  be  cele- 
brated with  magnificence,  106.  intends  to  repudiate  Catharine, 
192.  determines  to  adopt  prince  Ivan,  194.  ftrange  fpeech  im- 
puted to  him,  22<5.  his  reply  to  the  remontlrances  of  Goltz  and 
Schverin,  228.  his  amazing'  fecuritv  on  the  very  eve  of  the  re- 
volution, 244.  plunged  i».dStref£>  2^0.  prcfents  himfelf  before 
the  harbour  of  Cronftadt  254.  his  weaknefs  and  irrelolution, 
256.  baJ  •  rdered  at  Ropfcha,  274.  his  character,  275.  im- 
porters under  his  name,  ii.  184. 
Peteihof,  palace  of,  i.  93.  defcribed,  215. 
Pettrjburg,  climate  of,  10,  ir.  iiland,  29. 
Peterffn,  colonel,  complains   to  the  Porte  of  a  violation  of  treaty, 

ii.  298. 
Philosophical  literature,  iii.  410. 
PhUofopbnf,  inftance  of  his  inquifitorial  authority,  ii.  332.  aids  the 

dengns  of  Bernftoff,  337.  ' 

Philoforiy,  Catharine  had  learnt  patience  and  lenity  from  the  ieffons 

of,  ii.  22;.   Peter  11     rciolves  to  devote  himfelfto,  i.  273. 
Pin/?,  whence  that  denomination  is  derived,  i.  ?$$. 
Piccolo,  Stcf;  no,  incites  the  Montenegrins  againft  the  Turks,  ii.  1S5. 
Pictures,  purchases  of,  ii.  176. 
/  ilgnmnge  per.  1  ned  by  the  emprefs,  ii.  282. 

Pilot-boats  engaged  in  England  to  wait  in  proper  ftations  for  the  ar- 
rival of  the  ruffian  fleet,  iii.  213 . 
Piratical  war,  Greeks  and  Albanians  fit  for  no  other  than  a,  h.  133. 
Pijhkof,  Jacob,  admitted  into  the  confidence  of  Miroviteh,  i.  38:. 
Plague^  one  cruel,  reftrains another,  iii.  17. 
Plejchtfcheyef,  omillion  in  his  account  of  his  expedition  in  JEgypt, 

ii.  45.  favourably  received  by  the  bey,  46. 
Phtniki,  or  carpenters,  i  36. 
Plots.,  feveral  inert  eel  rtll;  againff  Catharine,*!.  341. 
Pkjfirt,  eaptaim  takes  a  Komcr  on  fib  ore  at  Naxos,  ii.  31. 
Poelplia,  propoials  made  by  the  nobility  of,  ii.  7. 
/V/>v,  ruffian,  ftate  of,  iii.  43c 

JPtttanJ,  loft  by  the  defects  of  its  government,  a  part  of  the  advan- 
tages it  had  received  from  nature,  i.  $$3.  kings  of,  not  two  in- 
ftatices  of  free  election  of,    ^59.    feveral  of  the  provinces  of, 

have 
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have  recourfe  to  arms,  366.  popery  introduced  into,  406.  chrif- 
tian  harmony  in,  408.  parties  in,  415.  king  of,  calls  a  diet,  416. 
conduct  of  the  emprefs  towards,  infinitely  morejuft,  moderate, 
and  temperate,  than  that  of  the  other  powers,  ii.  274.  an  in- 
demnity granted  to  the  king  of,  for  the  lots  of  his  revenues,  276. 
his  interefts  particularly  Supported  by  the  partitioning  powers,  277. 
cabinet  of  Peterfburg  directs  all  the  affairs  ot,  298.  the  annihila- 
tion of,  decreed,  314.  the  theatre  of  cruel  wars,  2.  the  emprefs 
fends  reinforcements  thither,  3.  to  be  considered  no  otherwife 
than  as  a  province  of  Rudia,  6.  its  difmemberment  relblved  on, 
24.  king  of,  iliot  at,  8  1 .  foreign  armies  extend  from  one  end  to 
the  other  of,  97.  king  of,  a  fort  of  honourable  prifoner,  11 1. 
thought  fecretly  to  favour  the  partition,  1 14.  fpirited  fpeech  of, 
lie.  anew  diet  aSTembled,  117.  king  of,  uncivilly  treated  by 
Stackelberg,  1 18  Poland  cruelly  dealt  with  by  the  king  of  Pruflia, 
119.  fcarcely  poihble  for  it  ever  to  emerge  from  its  diltrefsful 
jituation,  123.  ruffian  forces  advancing  through, iii.  32.  Potemkin 
acquires  rich  domains  in,  45.  in  repofe  equal  in  value  with 
the  aclivity  of  any  other  ally,  14c.  king  of,  his  reply  to  Catha- 
rine, 153.  Eulgakof  ordered  to  declare  war  againft,  336.  prince 
Jofeph  Poniatofsky  commands  an  army  in,  33 C). 

Poles,  as  ufual,  defeated  by  the  Jxv.iiians,  i.  360.  exiled,  add  to  the 
force  (if  Pugatvhef,  ii.  203.  never  could  be  brought  to  unite  their 
forces,  iii.  336. 

Police,  benefits  arifing  from  a  well  regulated,  ii.  232.  mechanifm  of 
that  at  Peterfburg,  243. 

Poh<vtxes  fubdued  the  Krim,  iii.  25,  driven  out  by  the  Mongoles  and 
Tartars,  26.  preients  received  by,  383. 

Pogis,  ruffian,  i.  169.  encourage  an  impoilor,  ii.  185.  held  in  extreme 
veneration.  280. 

P»pof,  and  prince  Potemkin,  curious  understanding  between,  iii.  297. 

Populace,  neklenefs  of  the,  i.  270. 

Population  of  Rulfia,  i.  2, 3.  increafe  of,  6. 

Porcelain,  manufactory,  i.  32. 

Porte,  ottoman,  blamelefs  in  regard  to  Poland,  ii.  5.  prepares 
vigoroufly  for  war,  iii.  34.  maiterly  manifesto  of,  39.147. 

Pofnania  obliged  to  furnilh  fifty  marriageable  girls  to  general  Belling, 
ii.  122. 

Pcfpolite,  account  of  that  military  institution,  i.  359. 

Poniatofih,  count  Stanislaus,  his  origin,  i.  10 1.  obtains  the  favour 
■  of  Catharine,  103.  ordered  by  .Elizabeth  to  quit  Ruiiia,  103. 
appointed  minister  from  Poland,  105.  his  intimacy  with  the  grand- 
duehefs  increases,  109.  is  difgracefully  arretted  at  Oranienbaum, 
119.  the  emprefs  corresponds  with  him,  2  9.  renews  his  Solicita- 
tions to  come  to  Peterfburg,  351.  joins  the  emprefs  at  Kanief,  iii. 
1 52.  made  choice  oi  by  Catharine  to  rill  the  throne  of  Poland,  i.  354. 
his  character,  363.  visits  the  nuncios  feparatcly,  368.  proclaimed 
king  of  Poland,  j6q.  begins  to  reign  in  as  much  tianquillity  as  if 
his  ejection  had  not  been  effected  by  violence,  370.  motives  in 
crowning,  405. 

N  N  2  Potemkin 


548 


INDEX. 


Potemhin  rides  up  to  the  emprefs  on  the  day  of  the  revolution,  i.  ?4^. 
fixes  the  attention  of  the  emprefs,  ii.  269.  fome  account  of  the 
family  of,  270.  looked  to  as  the  difpenlerof  all  bounty,  and  the 
fource  of  all  honours,  277.  reconciled  with  the  Orlofs,  278.  his 
curious  reafon  for  not  going  to  the  council,  279.  bids  adieu  to 
good  cheer,  and  lives  upon  roots,  283.  unbofoms  to  his  confeffor 
all  his  tranfgreffions,  284.  ceafes  to  be  the  object,  of  Catharine's 
affeftion,  307.  more  jealous  of  abfolute  power  than  love,  326. 
works  the  downfall  of  Zavadofsky,  327.    with  him  Catharine 
balanced  the  fate  of  Europe,  328.  writes  a  letter  of  thanks  to  M. 
de  Saint- Prieft,  36$.  Zoritch  complains  to,  3-9.  his  nieces,  396. 
his  prodigious  influence,  398.  refolves  to  take  poffellion  of  the 
Krimea,  402.  expeditious  in  travelling,  iii.  20.  haltens  to  Tagan- 
rok,  28.  receives  the  oath  of  allegiance  of  fultan  Baaty  Gueray, 
30.  aflembles  an  army  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Krim,  43.  not  un- 
mindful of  his  p'rfona!  interefts  while  extending  the  empire  of  his 
fovereign,   45.    difmiiies  Voi'novitrh   with   difgrace,  eo.  always 
knew  how  to  appreciate  real  merit,   103.  plays  high,   128.  joins 
the  emprefs    at  Klief\  151.  retains    Sahim-Gueray  with   him  at 
Kherfon,  160.  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  forces  in  the  Kuban, 
176.  the  emprefs  fwids  him  a  plan  of  the  meafures  taken  againft 
Sweden,  201.  te  deum  fung  in  his  army,  219.  has  the  whole 
empire  at  his  command,  24.5.  befieges  Otehakof,  247.  always  in 
extremes,  248.  appointed  hetman  of  the  kozaks,  274.  takes  the 
ifle  of  Berezan,  277.  befieges  Ifmai'l,  282.  joyfully  received  at 
Petersburg,  293.  his  exceilive  pomp,  294.  particulars  of,  295. 
his  manner  of  living,  305.  ftudies  Plutarch,  307.  has  a  prefenti- 
ment  of  his  death,  308.  puns  on  the  name  of  Zubof,  312.  his 
manner  of  living  at  Yafiy,  323.  his  titles,  death,  and  character, 
324,  32^,  326.  was  not  with  the  aflanins  of  Peter  III.  i.  274. 
fitted  for  a  prime,  minifter,  ii.  177. 
Potemkin,  Paul,  caufes  30,000  Tartars  to  be  flaughtered  in  cold  bloody 

in.  39- 
Pound,  ruffian,  i.  41. 

Powers,  partitioning,  remarks  on  their  proceedings,  ii.  in. 
Preachers,  reformed  and  lutheran,  hold  weekly  meetings,  iii.  117, 
Premijlaushas  the  territory  of  Pomerellia,  ii.  105. 
Preobajevjkoi  guards  declare  for  the  emprefs,  i.  336. 
Prejlon,  captain,  an  intrepid  Englishman,  iii.  254. 
Pretenders  to  the  crown  of  Ruflia,  i.  373. 
Priefiman,   an  englifh  officer,  iii.  244. 
Princei   of  Germany  who  make  it  a  cuftom  to  barter  mankind  for 

money,  iii.  83. 
Printing,  at  St.  Peterfburg,  iii.  443. 
Proclamation  prohibiting  britith  teamen  from  entering  into  any  foreign 

fervice,  iii.  213. 
Produces,  mmiral,  well  for  mankind  that  but  few  are  confined  to  any 

one  country,  iii.  112. 
Prtgeny,  imperial,  ii.  322,  323. 
Prtteji  againft  the  polith  diet,  ii.  440. 

Pirtejlants, 
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Vrotefiants,  of  Poland,  implore  the  interceffion  of  the  courts  of  Lon- 
don, Copenhagen,  and  Berlin,  i.  413. 

Provinces,  di  virion  of,  completed,  iii    8. 

"ProxMo/iky.  prince,  noble  anfwer  of,  iii.  38. 

Prufp.a,  king  of,  concludes  a  treaty  with  the  emprefs,  i.  361.  his 
anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  the  grand-duke,  ii.  320.  hereditary  prince 
of,  arrives  at  Petexlburg,  ii.408.  acquires  860,000  fouls  by  the 
partition  of  Poland,  115.  king  of,  the  curious  intereft  he  takes  in 
the  diftreffes  of  the  inhabitants  of  Poland,  277. 

Truth,  battle  fought  near  that  river,  ii.  34.  Peter  the  great's  dilgracc 
at  the,  effaced  by  Catharine,  223. 

P/aro,  fent  by  the  emprefs  into  Sicily,  iii.  286. 

P'igatjhef,  Ikhelmau,  Ids  origin  and  rebellion,  ii.  187.  affociates 
with  hermits,  18S.  vifited  by  the  popes  while  in  prifon  at  Kazan, 
joo.  not  wanting  in  difcernment,  191.  his  plaufible  pretences, 
195.  commits  depredations  on  ad  tides,  203.  wears  an  epifcopal 
robe,  204.  a  reward  let  upon  his  head,  207.  general  Panin  lent 
againlt  him,  212.  approaching  faft  to  Europe,  215.  unexpectedly 
fees  his  wife,  2x6.  conveyed  to  Mofco  in  an  iron  cage,  218.  the 
butchering  fentence  palled  on  him  not  executed,  219.  meets  his 
5  fate  with  the  moft  undaunted  refclution,  220.  rebellion  of,  be- 
trayed fome  defect  in  the  confutation,  416. 

Pidau/sky,  general,  goes  to  America,  where  he  dies,  ii.  444. 

Puhavn^  the  battle  of,  reprefented  to  Catharine  on  the  fpot,  iii.  159. 

1  u'hkin,  lieutenant,  arretted,  i.  236. 

Pj/ios  conquered  by  Ruffians,  ii.  31. 

Quarrels  in  the  ftreet  or  in  public  houfes  feldom  happen  at  Peterfburg, 
ii.  247.  between  the  ufurper  Mahmood  and  the  feeble  {hah  Huf- 
fein,  iii.  53 .  with  the  Chinefe  bring  on  a  fufpenfion  of  that  trade,  6y. 

^uefiions  fur  l'Encyclopedie,  ii.  144.  clofe,  put  by  the  porte  to  the 
court  of  Petersburg,  iii.  39.  a  harm  queftion  put  by  Potemkin  to 
a  dying  officer,  248. 

fSiaftrum,  the  Norwegians  at,  force  part  of  a  regiment  to  capitulate, 
iii.  239. 

II. 

Radifchef,  prince,  gains  a  complete  vidory  over  the  tartar  prophet, 

iii.  183. 
Rddzfehhf,  a  fatirical  author,  iii.  267. 
Radzivil,  princefs,  and  her  fifter-in-law  fight  on  horfeback  with 

fibres,  i.  368. 
Radzivii,  prince,  takes  arms  againft  the  Ruffians  in  Poland,  i.  364. 

416.  leaves  princefs  Tarrakanofat  Rome,  ii.  56.  his  famous  library 

carried  off,  80. 
Raguzhifky  pacifies  the  Chinefe,  iii.  69. 
Ramjay}  general,  devoted  to  the  court  of  Stockholm,  ii.  541. 

N  N   3  Ran-z.au 
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Ranzau  Afchberg,  count,   minifter  from  Denmark,   ii.  330.    dif- 

miffed,  335. 
Raphael's  gallery  at  Petersburg,  ii.  21. 
Rajcbid  Mehcmet  etfendi,  lent  to  Peteriburg,  iii.  <$$6.  fupports  the 

ruffian  caufe  at  Constantinople,  376. 
Rajkolnih,  or  old  believers,  ii.    191.    Siberia  abounds  with  thern, 

192.  account  of,  196. 
RafmfcMk,  or  ftreet-pedlar,  i.  30.  ii.  258. 
Rat'Jlon,  Catharine  kept  an  anibaiTador  at  the  diet  of,  ii.  231. 
Raviftt  or  Radzin,  Stenka,  author  of  a  dreadful  rebellion  amoug  the 

hordes  of  the  Volga  and  of  the  Yai'k,  ii.  194. 
Razumof/ky,  Alexey,  a  broad  hint  to  him,  i.    158.  adheres  to  the 

emprefs,  235. 
Raz>w  ofjkv,  Cyril,  arrive'!  from  the  Ukraine,  i.  79.  insinuates  him- 
felf  into  the  favour  of  the  grand-duke,  80.  offered  the  command 
of  the  army,    177.  engages  in  the  plot,  210.  reply  of  the  king  of 
Prufiia  to,  ii.  321.  appointed  rield-mai thai,  iii.  276. 
RazumofJJiv,  count  An'drey,  Serves  under  admiral  Elphinfton  in  the 
Archipelago,  ii.  311.  lent  envoy  extraordinary  to  Venice,  ,313. 
goes  from  Denmark  to   Sweden,  iii.    163.    his  behaviour  at  the 
court  of  Stockholm,  196.  the  king  of  Sweden  requires  that  he  mail 
be  exemplarily  punifhed,  7.11. 
Razumpijky  and  others,  intrepid  reply  of  Catharine  to,  i.  301.  Gre- 
gory, marries  the  widow  Chartorynfka,  ii.  136. 
Rebellion,  Pugatihef  s,  imputed  to  the  Turks,   and  to  the  French, 

ii.  190.  reflexions  on,  221. 
Reminder,  colonel,  attacks  the  tartarian  prophet,  iii.  181. 
Recruiting,  method  of,  iii.  388. 
Regijicr -offices  for  tenants,   ii.  249. 
Reindeer,  immenfe  herds  of,  come  annually  from  the  american  to  the 

aSiatic  coaft,  136. 
Religion,  catholic,  flies  for  protection  to  me  Standard  of  Mohammed, 

Re'/gious  coercion  the  occaSion  of  horrible  Avars  with  the  Kozaks, 
ii.  192. 

Renunciation  of  the  imperial  dignity  by  Peter  III.  i.  496. 

Reply  of  Catharine  to  the  grand-duke,  iii.  202. 

Repnin,  prince,  undue  influence  of,  in  Poland,  i.  419.  appears  at 
the  congrefs  of  Tefchen,  ii.  386.  exacts  a  new  oath  of  allegiance 
in  Poland  and  Lithuania,  iii.  374.  demands  toleration,  i.  415. 
recalled  from  Warfaw,  ii.  9.  young,  taken  priibner  by  the  Turks, 
129.  calms  the  refentment  of  the  divan,  307.  at  the  head  of  an 
army  near  the  Krim,  iii.  43.  afts  under  the  command  of  Potem- 
kin  in  the  Kuban,  176.  aflifts  Potemkin  and  Romantzof  in  fre- 
quently beating  the  Turks,  246.  drives  the  Turks  from  the  bor- 
ders of  the  Sblfka,  277.   entirely  routs  them  at  Iviatzin,  315. 

Reval,  it:.  harbour  and  tort,  i.  25b. 

Revenue  of  RuSfia,  i.  3,  4. 

Re-venues  of  the  empire,  iii.  395. 

Reuterholm, 
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R.'u/e>oe?»i,  baron,  appointed  prime-mini fter  of  Sweden,  iii.  358. 

Revolution  In  favour  of  Catharine,  i.  242,  kc.  counter,  in  Sweden, 
the  grand  and  determined  objeffc  of  Ruflia,  iii.  226.  in  Denmark, 
remark  oi  Frederic  If.  on  the,  ii.  334.  in  Sweden,  350.  fudden 
and  unforefeen,  in  the  government  of  Sweden,  iii.  193.  only  ef- 
fected in  llulu  1  by  the  lbldiery,  297. 

Rhodes,  Sahim-Gueray  transported  to,  iii.  161. 

Ribas,  a  Neapolitan,  feme  account  of,  ii.  $5.  tutor  to  Bobrinlky, 
fome  account  of,  iii.  3. 

Richar/.fn,  proicder,  ekft^ft  from  a  letter  of,  ii.  24. 

Riga,  the  emprefs  tineafy  at,  i.  387. 

Rimnikjky,  Suvarof  furm-med,  iii.  278. 

R«bu?>ies  and  murder  feldofoa  heard  of  at  Petersburg,  ii.  23Q. 

Robrrtfon,  principal,  Catharine  wiflies  to  engagq  him  to  undertake 
her  hiitory,  i.  2yS. 

Rock,  an  enormous,  fcramported  to Peterfbur^  iii-  it- 

Roger/on,  Dr.  the  emprefs  "S  chief  phyfician,  afiifts  her  majefty  in  her 
lair,  illnefs,   iii. 3  78. 

Rormrfzof,  count,  l'ticreeded  in  the.  Ukraine  by  general  1'anin,  ii.  33. 
cr  .'..  s  the  Danube,  and -forced  to  repafs  it,  130.  fharp  letter  from 
Catharine  to,  132.  encamps  at  the  gates  of  Siliftria,  153.  a  dif- 
patch  of  his  left  uiianfwered  by  Panin  for  tour  months,  283.  the 
emprefs  goes  to  meet  him  at  Kolomiiki,  285.  raiics  an  army  on 
the  banks  of  the  Borylthenes,  307.  attends  the  grand-duke  to 
Berlin,  316.  views  the  garrifon  of  Potfdam,  321.  -has  an  inter- 
view widf  the  famous  Hatfan-Gazy,  36J  has  his  head-quarters 
at  Kief,  iii.  43.  meets  the  emprefs,  151.  declines  afting  under 
the  command  of  prince  Potcmkin,  177.  acts  with  prince  Potem- 
kin,   246. 

Ropfcba,  horrid  tranfa&ions  there,  i.  273. 

Rofetti,  Carlo,-  an  artful  Italian,  ii.  45. 

Rozenfte.m,  lieutenant-colonel,  iii.  231. 

Ro%efJky  affifts  Catharine  in  drawing  up  her  inftru&ions  for  framing 
a  code  of  laws,  i.  435. 

Ruble,  its  value,  i.  48. 

Rubles  ftruck  bv  Pusatfhef,  ii.  20 


'/• 


R.uby,  the  largeft  known  to  be  in  the  world,  was  brought  from  China 
to  prince  Gargarin,   iii.  69. 

Rudbek,  baron,  governor  of  Stockholm,  ii.  343. 

Rules,  cautionary,  concerning  travellers  quitting  thetown,  ii.  24c. 

Ri':nci:r,  not  always  unfounded,  efpecially  in  defpotic  governments, 
iii.  227 

Ruifia,  growing  in  fubftantial  power,  i.  300.  her  friendibip  much 
ibYight,  and  generally  paid  for,  3  10.  an  afylum  to  the  learned  and 
ie  !  miousj  4-18.  number  of  people  it  got  by  the  partition  of  Po- 
land ii.  115-  great  pew.-  tnd  magnificence  of  its  emprefs, 
128.  Enjoys  her  power,  influence,  and  glory,  with  a  noble  and 
fpjeadrd magnificence,  227.  lhould,  as  little  as  poffible,  take  any 
concern  in  the  foreign  tvaniaetions  and  commerce  of  the  monarchs 
of -Europe,  229.  the  monarchs  ot,  have  always  had  favourites  of- 
ficially for  -a  feries  of  feventy  years,  271.    excites  the  admiration 

n  n  4  of 
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of  the  world,  303.  exorbitant  demands  of,  Hi.  3  r.  the  infupport- , 
able  haughtinefs  and  arrogance  of,  207  an  overgrown  empire, 
whofe  coloffal  power  renders  the  independence  and  liberties  of  all 
the  nations  of  the  north  extremely  precarious,  210.  fuddenly  in- 
volved in  a  new  and  unexpected  war,  190.  the  ftar  of,  ftill  pre- 
dominant, while  that  of  Sweden  feemed  on  the  point  of  fetting  to 
rife  no  mor«,  226.  confequences  of  her  ambitious  defign  of  over- 
throwing and  partitioning  the  ottoman  empire,  237.  Courland 
formally  furrendered  to,   373. 

Ruffian  ambaffador  fhut  up  in  the  c?»ftle  of  feven  towers,  ii,  4.  armies 
extend  from  the  Danube  to  the  Kuban,  7.  hiftory,  iketch  of,  com- 
piled by  the  emprefs,  iii.  8. 

Rujians  much  addifted  to  trade,  i.  30.  Catharine  wifhes  to  infpira 
them  with  fome  dread  of  infamy,  303.  furprifingly  cunning  and  of 
quick  parts,  ii.  256.  fituate  as  they  are  in'Europe  and  Alia,  may 
eafily  trade  with  all  the  world,  36^.  harmony  fubfifts  between 
them  and  the  Turks,  409  young,  fent  to  Pekin  to  ftudy  thechi- 
nefe  language,  iii.  70.  take  fhips  from  the  Swedes,  259. 


S. 

Scihbn-Gueray  fends  a  deputation  to  Peterfburg,  ii.  306.  worried  in 
the  Krimea,  ii.  436.  views  of  the  emprefs  in  making  him  khan 
of  the  Krim,  iii.  26.  his  fpeech  to  the  tartar  chiefs,  28.  impru- 
dently demands  the  ceffi on  of  Otchakof,  29. 

Saihr,  a  turkifh,  runs  acrofs  the  flames  of  a  fhip  on  fire  to  fave  the 
flag,  iii.  244. 

Samt-CL'i:,  major,  the  affaflination  of,  iii.  252. 

Saints,  prayers  to  the  pictures  of.  univerfal  in  Ruffia,  ^72. 

Saldetn,  count,  fome  account  of,  ii.  330.  determines  the  king  of 
Denmark  to  travel  into  England  and  France,  331. 

Sahleni,  a  fwedifh  officer,  degraded,  iii.  259. 

Sm<b-bey  murders  Thamas  Kouli-khan,  iii.  5$. 

Samoderjetz,  its  etymology,  iii.  398. 

Samrgitia  belongs  to  Ruffia  by  the  partition  of  Poland,  iii.  364. 

Samvye'le,  the  little,  a  tale  written  by  Catharine,  iii.  9. 

Sr.moyedts,  frank  declaration  of  the,  i.  437. 

Sarmates  conquer  the  Krim,  iii.  25. 

Sa-^oiax,  ruffian    Guitavus  III.  opens  an  entrance  into  the,  «i-  2<7, 

Saxe-C-bwg,  prince  of,  relieved  by  the.  intrepid  Suvarof,  iii.  277. 

Scaninti:,  their, murmurs  flopped,  ii    343. 

Schamachy,  Peter  I   eitablifhes  a  compting-houfe  at,  iii.  53. 

Scheffer  and  Salza,  counts,  aft  in  concert  with  Vergennes  at  Stock* 
holm,  ii.  341.  345 

Scheldt,  magnificently  reprefented  as  the  flneft  river  in  Europe, 
iii.  75. 

Scherbatnf,  pnncefs,  beloved  by  Morrtonof,  iii.  309.  fhamefully  chaf- 
tifed,  311. 

Scheremetof,.  count,  his  fortune,  i.  438. 

Sche*- 
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Sche&ronchevitch,  appointed  catholic  archbifhop  of  Mohilef,  iii. 
4.  11-. 

Schifcblofiky,  Stepan  Ivanovitch,  head  of  the  fecret  cornmimon, 
iii    266. 

Scblefvig,  duchy,  contefts  concerning,  i.  176.  pretenfions  to,  com- 
promifed,   187.  ii.  329.  337. 

Schh.{Telburg,  cattle,  its  fituation,  i.  199.  church  of  defcribed,  385. 

S<hvtrln,  count,  i.    188.  Peter's  reply  to  his  remonftrances,  228. 

Schuvalof,  count  Peter,  i.  57.  his  affectionate  addrei's  to  the  grand- 
duke,  138.  reconciled  to  him,  140.  raifed  to  the  rank  ol  field- 
marlhal,  158.     the  family  of,  receive  prefents  from  Denmark,  ii. 

Sc'invahf,  count  Ivan,  miftaken  in  his  views,  i.  295. 

Schuvafrf,  Ivan,  i.  57    129.  alarmed  at  finding  himfe.lf  at  the  head 

of  a  party,  13  q.  harangued  by  Panin,  136. 
Selavonia?!,  the  church  language,  iii.  425. 
Scythians  inhabit  the  Krim,  iii.  25. 
Sea-fight  maintained  with  uncommon  fury  and  obftinacy  in  a  thick 

fog,  iii.  22c.  off  Gothland,  253. 
Secret  fervice  money  laid  out  by  France  in  Sweden,  ii.  353. 
Security,  pertbnal,  ii.  235. 
Se'gur,  count,  ambaifador  at  Peterfburg,  fhort  account  of,  iii.  103. 

repairs  the  milchiefs  occasioned  by  his  aukward  predeceffors,  104. 

his  character  of  prince  Potemkin,  3:6. 
Seleni/cbik,  or  green-feller,  anecdote  of,  i.  37. 
Selim  III.  afcends  the  throne  of  Conilantinople,  his  character,  iii. 

269, 270. 
Semigallia  defcribed,  iii.  363. 
Senate-houfe. ,  the  emprefs  in  the  balcony  of,  to  view  the  public  dif- 

clofure  of  the  ftatue  of  Peter  the  Great,  as  reprefented  in  thecen~ 

tral  compartment  of  the  third  plate  in  this  work,  iii.  16. 
Senate  reformed,  i.  351. 
Separates,  religious,  ii.  191. 
Sergius,  major,  fent  to  Conftantinople,  iii.  157. 
Seftrabeh,  i.   2^2. 
Settlements  in  Ruflia,  i.  324,  32$. 
Sevaftopol,  fouth-weft  of  the  antient  Cherfon,  iii.  ao.  fleet  retires 

under  the  cannon  of,  244. 
Shah,  fchah,  or  fchach,  fignifies  fovereign,  iii.  $3. 
Sbahfsko'i,  prince,  the  only  perfon  removed  from  his  employment  on 

the  acceifion  of  Peter  III.  i.  158. 
Sheik  Manfhour  appears  again,  pretending  that  he  had  feen  an  angel 

in  the  mi dft  of  a  wood,  iii.  180. 
Ship  of  fixty  guns  taken  from  the  Swedes  and  burnt  by  the  Ruffians, 

iii.  221. 
Ships,  turkifh,  burnt,  ii.  41. 
Sbiftove,  a  congrefs  at,  iii.  319. 
Shopa,  the  booth  of  election,  i.  369. 
Siberia,  rich  in  minerals,  i.  21.  noblemen  recalled  from  their  ba- 

nifhmentin,  ii.  287.  commerce  of,  regains  its  former  activity,  297. 

the  wilds  of,  ranfacked  for  recruits,  iii.  250. 

Sicily, 
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Sicily,  the  fugar-cane  thrives  well  in,,  iii.  186. 

StegerotA,  general,  "ordered  to  embark  thefwedilh  troops  on -board  the 
galiies,  iii.  229. 

Sigifinund,  emperor,  ibid  the  marquifate  of  Brandenburg  to  the  pre- 
ient royal  family  of  Pruma,  ii.  10$. 

Simolin,  envoy  of  Rutiia  to  Miftau,  i.  328. 

Simcveijk,  Pugatthef  a  native  of,  ii.  187. 

Sledge-party  to  Tzariko-felo,  ii.   18.. 

Slovc  i  deh,  cruel  pradtice  of  exclaiming,  abolifhed,  i.  318. 

Smith,  Sir  Sidney,  iii.  259. 

Smiths,  german,  fucceed  very  well,  i.  38. 

Smolenjh,  Ivan  III.   conveyed  by  a  monk  to,  i.  374. 

Soldiers  at  Oranienbaum,  Peter's,  mottly  Germans,  i.  8<J.  their  con- 
cern for  the  emprefs,  242.  repent  of  having  acted  againft  Pcterlll. 
268. 

Solms,  count,  his  note  to  Panin,  i.  440. 

Solomon,  the  chrillian  prince'  of  Mingrelia,  iii.  3$  his  character,  45. 

Solotnik,  a  ruffian  weight,  i.  ,*8. 

Soltihf,  count,  his  character,  i.  88,89.  n's  affiduities  with  the 
grand-duchefs,  90.  in  great  favour  with  her,  92.  threatened  with 
banifhment,  94.  exculpated  by  the  grand-duke,  and  reftored  to 
tiie  court,  95,  96.  flattered  by  Beftuchef  as  an  initrument  to  the 
ruin  of  the  grand-duke,  9S.  fent  to  Stockholm,  and  thence  to 
Hamburgh,  1 06.  fucceeded  in  favour  by  count  Poniatofsky,  1  o  1 .  fuc- 
ceeds  Fermer  in  the  command  of  the  army,  122.  gains  the  battle 
of  Kunerfdorf,  123.  his  remarkable  reply  to  niarfhal  Daun,  ib 
recalled  from  Hamburgh,  193.  goes  with  reinforcements  into  1  - 
land,  ii.  3.  croifes  the  Danube,  153. 

SoJukof,  Nicola!,  minifter  at  war,  iii.  335. 

Saltyk,  biihop  of  Cracow,  a  haughty  and  fanatical  prelate,  i.  414. 

Sopbi,  the  name  of  a  family  descended  from  Tamerlane,  iii.  53. 

Soliiri,  a  Greek,  fent  to  foment  infurrections  in  Epire,  iii.  285. 

Sovereigns  of  Rufiia,  fucceMion  of,  i.  475. 

Sovereigns,  the  fcolding  of,  affords  no  more  pieafure  or  ediiication 
than  that  of  common  people,  iii.  225. 

Spain  and  the  porte,  a  treaty  between,  iii.  34. 

Speed,  or  fiience,  mercenary  bargains  made  for,  ii.  337.  truly  mar- 
tial, of  the  capudan-oaiha  to  the  fultan,  iii.  173.  to  the  principal 
officers  of  his  fleet,  174.  eloquent,  effects  of,  depend  in  all  things 
on  time,  place,  and  circumftances,  238. 

Sp'tttler,  quotation  from,  concerning  the  emprefs,  i    397. 

Spir'nlof,  admiral,  commands  a  fleet  in  the  Archipelago,  ii.  30. 

Spretgporten,  general,  ftrives  to  raife  an  inlurrefction  in  Finland,  iii. 
197.  his  gallant  reply  to  Mikhelfou,  223.  dangerouily  wounded, 
224. 

St.  trieji,  M.  de,  prevents  the  Turks  ..rem  engaging  in  a  war,  ii. 
360.  receives  magnificent  preferits  from  the  emprefs,  364.  prime 
minifter  to  Louis  XVIII.  at  Mittau,  ii..-/1". 

Stackeiberg  ■&''$<  vxi-xw,  ii.  iiS.  artfully  invites  the  magistrates  of 
Dantzick  to  implore  the  protection  of  Catharine;  iii.  73.  preifes 
'Sweden  to  break  the  neutrality  with  France,  356. 

StanchiOy 
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Statichio,  four  facks  full  of  ruffian  heads  fent  from,  ii.  13$. 

.Siaiot'trtzi,  a  religious  left,  ii.  191. 

Stafckief,  t!ie  ruffian  minifter,  attacked  on  the  road  by  rurkjfli  fai- 
lors,  ii.  362.  obtains  a  large  eftate,  364.  retident  at  Cunftantiuople, 
receives  a  valuable  prefent,  418. 

States,  reflections  on  the  mutual  interefts  of,  ii.  126 — 12S. 

Statuaries,  at  St.  Peteriburg,  iii.  440. 

Sia'ue  of  Peter  the  Great  truly  a  matter-piece  of  art,  iii.  14.  dcfcrlp- 
tion  of  the,  14,  15.  exp'ences  attending  it,  16. 

Stettin,  the  birth-place  of  Catharine,  i.  66. 

Stockholm,  alarm  raifed  at,  ii    3  55. 

Stojeln,  lieutenant-general,  his  curious  order,  ii.  6j. 

Utone,  immenfe,  drawn  by  windlaftes  towards  Peteriburg,  iii.  13. 

Strabo,  what  he  fays  of  Spain  applicable  to  the  Krim,  iii.  21. 

Streets  at  Peteriburg  broad  and  fpacious,  ii.   -63. 

Strekalof,  private  fecr-etary,  reprimanded,  iii.  509, 

Stroganof,  baron,  i.  182. 

Struenfee,  extract  from  his  account  of  the  commerce  of  the  frates  of 
Europe,  ii.  229. 

Struenjte,  count,  from  phyfician  become  admirer  of  queen  Caroline 
Matilda  and  prime  minifter,  is  brought  to  the  Scaffold,  ii.  354. 

Subjects,  regulations  for  the  fecurity,  advantage,  and  happinefs  of 
the,  ii.  225.  new,  a  million  and  an  halt  of,  acquired  by  the  em- 
prefs.  without  going  to  war,  iii.  44.  that  word  to  be  iubfututed 
for  ilaves  in  all  addrelfes  to  the  emprefs,  138. 

Sudak,  excellent  wine  made  in  the  borders  of,  iii.  24. 

Sudebnik,  an  antient  code  of  laws,  i.  432. 

Suder mania,  duke  of,  on  a  vifit  in  France,  ii.  1  r.  ferves  the  royal 
caufe,  352.  commands  the  fwedifh  fleet,  258.  attempts  to  deprive 
him  of  the  regency,  iii.   356. 

Sveaborg,  a  detachment  from,  goes  to  the  lung,  ii.  332.  the  Swedes 
fhut  up  in  the  harbour  of,  iii.  221. 

Sugar-works,  i.  3g. 

Sunday  the  court-day  at  Peteriburg,  ii.   181. 

Superfiitiousf  propensity  of  the  multitude,  Catharine  always  attentive 
to  flatter  the,  ii.  314. 

Swvarof,  general,  with  Kamenfko'i,  gains  an  advantage  over  the 
reis  eflendi,  ii.  153.  puts  Pugatfhef  under  a  guard,  217.  fubdues 
the  kubanian  and  budziak  Tartars,  iii.  30.  his  rhodeft  reply  to 
the  emprefs,  154.  a£ts  under  the  command  of  Potemkin  in  the 
Kuban,  176.  fevereiy  wounded  at  Otchakof,  186.  his  ftratagem 
at  Kinburne,  243.  affifts  Potemkin  and  Kormmtzof  in  frequently 
beating  the  Turks,  246.  magnificent  prefents  made  to,  on  tlie 
taking- of  Otchakof,  276.  beats  the  Turks  at  Fokfhani,  and  after- 
wards relieves  the  Auftrians,  277.  his  poetical  epiftle,  27S.  his 
bloody  conquer!  of  1 1  mail,  282. 

Sweden,  the  only  court  that  went  in  mourning  for  Peter  III.  i.  280. 
king  of,  cannot  go  to  war  without  the  content  of  the  fenate,  iii. 
199.  idea  of  reviving  the  title  of  the  grand-duke  to  the  crown  of, 
entertained,  227.  ah'.iirs  of,  apparently  hopekfs,  24a.  preffed  bv 
SiackeiLerg  not  to  keep  the  neutrality  with  France,  356.  kept  in 

x  fort 
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a  fort  of  vaffalage  by  count  Ofterman,  ii.  540.  revolution  in,  349. 
king  of,  fuddenly  departs  from  Petertburg,  iii.  195-.  prince  royal 
of,  ii.  1  ■ .  king  of,  breaks  his  arm  by  a  fall,  iii.  4 . .  Ruffia  con- 
flantly  found  means  to  keep  a  flrong  and  numerous  party  in,  192. 
and  Ruffia,  mifunderitanding  between,  360. 
Swedes,  a  fault  committed  by  them  on  the  day  of  Pultava  pointed 
out  by  Catharine,  iii.  159.  ihut  up  in  the  harbour  of  Sveaberg, 
a2i.  defection  of,  more  than  a  victory  to  Catharine,  iii.  238. 

T. 

Table  of  confidence  at  the  palace,  ii,  22. 

Taganrok,  Potemkin  hurries  thither,  iii.  28. 

laliefw,  admiral,  goes  to  take  Cronftadt  for  Peter,  i.  233. 

laman,  iile  of,  depopulated  by  war,  iii.  24.  taken  poliellion  of  by 
a  turkiih  paflia,  29. 

Tamara  makes  himfelf  mailer  of  Georgia,  iii.  244.  fent  to  command 
the  grecian  army,  292. 

Tapejiry  manufactory,  i.  32. 

Tajrakanof,  counts,  i.  36. 

Tarrakanof,  princefs,  the  unfortunate  daughter  of  Elizabeth,  H.  53. 
left  at  Rome  by  prince  Radzivil,  36.  her  inexperience  and  can- 
dour, 57.  her  fate,  compared  with  that  of  the  daughter  of  Sejanus, 
59.  is  paid  peculiar  honours  on-board  the  fleet,  62.  ihut  up  in  the 
fortrefs  of  Petertburg,  where  it  is  fuppofed  lhe  died,  ib. 

Tartar-khan  and  his  family  brought  prifoners  to  Peterlburg,  iii.  126. 

Tartars,  of  the  Krimea,  ii.  7.  excited  to  increafe  the  internal  diftur- 
bances,  ijji.  no  longer  fo  formidable  as  formerly,  ib.  unable  to 
withftand  the  Ruffians,  436.  if  they  would  but  till  the  ground, 
the  labour  of  one  would  fupply  the  wants  of  a  hundred,  iii.  23. 
the  emprefs  efcorted  by  a  thpuiand,  138.  caucafean,  in  all  ages 
among  the  fierceft,  bravell,  and  moll  independent  of  mankind,  68. 

Tatifcbt'va,  the  rebels  retreat  to,  ii.  20S.  1 

Tauriar  palace,  that  fuperb  edifice  defcribed,  iii.  46,  47,  48,  49. 
has  lately  been  converted  into  barracks  by  Paul  I.  301. 

Taurida,  defcription  of,  i.  9.  a  magnificent  progrefs  to,  iii.  T39. 

1 ' avrhfJicJkoi  palace,  prince  Potemkin  gives  a  fellival  of  extraordinary 
magnificence  at  the»  iii.  299. 

Tax,  capitation,  augmented,  ii.  143. 

T.  x'e's  a  number  of,  aboliihed,  ii.  223,  288, 

Taylors,  wealthy,  i.37,  ^8. 

Tchien-Long,  emperor,  Catharine  could  not  forgive,  for  wifhing  that 
heaven  would  grant  her  more  wifdom,  iii.  70. 

Tehly,  general,  defeats  the  Tartars  of  the  Kuban,  iii.  244. 

Teplot,  account  of  him,  i.  228.  at  Ropfcha,  273. 

Ttjcben,  treaty  of,  ii.  387.  few  treaties  more  equitable,  388.  the 
congrefs  or,  iii.  164. 

Teftament  of  Catharine  I.  fabricated,  i.  78. 

Text  of  the  preacher  at  the  opening  of  the  election-diet  at  "Warfaw, 
i.366. 

Theological 
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Tbrohgica!  controverfies  among  a  half-favage  people,  ii.  19a. 

7bioloiy,  Hi.  4*64. 

Thefiger,  Frederic,  a  gallant  englifh  captain,  iii.  254. 

Thome  harlhly  treated  by  Frederic  II.  ii    121. 

Throne  of  Catharine  feems  to  be  tottering  under  her,  i.  371. 

Tibet,  original  country  of  the  Kalmuks,  ii.  164 

Tichfina,  the  body  of  Ivan  removed  in  fecrecy  to  the  monastery  of, 

i.  389. 
Tifdale,  captain,  driven  into  the  canal  of  Conftantinople,  211.319. 
litle  of  the  emprefs,  iii.  39; — 399. 
Titles,  honourable,  decreed  by  acclamation  to  the  emprefs,  i.  438. 

title  of  Imperial  not  acknowledged,  450.    of  prince   Potcmkin, 

iii.  324. 
'tobacco-trade  declared  free,  i.  350. 
Teboljk,  a  bank  eftablifhed  at,   ii.  297. 

Toleration,  by,  proteftantifm  flourishes,  i.  409.  unlimited,  in  reli- 
gious matters,  ii.  276,  300.  the  fpirit  of,  animated  the  whole  of 

Catharine's  administration,  iii.  113.  a  characteriliic  of  Peterfburg, 

114. 
Tot,  baron,  procured  to  erect  batteries,  ii.  49.  regulates  the  turkifh 

arfenals,  84. 
Tattieben,    and  Lafcy  take   Berlin,  i.   123.   an  obfervation  of  his, 

ii.  220. 
Tournaments  at  Peterfburg,  i.  428. 
Toutouimin,  general,  iii.  374. 
Towns  of  the  ruffian  empire,  fhewing  their   fcveral  diftances  from 

Mofco,  Peterfburg,  &x.  i.  508,  309,    510,  311,  512 — 520. 
Trade,  perfian,  revived  by  the  Engliih,  iii.  54. 
Trades  moftly  followed  by  Ruffians,  i.  ^S?  3°- 
Traitor,  the  lot  of  a,  no  object  of  concern,  iii.  224. 
Traneborg,  commandant  of  Quiftrum,  iii.  239. 
Tranfafikn,  no  great,  in  which  Catharine  would  not  interfere,  ii. 

227. 
Tranfport,  inland,  of  goods,    i.  "23. 
Tfm%tittity^ maintained,  without  civil  liberty,  is  the' tranquillity  of 

the  grave,  producing  fuuinefs  and  corruption,  ii.  233. 
Tiaubenbog,  general,  lent  to  quell  the  Kozaks  of  die  Yai'k,  ii.  193. 
Treaty  of  peace  between  Sweden  and  Ruffia,  iii.  479. 
Treaty  concluded  at  YaiTy,  iii.  493.  between  Peterfburg  and  Berlin, 

ii.  4^9. 
Trevencn,  captain  James,  ii,  136.  an  enterprifing  and  able  officer, 

account  of,  iii.  260. 
Trinkets  made  of  rocky  particles,  iii.  12. 
Trubetjkdi,  prince,  confulted  by  Peter  III.   on  the  meafures  to   be 

taken  on  his  acceffion,  i.  143. 
Tfcbekin,  lieutenant,   one  of  the  guards  placed  over  prince  Ivaa, 

i.  379- 

Tfcherbmtn,  madarne,  daughter  of  princefs  Da ihkof,  i-  297. 

Tfcbefme,  palace  of,  defcribed,  ii.  13.  the  battle  of,  pillar  to  com- 
memorate, ii.  18.  battle  of,  42.  victory  there  magnificently  cele- 
brated, 47,   <j68, 

r/chevaridef, 
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TfchciwiJrf.  Simeon,  lieutenant  of  artillery,  i.  380. 

Syhghi  ',  -hneonovna,  a  dangerous  confidant  of  Elizabeth,  i.  Si. 
intoxicates  thfe  grand-dttke,  8^.  bammed  to  Siberia,  4:3 

Tula,  the  hardware  manufactory  at,  vifited  by  the  emprefs,  ii.  284. 

Turkey,  frontiers  of,  ravaged,  ii.  129. 

cl !-  /•..,  particularly  value  themielves  on  protecting  the  unfortunate, 
i.  .568.  behind  other  nations  in  tactics,  ii.  427.  their  marine  and 
commerce  ruined,  54.  defeated  near  llhakia,  6.5.  victorious  at 
Baknareft,  64.  a  fpirit  of  revolt  ufual  with  them  in  coniequence 
of  a  defeat,  153.  war  with  them  prevented,  ,360.  make  prepara- 
tion for  war,  iii  170  a  thundering  manifefto  of  Catharine's  againft 
them,  177.  routed  with  immenfe  flaughter  at  Otchakof,  185. 
promife  coniiJerable  fubiidies  to  Sweden,  198.  fall  into  Suvarof  's 
'in :ire,  243. 

TuH-kr.x,  Su.varofs  poetical  epiftle  on  the  capture  of,  iii.  278. 

Tver,  relief  given  to  the  inhabitants  tof,  ii.  377. 

Tzaf ,  the  meaning  of,  iii.  39^,  397. 

¥%a?ivitcb,  fignification  of    ii.  178: 

T%i  i^in,  hard  prefied  by  the  rebel  forces,  ii.  213.  Pugatfhef  in- 
doled  in  a  defart  behind,  216. 

Tzars,   power  of,   i.  3C2. 

%&.arJio-jclo,  the  emprefs  privately  inoculated  at,  i.  469.  entertain- 
ments given  at,  ii.  354.  prince  Henry  entertained  there,  18.  pa- 
lace of,  defcribedj  14. 


V. 

Vafakhia,  Beffarabia,  and  Moldavia,  deputies  fent  from,  ii.  37.  for 

chniate  funerior  to  mod  countries  in  Europe,  ib.  products  of,  38. 
Romamzof  winters  there,  64  given  up  by  the  porte,  66.  Orlof 
accufedof  afpiring  to  be  ibvereign  of,  87.  the  governors  of,  303. 
to  be  formed  into  a  foverei^nty  for  prince  Potemkin,  iii.  274.  hof- 
podalfof,  attached  to  Ruflia,  :8.  condemned  to  the  bowftring,  19. 
and  Moldavia  intended  to  form  a  monarchy  for  Potemkin,  245. 

Fakhc-i-SttJtz,  baron,  heads  the  expedition  for  exploring  the  dif- 
tan t  provinces,  iii.  131. 

Valudi,  Ivan  put  in  a  monaflery  at,  i.  19^. 

Valois,  a  french  architect,  difcovers  the  plot  to  Peter  III.  [\  228. 
Henry  de,  by  promiies  and  gold  obtains  the  throne  of  the  Yagel- 
lons,  357.  fwears  to  prote6t  the  dilfidents,  410. 

Vanity,  decorations  of,  their  influence  well  underftood  by  the  em- 
prefs, iii.  19. 

Vard$t,\  killed  by  a  party  of  Bafchkirs,  iii.  255. 

Va>ehx,  peace  of,  iii.  41.  a  treaty  figned  at,  265.  peace  of,  cele- 
brated, 268,  269.  fecret  articles  in,  378. 

Varvr  jk-i-bvidgc,  picture  of  God's  mother  there,  ii.  73. 

Vafa,  count  von,  the  duke  of  Suderm-mia  goes  to  Peterfburg  under 
:  title  of,  iii.  36  r. 

Va[a,  Guftavus,  the  king  of  Sweden  reminds  the  Dalecarlians  of 
what  they  had  atchieved  for,  iii.  240. 

Vajm.qftr,f, 
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J'afiUi-ofirof,  hernp-warehoufos  on  the,  burnt,  Ii.  419.    ' 
Vajjiitfckikof,  hi-s  charaen  r,  iL.87.    ordered   to  repair  to  Mofeo,  ii. 
171.  receives  his  difmiffal,   269.   prefents   received  by   him,  iii. 

... 
J'az.emjioy,  prince,  deprives  the  Kozaks  of  their  paliurages,  ii.  194. 

•  uzaC)  brigadier,  ilnhi  by  the  Ka'lmuks,  ii.  20.3. 

Velikpi,  Simeon,  ion  of  the  Veliko'i  knr/,,  ii.  136. 

lians,  throw  obftacles  in  the  way  of  the  Greeks,  iii.  286. 

Venice,  Andrew  Razumofiky  lent  to,  ii.  313. 

Venus,  tranfit  of,   i.  448. 

Vcrac,  count  tie,   could  never  gain  the  confidence  of  Catharine,  iii. 

jo.;. 

i'ageiuies,  count  do,  Choifeul  s  letter  to,  L  422.  finds  it  neceflary  to 
form  political  borinexions  with  Catharine,  iii.  103.  ambaliador  of 
France,  contributes  to  the  revolution  in  Sweden,  ii.  34 1.  what  he 
ihid  of  general  Pefrhlin,  343.  frames  the  armed  neutrality,  391. 
his  teftimony,  in.  .-72. 

Verfailles,  court  of,  Catharine  manifefts   her  contempt  for,  i.  2S8.- 
might  have  prevented  the  partition  of  Poland,  ii.  10.  that  of,JN> 
teriburg  inftigated- to  co-operate  with,  in.  10;. 

Vt'.fus  written  under  the  picture  of  the  empreis,  iii.  326. 

Verft,  or  rttiiian  mile,  i.  47. 

Vefunjius  reprefented  by  lire-works,  ii.  19. 

Vue royalty,  government  of  a,  ii.  292. 

Victory  gained  by  St.  Nicholas  over  Mohammed,  hi.  249. 

Vienna,  and  Versailles;,  courts  of,  guarantee  royal  Pniiila  to  Eliza- 
beth, i.  1S6.  court  of,  diffijades  from  generalizing  the  cphfedera- 
tion  of  Ear,  ii.  10.  concludes  a  treaty  with  the  porte,  65.  ftrives 
to  obtain  the  releafe  of  Euigakof,  iii.  170.  the  habitual  ftiirheis 
and  pride  of,  ill.  count  Andrew  Razumofskv  ambaiVador  at, 
ii.  311.  and  Peterlburg,  fpirited  memorials  from  the  courts  of, 
iii.   17. 

Vigilance  and  caution,  extraordinary,  at  Peteriburg,  on  public  oc- 
cafions,  ii.  264. 

Vilheorjky ,  count,  propofed  to  be  minifter  of  the  confederation  of 
Ear,  ii.    10.  ... 

Villebois,  general,  i.  .206,  delivers  the  arfenals  to  the  friends  of  Ca- 
tharine, i.  237. 

Vilna,  fuffragan  biihop  of,  tranilated  to  the  new  biihopric  of  Mohi- 
lef,  ii.  276. 

Vinterfeldt ,  general,  much  efteemed  by  the  king  of  Pruffia,  ii.  320. 

Vijfenjly,  admitted  into  favour,  i.  401..  dilinilied,  and  marries  a  re- 
lation of  Potemkin,  402.  prefents  received  by,  iii.  383. 

Vijlr.ey-Vohtjhok,  ilujces  there,  i.  22.  the  emprefs  takes  a  journey  to, 
iii.  104. 

Viftula,  commerce  cf,  acquired  by  Pruffia,  ii,  11^. 

Vizir,  grand,  performs  the  part  of  a  great  captain,  ii.  131.  en- 
camped at  Shumala,  ii.  1 54.  ready  to  unfurl  the  ibndsrd  of  Mo- 
hammed, iii.  171.  entrnlled  with  extraordinary  powers,  ib. 

VlaJimh-,  St.  order  of,  ii.  374.  iii.  19.396.  ichools  formed  by,  403. 
instituted  by  Catharine,  19. 

VUjjuf, 
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V7<ztJief,  captain,  one  of  the  guards  placed  over  prince  Ivan,  i.  379. 

Vdinovucb,  rear-admiral,  aga  Mahmed  dines  on  board  his  frigate, 
iii.  61.  declines  an  engagement  with  the  turkith  fleet,   244. 

Vela,  the  plain  of,  diet  of  election  held  in,  i.  366. 

Volga,  its  fertile  Shores,  i.  21.  fifheries  and  trading-houfes  on  the 
borders  of  the,  plundered  by  the  Kalmuks  on  their  flight,  ii.  165. 
Pugatihef  croffe:;  that  river  after  his  defeat,  ii.  210.  twelve  new 
colonies  eftablifhed  on  the  borders  of  the,  300. 

Volgajl,  dukes  of ,  ii.  105. 

Vu.kof  counfellor,  i.  190.  vifits  prince  Ivan,  198.  225.  imprifoned, 
267.  pei ;fioned  by  Denmark,  ii.  329.  fee  at  liberty,  i.  330. 

Volk  njky,  prince,  engaged  in  the  plot,  i.  213.  his  palace  at  Mofco, 
burnt,  ii.  72. 

Volhnjky,  Mikhaila  Nikitich,  fucceeds  prince  Repnin  at  \Varfaw, 
ii.  9. 

Voltaire  cautioned  by  the  emprefs  concerning  madame  Dafhkof,  i. 
2.7.  emprefs  writes  to,  i.  403.  469.  a  correlpondent  of  Catha- 
rine's, ii.  141    extract,  from  one  of  her  letters  to,  ii.  143. 

Vorwetcb,  an  impoftor  at,  ii.  184. 

Vorcvtzof,  count,  Mikhaila  fucceeds  Beftuchef,  i.  1x3.  defends  the 
rights  of  Peter,  130.  his  character,  ib.  what  palled  at  fupper 
with  him,  184.  boldly  addreifes  the  emprefs,  248.  long  engaged 
in  an  epiltolary  correfpomlence  with  Tercier,  iii.  73.  no  chancellor 
fince,  162.  his  return  gives  uncafinefs  to  Panin,  i.  402.  dies,  ii. 

4Q.3- 
Vorontzof,  count  Alexander,  fufpe£ted  of  patronizing  the  libel  of 

Radifchef,  iii.  268. 
Vorontzof,  countefs  Elizabeth  Romanovna,  becomes  tire  miflrefs  of 

the  grand-duke  Peter,   i.   121.   gains  additional  influence,  191. 

married  to  admiral  Palianiky,  iii.  1x3. 
Vorontzof  i,  brothers  of  princefs  Dafhkof,  iii.  87. 
Votwks  flock  to  the  banners  of  Pugatihef,  ii.  215. 


.    U. 

TJkache,  prince  of  the  Kalmuks,  ii.  162. 

Ufa,  an  impoftor  appears  there,   and  dies  under  the  knoot,  ii.  i8o\ 

Ukafe  of  Peter  III.  giving  permiflion  to  tire  nobility  to  travel,  i.  483. 
regarding  the  French  in  Ruffia,  iii.  494. 

Uka/es  and  manifeftos,  Catharine's  extracts  from,  i.  313,  314. 

Ukraine,  etymology  of,  i.  3^2.  kozaks  of  the,  penetrate  into  Mol- 
davia, ii.  8.  advantages  of,  to  Catharine,  ijb.  furniihes  hemp, 
422. 

Ulemas,  or  turkifh  lawyers,  ii.  360. 

Ulojbenie,  code  of  laws,  i.  432. 

Unalajhka,  a  native  of,  brought  to  Petersburg,  iii.  135. 

Uneajinejfts  at  Peierlburg,  ii.  183. 

Ukg&n-Sterrbsrgj  baron,  with  prince  Ivan,  i.  198. 

Union  of  the  Caipian  with  the  Frozen  ocean,  ii.  305. 

Ural  mountains,   Pugatihef  efcapes  to  the,  ii.  209. 

Ural, 
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Ural  river,  when  freed  from  ice,  i.  14.  formerly  the  Yai'k,  ii.  189. 

Uml/k  the  city  formerly  Yai'tik,  ii.  221. 

Ufchakof,  lieutenant,  takes  an  oath  to  affile  Mirovitch,  i.  380. 

W. 

Wacbtmeijler,  a  brave  fwedifh  admiral,  taken  by  the  Ruffians,  iii. 
267. 

IVar.,  defultory,  confifting  of  furprifes  by  night  and  ambufcades  by 
day,  ii.  130.  a  civil,  breaks  out  in  the  Krimea,  436.  with 
Sweden,  operations  of,  returned  with  vigour,  iii.  253.  a  long 
paper,  carried  on  between  Frederic  II  and  Joieph  II.  ii.  384. 
•'  maritime,  quickens  the  fprings  of  commerce  in  the  north,  ii  389. 
inevitable  with  the  Turks,  411.  againft  Ruffia  only  prevented  by 
a  powerful  oppofition  to  miniftry  in  England,  iii.  275. 

IVarfaw  hears  with  amazement  that  Poniatofsky  was  deftined  by 
Catharine  to  the  throne,  i.  362.  diet  of,  elects  Poniatofsky  by  an 
unanimous  fuffrage,  364.  the  ruilian  ambaffador  rules  at,  366. 
proteits  entered,  367.  prince  Repnin  commands  defpotically  in, 
420.  prince  Repnin  recalled  from,  ii.  9.  Catharine  lends  declara- 
tions thither,  80.  entered  by  the  confpirators  againft  the  king,  81. 
manifefto  delivered  at,  declaratory  of  the  intended  partition,  98. 
to  be  delivered  up  to  pillage  if  the  diet  refufed  to  comply,  113* 
king  of  Poland  vifits  Staekelberg  there,  tiS.  diiiidents  allowed 
churches  and  fchools  at,  299.  king  of  Poland's  difcourfe  in  the 
cathedral  of,  441. 

JVaJJenoa,  and  Leyden  deputed  from  the  republic  to  Vienna,  iii.  86. 

Wfiteh,  nightly,  at  Peter  (burg,  ii.  243. 

Weft-indies,  the  French  might  readily  abandon  them,  were  they 
once  poffeffed  of  iEgypt,  iii.  187. 

Weight  of  an  enormous  rock  tranfported  from  a  great  diftance  to 
Petersburg,  iii.  14. 

Weights,  ruffian,  i.  48. 

White-Ruffia,  regulation  in  the  taxes  of,  ii.  302. 

White-fea  and  the  Baltic  afford  the  Ruffians  a  correfpondence  with 
moft  of  the  nations  of  Europe,  ii.  366. 

Wfiitwerth,  fir  Charles,  ironical  addrets  of  the.  emprefs  to,  iii.  284. 

Wilhslnijna,  ©f  Heile-Darmftadt,  joined  in  wedlock  to  the  heir  of 
the  tzars,  ii.  137. 

William:.,  fir  Charles  Hanbury,  in  the  confidence  of  the  emprefs 
Elizabeth,  i.  ic3. 

Willoughbx.  fir  Hugh,  goes  out  on  a  voyage  of  difcovery,  iii.  10 r. 

Winter,  captain,  killed  in  an  action  at  lea,  iii.  256. 

Winter -garden,  in  the  palace  of  Peterlburg,  ii.  11. 

Wit,  John  de,  fays,  that  the  greatnefs  and  opulence  of  Antwerp 
were  not  compatible  with  the  views  of  fpanilh  deipotilm,  iii.  78. 

Witt,  colonel  de,  commander  of  Kaminiek,  iii.  10 1. 

Witt,  madame  de,  fome  account  of,  iii.  1 56.  2^2. 

Wirtewtvrg  Stutgard,  princefs  of,  betrothed  to  the  prince  of  ITevTe- 

Darmftadt,  ii.  315,  demanded  in  marriage  by  Paul  Petroviteh, 

vol.  in.  o  o  321. 
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321.  adopts  the  name  cf  Maria  Feodorovna,  and  is  married  to  the 

grand-duke.  322. 
Wolff,  chancellor  of  Courland,  fends  a  curious  challenge  to  baron 

Hoven,  iii.  373. 
Wolff,  baron,  his  houfe  converted  into  an  inoculation-hofpital,  i. 

471.  houfe  built  by,  prefcnted  to  prince  Potemkin,  iii.  294. 
Woo/frofe  and  Elton,  captains,  gained  over  by  Thauias  Kouii-khan, 

*u-  55- 

Woman,  politics  of  the,  not  entirely  abandoned  by  Catharine  for 

thofeof  the  monarch,  ii.307.  women  all  alike  to  Gregory  Orlof, 
j 73.  Ruflia  governed  by,  mice  the  year  1730.  ii.  274.  four  thou- 
fand  very  fine,  taken  prifoners  at  Otchakof,  iii.  249. 

Wbribou/e  at  Petersburg,  ii.  249. 

WorJ/up  of  the  pictures  of  faints,  i.  107. 

Writeis,  french,  much  admired  by  Catharine,  i.  2S1. 

Wrought  on,  Mr.  his  declaration  in  behalf  of  the  dididents,  ii.  444, 

Wurmfer,  general,  attacks  the  Prumans,  ii.  384. 

Y. 

Yabhnitch,  mari'hal  Romantzof  encamps  near,  ii.  130. 

Taffer-bey,  capudan-pafha,  ii.  40. 

J'agellon,  Ladiflaus,  duke  of  Lithuania*  i.  $$6.  407. 

Yagerhorti  deputed  from  Finland,  iii    197. 

2~aik,  Kozaks  of  the,  flop  and  purfue  the  Kalmuks  on  their  flight, 
ii.  T65  the  name  of  that  river  changed  to  Ural,  189.  violent 
feuds  among,  concerning  their  fifheries,  ii.  193. 

Yaitjk,  commandant  of,  hanged  by  Pugatfhef,  ii.  199.  fufferings 
and  intrepidity  of  the  ganifon,  200.  Pugatihef  lofes  his  time  in 
the  fiege  of,  205.  marries  a  public  woman  there,  206.  the  name 
qf  that  city  changed  into  Urahk,  221. 

Ynki-tjk,  Mr.  John  Ledvard  arretted  at,  iii     136. 

Yanina,  the  paiha  of,  defeated  by  the  Greeks,  iii.  285. 

Yn  k'-i'-tcb,   an  old  country  fchoolmafter,  iii.  124. 

Yard,  or  arihine,  ruffian  meafure,  i.  47. 

Yaroflaf,   Biren  baniihed  to,  i.  373. 

Yaojlaf  Vladimirovitch,  his  code  of  laws,  iii.  403. 

,  and  Ibrailof,  poiTeffed  by  the  Ruffians,  ii.  34.  434.  Mauro- 
Cbrdafc  efcapes  from,  iii.  167  prince  Potemkin  at,  296.  capital 
pf  Moldavia,  200.  definitive  treaty  concluded  at,  3  19.  prince  Po- 
temkin goes  to  the  congrefs  at,  321.  removes  from,  324. 

Yelagin  employs  Zavadofeky  as  prompter,  ii.  308. 

Yani,-;nd,  regiment  of,  lent  to  reinforce  the  garrifon  of  Gothemburg, 
iii.  240. 

Yenikaly  ceded  to  the  Ruffians,  ii.  94.  306.  iii.  23. 

Yerapkin,  general,  his  exertions  againfi  the  ipreading  of  the  plague, 
ii.  70.  gives  alliitance  to  the  prelate  Ambroiius,  74.  puts  an  end 
to  the  commotion,   and  is  recompenied  by  the  emprefs,  77. 

Yermolof,  lieutenant,  made  ;;Me-de-camp  to  prince  Potemkin,  iii.  92. 
accompanies  the  emprefs  to  Viihney-Volotihok,  104.  thruft  from 

the 
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the  pinnacle  of  favour,  127.  Potemkin  calls  him  a  white  negro, 

129.  prefents  obtained  by  him,  385. 
Yjhandt  Ides  charged  by  Peter  I.  with,  an  embafly  to  Pekin,  iii.  69. 
Yjed-Mebemet,  appointed  grand-vizir,  ii.  433. 
Yujfnf,  palha,  fucceeds  the  famous  Haiian-bey,  iii.  283. 
Yujopof,  princeis,  married  to  the  duke  of  Courland,  ii .  141* 

m 

Z. 

Zabache,  ftraights  of,  iii.  11. 

Zagrcijky,  madame,  a  witnels  of  the  loyalty  and  intrepidity  o£ 
Gudovitch,  i.  255. 

ZadunaiHy,  marlhal  Romantzof,  ii.  319.  his  reply  to  Frederic  II.  at 
Berlin,  320. 

Zaporcgian  kozaks,  tranfported  into  the  ifle  of  Taman,  iii.  24.  Po- 
temkin carries  ofFfixty  thoufand,  45. 

Zavadofsh,  a  young  Ukrainian,  fome  account  of,  308.  difcarded, 
327.  402.  prefents  received  by,  iii.  3S4.  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
commifhon  for  public  inrtruclion,  122.  125. 

Zell,  queen  Caroline  Matilda,  imprifoned,  detruded  from  the 
throne,  and  exiled  to,  where  me  dies  of  grief,  ii.  334. 

Zeibfl,  princefs  of,  comes  with  ner  daughter  to  Peterlburg,  i.  64. 
interferes  in  the  intrigues  of  the  court,  86.  ordered  to  quit  the 
empire,  88.  princeis  Sophia  of,  propofed  to  be  the  contort  of  the 
grand-duke,  65.67.  changes  her  name  for  that  of  Catharine,  69. 
and  is  married  to  the  grand-dake,  afterwards  Peter  III.  i.  72, 

Zinovief,  the  rival  of  la  Alcudia,  3^3. 

Zino-vief,  countefs,  married  to  prince  Gregory  Orlof,  iii.  1. 

Zin^xihwf,  count,  attends  the  congrefs  at  Tefchen,  ii.  3S6. 

Zipletoft,  colonel,  quells  an  insurrection  at  Tzaritzin,  1S6. 

Zoritch,  a  young  Servian,  fucceeds  Zavadofsky,  ii.  327.  ordered  to 
quit  the  court,  379.  goes  to  France,  380.  lives  at  prefent  at  Mohi- 
lef,  ib.  400.  prefents  bellowed  on,  iii.  384. 

Zubof,  Plato,  obtains  an  audience  for  the  Greek  deputies,  iii.  286. 
appointed  favourite,  312.  in  conjunction  with  Markof  forms  a 
junto,  3?,$.  loves  to  jell  with  Godo'i,  the  Spaniard,  353.  his 
fecretaries,  3  54.  a  great  fharer  in  the  fpoils  of  Courland,  374. 
prefents  obtained  by  him,  3  85. 

Zubnf,  Valerian,  takes  Derbent,  without  much  refiftance,  iii.  54. 
lays  fiege  to  Derbent,  376.  prefents  made  to  him,  386. 

Zucbteller,  general,  iii.  25S. 

Zullicbatt,  battle  of,  i.  293. 
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1.  VIEW  OF  THE  RUSSIAN  EMPIRE  during  the  Reign  of 
CATHARINE  the  SECOND,  and  to  the  Clofe  of  the  Eighteenth 
Century,  &c.  &c.  Containing  an  accurate  Defcription  of  the  Go- 
vernment, Manners,  Cuftoms,  Religion,  Extent,  Boundaries,  Soil, 
Climate,  Produce,  Revenue,  Trade,  Manufactures,  &c.  &c.  of  the 
feveral  Nations  that  compote  that  exteniive  Empire.  By  WILLIAM 
TOOKE,  F.  R.  S.  Member  of  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences; 
and  of  the  Free  Economical  Society  of  St.  Peterfburg.  In  Three 
large  Volumes  8vo.     Price  tl.  7s.  in  Boards. 

The  Monthly  Review  is  lavifli  in  its  commendations  in  regard  to  the  importance 
of  the  fubjecl  ;  the  authenticity  of  the  fources  ftor»  which  it  appears  to  he  drawn, 
the  ability  which  it  difplays  in  arranging  a  vaft  variety  of  matter,  and  the  circum- 
ftances  whith  united  to  particularly  qualify  the  Author  for  undertak'ng  and  ex- 
ecuting fuch  a  performance  ;  and  only  lament  that  it  is  difficult  to  give,  within 
the  limits  of  a  mifcellaneous  publication,  an  adequate  idea  of  a  Work  abounding 
with  Inch  interefting  and  vaiious  information. 

#*^  See  alfo  the  commendations  uniformly  beftowed  on  the  Work  by  the  other 
Revieivs. 

2.  A  HISTORY  OF  RUSSIA,  from  the  Eftablifhment  of 
Monarchy  under  Rurik.  to  the  Accefiion  of  Catharine  II.  By 
the  fame  Author.  In  Two  Volumes  Oftavo.  With  60  Portraits, 
engraved  from  a  Series  of  Medals  in  Poifemon  of  the  Author. 

3.  TRAVELS  in  AFRICA,  EGYPT,  and  SYRIA,  from  the 
Years  1792  to  1798.  By  W.  G.BROWNE.  4W.  Price  ll.  us.  6d. 

in  Boards. 

a  Such  is  the  outline  of  this  journey,  which  vies  with  any  land-tonr  defcribed 
either  in  ancient  or  modern  times.  The  learning,  the  ability,  and  the  fingular 
opportunities  of  the  author,  have  feverally  contributed  fo  much  to  enrich  his  pages 
with  new  difcoveries,  or  new  obfervations,  that  his  work  will  ever  bear  a  high 
rank  among  books  of  travels.  Long  and  perilous  journeys  have  often  been  per- 
formed by  men  incapable  of  fcientific  ohfervatujj ;  but  in  this  c.'fe,  profound 
learning  and  undaunted  enterprize  combine  to  produce  a  work  perhaps  uniojus 
in  its  kind."  Critical  Review,  Aug,    1799- 

4.  GLEANINGS  THROUGH  WALES,  HOLLAND,  and 
WESTPHALIA;  with  Views  of  Peace  and  War  at  Home  and 
Abroad.  To  which  is  added,  HUMANITY ;  or,  The  Rights  of 
Nature  :  A  Poem.  Revifed  and  con-efted.  By  Mr.  PRATT.  In 
Three  Vols.  Svo.   Price  One  Guinea  in  Boards.    The  Fifth  Edition. 

"  VVe  have  found  10  many  lively  and  nleafant  exhibitions  of  manners,  fo -many 
amufing  and  interefting  anecdotes,  and  fo  many  obfervations  and  reflections,  gay 
and  giave,  iporiive  ah.Hennmeiital,  (all  expr<  lied  in  a  gay  and  familiar  ftyle,) 
better  foiled  to  the  purpofe  thin  fentences  laboured  with  artificial  exaelnefs,  that 
we  cannot  but  recommend  it  to  our  readeis  as  a  highly  amoftng  and  interefting 
performance."  Analytical  Review,  Jan.  1796. 

5.  GLEANINGS  in  ENGLAND  5  defcriptive  of  the  Counte- 
tenance,  Mind,  and  Character  of  the  Country.  By  Mr.  PRATT ; 
Svo.    Price  8s.  Boards. 

N.  B.  In  the  Prefs,  a  Second  Volume  of  tire  above  Work. 
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*'  The  Author  contirnes  to  merit  the  character  he  has  long  and  defptredly 
maintained,  of  a  fpnghtly  and  ?greeable  writer;  of  an  intelligent,  and  often  a, 
fsgacious  obferver  of  human  life  and  manners;  and  he  is  entertaining  through- 
put." But.  C, it  Oil.  1799. 

"  The  author  has  here,  in  manifold  inftances,  frown  bimfelf  .1  faithful  dclioea- 
tor  of  his  countrymen,  and  a  generous  and  manly  (JefenJer  of  his  counriy  j  to  which 
his  performance  is  a  tribute  ijo  left  valuable  than  well-timed." 

Gentleman's  Mag.  Aug    1*99. 

6.  FAMILY  SECRETS.     By  Mr.  PRATT.    Second  Edition, 
carefully  corrected.     In   Five  large  Volumes  i2nio.      Price  il.  ^s. 
Boards. 

"  The  woik  abounds  with  a  variety  of  characters,  exceedingly  well  delineated  ; 
with  many  kenes  and  »lefi.ription-,  happily  imagined  and  (uccrfsfully  uHioduccut 
and  will  coimderably  add  to  the  fame  Mr.  Pratt  has  already  obtained." 

Brit.  C'it.  Ntm.  1797. 

7.  The  TRAVELS  of  ANTENOR  in  GREECE  and  ASIA ; 
from  a  Creek  Manuscript  found  at  Herculaneum  ;  including  fome 
Account  of  EGYPT."  Ti  anilatcd  from  the  French  of  E.  F.  Lantier  -7 
with  additional  Xotes  by  the  Englilh  Tranilator.  In  Three  Vols.  8vo. 
Price  iSs.  Boards. 

*  Mr.  Lantirr  my  hoaft  that  he  has  erecled  a  moft  pleafing  and  comfortable 
manfion,  full  of  hiftorical  and  biographic  pictures,  and  delightful  landfcapes.  It 
would  be  wanr of  candour  to  deny  that  the  prefent  labourer  lias  not  only  brought 
forth  precious  ore,  hut  has  icfined  it  with  great  fkill  and  fuccefs. 

"  For  the  remainder  we  muft  refer  to  the  work  itfelf,  which  we  conclude  with 
recommending  as  an  elegant  and  ingenious  delineation  of  ancient  manners.  The 
original  is  not  before  us;  but  the  translation  is  fjviited,  and  feems  to  be  faithful ; 
and  the  Translator's  additional  Notes  are  ufeful  and  appropriate." 

Critical  Review,  Dec.  1799. 

8.  LETTERS,  written  from  various  PARTS  of  the  CONTI- 
NENT ;  containing  a  Variety  of  ANECDOTES  relative  to  the 
prefent  Stale  of  LITERATURE  in  GERMANY,  and  to  the  cele- 
brated GERMAN  LITERATI.  With  an  Appendix  3  in  which  are 
included,  THREE  LETTERS  of  GR  AY's,  never  before  publiihed 
in  this, Country.  Translated  from  the  German  of  FREDERICK 
MATTHfSSON,  by  ANNE  PLUMPTREE,  Tranilator  of  Several 
of  Kotzebue's  Plays.     In  One  Volume  Octavo.     Price  8s.  Boards. 

"  Tliefe  letters  certainly  form  an  inteiefting  volume.  The  names  of  1  virg  per- 
fons  of  celebrity  and  eminence  frequently  occur  in  them  ;  anil  the  authors  of 
Germany  are  fufficiently  known  in  EnglanU  to  render  our  countiymen  curious  for 
anecdoies  refpecling  fuch  wi iters."  Critical  Review,  Sept.  1799.    ' 

9.  LETTERS  written  during  a  RESIDENCE  in  ENGLAND. 
Tranflated  from  the  French  of  HENRY  MEISTER.  Containing 
many  curious  Remarks  upon  Englilh  Manners  and  Cuitoms,  Go- 
vernment, Climate,  Literature,  Theatres,  &e.  &c.  Together  with 
a  Letter  from  the  Margravine  of  Anfpach  to  the  Author.  In  One 
Volume  Octavo,  Price  6s.  Boards. 

10.  PHYSIOGNOMICAL  TRAVELS,  preceded  by  a  PHY- 
SIOGNOMICAL JOURNAL.  Tranflated  from  the  German  of 
J.  C.  A.  MUSiEUS,  by  ANNE  PLUMPTREE.  To  which  is  pre- 
fixed, A  Short  Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Character  of  the  Author,  by 
his  Pupil  Kotzebve.    In  Three  Volumes  i2mo.    Price"  :  2s.  Boards. 
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'il\  The  ANECDOTES  of  LORD  CHATHAM'S  LIFE.  The 
Sixth  Edition.  In  Three  Volumes  Svo.  Price  18s.  Boards. 

•"  !  he  nth  r  ti.is  nude  a  valuable  coUedUoti  of  Anecdotes,  efpeclally  of  the  late 
and  moil  confpkuouspartof  Lord  Chatham*!  Life  ;  and  of  <v  her  matter?  connected 
witlj  it  He  fays  be  is  not  confc  Ons  of  having  advanced  one  falsehood  ;  we  give 
credit  to  his  declaration,    having  found  ^no  caufe  to  doubt  it." 

Monthly  Rei)iciv,    May    I 792. 

''  A  grea'er  number  of  cv.rious  and  interfiftioj;  Anecdotes,  concerning  public 
affairs,  have  nor  appeared  fince  the  days  of  Sir  William  Temple,  than  are  to  be 
found  in  thic  Woik.  -  ' 

"  We  cannot  difmifs  this  article  without  acknowledging-^  that  it  throws  a  threat 
Sud  ne  v  Ught  upon  rhe  occurrences  and  events  of  more  than  half  a  century  of  our 
hiftor. ."     Gent   Mag.  Aug.  1793. 

12.  BIOGRAPHICAL,  LITERARY,  and  POLITICAL  A- 
NECDOTES.  of  feveral  of  the  moft  EMINENT  PERSONS  of  the 
PRESENT  AGE  3  particularly  the  dukes  of  Grafton,  Leeds,  Dor- 
i'et,  and  Rutland;  Lords  Townihend,  Orford,  Marchmont,  Mans- 
field, Camden,  Temple,  Nugent,  and  Sackville  ;  Bifnops  of  Llere- 
ford  and  Oilbry  ;  Right  Lion.  George  Grenville,  Charles'Tdwnf- 
hend  ;  Sir  James  Caldwell,  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  Sir  John  Dalrymple, 
Serjeant  Adair,  Dr.  Franklin,  and  many  others  5  never  before  print- 
ed.    In  Three  Volumes.     Price  1 8s. 

*'  We  cannot  difmifs  tiiefe  volumes  without  oofervlng,  that  they  contain  a 
cor.fiden.ble  p  ■  tion  of  political  information,  The  woikwnl,  ry  its  difcerning 
headers,  be  characterised  as  highly  interefting  ;  and  it  will  prove  particularly  10 
to  thoffc  who  fliu  rememher  the  timeb  to  which  the  anecdotes  here  recorded  are 
referable.  To  the  future  hiftorian  alfo  it  will  afford  much  affiflance,  by  contri* 
featirrgj  in  mr:-.v  inftances,  towards  the  means  of  information,  which,  but  for 
publications  of  this  kind,  might  be  utterly  consigned  to  oblivion." 

Monthly  Rtviciv. 

t%.  LETTERS  written  during  aRefidence  in  SPAIN  and  POR- 
TUGAL.    By  ROBERT  SOUTHEY.     Price  7s.  in  Boards. 

"  In  the  variety  of  amul'ement  which  Mr.  Souths;'/  his  ferved  up  i.i  thisMeiangej 
the  mind  is  at  a  tofs  on  which  page  moftly  to  dwell. — Reiying  on  our  author's  af- 
furances,  we  muft  think  htm  either  a  very  fortunate  or  a  very  inqu'fuive  traveller ; 
he  muft  either  have  been  unufually  lucky  in  meeting,  forruironily,  with  .uiventuie 
•and  information,  or  have  fpent  many  a  weary  hour  in  the  rfefea'rch  ;  for  not  a 
page  occurs,  that  dwss  not  either  amufe  us  by  its  humour,  or  in  ft  met  us  by  a  juft 
train  of  thoughts  happily  exprelfed."  London  Review,  Ma>cb,   1799. 

14.  JOAN  of  ARC;  an  EPIC  POEM.  By  ROBERT  SOUTHEY. 
Handfomely  printed  on  fine  Wove  Paper,  and  hot-preffed,  in  Two 
Volumes  Foolfcap  8vo.  Embeilifhed  with  an  elegant  Portrait  of  the 
Maid  of  Orleans.     The  Second  Edition.     Price  12s.  Boards. 

1 '{.  POEMS,  bv  ROBERT  SOUTHEY,  including  the  VISIONS 
of  the  MAID  of  ORLEANS,  printed  on  fine  Wove  Paper.  2  Vols. 
Price  1  os.   Boards. 

16.  POEMS  and  PLAYS.  By  Mrs.  WEST,  Author  of  A  Tale 
of  the  Times,  &c.  handfomely  printed  on  fine  Wove  Paper,  and 
hot-prelfed.     In  Two  Volumes  frnan  :vo.     Price  10s.     Boards. 

"  The  Public  have  already  b^eu  m:tJe  acquainted  wnh  Mrs.  \Vefl,  by  feveral 
Novels,  and  by  fome  poetical  oornpofitinns,  which  have  been  hononied  with  a  re- 
fpeclable  (hare  of  approbation.  The  elegant  little  volumes  before  us  will  not  de- 
preciate her  literary  reputation."  Monthly  Reviiw,  Nov.  1797. 

i7.  AGOS- 


BOOKS  printed  for  T.  N.  Longman  and  O.  Rees. 

17.  A  GOSSIPV;  STORY  and  LEGENDARY  TALE.  By  Mrs. 
WEST,  Author  of  Advantages  of  Education,  ice.  In  Two  Volumes 
2  2  mo.  Price  7s.  in  Boards.     Third  Edition. 

"  We  can  recommend  this  fWy  as  uniting  to  a  great  degree  of  interest  the  rarer 
qualities  of  good  fenfr,  and  an  accurate  knowledge  of  mankind.  T  ie  graitomati- 
cal  errors  and  vu'g  iiifms,  which  difgrace  many  even  of  our  mo  *  c-  lebrated  novel*. 
have  here  no  place  ;  and  feveral  of  the  fhorter  poetical  piece;  11  t.  f(>«  el  thio  iglj 
the  work  liave  very  confiderahle  merit.  Amufement  is  combined  wkh  utilny, 
and  fiction  is  iuliited  in  the  caufe  of  virtue  and  practical  p'hik)fophy." 

Monthly  Review  Ja'i.    \'~. 

18.  A  TALE  of  the  TIMES,  By  the  fame  Author,  in  Three 
Vols    ramo.   Price  1 2s.  fewed.     Second  Edition. 

"  The  readers  of  this  Tale  will  derive  a  gradfi^a^on  luperkw  (o  that  whuh  it 
nfnal'.y  conii'iunicateii  by  fimilar  productions. 

The  Authoiefs  of  this  Work  is  already  diltinguifhed  in  the  circle  of  'iter  'tore  : 
and  her  reputation  will  donbtl-fs  be  confidc-rahly  incre.-led  by  the  prftpriet-y  of 
fentiment,  coire£t  delineation  of  character,  ai«d  nervous  compofiti  in,  wh'ch  I  etc 
volumes  exhibit."  Clitic  J Review,   Mar.b,  I  7*0, 

19.  The  NATURAL  DAUGHTER;  with  Portraits  of  the 
Leadenhead  Family.  By  Mrs.  Robinfon.  In  Two  Vols.  Price  7s. 
Boards. 

20.  The  FALSE  FRIEND,  a  Novel.  By  the  fame  Author.  In. 
Four  Vols.    I2JUO.     1  rice  ins.  fewed.     Bepond. Edition- 

21.  DESTINATION;  or,  Memoirs  of  a  Private  Family.  By 
Clara  Rerve,  Author  of  the  Old  Engliih  Baron.  Three  Vols. 
Price  1  os.  6d.  Boards. 

"  The  name  prefixed  to  thefe  volumes  infures  to  the  reader  a  degree  of  enter- 
tainment frmn  their  perufal  Superior  to  what  is  generally  derived  from  produc- 
tions of  'his  dafs."  Monthly  Review,  Sept.  1799. 

22.  LOVF/s  PILGRIMAGE  A  Novel.  By  the  i'^mz  Author. 
In  Two  Volumes.    Price  9s.  Boards. 

"  A  moft  tnterefting  and  well-told  So  y.  The  language  polifhcd  and  e?fy ;  the 
morality  mire  and  clear.  We  could  expatiate  on  its  merits  t  we  could  fcle<fi  many 
itriking  parts;  but  we  truft  a  Strong  commendation  will  be  as  ufefol  as  a  prolix 
one."  Britijb  Critic,  Auguji,  f]qf>. 

23.  RASH  VOWS.  Tranflated  from  the  French  of  Madame 
Genlis.  In  Three  Vols.  ismo.     Price  10s.  6d.  Boards. 

"  To  inch  of  our  readers  as  are  acquainted  with  the  writings  of  Madame  Gen- 
lis, it  will  be  almoli  umieceifiry  to  fay,  that  the  precepts  »he  inculcates  arcthofe  of 
wifdom  and  virtue.  In  this,  a^  in  her  former  works,  fhedifpiays  an  acquaintance 
w  ith  all  the  varieties  of  the  human  character,  which  !he  happily  tfifcrifninates," 

London  Review,  Feb.  1799. 

24.  The  NATURAL  SON.  Tranfiated  from  the  French  of 
Diderot,  Author  of  James  the  Fatalist,  the  Nun,  &c.  In 
Two  Vols.   i2mo.     Price  7s.  Boards. 

"  The  Novel,  as  it  appears  in  its  Enghlh  drefs,  Itrongly  tends  to  cherifh  the  bed 
feelings  of  tiie  human  heart ;  and,  on  the  whole,  there  are  few  readers  "who  will 
think  a  leifure  hour  ill  beltowed  on  the  pcrufa!  of  the  letters  of  this  Natural  Soi?." 

London  Review,  Feb.  1795. 

25.  LECTURES  ON  DIET  AND  REGIMEN,  beingaSyiV- 
matic  Inquiry  into  the  moft  rational  Means  of  preferving  Health  and 
prolonging  Lite  ;  together  with  Phyfiological  and  Chemical  Expla- 
nations, calculated  chiefly  for  the  Ui't.  of  Families  ;  in  order  to  ba- 
nijh  the  prevailing  Abufes  and  Prejudices  in  Medicine.  By  A.  F.  M. 
WILLICH,  M.  D. 

Con* 


300KS. printed  for  T.  N.Longman  and  O.  Rkes. 

Contents  of  the  Work. 

Introduction,  or  a  general  View  of  the  whole  Work,  and  its  prac- 
tical Tendency.  Chap.  I  On  the  Means  of  preferring  Health  and 
prolonging  Life  —  II.  Of  Air  and  Weather —  III.  Ol  Cleanlinefe  — 
IV.  Of  Drefs  —  V.  Of  Food,  Drink,  and  Spices  —  V  i .  Of  Exercifc 
and  Reft  —  VII.  Of  Sleeping  and  Waking  —  VIII.  Of  Evacuations 
—  IX.  Of  the  Sexual  Intercourfe  — X.  Of  the  Affections  andPaffions 
of  the  Mind  — XI.  Of  the  Organ  of  Senfe  — XII  On  the  Treat- 
ment  and  Prefervation  of  the  Eyes  —  Conclufion,  recapitulating  ufe- 
ful  Precepts. 

N.B.  Among  a  variety  of  new  fubje&s,  the  prefent  Editron  con- 
tains a  concife  investigation  of  the  following,  viz.  Arrow  Root  — - 
Artichokes  —  Beet  Root  —  Cow  Pox  —  Confumption  —  Exercife  — 
Game  —  Lobfters  —  Manna  .  Grafs  —  Metallic  Tractors  —  Oil  — 
Olives  —  Salt  —  Small  Pox  — Tamarinds  —  Vinegar,  &c.  &c. 

To  which  is  added,  a  Poftfcript,  containing  a  Series  of  Queries, 
addreffed  to  thofe  Patients  who  are  anxious  to  give  an  accurate  and 
fatisfa6tory.  Account  of  their  Diforders,  when  confulting  Medical 
Men. 

In  One  Jarge  Volume  8vo.  Price  9s.  in  Boards,  or  10s.  6d.  on 
Superfine  Paper,  the  Second  Edition,  confiderably  enlarged  and 
improved. 

s5.  ANGLING  IN  ALL  ITS  BRANCHES,  reduced  to  a 
complete  Science  :  Being  the  Remit  of  more  than  Forty  Years  rerd 
Practice  and  Itrict  Obfervation  throughout  the  Kingdoms  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.    In  Three  Parts  : 

First.  —  Defcribing  (among  other  things)  the  Counties  of  Eng- 
land, Wales,  and  Scotland,  in  alphabetical  order ;  the  Rivers  and 
other  Waters  which  they  contain  ;  their  rife,  progrefs,  and  curiofi- 
ties  ;  together  with  thoi'e  of  Ireland  ;  the  Fifh  they  produce,  and 
the  parts  heft  adapted  for  Angling:  Interfperfed  with  euridus  and  en- 
tertaining incidents  and  practical  remarks  never  before  made  public. 

Secondly.  —  A  full  defcription  of  the  different  kinds  of  Fifh  taken 
by  Angling,  &c.  their  nature,  haunts,  fealons,  fpawning-times, 
baits,  biting-times  ;  and  how  to  angle4for  each ;  with  many  curious, 
ufeful,  and  pleafmg  observations. 

Thirdly.  —  A  Lift  of  Artificial  Flies  (the  completeft  collection 
ever  yet  known),  which  will  take  Fifh  in  all  Waters  in  each,  of  the 
above  Countries  5  the  materials,  and  how  to  make  each  as  described) 
the  molt  ikilful  way  of  throwing  the  line,  and  of  managing  it  when, 
in  ths  water  ;  Night  Fly-Fifhing ;   Natural  Fiy-Fifhing,   &c. 

The  Whole  forming  a  Work  of  real  Utility,  comprifing  ob- 
jects too  numerous  to  be  detailed  in  a  Title  Page,  and  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent nature  from  thofe  infigniticant  little  Pamphlets  hitherto  pub- 
limed,  which  treat  chiefly  of  Angling  in  the  Thames,  the  New 
River,  and  other  Waters  of  equal  confequence  about  London* 

By  SAMUEL  TAYLOR,  Gent. 

In  One  Volume  Copy  Octavo,  Price  5s.  in  Boards. 

\frintedby  John  Nichols,  Rtd  Li-jn  y^£liget  Fleet  Street,  Linden.] 
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